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dglant religim—.—4 parliament—— Peace with 


3 4 eee eee er of the p * 


France Diſguſt between the Queen and Mary 


queen of Scots Affairs of Scotland- 


Ke. 


| furmation in Scotland—— Civil wars in Scoi- 


of Scotland—— Settlement of Scotland. French 


ment o * 5. 


2M e do dpided us the Engliſh, it could 
ſcarcely be expected that the death of one ſove- 


——=Interpoſel f the Queen in the affairs 


„and the acceſſion of another, who was gene- 
rally believed to have embraced oppoſite principles 
to thoſe which prevailed, could be the object of uni- 


verſa 3 ; Yet ſo much were men 2 


affair: Arrival of Mary in Scotland —— 
Bigotry of the Scotch: n iſe governs 


CHAP. 
XXXVIII. 


1358. | 


2 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Cc H A P. with the preſent conduct of affairs, and ſuch appre- 


XXXVIII. 
— — 
1558. 

Queen's 


popularity. 


henſions were entertained of futurity, that the peo- 
ple, overlooking their theological diſputes, expreſſed 
a general and unfeigned joy that the ſceptre had 
paſſed into the hand of Elizabeth. That princeſs 
had diſcovered great prudence in her conduct during 


the reign of her ſiſter; and as men were ſenfible of 
the imminent danger to which ſhe was every moment 
expoſed, compaſſion towards her ſituation, and con- 


cern for her ſafety, had rendered her, to an uncom- 


mon degree, the favourite of the nation. Aparlia- 


ment had been aſſembled a few days before Mary's 
death; and when Heathe, archbiſhop of York, then 
7 chancellor, notified to them that event, ſcarcely an 


interval of regret appeared ; and the two houſes im- 
mediately reſounded with the joy ful acclamations of 
„God ſave queen Elizabeth; Long and happily 


% may ſhe reign !“ The people, leſs actuated by fac- 


: tion, and leſs influenced by private views, expreſſed 


a joy ſtill more general and hearty on her proclama- 
tion; and the auſpicious commencement of this reign 


prognoſticated that felicity and glory which, during 


its whole courſe, ſo uniformly attended it. 


ELIZABETH was at Hatfield when ſhe heard of her = 


 fiſter's death; and, after a few days, the went thence 


to London through crowds of people, who firove 


with each other in giving her the ſtrongeſt teſtimony | 


of their affection. On her entrance into the Tower, 


ſhe could not forbear reffecting on the great differ- 
ence between her preſent fortune, and that which a 
few years before had attended her, when the was 
conducted to that place as a priſoner, and lay there 

expoſed to all the bigotted malignity of her enemies. 


5 She fell On her knees, and expreſſed her thanks to 8 
| Heaven for the deliverance which the Almighty had 
granted her from her bloody perſecutors; a dehver- 


_ ance, . laid, no eſs miraculous nos that which 


% | 10 t 


1 Burnet, vol. i 1. f. 373· | 
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ELIZABETH. 
Daniel had received from the den of lions. This 
act of pious gratitude ſeems to have been the laſt 
circumſtance in which ſhe remembered any paſt 


hardſhips and injuries. With a prudence and mag- 
nanimity truly laudable, ſhe buried all offences in 


oblivion, and received with affability even thoſe who 


had acted with the greateſt malevolence againſt her. 


3 


C HA P. 
XX XVIII. 
—— 


1558. 


Sir Harry Bennifield himſelf, to whoſe cuſtody ſhe 


had been committed, and who had treated her with 


ſeverity, never felt, during the whole courſe of her 


reign, any effects of her reſentment . Vet was not 
the gracious reception which ſhe gave proſtitute 
and e 0 When the biſhops came in 


a body to make their obeiſance to her, ſhe expreſſed 
to all of them ſentiments of regard; except to Bon- 


ner, from whom ſhe turned aſide, as from a man 


polluted with blood, who was a juſt object of horror 
to every heart ſuſceptible ot humanity *. 


AFTER employing a few days in ordering her do- 


meſtic affairs, Elizabeth notified to foreign courts, 
her ſiſter's death, and her own acceſſion. She ſent 


lord Cobham to the Low Countries, where Philip 


then reſided ; and ſhe took care to expreſs to that 


Monarch, her gratitude for the protection which he 
| had afforded her, and her deſire of perſevering in 


that friendſhip which had ſo happily commenced 
between them. Philip, who had long foreſeen this 


event, and who ſtill hoped, by means of Elizabeth, 
to obtain that dominion over England, of which he 


had failed in eſpou ing Mary, immediately diſpatched | 


orders to the duke of Feria, his ambaſſador at Lon- 


don, to make propoſals of marriage to the queen; 
and he offered to procure from Rome a diſpenſation 
for that purpoſe. But Elizabeth ſoon came to the 
reſolution of declining the propoſal. She faw that 
the nation had entertained an extreme averſion to the 
| Spaniſh alliance during her ſiſter's reign ; and that 


bBaract; vol. ü. p. 374 e Ibid. Heylin, p. 162. 


4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


c = 4 7. one great cauſe of the popularity which ſhe herſelf 
enjoyed, was the proſpect of being freed, by her 
1558. means, from the danger of foreign ſubjection. She 
Vuas ſenſible that her affinity with Philip was ex- 
actly ſimilar to that of her father with Catharine of 
Arragon; and that her marrying that monarch was, 
in effect, declaring herſelf illegitimate, and incapable 
of ſucceeding to the throne. And, though the 
power of the Spaniſh monarchy might ſtill be ſuffi- 
cient, in oppoſition to all pretenders, to ſupport her 
title, her maſculine ſpirit diſdained ſuch precarious 
dominion, which, as it would depend ſolely on the 
power of another, muſt be exerciſed according to 
his inclinations *. But, while theſe views prevented 
her from entertaining any thoughts of a marriage 
with Philip, ſhe gave him an obliging, though 
evaſive, anſwer; and he ſtill retained ſuch hopes of 
ſucceſs, that he ſent a meſſenger to Rome, with 
orders to folicit the diſpenſation.” . 
THz queen too, on her ſiſter's death, had written 
to fir Edward Carne, the Engliſh ambaſſador at 
Rome, to notify her acceſſion to the pope; but the 
_ precipitate nature of Paul broke through all the 
cautious meaſures concerted by this young princeſs. 
| Ile told Carne, that England was a fief of the holy 
ſee; and it was great temerity in Elizabeth to have 
aſſumed, without his participation, the title and au- 
thority of queen: That being illegitimate, ſhe could 
not poſlibly inherit that kingdom; nor could he 
annul the ſentence pronounced by Clement VII, 
and Paul III. with regard to Henry's marriage: 
5 That were he to proceed with rigour, he ſhould 
puniſn this criminal invaſion of his rights by re- 
jecting all her applications; but, being willing to 
treat her with paternal indulgence, he would ſtill 
keep the door of grace open to her: And that, if 
| the would renounce all pretenſions to the crown, 


Camden in Kennet, p. 370. Burnet, vol. ii. P. 375- | 


and 


ELIZABETH. 


and ſubmit entirely to his will, ſhe ſhould expe- © H a 
rience the utmoſt lenity compatible with the dignity XXX 


of the apoſtolic ſee'. When this anſwer was re- 
ported to Elizabeth, ſhe was aſtoniſhed at the cha- 


racter of that aged pontiff; and, having recalled her 
ambaſſador, ſhe continued with more determined 


reſolution to purſue thoſe meaſures which already 


ſhe had ſecretly embraced. _ | 


Taz queen, not to alarm the partiſans of the ca- 
tholic religion, had retained eleven of her fiſter's 


clined to the proteſtant communion ; the marquis 
of Northampton, the earl of Bedtord, fir Thomas 
Parry, fir Edward Rogers, fir Ambroſe Cave, fir 
Francis Knolles, fir Nicholas Bacon, whom ſhe 


created lord keeper, and fir William Cecil, fecre- 
tary of ſtate*. With theſe counſellors, particularly 
Cecil, ſhe frequently deliberated concerning the ex- 
pediency of reſtoring the proteſtant religion, and the 
means of executing that great enterpriſe. Cecil 
told her, that the greater part of the nation had, 
ever ſince her father's reign, inclined to the re- 
formation; and though her fiſter had conſtrained 
them to profeſs the ancient faith, the cruelties ex- 


5 
p. 


— 
1588. 


counſellors; but in order to balance their authority, 
ſhe added eight more, who were known to be in- 


Re- eſta- 
bliſhment 
of the pro- 
teſtant re- 
ligion. 


erciſed by her miniſters had ſtill more alienated their 


affections from it: That happily the intereſts of the 


ſovereign here concurred with the inclinations of the 
people; nor was her title to the crown compatible 
with the authority of the Roman pontiff: That a 
ſentence, fo ſolemnly pronounced by two popes 


againſt her mother's marriage, could not poſſibly be 


recalled, without inflicting a mortal wound on the 
credit of the ſee of Rome; and even, if ſhe were 
allowed to retain the crown, it would only be on an 


uncertain and dependent footing : That this circum- 


ſtance alone counterbalanced all dangers whatſoever ; 


e Father Paul, lib. 5. f Strype's Ann. vol. i. p. 5. 


B3 and 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


c HA ?. and theſe dangers themſelves, if narrowly examined, 


xXXVIII. 


would be found very little formidable: That the 


1868. 


curſes and execrations of the Romiſh church, when 


not ſeconded by military force, were, in the preſent 


age, more an object of ridicule than of terror, and 
had now as little influence in this world as in the 
next: That though the bigotry or ambition of 
Henry or Philip might incline them to execute a 
ſentence of excommunication againſt her, their in- 


tereſts were ſo incompatible, that they never could 


_ concur in any plan of operations; and the enmity of 


the one would always enſure to her the friendibip 


of the other: That if they encouraged the diſcon- 
| tents of her catholic ſubjects, their dominions alſo 


abounded with proteſtants, and it would be eaſy to 


_ retaliate upon them: Thar even ſuch of the Engliſh 


as ſeemed at preſent zealouſly attached to the ca- 
tholic faith, would, moſt of them, embrace the re- 
ligion of their new ſovereign ; and the nation had 
of late been ſo much accuſtomed to theſe revolu- 


tions, that men had loſt all idea of truth and falſe- 


hood in ſuch ſubjects : That the authority of Henry 
VIII. fo highly raiſed by many concurring circum- 


| ſtances, firſt enured the people to this ſubmiſſive 
deference; and it was the leſs difficult for ſucceed- 


ing princes to continue the nation in a track to which 


it had ſo long been accuſtomed : And that it would 


be eaſy for her, by beſtowing on proteſtants all pre- 


ferment in civil offices and the militia, the church, 
and the univerſities, both to enſure her own au- 
thority, and to render her religion entirely pre- 


dominant“. b 
THE education of Elizabeth, as well as her in- 


| tereſt, led her to favour the reformation”; ; and ſhe 


remained not long in ſuſpence with regard to the 


party which ſhe ſhould embrace. But, though de- 


termined 1 in her own mind, ſhe reſolved to proceed 


© Brunet, rol. i. p. 3775 | 8 p- 370. 


ELIZABETH, 


7 


by 8 and ſecure ſteps, and not to imitate the ©.H,A P. 


example of Mary, in encouraging the bigots of her 
party to make immediately a violent invaſion on the 
eſtabliſhed religion“. She thought it requiſite, how- 
ever, to diſcover ſuch ſymptoms of her intentions, 
as might give encouragement to the proteſtants, ſo 
much depreſſed by the late violent perſecutions. She 
immediately recalled all the exiles, and gave liberty 
to the e who were confined on account of 


XXXVII. 


— 
1558. 


religion. We are told of a pleaſantry of one Rainſ- 


ford on this occaſion, who ſaid to the queen, that 
he had a petition to preſent her in behalf of other 
priſoners called Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John: 
She readily replied, that it behoved her firſt to con- 

ſult the priſoners themſelves, and to learn of them 
whether they « defired that liberty which he demanded 
for them!. 


ELIZABETH alſo proceeded to exert, in favour of 


the reformers, ſome acts of power which were au- 
thoriſed by the extent of royal prerogative during 


that age, Finding that the proteltant teachers, irri- 


tated by perſecution, broke out in a furious attack 
on the ancient ſuperſtition, and that the Romaniſts 
replied with no leſs zeal and acrimony, ſhe publiſhed 


a proclamation, by which ſhe inhibited all preachin 


without a ſpecial licence * ; and though ſhe diſpenſed 


with theſe orders in favour of ſome preachers of her 
own ſect, ſhe took care that they ſhould be the moſt 


calm and moderate of the party. She alſo ſuſpended 
the laws ſo far as to order a great part of the ſervice, 
the litany, the Lord's prayer, the creed, and the 
goſpels, to be read in Engliſh, And, having firſt 
| publiſhed injunctions RY all the churches ſhould 
conform themſelves to the practice of her own cha- 


Y pel, ſhe forbad the hoſte to be any more elevated 


» in her e an innovation which, however 


3 Bas: vol. ii. p. 378. Camden p. 371. 1Heylin, 
p. 103. * Heylin, p. 104. Strype, vol, i. p. 41. 
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THESE declarations of her intentions, concurring 


with preceding ſuſpicions, made the biſhops foreſee, 
with certainty, a revolution in religion. They there- 

fore refuſed to officiate at her coronation ; and it 
was with ſome difficulty that the biſhop of Carliſle 
was at laſt preyailed on to perform the ceremony. 


When ſhe was conducted through London, amidſt 
the joyful acclamations of her ſubjects, a boy, who 


per ſonated Truth, was let down from one of the 
5 triumphal arches, and preſented to her a copy of the 
Bible. She received the book with the moſt gra- 
cious deportment, placed it next her boſom, and de- 
clared, that, amidſt all the coſtly teſtimonies which 


the city had that day given her of their attachment, 


this preſent was by far the moſt precious and moſt 
acceptable ®. Such were the innocent artifices b 
which Elizabeth inſinuated herſelf into the affections 


of her ſubjects. Open in her addreſs, gracious and 


affable in all public appearances, ſhe rejoiced in the 
| concourſe of her ſubjects, entered into all their plea- 
ſures and amuſements, and, without departing from 
her dignity, which ſhe knew well how to preſerve, 

ſhe acquired a popularity beyond what any of her 
predeceſſors or ſucceſſors ever could attain. Her 


own ſex exulted to ſee a woman hold the reins of 
empire with ſuch prudence and fortitude : And 


While a young princeſs of twenty-five years (for that 
was her age at her acceſhon), who poſſeſſed all the 
graces and inſinuation, though not all the beauty of 
her ſex, courted the affections of individuals by her 
civilities, of the public by her ſervices, her autho- 
rity, though corroborated by the ſtricteſt bands of 
law and religion, appeared to be derived entirely 
| irom the choice and inclination of the N 18 5 


1 p. 371. Here p. 104. ELL vol. i. p. 54. 
Stowe, p. 025. ® Burnet, vol. ii. p. 8. 7 vol. i. p. 29. 
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E LIZ AB ET H. 
A sovER RIO of this diſpoſition was not likely to 
offend her ſubjects by any uſeleſs or violent exer- 
tions of power; and Elizabeth, though ſhe threw 
out ſuch hints as encouraged the proteſtants, de- 


| layed the entire change of religion till the meeting 
of the parliament which was ſummoned to aſſemble. 


The elections had gone entirely againſt the catho- 
lics, who ſeem not indeed to have made any great 
ſtruggle for the ſuperiority "; and the houſes met, 
in a diſpoſition of gratifying the queen in every 
particular which ſhe' could defire of them. They 


began the ſeſſion with an unanimous declaration, 


that queen Elizabeth was, and ought to be, as 
«© well by the word of God, as the common and 
5 ſtatute laws of the realm, the lawful, undoubted, 


© and true heir to the crown, lawfully deſcended 
from the blood-royal, according to the order of 
* ſucceſſion ſettled in the 35th of Henry VII” 
This act of recognition was probably dictated by 


the queen herſelf and her miniſters; and ſhe ſhewed 


her magnanimity, as well as moderation, in the 
terms which ſhe employed on that occaſion. She 


followed not Mary's practice in declaring the vali- 
dity of her mother's marriage, or in expreſsly re- 


pealing the act formerly made againſt her own le- 
gitimacy: She knew that this attempt muſt be 


attended with reflections on her father's memory, 


9 
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A para- 
ment: 


and on the birth of her deceaſed ſiſter; and as all 
the world was ſenſible, that Henry's divorce from 


Anne Boleyn was merely the effect of his uſual 


violence and caprice, ſhe ſcorned to found her title 
on any act of an aſſembly which had too much 


proſtituted its authority by its former variable, ſer- 


n Notwithſtanding the bias of the nation towards the proteſ- 


tant ſect, it appears, that ſome violence, at leaſt according to our 
preſent ideas, was uſed in theſe elections: Five candidates were 


nominated by the court to each borough and three to each coun- 


ty; and by the ſheriff's authority, the members were choſen 
from among theſe candidates. See ſlate papers collected by Edward 


earl of Clarendon, p. 92g 


I Eliz, cap. 3. "5 
8 8 vile, 
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and enquiries; ſhe took poſſeſſion of the throne, 
both as her birthright, and as enſured to her by for- 
mer acts of parliament ; and ſhe never appeared 
anxious to diſtinguiſh theſe titles ?. WM 
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in the general opinion entertained with regard to 


this fact, which appeared the more undoubted, the 


leſs anxiety ſhe diſcovered in fortifying it by votes 


Tre firſt bill brought into parliament, with a 


view of trying their diſpoſition on the head of reli- 


gion, was that for ſuppreſſing the monaſteries lately 


_ erected, and for reſtoring the tenths and firſt. fruits 
to the queen. This point being gained with much 
difficulty, a bill was next introduced, annexing the 
ſupremacy to the crown; and though the queen 


was there denominated governeſe, not head, of the 


church, it conveyed the ſame (extenſive power, 


the majority of voices in that houſe, as well as 
among the commons, was againſt them, By this 


' parliament or even of the convocation, was veſted 
hereſies, might eſtabliſh or repeal all canons, might 


aboliſh any religious rite or ceremony, . In deter- 5 
mining hereſy, the ſovereign was only limited (it 
that could be called a limitation) to ſuch doctrines 
as had been adjudged hereſy by the authority of the 
Scripture, by the firſt four general councils, or bß 
any general council which followed the Scripture as 
their rule, or to ſuch other doctrines as mould here 


adt of uniformity, 1 Elis. cap. 2. 


which; under the latter title, had been exerciſed by 
her father and brother. All the biſhops who were 

preſent in the upper houſe ſtrenuouſly oppoſed this 
law); and as they poſſeſſed more learning than the 


temporal peers, they triumphed in the debate; but 


act the crown, without the concurrence either of the 
with the whole ſpiritual power; might repreſs all 


alter every point of diſcipline, and might ordain or 


; „ Camden; p- 352. 1 p- 107, 108. FT "os 
41 Elz.cap. 1. This laſt power was ane w recognized 3 in the | 
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after be denominated hereſy by the parliament and 


convocation. In order to exerciſe this authority, 


the queen, by a clauſe of the act, was empowered 


to name commiſſioners, either laymen or clergy- 


men, as ſhe ſhould think proper; and on this clauſe 
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was afterwards founded the court of eccleſiaſtical 


commiſſion; which aſſumed large diſcretionary, not 


to ſay arbitrary, powers, totally incompatible with 
any exact boundaries in the conſtitution. Their 


proceedings indeed were only conſiſtent with abſo- 
Inte monarchy ; but were entirely ſuitable to the 


genius of the act on which they were eſtabliſhed ; an 


able fully to exerciſe, without ſome concurrence of 


the national clergy. 


act that at once gave the crown alone all the power 
which had formerly been claimed by the popes, but 
Which even theſe uſurping prelates had never been 


WHOEVER refuſed to take an oath, acknowledg- 


ing the queen's ſupremacy, was incapacirated from 
holding any office; whoever denied the ſupremacy, 


or attempted to deprive the queen of that preroga- 


tive, forfeited, for the firſt offence, all his goods 
and chattels ; for the ſecond, was ſubjected to the 


penalty of a premunire; but the third offence was 
declared treaſon. Theſe puniſhments, however ſe- 


vere, were leſs rigorous than thoſe which were for- 


merly, during the reigns of her father and brother, 


inflicted in like caſes. 


A LAW was paſſed, confirming all the Habe 


enacted in king Edward's time with regard to reli- 


gion: The nomination of biſhops was given to the 


to ſeize all the temporalities, and to beſtow on the 


| biſhop elect an equivalent in the impropriations be- 


crown without any election of the chapters: The 
queen was empowered, on the vacancy of any ſee, 


longing to the crown. This pretended equivalent 


was commonly much interior! in value; and thus che 


1 1 Eliz. cap. 2. 


queen, 
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queen, amidſt all her concern for religion, followed 


the example of the preceding reformers, in com- 
mitting depredations on the eccleſiaſtical revenues. 
THz biſhops and all incumbents were pro- 


| hibited from alienating their revenues, and from 


letting leaſes longer than twenty-one years or three 
lives. This law ſeemed to be meant for ſecuring 


the property of the church ; but as an exception was 
left in favour of the crown, great abuſes {till prevail- 


ed. It was uſual for the courtiers during this reign 


to make an agreement with a biſhop or incumbent, | 


and to procure a fictitious alienation to the queen, 


who afterwards transferred the lands to the perſon 
agreed on*. This method of pillaging the church 
was not remedied till the beginning of James I. 


The preſent depreſſion of the clergy expoſed them 
to all injuries; and the laity never ſtopped till they 
had reduced the church to ſuch poyerty, that her 


plunder was no longer a compenſation for the odium 


een . 


ASOLEMN and public diſputation was held during 


this ſeſſion, in preſence of lord keeper Bacon, be- 
tween the divines of the proteſtant and thoſe of the 

catholic communion. The champions, appointed 

to defend the religion of the ſovereign, were, as in 


all former inſtances, entirely triumphant; and the 
popiſh diſputants, being pronounced refractory and 
obſtinate, were even puniſhed by impriſonment *, 
Emboldened by this victory, the proteſtants ven- 


tured on the laſt and moſt important ſtep, and 


brought into parliament a bill! for aboliſhing the 
maſs; and re-eſtabliſhing the liturgy of king Ed- | 
ward. Penalties were enacted, as well againſt thoſe | 

who departed from this mode of worſhip, as againſt 
thoſe who abſented themſelves from the church and 
the ſacraments. And thus in one ſeſſion, without any 


violence, tumult, or clamour, was the whole ſyſtem 


of religion altered, on the very commencement of a 
. * Strype, vol. i. p. 79. * Ibid. p. 95. 1 Eliz. cap. 2. 
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reign, and by the will of a young woman, whoſe e u A k. 
title to the crown was by many thought liable to e 
great objections: An event which, though it may 8 
appear ſurpriſing to men in the preſent age, was 
every where expected on the firſt intelligence of 
Elizabeth's acceſſion. 
_ Tax commons alſo made a ſacrifice to the queen, 
more difficult to obtain than that of any articles of 
faith : They voted a ſubſidy of four ſhillings in the 
pound on land, and two ſhillings and eight pence on 
moveables, together with two fifteenths“. The houſe 
in no inſtance departed from the moſt reſpectful de- 
ference and complaiſance towards the queen. Even 
the importunate addreſs which they made her on the 
concluſion of the ſeſſion, to fix her choice of a huſ 
band, could not, they ſuppoſed, be very diſagreeable 
to one of her ſex and age. The addreſs was couched 
in the moſt reſpectful expreſſions; yet met with a 
refuſal from the queen. She told the ſpeaker, that, 
as the application from the houſe was conceived in 
general terms, only recommending marriage, with- 
out pretending to direct her choice of a huſband, ſhe 
could not take offence at the addreſs, or regard it 
otherwiſe than as a new inſtance of their affectionate 
attachment to her: That any farther interpoſition 
on their part would have ill become either them to 
make as ſubjects, or her to bear as an independent 
pirinceſs: That even while ſhe was a private perſon, 
- |= andexpoſedto much danger, ſhe had always declined | 
| > that engagement, which ſhe regarded as an incum- 
brance; much more, at preſent, would ſhe perſevere 
1n this ſentiment, when the charge of a great king- 
= dom was committed to her, and her life ought to be 
t | entirely devoted to promoting the intereſts of religion 
l | and the happineſs of her ſubſects: That as England 
/ | was her huſband, wedded to Nice by this pledge (and 
FH here Ihe ſhewed her age with the ſame gold ring 
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upon it, with which ſhe had ſolemnly betrothed her. 
felf to the kingdom at her inauguration), fo all Eng- 


liſhmen were her children; and while ſhe was em- 


ployed in rearing or governing ſuch a family, ſhe 


could not deem herſelf barren, or her life uſeleſs and L 


unprofitable : That if ſhe ever entertained thoughts 


of changing her condition, the care of her ſubjects? 


welfare would till be uppermoſt | in her thoughts; 
but ſhould ſhe live and die a virgin, ſhe doubted not 


but divine Providence, ſeconded by their counſels 
and her own meaſures, would be able to prevent all 


diſpute with regard to the fucceſſion, and ſecure them 


a ſovereign, who, perhaps better than her own iſſue, 
would imitate her example in loving and cheriſhing 


her people: And that, for her part, ' ſhe deſired that 
no higher character or fairer remembrance of her 
fhould be tranſmitted to poſterity, than to have this 
inſcription engraved on her tomb-ſtone, when ſhe 
 fhould pay the laſt debt to nature: * Here lies Eli- 


* zabeth, who lived and died a maiden queen *.“ 
Sth May. | 
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Ar rn the prorogation of the parliament “, the 


laws enacted with regard to religion were put in ex, 
ecution, and met with little oppoſition from any | 
quarter. The liturgy was again introduced in the | 
_ vulgar tongue, and the oath of ſupremacy was ten- 


dered to the clergy. The number of biſhops had 


been reduced to fourteen by a ſickly ſeaſon, which 
_ preceded ; and all theſe, except the biſhop of Lan- 


daffe, having refuſed compliance, were degraded 


from their ſees : But of the inferior clergy through 


out all England, where there are near 10,900 pariſh. 


es, only eighty rectors and vicars, ſiſty prebendaries, 
1 fifteen heads of colleges, twelve ar chdeacons, and as 


WE. Camden, p. 375. Sir Simon d'Ewes. 
It is thou Eht. remarkable by Caniden, that though this fe | 


35 a3 the firſt of the reign, no perſon was attainted; but, on the 
contra y, forme reftorcy in blood by the partiarient A &ode 


ſymptom of the lenity, at leaſt of the prudence, of the queen's 
government; and. that it foul appear remarkable, is a proof of 


ELIZABETH. 


principles“. Thoſe in high ecclefiaſtic ſtations, 
being expoſed to the eyes of the public, ſeem chiefly 
to have placed a point of honour in their perſe- 
verance; but on the whole, the proteſtants, in the 


many deans, facrificed their livings to their religions 4 LY AP. 
J— 5 5 
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former change introduced by Mary, appear to have 


been much more rigid and conſcientious. Though 
the catholic religion, adapting itſelf to the ſenſes, 
and enjoining obſervances which enter into the com- 
mon train of life, does at preſent lay faſter hold on 


the mind than the reformed, which, being chieſſy 


ſpiritual, reſembles more a ſyſtem of metaphyfics 
yet was the proportion of zeal, as well as of know: 


ledge, during the firſt ages after the reformation; 
much greater on the fide of the proteſtants. The 


catholies continued, ignorantly and ſupinely, in their 


ancient belief, or rather their ancient practices: But 
the reformers, obliged to difpute on every occaſion, 


and enflamed to a degree of enthuſiaſm by novelty 


and perſecution, had ſtrongly attached onfelves 


to their tenets; and were ready to ſacrifice their 
fortunes, and even their lives, in tupport of cheir 
ſpeculative and abftraQt principles. i 
_ Tre forms and ceremonies ſtill preſerved i in the 
English liturgy, as they bore ſome reſemblance 

to the ancient fervice, tended farther to reconcile 

the catholics to the eſtabliſhed religion; and as the 


queen permitted no other mode of worſhip, and at 
the fame time ſtruck out every thing that could be 


offenſive to them in the new liturgy *, even thoſe 


who were addicted to the Romiſh communion made 
no ſeruple of attending the eſtabliſhed church. Had 
Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations, the exterior 
appearance, which is the chief circumſtance with the 


people, would have been ſtill more ſimilar between 


de new and the ancient form of worſhip. Her love 
_ of ſtate and magnificence, which ſhe affected in every 


» Camden, p. $70. Heylin p. 115 Strype, vol. i. p. 73. 
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thing, inſpired her with an inclination towards the 


' pomp of the catholic religion; and it was merely in 
compliance with the prejudices of her party, that ſhe 


gave up either images or the addreſſes to ſaints, or 


prayers for the dead *. Some foreign princes inter- 


poſed to procure the Romaniſts the privilege of ſe · 
parate aſſemblies in particular cities, but the queen 
Vould not comply with their requeſt ; and ſhe re- 


preſented the manifeſt danger of dicurbing the na- 
tional peace by a toleration of different religions ©. 


„ WHILE the queen and parliament were employed 
in ſettling the public religion, the negotiations for a 


peace were ſtil] conducted, firſt at Cercamp, then at 


Cateau-Cambreſis, between the miniſters of France, 
Spain, and England; and Elizabeth, though equally 
prudent, was not equally ſucceſsful in this tranſ- 
action. Philip employed his utmoſt efforts to pro- 
cure the reſtitution of Calais, both as bound in ho- 
nour to indemnify England, which, merely on his 
account had been drawn into the war, and as en- 
geaged in intereſt to remove France to a diſtance from 
his frontiers in the Low Countries. So long as he 
entertained hopes of eſpouſing the queen, he delayed 
concluding a peace with Henry; and even after the 
change of religion in England deprived him of all 


ſuch views, his miniſters hinted to her a propoſal, 


which may be regarded as reaſonable and honour- 
able. Though all his own terms with France were 
ſettled, he ſeemed willing to continue the war till 
ſhe ſhould obtain ſatisfaction; provided ſhe would 

: ſtipulate to adhere to the Spaniſh alliance, and con- 


tinue hoſtilities againſt Henry during the courſe of 


fix years“: But Elizabeth, after conſulting with her 
miniſters, wiſely. rejected this propoſal. She was 


ſenſible of the low ſtate of her finances; the great 


debts contracted by her father, brother; and hſter z 


b Burnet, vol. ii. p 376. 397. Camden, p. 37 „ 
© Camden, p. 378. Strype, vol. i. p. 150. 370. 
4 Fochey 5 Ful View, vol. i. P. S r [nt 
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miniſtration; the diviſions by which her people were 
agitated; and ſhe was convinced that nothing but 


tions with foreign nations. Well acquainted with 


covering it by treaty, ſhe was willing rather to ſuffer 
that loſs, than ſubmit to ſuch a dependence on Spain, 


as ſhe muſt expect to fall into, if ſhe continued 
pertinaciouſly in her preſent demand. She ordered, 
therefore, her ambaſſadors, lord Effingham, the 
biſhop of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, to conclude the 


negotiation, and to ſettle a peace with Henry, on 


marriage between the eldeſt daughter of the dau- 
phin, and the eldeſt ſon of Elizabeth; and to engage 


tranquillity during fome years could bring the king- 
dom again into, a flouriſhing condition, or enable 
her to act with dignity and vigour in her tranſac- 


any reaſonable terms. Henry offered to ſtipulate a 


for the reſtitution of Calais as the dowiy of that 
princeſs“; but as the queen was ſenſible that this 
treaty would appear to the world a palpable evaſion, 
ſhe inſiſted upon more equitable, at leaft more 


17 | 


>? the value which Henry put upon Calais, and the 
> impollibility, during the preſent emergence, of re- 


plauſible conditions. It was at laſt agreed, that 


Henry ſhould reſtore Calais at the expiration of 


eight years; that, in caſe of failure, he ſhould pay 


five hundred thouſand crowns, and the queen's title 


to Calais ſtill remain; that he ſhould find the ſecu- 


rity of ſeven or eight foreign merchants, not natives 


of France, for the payment of this ſum ; that he 
ſhould deliver five hoſtages till that ſecurity were 


provided; that if Elizabeth broke the peace with 
France or Scotland during the interval, the ſhould 


forfeit all title to Calais; but if Henry made war 


on Elizabeth, he ſhould be obliged immediately to 


reſtore that fortreſs . All men of penetration eafily 


e Forbes, vol. i. p. 54. 
Forbes, p. 68. Ryo tom, xv. p. 505. 
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ſaw that theſe ſtipulations were but a colourable 


* pretence for abandoning Calais; but they excuſed 
the queen on account of the necefhity of her affairs; 


and they even extolled her pradence, in ſubmitting, 
without farther ſtruggle, to that neceſſity. A peace 
with Scotland was a necellary conſequence of that 


with France. 


Pre and Henry terminated hoſtilities by a 


mutual reſtitution of all places taken during the 


courſe of the war; and Philip eſpouſed the prin- 


ceſs Elizabeth, eldeſt daughter of France, formerly 


betrothed to his ſon Don Carlos. The duke of 
Savoy married Margaret, Henry's ſiſter, and ob- 


tained a reſtitution of all his dominions of Savoy 


and Piedmont, except a few towns retained by 


| France. And thus general wacker ſeemed to 
be reſtored to Europe. 


_ Diſguſt 
betwecn 

dhe queen, 
and Mary 


queen of 
Scots, 88 


Bur though peace was concluded between France 


and England, there ſoon appeared a ground of 
quarrel, of the moit ſerious nature, and which was 
_ afterwards attended with the molt important conſe- 


quences. The two marriages of Henry VIII. that 


with Catherine of Arragon, and that with Anne 


Boleyn, were incompatible with each other; and it 


ſeemed impoſlible, that both of them could be re- 
garded as valid and legal: But till the birth of 


Elizabeth tay under ſome diſadvantages, to which 


that of her fiſter Mary was not expoſed. Henry's 


firſt marriage had obtained the ſanction of all the 
powers, both civil and ecclefiaſtical, which were then 


acknowledged in England; and it was natural for 


proteſtants, as well as Romaniſts, to allow, on ac- 


count of the fincere intention of the parties, that 


their iſſue ought to be regarded as legitimate. But 


his divorce and ſecond marriage had been concluded 
in direct oppolition to the ſee of Rome; and though 
they had been ratiſied by the authority both of the 


 Englith parliament and convocation, thoſe who were 


ſtron 817 


l 


ELIZABETH. 


ſtrongly attached to the catholic communion, and © H A P. 


who reaſoned with great ſtrictneſs, were led to re- 
gard them as entirely invalid, and to deny altogether 
the queen's right of ſucceſbon. The next heir of 
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blood was the queen of Scots, now married to the 
dauphin; and the great power of that princeſs, 


joined to her plauſible title, rendered her a formi- 


dable rival to Elizabeth. The king of France had 


ſecretly been ſoliciting at Rome a bull of excom- 
munication againſt the queen ; and ſhe had here 
been beholden to the good offices of Philip, who, 


from intereſt more than either friendſhip or ge- 


neroſity, had negotiated in her favour, and had ſuc- 


ceſsfully oppoſed the pretenſions of Henry. But 


the court of France was not diſcouraged with this 


repulſe: The duke of Guiſe, and his brothers, 


thinking that it would much augment their credit 
if their niece ſhould bring an acceſſion of England, 
as ſhe had already done of Scotland, to the crown 


of France, engaged the king not to neglect the 


claim; and, by their perſt naſion, he ordered his ſon 


and daughter-in-law to aſſume openly the arms as 
well as title of England, and to quarter theſe arms 


on all their equipages, furniture, and liveries. When 


the Engliſh ambaſſador complained of this injury, 


he could obtain nothing but an evaſive anſwer ; that 


as the queen of Scots was deſcended from the blood 


royal of England, ſhe was entitled, by the example 
of many princes, to aſſume the arms of that king- 


dom. But beſides that this practice had never pre- 
vailed without permiſſion being firſt obtained, and 
without making a viſible difference between the 


arms, Elizabeth plainly ſaw, that this pretenſion had 
not been advanced during the reign of her ſiſter 
Mary ; ; and that therefore the king of France in- 


tended, on the firſt opportunity, to diſpute her legi- 
timacy, and her title to the crown. Alarmed at the 
danger, the thencetorth conceived a violent jealouſy 


& - Bp "une. 
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againſt the queen of Scots; and was determined, as 
far as poſſible, to incapacitate Henry from the exe- 
cution of his project. The ſudden death of that 
monarch, who was killed in a tournament at Paris, 
while celebrating the eſpouſals of his ſiſter. with the 
duke of Savoy, altered not her views. Being in 

formed that his ſucceſſor, Francis II. {till donne 
to aſſume, without reſerve, the title of king of Eng- 


land, ſhe began to conſider him and his queen as her 


mortal enemies; and the preſent ſituation of affairs 
in Scotland afforded her a favourable opportunity, 
both of revenging the injury, and pr n for her 
own ſafety. 

Tur murder of the cardinal primate at St. An- 
drews had deprived the Scottifh catholics of a head, 


whoſe ſeverity, courage, and capacity had rendered 


Him extremely formidable to the innovators in reli- 


gion; and the execution of the laws againſt hereſy 


began thenceforth to be more remils. The queen- 


regent governed the kingdom by prudent and mo- : 


derate counſels ; and as ſhe was not diſpoſed to 


ſacrifice the civil intereſts of the fate to the bigotry 
or intereſts of the clergy, ſhe deemed it more expe- 


dient to temporize, and to connive at the progreſs 


re 


of a doctrine which ſhe had not power entirely to 
preſs. When informed of the death of Edward, 


and the acceſſion of Mary to the crown of England, 


ſhe entertained hopes, that the Scottiſh reformers, 
deprived of the countenance which they received 
from that powerful kingdom, would loſe their ar- 
dour with their proſpect of ſucceſs, and would 


gradually return to the faith of their anceſtors. But 
| the progreſs and revolutions of religion are little 


governed by the uſual maxims of civil policy; and 
the event much diſappointed the expectations of the 


repent. Many of the Engliſh preachers, terrified 


with the ſeverity of Mary's government, took ſhelter 
in Scotland, where they found more protection, and 
2 1 milder 
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ELIZABETH. 
a milder adminiſtration, and while they propagated 
their theological tenets, they filled the whole king- 
dom with a juſt horror againſt the cruelties of the 
bigoted catholics, and ſhewed their dilciples the fate 


which they muſt expect, if ever their adverſaries 


ſhould attain an uncontrolled authority over them. 
A HIERARCHY, moderate in its acquiſitions of 
power and riches, may ſafely grant a toleration to 
ſectaries; and the more it ſoftens the zeal of inno- 
vators by lenity and liberty, the more ſecurely will 


it poſſeſs thoſe advantages which the legal eſtabliſh- 


ments beſtow upon it. But where ſuperſtition has 
raiſed a church to ſuch an exorbitant height as that 


of Rome, perſecution is leſs the reſult of bigotry in 
the prieſts, than of a neceſſary policy; and the rigour 


of law is the only method of repelling the attacks of 
men who, beſides religious zeal, have ſo many other 
motives, derived both from public and private in- 


tereſt, to engage them on the fide of innovation. 


But though ſuch overgrown hierarchies may long 


ſupport themſelves by theſe violent expedients, the 
time comes when ſeverities tend only to enrage the 
new feQtaries, and make them break through all 
bounds of reaſon and moderation. This criſis was 
now viſibly approaching in Scotland; and whoever 
conſiders merely the tranſactions reſulting from it, 
will be inclined to throw the blame equally on both 
parties; whoever enlarges his view, and reflects on 
the ſituations, will remark the neceſſary progreſs of 
human affairs, and the operation of thoſe principles 


which are inherent in human nature. 
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Some heads of the reformers in Scotland, ſuch as Reform- 
the earl of Argyle, his fon lord Lorne, the earls of ation in, 


Morton and Glencarne, Erſkine of Dun, and others, 


Scotland, 


obſerving the danger to which they were expoſed, 


privately into a bond or aſſociation; and called them- 


ſelves the Congregation of the Lord, in contradiſ- 
je OS tinction 


and deſirous to propagate their principles, entered 
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tinction to the eſtabliſhed church, which they de- 
nominated the congregation of Satan. Tae tenour 
of the bond was as follows : We perceiving how 
66 Satan, in his members, the antichriſt of our time, 
«© do cruelly rage, ſeeking to overthrow and to de- 
„ ſtroy the goſpel of Chriſt and his congregation, 


© ought, according to our bounden duty, to ſtrive, 


e in our Maſter's cauſe, even unto the death, being 
ce certain of the victory in him. We do therefore 


* promiſe, before the majeſty of God and his 
„ congregation, that we, by his grace, ſhall with 


5* all diligence continually apply our whole power, 
% ſubſtance, and our very lives, to maintain, ſet 


forward, and eſtabliſh the moſt bleſſed word 


of God and his congregation; and ſhall labour, 


<« by all poſſible means, to have faithful miniſters, 


< truly and purely to nuniſter Chriſt's goſpel and 


& ſacraments to his people: We ſhall maintain 


c them, nouriſh them, and defend them, the whole 


* congregation of Chriſt, and every member there- 
e of, by our whole power, and at the hazard of 
* our lives, againſt Satan, and all wicked power, 


c who may intend tyranny and trouble againſt the 
ee ſaid congregation : Unto which holy word and 


* congregation we do join ourſelves; and we for- 
<« ſake and renounce the congregation of Satan, 


with all the ſuperſtitious abomination and idolatry 


< thereof; and moreover ſhall declare ourſelves ma- 
ce nifeſtly enemies thereto, by this faithful promiſe 


before God, teſtified to this congregation by our 
CO ſubſcriptions. At Edinburgh, the third of De- 


e cember 15573.“ 


Hap the ſubſcribers of this 3 league been 


content only to demand a toleration of the new opi- 
nions; however incompatible their pretenſions might 
have been with the policy of the church of Rome, 


£ Keith, p. 66. Knox, . 101. 


they 
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they would have had the praĩſe of oppoſing tyrannical 
laws, enacted to ſupport an c{tabliſhment prejudicial 


to civil ſociety: But it is plain that they carried their 


views much farther; and their practice immediately 


diſcovered the ſpirit by which they were actuated. 
Supported by the authority which they thought be- 
longed to them as the congregation of the Lord, 


they ordained, that prayers in the vulgar tongue“ 


ſhould be uſed in all the pariſh churches of the 
kingdom ; and that preaching, and the interpret- 
ation of the ſcriptures, ſhould be practiſed in 


private houſes, till God ſhould move the prince 


to grant public preaching by faithful and true mi- 
niſters i. Such bonds of affociation are always 
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the forerunners of rebellion; and this violent in- 


vaſion of the eſtabliſned religion v was the actual 


commencement of it. 


BrroRE this league was publicly known, or avowed, 


the clergy, alarmed with the progrels of the reform. 


ation, attempted to recover their loſt authority by a 


violent exerciſe of power, which tended ſtill farther 


to augment the zeal and number of their enemies. 
Hamilton, the primate, ſeized Walter Mill, a prieſt 


of an irreproachable life, who had embraced the new 


K The reformers uſed at that time FIR Edw 1 bturny in 
Scotland. Forbes, p. 155+ — . Keith, b. 66, Knox, p. 101. 


1 „ 


doctrines; and having tried him at St. Andrews, 
condemned him to the flames for hereſy. Such ge- 
neral averſion was entertained againſt this barbarity, 
that it was ſome time before the biſhops could pre- 
vall on any one to act the part of a civil judge, and 
pronounce ſentence upon Mill; and even after the 
time of his execution was fixed, all the ſhops of St. 
Andrews being ſhut, no one would ſell a rope to 
tie him to the ltake, and the primate himſelt was 
obliged to furnith this implement. The man bore 
the torture with that courage which, though uſual 
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aſtoniſhing to the multitude. The people, to ex- 


preſs their abhorrence againſt the cruelty of the 


prieſts, raiſed a monument of ſtones on the place of 


his execution; and, as faſt as the ſtones were re- 


moved by order of the clergy, they were again ſup- 


plied from the voluntary zeal of the populace . It 
is in vain for men to oppoſe the ſevereſt punith- 


ment to the united motives of religion and public 


applauſe; and this was the laſt barbarity of the kind 


which the catholics had the power to exerciſe in 
Scotland. ; 
Some time after, the people Gleovered their ſen- 
timents in ſuch a manner as was ſufficient to prog- 
noſticate to the prieſts the fate which was awaiting 


them. It was uſual on the feſtival of St. Giles, the 


tutelar ſaint of Edinburgb, to carry in proceſſion the 

image of that ſaint; but the proteſtants, in order to 

prevent the ceremony, found means, on the eve of 
the feſtival, to purloin the ſtatue from the church; 


and they pleaſed themſelves with imagining the ſur- 


priſe and diſappointment of his votaries. The 
clergy, however, framed haſtily a new image, which, 


in deriſion, was called by the people young St. 


Giles; and they carried it through the ſtreets, at- 
tended by all the eccleſiaſties in the town and neigh- 
bourhood. The multitude abſtained from violence 


ſo long as the queen-regent continued a ſpectator, 


but the moment ſhe retired, they invaded the idol, 


threw it in the mare, and broke It in pieces. The 
flight and terror of the prieſts and friars, who, it 


was remarked, deſerted in his greateſt diſtreſs the 


; preganon proceeded with WRAY in open! y Toning 


object of their worſhip, was the ſource of univerſal 
mockery and laughter. 


ENCOURAGED by all theſe appearances, the Con- 


k Knox, p. 122. 


ſubſcriptions. 
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ſüubſcriptions to their league; ; and the death of CM A Lo 

Mary of England, with the acceſſion of Elizabeth, 

> which happened about this time, contributed to in- 15594 

creaſe their hopes of final ſucceſs in their under- 

taking. They ventured to preſent a petition to the 
regent, craving a reformation of the church, and of 
the wicked, ſcandalous and deteftable lives of the 
prelates and eccleſiaſtics . They framed a petition, 
which they intended to preſent to parliament, and 
in which, after premiſing that they could not com- 
municate with the damnable idolatry and intolera- 
ble abuſes of the papiſtical church, they defired, 
that the laws againſt heretics ſhould be executed by . 
the civil magiltrate alone, and that the 1 5 
ſhould be the ſole rule in judging of hereſy”. 
even petitioned the convocation, and Rd Sap 
prayers ſhould be ſaid in the vulgar tongue, and 
that biſhops ſhould be choſen with the conſent of 
the gentry of the dioceſe, and prieſts with the con- 
ſent of the pariſhioners *. The regent prudently 
temporiſed between theſe parties; and as ſhe aimed 
at procuring a matrimonial crown for her ſon-in-law, 
the dauphin, ſhe was, on that as well as other ac- 
counts, unwilling to come to extremities with either 
of them. 
Bur after this conceſſion was obtained, ſhe re- 

_ ceived orders from France, probably dictated by the 
violent. ſpirit of her brothers, to proceed with ri- 
gour againſt the reformers, and to reſtore the royal 
authority by ſome ſignal act of power*. She made 
the more eminent of the proteſtant teachers be cited 
to appear before the council at Stirling ; but when 
their followers were marching thither in great mul- 
titudes, in order to protect and countenance them, 

| the enter tained | appreventions of an inſurrection, 


1 Knox, p. 121. ® Ibid. p. 123. u Keith, p. 78. 81,82. 
* MelviPs Memoirs p. 24. 28 vol. ii. p. 4 
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and, it is ſaid, diſſipated the people by a promiſe *, 
that nothing ſhould be done to the prejudice of the 


miniſters. Sentence, however, was paſſed, by which 


all the miniſters were pronounced rebels, on ac- 
count of their not appearing : A meaſure which 
enraged the people, and made them reſolve to op- 


pole the regent's authority by force of arms, and to 


proceed to extremities againſt the clergy of the eſta- 


bliſhed religion. 


In this critical time, John Knox ai from 


Geneva, where he had paſſed ſome years in baniſh- 


ment, and where he had imbibed, from his com- 


rt May. 


merce with Calvin, the higheſt fanaticiſm of his 

ſet, augmented by the native ferocity of his own 
character. He had been invited back to Scotland 
by the leaders of the reformation; and mounting 


the pulpit at Perth, during the preſent ferment of 


men's minds, he ee with his uſual vehe- 
mence againſt the idolatry and other abominations | 
of the church of Rome, and incited his audience to 


exert their utmoſt zeal for its ſubverſion. A prieſt 
was ſo imprudent after this ſermon, as to open his 
repoſitory of images and reliques, and prepare him- 


ſelf to ſay maſs. The audience, exalted to a diſ- 


poſition for any furious enterpriſe, were as much 


_ enraged as if the ſpectacle had not been quite fa- 


miliar to them: They attacked the prieſt with 
fury, broke the images in pieces, tore the pictures, 


_ overthrew the altars, ſcattered about the ſacred 


vaſes; and left no implement of idolatrous wor- 


Hp, as they termed it, entire or undefaced. They 
thence proceeded, with additional numbers and 
augmented rage, to the monalteries of the grey 
and black friars, which they pillaged in an inſtant : 


The Carthuſians underwent the fame fate: And the 
5 populace, not content with robbing and expelling b 


p Sce note [BJ] at the end of the volume. ES 
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the monks vented their fury on the buildings which 


had been the receptacles of ſuch abomination ; and 
in a little time nothing but the walls of theſe edifices 
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were left ſtanding. The inhabitants of Couper in 


Fife ſoon after imitated the example *. | 

TE queen regent, provoked at theſe violences, 
aſſembled an army, and prepared to chaſtiſe the re- 
bels. She had about two thouſand French under 


Civil wars 
in Scot- 
land. 


her command, with a few Scottiſh troops; and 


being aſſiſted by ſuch of the nobility as were well 
affected to her, ſhe pitched her camp within ten 


miles of Perth. Even the earl of Argyle, and lord 


James Stuart, prior of St. Andrews, the queen's 
natural brother, though deeply engaged with the 


reformers, attended the regent in this enterpriſe, 


either becauſe they blamed the fury of the populace, 
or hoped, by their own influence and authority, to 
_ mediate ſome agreement between the parties. The 
| Congregation, on the other hand, made preparations 
for defence; and being joined by the earl of Glen- 
carne from the weſt, and being countenanced 
by many of the nobility and gentry, they appeared 


formidable from their numbers, as well as from 
the zeal by which they were animated. They 


ſent an addreſs to the regent, where they plainly 
inſinuated, that if they were purſued to extremities 


by the cruel beaſts the churchmen, they would 


have recourſe to foreign powers for aſſiſtance; 


and they ſubſcribed themſelves her faithful ſub- 


jects i in all things not repugnant to God, aſſuming, 


at the ſame time, the name of the faithful con- 


gregation of Chriſt Jeſus :. They applied to the 
nobility attending her, and maintained that their 
own paſt violences were juſtified by the word of 


God, which commands the godly to deſtroy idolatry, 
and all the monuments of it; and though all civil 
authority was ſacred, yet was there a great difference 


2 Spotſwood, p. 121. Knox, p. 127. Knox, p. 129. 


between 
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between the authority and the perſons who exerciſed 


it*; and that it ought to be conſidered, whether 
or not thoſe abominations, called by the peſtilent 


papiſts, Religion, and which they defend by fire 


and ſword, be the true religion of Chriſt Jeſus. 


They remonſtrated with ſuch of the queen's army 


„ mighty power had erected among them; whoſe 
cc miniſters have the ſame authority which Chriſt 


as had formerly embraced their party, and told 


them, “ That as they were already reputed traitors 


* by God, they ſhould likewiſe be excommunicated 
Ws their ſociety, and from the participation of 


<« the ſacraments of the church, which God by his 


13 2 n to his apoſtles in theſe words, Whoſe ſins 


je ſhall forgive ſhall be forgiven, and whoſe ſins 


ye ſhall retain ſhall be retained :. We may here 


Fs that theſe new ſaints were no leſs lofty in their 


pretenſions than the ancient hierarchy : No wonder 
they were enraged againſt the latter as their rivals in 


dominion. They joined to all theſe declarations an 
_ addreſs to the eſtabliſhed church; and they affixed 


c the peſtilent prelates and their ſhavelings * in 


this title to it: * To the generation of antichriſt, 


„ Scotland, the Congregation of Chriſt Jeſus within 


« the ſame ſayeth.” The tenour of the manifeſto _ 
was ſuitable to the title. They told the eccleſiaſtics, 
« As ye by tyranny intend not only to deſtroy our 


„ bodies, but allo by the ſame to hold our ſouls in 


8 bondage of the devil, ſubject to idolatry ; fo ſhall 
„ we with all the force and power which God ſhall 


* grant unto us, execute jult vengeance and puniſh- 


& ment upon you: Yea, we ſhall begin that ſame war 


<« which God commanded Iſrael to execute againſt 


„the Canaanites; that is, contract of peace ſhall 


« never be made till you deſiſt from your open 
6 idolatry and cruel el perſecution of God's children. | 


: Knox, p 131. 8 4. P. 133. 
"7% contemptuous term for a pi ieſt. 
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„And this, in the name of the eternal God, and C HA P. 


«© of his ſon Chriſt Jeſus, whole verity we orofeſs, XXXVII. 


«© and goſpel we have preached, and holy ſacra- 
ments rightly adminiſtered, we ſignify unto you, 
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* to be our intent, ſo far as God will aſſiſt us to 
„ withſtand your idolatry. Take this for warning, 


and be not deceived ”.”” With theſe outrageous 
{ymptoms, commenced in Scotland that cant, hypo- 
criſy, and fanaticiſm, which long infeſted that king- 
dom, and which, though now mollified by the lenity 


of the civil power, is ſtill ready to break out on all 


occaſions. 


THE queen-regent, finding ſuch obſtinate zeal in 


the rebels, was content to embrace the counſels of 
Argyle and the prior of St. Andrews, and to form 
an accommodation with them. She was received 
into Perth, which ſubmitted, on her promiling an 


indemnity for paſt oflences, and engaging not to 
leave any French garrilon in the place. Complaints, 


very ill founded, immediately aroſe concerning the 
infraction of this capitulation. Some of the in- 


habitants, it was pretended, were moleſted on ac- 
count of the late violences; and ſome companies of 


Scotch foldiers ſuppoſed to be in French pay, were 


quartered in the town; which ſtep, though taken 


on very plauſible grounds, was loudly exclaimed 
againit by the Congregation *. It is aſſerted, that the 


' regent, to juſtify theſe meaſures, declared that princes 


ought not to have their promiles too ſtrictly urged 
upon them; nor was any faith to be Kept with here- 


tics; and that tor her part, could the find as good 


a colour, ſhe would willingly bereave all theſe men 
of their lives and fortunes . But it is nowiſe likely 
that ſuch expreſſions ever dropped from this prudent 


and virtuous princels. On the contrary, it appears, 


that all cheſe violences were diſagreeable to her; 


3 Keith, . 85, 86, 87. Kaox 134. * Knox, p. 139. 
7 Ibid. eos p- 123, 5 TY 
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that ſhe was in this particular over- ruled by t the 
authority of the French counſellors placed about 


her; and that ſhe often thought, if the management 
of thoſe affairs had been entruſted wholly to herſelf, 
ſhe could cafily, without force, have accommodated 


all differences * * 


Tax Congregation, inflamed with their own zeal, 


and enraged by theſe diſappointments, remained not 


long in tranquillity. Even before they left Perth, 
and while as yet they had no colour to complain of 
any violation of treaty, they had ſigned a new cove- 


nent, in which, beſides their engagements to mutual 


defence, they vowed in the name of God, to em- 
ploy their whole power in deſtroying every thing 


that diſhonoured his holy name; and this covenant 


was ſubſcribed among others, by Argyle and the 
prior of St. Andrews *. Theſe two leaders now 
defired no better pretence for deſerting the regent 
and openly joining their aſſociates, than the com- 
plaints, however doubtful, or rather falſe, of her 
breach of promiſe. The Congregation alſo, en- 
couraged by this acceſſion of force, gave themſelves 
up entirely to the furious zeal of Knox, and renewed | 
at Crail, Anſtruther, and other places in Fife, like 


5 depredations on the churches and monaſteries with 


thoſe formerly committed at Perth and Couper. 


The regent, who marched againſt them with her 


army, finding their power ſo much increaſed, was 


glad to conclude a rruce tor a few days, and to paſs 


over with her forces to the Lothians. The reform- 


ers beſieged and took Perth ; proceeded thence to 


Stirling, where they cxercifed their uſual fury; 
Finding nothing able to reſiſt them, they bent their 
march to E dinburgh, the inhabitants of which, 


as they had already anticipated the zeal of the Con- 


gregation den the churches and monaſteries, 


| 2 See note C] at the end of the 8 e. 
5 Ry p- 89. Knox, p. 138. Qs 
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gladly opened their gates to them. The regent, CHAP. 
with a few forces which remained with her, took XXX VIII. 


ſhelter in Dunbar, where ſhe fortified herſelf, in ex- 
 peRtation of a reinforcement from France. 


— — 
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MrANWIIIL E, ſhe employed her partiſans in re- 


preſenting to the people the dangerous conſequences 
of this open rebellion ; and ſhe endeavoured to con- 
vince them, that the lord James, under pretence of 


religion, had formed the ſcheme of wreſting the 


ſceptre from the hands of the fovereign. By theſe 
_ conſiderations many were engaged to deſert the 
army of the Congregation ; but much more by the 
want of pay, or any means of ſubſiſtence ; and the 


regent obferving the malcontents to be much 


weakened, ventured to march to Edinburgh with a 
deſign of ſuppreſling them. On the interpoſition of 


the duke of Chatelrault, who ſtill adhered to her, 


the agreed to a capitulation, in which ſhe granted 


them a toleration of their religion, and they engaged 
to commit no farther depredations on the churches. 


' Soon after they evacuated the city; and before they 
left it, they proclaimed the articles of agreement; 
but they took care to publiſh only the articles fa- 
| vourable to themſelves, and they were guilty of an 
impoſture, in adding one to the number, namely, 


that idolatry ſhould not again be erected in any place 


where it was at that time ſuppreſied *. 


AN agreement, concluded while men were in this 
diſpoſition, could not be durable; and both ſides 


endeavoured to ſtrengthen themſelves as much as 


poſſible againſt the enſuing rupture, which appeared 
inevitable. The regent, having got a reinforcement. 
of one thouſand men from France, began to fortify 
Leith; and the Congregation ſeduced to their party 


the duke of Chatelrault, who had long appeared in- 


clined to join them, and who was at laſt determined 


by the arrival of his fon, the earl of Arran, from 


* See note 1 at the end & the volume. 
'S France, 
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France, where he had eſcaped many dangers, from 


the jealouſy, as well as bigotry, of Henry and 


the duke of Guiſe. More French troops ſoon after 


diſembarked under the command of La Broſſe, who 


Vas followed by the biſhop of Amiens, and three 


doors of the Sorbonne. Theſe laſt were ſupplied 
with {tore of ſyllogiſms, authorities, citations, and 
ſcholaſtic arguments, which they intended to oppoſe 
to the Scottiſh preachers, and which they juſtly 


preſumed, would acquire force, and produce con- 


viction, by the influence of the French arms and 


artillery *. 
Tut conſtable Montmoreney had always oppoſed 


the marriage of the dauphin with the queen of 
Sets, and had foretold, that by forming ſuch cloſe 
connexions with Scottand, the ancient league would 


be diſſolved; and the natives of that kingdom, 


Jealous of a foreign yoke, would ſoon become, in- 
ſtead of allies attached by intere{t and inclination, 
the moſt i inveterate enemies to the French govern- 
ment. But though the event ſeemed now to have 


juſtified the prudence of that aged miniſter, it is 
not impr obable, conſidering the violent counſels by 


which France was governed, that the inſurrection 
was deeined a tayourable event; as affording a pre- 
tence for lending over armies, for entirely ſubd uing 


the country, for attainting the rebels“, and for pre- 


paring means thence to invade England, and ſup- 


port Mary's title to the crown of that kingdom. 


The leaders of the Congregation, weil acquainted 


with theſe views, were not inſenſible of their danger, 


and ſaw that their only ſafety conſiſted in the vigour 
and ſucceſs of their meaſures. They were encou- 
raged by the intelligence received of the ſudden 
death of Henry II.; and having paſſed an act from 
their own authority, depriving the queen-dowager of 
the regency, and ordering all the French troops 10 


Spot ſwood, p. 134. Thuan. lib. xxiv. 85 10. 
Forbes, vol. i. p. 139. Thuau. lib. n 
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evacuate the kingdom, they collected forces to put CHAP. 
their edict in execution againſt them. They again _—_ 
became maſters of Edinburgh; but found them- 1599. 
ſelves unable to keep long poſſeſſion of that city. 
Their tumultuary armies, aſſembled in haſte, and 
ſupported by no pay, ſoon ſepirated upon the leaſt 
diſaſter, or even any delay of ſucceſs; and were 
incapable of reſiſting ſuch veteran troops as the 
French, who were alſo ſeconded by ſome of the 
Scottiſh nobility, among whom the earl of Bothwel 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf, Hearing that the marquis of 
Elbeuf, brother to the regent, was levying an army 
againſt them in Germany, they thought themſelves 
excuſable for applying, in this extremity, to the 
aſſiſtance of England ; and as the ſympathy of reli- 
gion, as well as regard to national liberty, had now 
counterbalanced the ancient animoſity againſt that 
kingdom, this meaſure was the reſult of inclination, 
no leſs than of intereſt'. Maitland of Lidington, 
therefore, and Robert Melvil, were ſecretly dif- 
| patchedby the Congregation to ſolicit ſuccours from 
Elizabeth. 
| - Tux wiſe council of Elizabeth did not long de- Interpo. 
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liberate in agreeing to this requeſt, which concurred the queen 
ſo well with the views and intereſts of their miſtreſs. Eon 
Cecil in particular repreſented to the queen, that the 
union of the crowns of Scotland and France, both 
of them the hereditary enemies of England, was ever 
regarded as a pernicious event; and her father, as 
well as protector Somerſet, had employed every 
OP both of war and negotiation, to prevent 
: That the claim, which Mary advanced to the 
5 pos rendered the preſent ſituation of England {till 
more dangerous, and demanded, on the part of the 
queen, the greateſt vigilance and precaution : That 
| the capacity, ambition, and exorbitant views of the 
family of Guile, who now governed the French 


— Pata. E EE 


1 egee note [E] at the end of the volume. 
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CHAP. counſels, were ſufficiently known; and they them- 
XXXV111, 


— annum ne 
1559. 


ſelves made no ſecret of their deſign to place their 
niece on the throne of England: That, deeming 
themſelves ſecure of ſucceſs, they had already, ſome- 


what imprudently and prematurely, taken off the 
_ maſk; and Throgmorton, the Engliſh ambaſſador 
at Paris, ſent over, by every courier, inconteſtable 
proofs of their hoſtile intentions“: That they only 
waited till Scotland ſhould be entirely ſubdued; and 
having thus deprived the Engliſn of the advantages To 
reſulting from their ſituation and naval power, they 
prepared means for ſubverting the queen's authority: 
That the zealous catholics in England, diſcontented 
with the preſent government, and ſatisfied in the le- 


gality of Mary's title, would bring them conſiderable 


reinforcement, and would diſturb every meaſure of 
defence againſt that formidable power: That the 
only expedient for preventing theſe defigns was to 
ſeize the preſent opportunity, and take advantage ot 
a like zeal in the proteſtants of Scotland; nor could 
any doubt be entertained with regard to the juſtice 
bol a meaſure, founded on ſuch evident neceſſity, and 
directed only to the ends of ſelf-preſervation : That 
though a French war, attended with great expence, 
leemed the neceſſary conſequence of {upporting the 
malcontents of Scotland, that power, if removed to 


the continent, would be much leſs formidable; and 


a ſmall diſburſement at preſent would in the end be 
found the greateſt frugality: And that the domeſtic 


diſſenſions of France, which every day augmented, 


together with the alliance of Philip, who, notwith- | 
ſtanding his bigotry and hypocriſy, would never 

permit the entire conqueſt of England, were ſuffi- | 
cCient to ſecure the queen againſt the dangerous am- 
bition and reſentment of the houſe of Guile *. | 


# Forbes, vol. i. p. 134. 136. 149, 150. 169. 165. 181, 194, 


229. 231. 235—241. 253. s Forbes, vol. i. p. 387. 
Jebb, vol. i. p. 448. Keith, Append. 24. 
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9 ELIZaBETH's propenſity to caution and ceconomy © H A P. 
' was, though with ſome difficulty *, overcome by theſe n 
powerful motives; and ſhe prepared herſelf to ſup- 1559. 
port, by arms and money, the declining affairs of 
the Congregation in Scotland. She equipped a fleet, 
which conſiſted of thirteen ſhips of war ; and giving 
the command of it to Winter, ſhe ſent it to the Frith 
of Forth: She appointed the young duke of Norfolk 
her heutenant in the northern counties, and ſhe aſ- 
ſembled at Berwick an army of eight thouſand men 
under the command of lord Grey, warden of the 
eaſt and middle marches. Though the court of 
France, ſenſible of the danger, offered her to make 
immediate reſtitution of Calais, provided ſhe would 
not interpoſe in the affairs of Scotland; ihe reſo- 
lutely replied, that ſhe never would put an incon- 
ſiderable fiſhing-town in competition with the ſafety 
of her dominions *; and ſhe {till continued her pre- 
parations. She concluded a treaty of mutual de- 
fence with the Congregation, which was to laſt du- 


ling the marriage of the queen of Scots with Francis, 
| | and a year after; and ſhe promiſed never to deſiſt 
till the French had entirely evacuated Scotland “. 


And having thus taken all proper meaſures for ſuc- 


9 ceſs, and received from the Scots ſix hoſtages for 
$1 the performance of articles, ſhe ordered her fleet 
3 | and army to begin their operations. : 
3 Tux appearance of Elizabeth's fleet in the Frith 9 x 
diſconcerted the French army, who were at that time 
l, ravaging the county of Fife; and obliged them to 
\- | make a circuit by Stirling, in order to reach Leith, 
r | where they prepared themſelves for defence. The 
1. Engliſh army, reinforced by five thouſand Scots“, 
1- | tat down before the place; and after two ſkirmiſhes, 

5 > Forbes, vol. i. p. 470 1 1 Spotſu 904 p. 146. 
4. « Knox, p 217. Haynes s State papers, vol. i. p. 153. Ry- 
3. mer, tom. xv. p. 569. Haynes, vol. i. 2 250, 259. 
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eur in the former of which the Engliſh had the advan. | 
2 tage, in the latter the French, they began to batter | 
1560. the town; and, though repulſed with conſiderable 

loſs ma raſh and ill conducted aſſault, they reduced 
the garriſon to great difficulties. T dein diſtreſs was 
augmented by two events; the diſperſion by a ſtorm 
of d' Elbeuf's fleet, which carried a conſiderable army 
on board, and the death of the queen-regent, who 
expired a about this time in the caſtle of Edinburgh; 
a woman endowed with all the capacity which hone — 
forth in her family, but poſſeſſed of much more vir- 
tue and moderation than appeared in the conduct of 
the other branches of it. The French, who found 
it impoſlible to ſubſiſt for want of proviſions, and 
who ſaw, that the Engliſh were continually reinforced 
Sth July. by freſh numbers, were obliged to capitulate : And 
the biſhop of Valence and count Randan, plenipo- 
tentiaries from France, ſigned a treaty at Edinburgh 
: with Cecil and Dr. Wotton, whom Elizabeth had 
etc ſent thither for that purpoſe. It was there ſtipulated, 
fs that the French ſhould inſtantly evacuate Scotland; 
that the king and queen of France and Scotland 
ſhould thenceforth abſtain from bearing the arms of 
England, or aſſuming the title of that kingdom ; 
that farther ſatisfaction for the i injury already done 
in that particular ſhould be granted Elizabeth; and 
the commiſſioners ſhould meet to ſettle this point, 
or if they could not agree, that the king of Spain 
ſhould be umpire between the crowns. Beſides theſe 
ſtipulations, which regarded England, ſome concel- 
ſions were granted to the Scots; namely, that an 
amneſty ſhould be publiſhed for all paſt offences; | 
that none but natives ſhould enjoy any office in Scot= | 
land ; that the ſtates ſhould name twenty-four per- 
ſons, of whom the queen of Scots ſhould choole ſeven, 
and the ſtates five, and in the hands of theſe twelve 
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mould the whole adminiſtration be placed during 


their queen's abſence ; and that Mary thould neither 
make peace nor war without conſent of the ſtates". 


In order to h-{ten the execution of this important 
treaty, Elizabeth tent ſhips, by which the French 


forces were traniported into their own country. 
Trvs Europe ſaw, in the firſt tranſaction of this 
reign, the genius and capacity of the queen and her 
miniſters. She diſcerned at a diſtance the danger 
which threatened her ; ; and inſtantly took vigorous 


mealures to prevent it. Making all poflible ad- 
vantages of her ſituation, ſhe proceeded with ce- 
lerity to a deciſion; and was not diverted by any 


offers, negotiations, or remonſtrances of the French 


court. She ſtopped not till ſhe had brought the 
matter to a final iſſue; and had converted that very 
power, to which her enemies truſted for her de- 
ſtruction, into her firmeſt ſupport and ſecurity. 
By exacting no improper conditions from the Scot- 


tiſh malcontents, even during their greateſt diſtreſſes, 
the eſtabliſhed an entire confidence with them; and 
having cemented the union by all the ties of gra- 
titude, intereſt, and religion, ſhe now poſſeſſed an 
influence over them beyond what remained even 
with their native ſovereign. The regard, which 


ſhe acquired by this dexterous and ſpirited conduct, 


gave her every where, abroad as well as at home, 
more authority than had attended her ſiſter, though 


ſupported by all the power of the Spaniſh mo- 


narchy “. © 


THE ſubſequent meaſures of the Scottiſh reform: 
ers tended ſtill more to cement their union with 
England. Being now entirely maſters of the King- 


dom, they made no farther ceremony or ſcruple in 
fully electing their purpoſe. In the treaty ot Edin- 


n Rymer, 3 Xv. p. 593. Keith, p. 137. Spot ſwood, 
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burgh it had been agreed, that a parliament or 
convention ſhould ſoon be aflembled; and the 


leaders of the Congregation, not waiting till the 
queen of Scots ſhould ratify that treaty, thought 


themſelves fully entitled, without the ſovereign's 


authority, immediately to ſummon a parliament. 


Ihe reformers preſented a petition to this aſſembly; 
in which they were not contented with defiring the 


eſtabliſhment of their doctrine; they alſo applied 


for the puniſhment of the catholics, whom they 
called vaſſals to the Roman harlot; and they al- 
ſerted, that, among all the rabble of the clergy, 


ſuch is their expreſſion, there was not one lawful 


miniſter; but that they were, all of them, thieves 
and murderers; yea, rebels and traitors to Gvil au- 


thority; and therefore unworthy to be ſuffered in 


any reformed commonwealthꝰ. The parliament ſeem 
to have been actuated by the ſame ſpirit of rage 


and perſecution. After ratifying a confeſſion of 


; faith agreeable to the new doctrines, they paſſed 


a ſtatute againſt the maſs, and not only aboliſhed it 
in all the churches, but enacted, that whoever, any 


where, either officiated in it, or was preſent at it, 


ſhould be chaſtiſed, for the firſt offence, with con- 
fiſcation of goods and corporal puniſhment, at the 
diſcretion of the magiſtrate; for the ſecond, with 


baniſhment ; and for the third, with loſs of life“. 
A law was allo voted for aboliſhing the papal ju- 


rildiction in Scotland: The preſbyterian form of 


diſcipline was ſettled, leaving only at firlt ſome ſha- 


dow of authority to certain eccleſiaſtics, whom they 


called Superintendants. The prelates of the ancient 
faith appeared, in order to complain of great in- 
juſtice committed on them by the invaſion of their 
property, but the parliament took no notice , of 
them; ull, at laſt, theſe eccleſialtics, tired with 
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ELIZABETH, 
fruitleſs attendance, departed the town. They were 
then cited to appear; and as nobody preſented him- 
ſelf, it was voted by the parliament, that the eccle- 
ſiaſtics were entirely ſatisfied, and found no en 
of complaint. 

Six James Sandilands, prior of St. lohan, was 
ſent over to France to obtain the ratification of theſe 
acts; but was very ill received by Mary, who de- 
nied the validity of a parliament ſummoned with - 


out the royal conſent ; and ſhe refuſed her ſanction 
to thoſe ſtatutes. But the proteſtants gave them 
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ſelves little concern about their queen's refuſal. 


They immediately put the ſtatutes in execution: 


They aboliſhed the maſs ; they ſettled their mi- 


niſters; they committed every where furious de- 
 vaſtations on the monaſteries, and even on the 
churches, which they thought profaned by idolatry, 


and deeming the property of the clergy lawful prize, 


they took poſſeſſion, without ceremony, of the far 
greater part of the eccleſiaſtical revenues. Their 


new preachers, who had authority ſufficient to in- 


cite them to war and inſurrection, could not reſtrain 


authority in that country. The proteſtant nobility 


and gentry, united by the conſciouſneſs of ſuch un- 
pardonable guilt, alarmed for their new poſſeſſions, 
well acquainted with the imperious character of the 


houſe of Guiſe, ſaw no ſafety for themſelves but in 


their rapacity; and fanaticiſm concurring with ava- 
rice, an incurable wound was given to the papal 


the protection of England; and they diſpatched 
Morton, Glencarne, and Lidington, to exprels their 


fincere gratitude to the queen for her paſt favours, 


and repreſent to her the neceſſity ot "coltmung 
them. . 

ELIZABETH, on her part, had equal reaſon to 
maintain a union with the Scottiſh proteſtants ; ; and 


ſoon found that the houſe of Guile, notwithſtand- 


ing their former diſappointments, had not laid aſide 
the deſign of contelting her title, and ſubverting 
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were wholly directed by them, refuſed to ratify the 


treaty of Edinburgh; and ſhewed no diſpoſition to 
give her any ſatisfaction for that mortal affront, 
which they had put upon her, by their openly al- 


ſuming the title and arms of England, She was 
ſenſible of the danger attending fuch pretenſions ; 


and it was with pleafure ſhe heard of the violent 


factions which prevailed in the French government, 
and of the oppoſition which had ariſen againſt the 
meaſures of the duke of Guiſe. That ambitious _ 
prince, ſupported by his tour brothers, the cardinal | 
of Lorraine, the duke of Aumale, the marquis of 


Elbeuf, and the grand prior, men no leſs ambitious 
than himſelf, had engroſſed all the authority of the 


crown; and as he was poſſeſſed of every quality 


which could command the eſteem or ſeduce the at- 


fections of men, there appeared no end of his ac- 

quiſitions and pretenfions. The conſtable, Mont- 
morency, who had long balanced his credit, was de- | 
prived of all power: The princes of the blood, the | 
king of Navarre, and his brother, the prince of | 
Conde, were entirely excluded from T4 and 
favour: The queen- mother herſelf, Catherine de 
Medicis, found her influence every day declining 5 


And as Francis, a young prince, infirm both in 


by the zealous ſpirit of the age, the profelytes to the 


mind and body, was wholly governed by his con- 
fort, who knew no law but the pleaſure of her 
uncles, men deſpaired of ever obtaining freedom 
from the dominion of that aſpiring family. It was 
the conteſts of religion which firſt inſpired the 


French with courage pen to oppole their un- 


limited authority. f 
THE theological diſputes, firſt ſlanted i in the north 
of Germany, next in Switzerland, countries at that 
time wholly illiterate, had long ago penetrated into 
France; and as they were aſſiſted by the general diſ- 


content vgainli the court and church of Rome, and 
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new religion were ſecretly increaſing in every pro- CHAP. 
vince, Henry II. in imitation of his father Francis, A 
bad oppoſed the progreſs of the reformers; and <6. 
though a prince addicted to pleaſure and ſociety, he 
was tranſported by a vehemence, as well as bigotry, 
which had little place in the conduct of his pre- 
deceſſor. Rigorous puniſhments had been inflicted 
on the moſt eminent of the proteſtant party; and 
a point of honour ſeemed to have ariſen, whether 
the one ſect could exerciſe, or the other ſuffer, moſt 
barbarity. The death of Henry put ſome ſtop to 
the perſecutions ; and the people, who had admired 
the conſtancy of the new preachers, now heard with 
favour their doctrines and arguments. But the car- 
dinal of Lorraine, as well as his brothers, who were 
poſſefled of the legal authority, thought it their in- 
tereſt to ſupport the eſtabliſhed religion; and when 
they revived the execution of the penal ſtatutes, 
they neceſſarily drove the malcontent princes and 
nobles to embrace the protection of the new religion. 
The king of Navarre, a man of mild diſpoſitions, 
but of a weak character, and the prince of Conde, 
who poſſeſſed many great qualities, having decla red 
themſelves in favour of the proteſtants, that ſect 
acquired new force from their countenance z and 
the admiral, Coligni, with his brother Andelot, no 
longer ſcrupled to make open profeſſion of their 
communion. The integrity of the admiral, who was 
believed ſincere in his attachment to the new doc- 
trine, end his great reputation both for valour and 
conduct, for the arts of peace as well as of war, 
broucht credit to the reformers ; and after a fruſ- 
trated attempt of the malcontents to ſeize the king's 
perſon at Amboiſe, of which Elizabeth had probably 
tome intelligence“, every place was stall of diſtraction, 
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and matters haſtened to an open rupture between the 
parties. But the houſe of Guile, though theſe fac- 
tions had obliged them to remit their efforts in 
Scotland, and had been one chief cauſe of Eliza- 
beth's ſucceſs, were determined not to relinquiſh 


their authority i in France, or yield to the violence of 


their enemies. They found an opportunity of ſeiz- 


ing the king of Navarre and the prince of Condé; ; 
they threw the former into priſon ; they obtained a 


lentence of death againſt the latter; and they were 


_ proceeding to put the ſentence into execution, when 
the king's ſudden death ſaved the noble priſoner, 
and interrupted the proſperity of the duke of Guiſe. 


The queen-mother was appointed regent to her fon _ 


Charles IX. now in his minority: The king of 


Navarre was named lieutenant-general of the king- 


dom: The ſentence againſt Conde was annulled : 


The conſtable was recalled to court: And the fa- 
mily of Guiſe, though they ill enjoyed great of- 


: Aces and great power, found a counterpoiſe to their 8 


Ab n Was e to make advantage 
of theſe events againſt the queen of Scots, whom 


ſhe till regarded as a dangerous rival. She ſaw _ 
herſelf freed from the perils attending a union f 


Scotland with France, and from the pretenſions of 


Jo powerful a prince as Francis; but the confidered 
at the ſame time, that the Engliſh catholics, Who 
were numerous, and who were generally prejudiced 


in favour of Mary's title, would now adhere to that 


princeſs with more zealous attachment, when they 


ſaw that her ſucceſſion no longer endangered the 


liberties of the kingdom, and was rather attended 


with the advantage of effecting an entire union with 


Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to her am- 
baſſador, Throgmorton, a vigilant and able miniſter, 
to renew his applications to the queen of Scots, and 


to require her ratification of the treaty of Edin- 5 
VVV 


E LIZ AB E T H. 


burgh. But though Mary had deſiſted, after her 
nethand's death, from bearing the arms and title of * 
queen of England, ſhe ſtill declined gratifying Eli- 


zabeth in this momentous article ; and being ſwayed 
by the ambitious ſuggeſtions of her uncles, ſhe re- 
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| fuſed to make any formal renunciation of her pre- 


tenſions. 

MAN WHILN, the queen-mother of France, who 
imputed to Mary all the mortifications which ſhe 
had met with during Francis's lite-time, took care 


to retaliate on her by like injuries; and the queen 
of Scots, finding her abode in France difagreeable, 


began to think of returning to her native country. 
Lord James, who had been ſent in deputation from 


the ſtates to invite her over, ſeconded theſe inten- 


tions; and ſhe applied to Elizabeth, by D'Oiſel, 
for a ſafe- conduct, in cafe ſhe ſhould be obliged to 
paſs through England*: : But ſhe received for anſwer, 


that, till ſhe had given ſatisfaction, by ratifying the 
treaty of Edinburgh, ſhe could expect no favour 


from a perſon whom ſhe had ſo much injured. This 


denial excited her indignation; and ſhe made no . 


ſcruple of expreſſing her ſentiments to Throg- 


morton, when he reiterated his applications to gra- 


tify his miſtreſs in a demand which he repreſented as 


fo reaſonable. Having cleared the room of her at- 


tendants, ſhe ſaid ro him, © How weak I may prove, 


% or how far a woman's frailty may traniport me, 
I cannot tell: However, I am reſolved not to 


% have ſo many witneſſes of my infirmity as your 
c 


py 


* as the having aſked, with ſo much importunity, 
cc 


miſtreſs had at her audience of my ambaſſador 
« P*'Olſel, There is nothing diſturbs me ſo much, 


BG -\ 


a favour which it was of no conſequence for me 


to obtain. I can, with God's leave, returu to 


1 
ce 


* Goodall, vol, i. p. 175. 


« both 


my own country without her leave; as I came to 
France, in ſpite of all the oppoſition of her bro- 
** ther, king Edward: Neither do J want friends 
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both able and willing to conduct me home, as 
they have brought me hither ; though I was de- 
ſirous rather to make an experiment of your mil. 
treſs's friendſhip, than of the aſſiſtance of any 


other perſon. I have often heard you ſay, that 


a good correſpondence between her and myſelf 
would conduce much to the ſecurity and hap. 
pineſs of both our kingdoms : Were ſhe well 
convinced of this truth, ſhe would hardly have 


denied me ſo ſmall a requeſt. But, perhaps, ſne 


bears a better inclination to my rebellious ſubjects 
than to me, their ſovereign, her equal in royal 
dignity, her near relation, and the undoubted 


heir of her kingdoms. Beſides her friendſhip, 


I aſk nothing at her hands: I neither trouble 
her, nor concern myſelf in the affairs of her 


„ ſtate: Not that I am ignorant, that there are 

now in England a great many malcontents, who 
are no friends to the preſent eſtabliſhment. She 
is pleaſed to upbraid me as a perion little expe» | 


rienced in the world: I freely own it; but age 


will cure that defect. However, I am already 
old enough to acquit myſelf honeltly and courte- 
ouſly to my friends and relations, and to encou- 
rage no reports of your miltreſs, which would 
miſbecome a queen and her kinſwoman. I would 


allo ſay, by her leave, that I am a queen as well 
as ſhe, and not altogether friendleſs: And, per- 


haps, I have as great a ſoul too; fo that me- 
; thinks we ſhould be upon a level in our treatment 
of each other. As ſoon as I have conſulted the 


ſtates of my kingdom, 1 thall be ready to give 
her a reaſonable after; and L am the more in- 


tent on my journey, in order to make the quicker _ 
diſpatch in this affair. But the, it feems, intends 
to ſtop my journey; ſo that either ſhe will not 


let me give her ſatis faction, or 1s reſolved not to 
be ſatisfied; perhaps, on purpole to Keep up the 
diſagreement between us. She has often re- 

- eee * proached 
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« proached me with my being young; and I muſt 
* be very young indecd, and as ill-adviſed, to treat 
of matters of ſuch great concern and importance 
* without the advice of my parliament. I have not 
* been wanting in all friendly offices to her; but 
ſhe diſbelieves or overlooks ns I could 
heartily wiſh, that I were as nearly allied to her 
6 in affection as in blood: For that, indeed, would 
„ be a moſt valuable alliance.“ 

SUCH a ſpirited reply, notwithſtanding the ob- 


** 


o 


_ 


liging terms interſperſed in it, was but ill fitted to 
conciliate friendſhip between theſe rival princeſſes, 


or cure thoſe mutual jealouſies which had already 
taken place. Elizabeth equipped a fleet, on pre- 
tence of purſuing pirates, but probably with an 


intention of intercepting the queen of Scots in her 
return homewards. Mary embarked at Calais; 
and paſſing the Engliſh fleet in a fog, arrived lafely 


at Leith, attended by her three uncles, the duke 
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of Aumale, the grand prior, and the marquis of 


Elbeuf, together with the marquis of Damville, and 


other French courtiers. This change of abode and 
ſituation was very little agreeable to that princels. : 
Beſides her natural prepoſſeſſions in favour of a 


country in which ſhe had been educated from her 
earlieſt infancy, and where ſhe had borne ſo high a 


rank, ſhe could not forbear both regretting the ſo- 


ciety of that people, ſo celebrated for their humane 


diſpoſition, and their reſpectful attachment to their 
ſovereign, and reflecting on the diſparity of the 
ſcene which lay before her. It is ſaid that, after 


ſhe was embarked at Calais, ſhe kept her eyes fixed 


on the coaſt of France, and never turned them 


from that beloved object, till darkneſs fell, and inter- 


cepted it from her view. She then ordered a couch 


to be ſpread for her in the open air; and charged 
the pilot, that if in the morning the land were ſtil! 


© Caballa, p. 374. Spotſwood, p. 177. | 
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in Gght, he ſhould awake her, and afford her one 
parting view of that country, in which all her at- 
fections were centered. The weather proved calm, 
ſo that the ſhip made little way in the night-time : - 
And Mary had once more an opportunity of ſeeing 
the French coaſt, She fat upon her couch, and 


ſtill looking towards the land, often repeated theſe 
words: © Farewell, France, farewell: I ſhall never 
„ ſee thee more n. 5 The firſt aſpect, however, of 


5 things in Scotland was more favourable, if not to 


Her pleaſure and happineſs, at leaſt to her repoſe and 
ſecurity, than ſhe had reaſon to apprehend. No 


ſooner did the French gallies appear off Leith, than 


people ot all ranks, who had long expected their 


arrival, flocked towards the ſhore with an earneſt 


impatience to behold and receive their young ſove- 


_ reign. Some were led by duty, ſome by intereſt, 


ſome by curioſity ; and all combined to expreſs their 
attachment to her, and to inſinuate themſelves into 
her confidence, on the commencement of her ad- 
miniſtration. She had now reached her nineteenth |. 
year; and the bloom of her youth and amiable | 


| beauty of her perſon were tarther recommended by | 
the affability of her addreſs, the politeneſs of her 
manners, and the elegance of her genius. Well 


accompliined in all the ſuperficial, but engaging 


_ graces of a court, the afforded, when better known, | 
{till more promiſing indications of her character 


and men prognoſticated both humanity from her ſoft 


and obliging deportment, and penetration from her 
taſte in all the refined arts of muſic, eloquence, and 
poetry“. And as the Scots had long been deprived 


of the preſence of their ſovereizn, whom they once 
deſpaired ever more to behold among them, her ar- 


rival ſeemed to give univerſal ſatisfaction 3 and no- 6 


P. 180. Thuan. lib. xxix. c. 2. 


" Keith, p. 179. Jebb, 101. 1. p. ae; 
v Þuchan. lib. xvii. c. g. Ae 178, 179. Keith, 


thing | 
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Tux firſt meaſures which Mary embraced con- 
firmed all the prepoſſeſſions entertained in her fa- 
vour. She followed the advice given her in France 


by D'Oiſel and the biſhop of Amiens, as well as her 


uncles ; and ſhe beſtowed her confidence entirely on 


the leaders of the reformed party, who hadegreateſt 
influence over the people, and who, ſhe found, were 


alone able to ſupport her government. Her bro- 
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ther, lord James, whom ſhe ſoon after created earl 


of Murray, obtained the chief authority; and after 
him Lidington, ſecretary of ſtate, a man of great ſa- 


gacity, had a principal ſhare in her confidence. By 


the vigour or theſe men's meaſures ſhe endeavoured 


to eſtabliſh order and juſtice ina country divided by 
public factions and private feuds; and that fierce, 


intractable people, unacquainted with laws and obe- 


dience, ſeemed, for a time, to ſubmit peaceably to 


her gentle and prudent adminiſtration, 
Bur there was one circumſtance which blaſted all 
theſe promiſing appearances, and bereaved Mary. of 


that general favour which her agreeable manners 


and judicious ry ys gave her juſt reaſon to 
expect. She was ſtill a papiſt; and though ſhe pub- 


liſhed ſoon after "ts arrival, a proclamation, enjoin- 


ing every one to ſubmit to the eſtabliſhed religion, 


the preachers and their adherents could neither be 
_ reconciled to a perſon polluted with ſo great an abo- 
| mination, nor lay aſide their jealouſies of her future 
conduct. It was with great difficulty ſhe could ob- 


tain permiſſion for ſaying maſs in her own chapel; 


and had not the people apprehended, that, if ſhe 


had here met with a refuſal, ſhe would inſtantly have 


returned to France, the zealots never would have 


granted her even that ſmall indulgence. The cry 


was, Shall we ſuffer that idol to be again erected 


22 within the realm! 25 It Was aflerted 1 in the pulpit, 
that 
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that one maſs was more terrible than ten thouſand 
armed men landed to invade the kingdom * ; lord 


Lindeſey, and the gentlemen. of Fife, exclaimed, 


& That the idolator ſhould die the death;“ ſuch 
was their expreſſion. One that carried tapers for 


the ceremony of that worſhip, was attacked and in- 


fulted in the court of the palace: And if lord James, 


and fome popular leaders, had not interpoſed, the 
_ moſt dangerous uproar was juſtly apprehended 
from the ungoverned fury of the multitude”. The 

_ uſual prayers in the churches were to this purpoſe: 


That God would turn the queen's heart, which was : 


 obſlinate againſt him and his truth; or if his holy 
will be otherwiſe, that he would ſtrengthen the hearts 


and hands ot the elect, ſtoutly to oppole the rage of 


all tyrants*. Nay, it was openly called in queſtion, 
Whether that princeſs, being an idolatreſs, was en- 
titled to any authority, even in civil matters *? 


THe helpleſs queen was every moment expoſed to 
contumely, which ſhe bore with benignity and pa- 


tience. Soon after her arrival ſhe dined in the caſtle 


of Edinburgh, and it was there contrived, that a 


boy, ſix years of age, ſhould be let down from the | 
roof, and ſhould preſent her with a bible, a pſal- 
"2075 and the keys of the caſtle. Leſt ſhe ſhould be 
at a loſs to underſtand this inſult on her as a papilt, 
all the decorations expreſſed the burning of Corah, 


Dathan, and Abiram, and other puniſhments inflicted 
by God upon idolatry *. The town-council of Edin- 


burgh had the affurance, from their own authority, 


to iſſue a proclamation, baniſhing from their diftrid& 
*« all the wicked rabble of antichriſt, the pope, ſuch _ 
56 as prieſts, monks, friars, together with adulterers 
* and fornicators . And becauſe the privy- council 


lulpended the magiſtrates for their inſolence, the E | 


- * Knox, p. 257. 7 Ibid, p. ROY _ 287. Spatkoed; 


P- 179. Keith, p. 179. Ibid. p. 202. bid. p. 189. 


. © Ibid, P- 192. 1 | 
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ſionate hiſtorians * of that age have inferred, that the 
queen was engaged, by a ſympathy of manners, to 


take adulterers and fornicators under her protection. 


It appears probable, that the magiſtrates were after- 


wards reinſtated in their office, and that their pro- 
clamation was confirmed. 


Bur all the inſolence of the people was incon- 


ſiderable in compariſon of that which was exerciſed 
by the clergy and the preachers, who took a pride 
in vilifying, even to her face, this amiable princeſs. 
Ihe aſſembly of the church framed an addreſs, in 


which, after telling her, that her maſs was a baſtard 


ſervice of God, the fountain of all impiety, and the 


fource of every evil which abounded in the realm; 


niſnment ſhould be inflicted on adulterers and for- 


| nicators. And they concluded with demanding for 
themſelves ſome addition both of power and pro- 


perty *. 


£9 
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they expreſſed their hopes, that ſhe would ere this 
time have preferred truth to her own pre-conceived 
opinion, and have renounced her religion, which, 
they aſſured her, was nothing but abomination and 
' vanity. They ſaid, that the preſent abuſes of govern- 
ment were ſo enormous, that, if a ſpeedy remedy 
were not provided, God would not fail in his anger 
to ſtrike the head and the tail, the diſobedient prince 
and ſinful people. They required, that ſevere pu- 


TEE ringleader 3 in all theſe inſults on majeſty was 


John Knox; who poſſeſſed an uncontrolled autho- 


| rity in the church, and even in the civil affairs of 
I the nation, and who triumphed in the contumelious 


ulage of Ns ſovereign. His uſual appellation for 


the queen was Jezebel ; and though ſhe endeavour- 
| Ed, by the moſt gracious condeſcenſion, to win his 

$ favour, all her inſinuations could gain nothing on 
his obdurate heart. She rea him acceſs to her 


3 "ny p. 292. | Buchan. lib. xvii. c. 20. Herne vol. i. 
P. 372. © Keith, p. 202. t Knox, p. 311, 312. 
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whenever he demanded it; and ſhe even defired 
kim, if he found. her blamable in any thing, to 
reprehend her trecly in private, rather than. viliſy 


her in the pulpit before the whole people: : But he 


plainly told her, that he had a public miniſtry en- 
truſted to him; that if ſhe would come to church, 


The ſhould there hear the goſpel of truth; and that 
it was not his buſineſs to apply to every individual, 


nor had he leiſure for that occupation *. The po- 
litical principles of the man, which he communi- 


cated to his brethren, were as full of edition as his 
theological were of rage and bigotry. Though he 


once condeſcended fo far as to tell the queen that | 


he would uma to her, in the ſame manner as Paul | 

did to Nero®; he remained not long in this datikul 
train. He faid to her, that Samuel feared not to 
lay Agag, the fat and delicate king of Amalek, 
„ whom king Saul had faved : Neither ſpared Elias 
5 TJezebePs falſe prophets, and Baal's rtaſts, though | 

king Ahab was preſent. Phincas,” added he, 
was no magiſtrate ; yet feared he not to ſtrike 5 
Coſbi and Zimri in the very act of filthy forni- 
& cation. And fo, Madam, your grace may ſee, 
that others than chief magiſtrates may lawfully | 
inflict puniſhment on ſuch crimes as are con- 
» demned by the law of God'.” Knox had for- 

merly, during the reign of Mary of England, writ- | 
ten a book againſt female ſucceſſion to the crown: 


Ihe title of it is, The Vr blaſt of the trumpet againſt | 


the monſtrous regimen of women. He was too proud 


either to recant the tenets of this book, or even to 7 
apologize for them: and his conduct ſhewed, that 
he thought no more civility than e due to any | 


of the female ſex. 


Taz whole life of Mary was, e the demean- = 
our of theſe men, filled with bitterneſs and ſorrow. 1 
This ruſtic apoſtle es not, in his hiſtory, to 
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5 Knox, p. 310. bid. p. 288. : Ibid, p- 326. 
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inform us, that he once treated her with ſuch ſeve- c n A v. 


rity, that ſhe loſt all command of temper, and dil- e 


be diſcovers a viſible pride and ſatis faction in bis 
con conduct k. The pulpits had become mere 
ſcenes of railing againſt the vices of the court; 
among which were always noted as the prineipal, 
feaſting, finery, dancing, balls, and whoredom, their 
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ſolent reproofs; 


oon took leave of her: 


provement. 


ſolved in tears before him: Yet, fo far from being 
moved with youth, and beauty, and royal dignity 
reduced to that condition, he perſevered | in his in- 


and what he relates this incident, 


neceſſary attendant'. Some ornan: 


all amuſements by the abſurd ſevericy of theſe re- 


formers ; and ſhe found every moment reaton to re- 


gret her leaving that country, from whoſe manners 
ſhe had, in her early youth, received the firſt im- 
preſſions". Her two uncles, the duke of Aumale, 
and the grand prior, wich the other French nobility, 


mained ſome time longer ; but after his departure, 


ihe was left to the ſocicty of her own ſubjects ; : zen 
unacquainted with the pleaſures of converſation, ig- 


norant of arts and civility, and corrupted beyond 


their uſual ruſticity, by a diſmal fanaticiſm, which 


rendered them incapable of ail humanity or im— 


to reſtore the ancient religion, her pop ry was a fut- 
licient crime: Though her behaviour was hitherto 
irreproachable, and her manners ſweet and engaging, 
her gaiety and cale were interpreted as ſiens of dil 


Ll Thi, p. 322, 


Knox, p. 332, 333, 
* Ibid. p. 294. 5 
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1 SY ſolute 


ents, which the 
ladies at that time wore upon their petticoats, ex- 
cited mightily the indignation of the preachers; and 
they affirmed that ſuch vanity would provoke God's 


vengeance, not only againſt theſe fooliſh women, 
but againſt the whole realm ®, 


Mary, whole age, condition, and education, in- 
vited her to liberty and cheertatnels: was curbed in 


The marquis of Eibeuf re- 


Though Mary had made no attempt 
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ſolute vanity. And to the harſh and prepoſterous 
_ uſage, which this princeſs met with, may, in part, 


be aſcribed thoſe errors of her ſubſequent conduct, 
which ſeemed ſo little of a piece with the general 
tenor of her character. 


Tur Rx happened to the marquis of Elbeuf, be. 


fore his departure, an adventure, which, though 
frivolous, might enable him to give Mary's friends 
in France a melancholy idea of her ſituation. This 
nobleman, with the earl of Bothwel, and ſome other 

young courtiers, had been engaged, after a debauch, 
to pay a viſit to a woman called Allifon Craig, who 
| was known to be liberal of her favours ; and becauſe 
they were denied admittance, they broke the win- 


dows, thruſt open the door, and committed. ſome 


diſorders in ſearching for the damſel. It happened, 


5 that the aſſembly of the church was ſitting at that 


time, and they immediately took the matter under 
their cognizance. In conjunction with ſeveral of 


the nobility, they preſented an addreſs to the queen, 


which was introduced with this awful prelude: 


„Jo the queen's majeſty, and to her ſecret and 


„ great council, her grace's faithful and obedient 


% ſubjects, the profeflors of Chriſt Jeſus's holy 
8 evangil, wiſh the ſpirit of righteous judgment.“ 
The tenor of the petition was, that the fear of God, 
the duty which they owed her grace, and the ter- 
rible threatenings denounced by God againſt every 
city or country where horrible crimes were openly 
committed, compelled them to demand the ſevere 


puniſhment of ſuch as had done what in them lay to 
kindle the wrath of God againſt the whole realm : 
Tbat the iniquity of which t they complained, was 
ſo heinous and fo horrible, that they ſhould eſteem | 
themſelves accomplices in it, if they had been en- 


gaged by worldly fear, or ſervile complaiſance, to 


pals it over in ſilence, or bury it in oblivion : That 
as they owed her grace obedience in the adminiſtra- 


tion of juſtice, fo were they entitled to require of 
her, 
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bes; in return, the ſharp and condign puniſhment of n LG Al 
this enormity, which, they repeated it, might draw Ls 


down the vengeance of God on the whole kingdom: a 
And that they maintained it to be her duty to Jay aſide 


all private affections towards the actors in ſo heinous 


a crime, and ſo enormous a villany, and without 


delay bring them to a trial, od inflict the ſevereſt 
penalties upon them, The queen gave a gracious 


reception to this peremptory addreſs : but becauſe 
ſhe probably thought that breaking the windows of 
a brothel merited Ho ſuch ſevere reprehenſion, he 
only replied, that her uncle was a ſtranger, and that 


he was attended by a young company: But ſhe 


would put ſuch order to him and to all others, that 


her ſubjects ſhould henceforth have no reafon to 


complam. Her pating over this incident ſo flightly 
was the fource of great diſcontent, and was regarded 
as a proof of the molt profligate manners“. It is 


not to be omitted, that Alliſon Craig, the cauſe of 
all the uproar, was known to entertain a commerce 


with the earl of Arran, who, on account of his great 


zeal for the reformation, was, without feruple, 1 in 
dulged in that enormity b. 


SOME of the populace of Edinburgh broke into 


the queen's chapel during her abſence, and com- 
mitted outrages ; for which two of them were in- | 


dicted, and it was intended to bring them to trial. 


Knox wrote circular letters to the moſt confiderable 


zealots of the party, and charged them to appear in 
town, and protect their brethren. The ho y facra- 


ments, he there ſaid, are abuſed by profane papiſts ; 


the mals has been aid; and in worſhipping that 
idol, the prieſts have omitted no ceremony, not 


even the conjuring of their accurſed water, that had 
ever been practiſed in the time of the greateſt blind- 


ee Theſe violent meaſures for oppoſing juſtice 


P * Knox, p. 302, 303, 304. Keith, p. 509. ? Knox, Kd 
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were little ſhort of rebellion ; and Knox was ſum- 


moned before the council to anſwer for his offence. 
The courage of the man was equal to his inſolence. 
He ſerupled not to tell the queen, that the peſtilent 


papiſts, who had inflamed her againſt theſe holy 
men, were the ſons of the devil; = muſt therefore 
obey the directions of their father, who had been 


a liar and a manſlayer from the beginning. The 
matter ended with a full acquittal of Knox“. 


Randolph, the Engliſh ambaſſador in Scotland, had 


reaſon to write to Cecil, ſpeaking of the Scottiſh 
Nation: I think marvelouſſy of the wiſdom of 


God, that gave this unruly, inconſtant, and cum- 


& Pe cople no more power nor ſubſta ance: 
P 


for they would otherwiſe run wild *.:” 
WE have related theſe esc ene at greater length 


than the necefſity of our ſubject may ſeem to re- 


quire: But even trivial circumſtances, which ſhew 
the manners of the age, are often more inſtructive, 


as well as entertaining, than the great tranſactions 


of wars and negotiations, which are nearly fimilar 
in all periods and in all countries of the world. 


TIIE relormed clergy in Scotland had, at that 


- time, a very natural reaſon for their ill. humonr; : 


namely, the poverty, or rather beggary, to which 
they were reduced. Ihe nobility and gentry had 
at firſt laid their hands on all the property of the 


regular clergy, without making any proviſion for 


the friars and nuns, whom they turned out of their 
poſſeſſions. T he ſecular clergy of the catholic com- 


munion, though they loſt all eccleſiaſtical juriſdic- 


tion, ſtill held ſome of the temporalities of their 
benefices; and either became laymen themſelves, 


and converted them into private property, or made 


conveyance of them at low prices to the nobility, | 


who thus enriched chemſelves by the plunder ol the 


9 Laos; F. 336. 342. 5 Keim, p. 20 
5 church, 
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church. The new teachers had hitherto ſubſiſted © H A K. 
XXXVIII. 
chiefly by the voluntary oblations of the faithful; —— 
and in a poor country, divided in religious ſenti- 18567. 
ments, this eſtabliſhment was regarded as very 
ſcanty and very precarious. Repeated applications | 
were made for a legal ſettlement to the preachers ; 
and though almoſt every thing in the kingdom 
was governed by their zeal and caprice, it was with 
difficulty that their requeſt was at laſt complied. 
> with. The fanatical ſpirit which they indulged, and 
their induſtry in decrying the principles and prac- 
tices of the Roman communion, which placed ſuch 
merit in enriching the clergy, proved now a very 
ſenſible obſtacle to their acquiſitions. * The conven- 
tion, however, paſſed a vote *, by which they di- 
vided all the ecclefiaſtical bencfices into twenty-one 
ſhares: They afigned fourteen to the ancient poſ- 
* ſeffors: Of the remaining ſeven they granted three 
to the crown; and if that were found to anſwer the 
public expences, they beſtowed the overplus on the 
= reformed miniſters. The queen was empowered to 
levy all the ſeven; and it was ordained that ſhe 
ſhould afterwards pay to the clergy what ſhould be 
_ Judged to ſuſſice for their maintenance. The ne- 


4 
. 
1 
8 
3 
"7 
Loy bu 
"2 
De.” 
"2 
93 
o 0 
; 7 
25 
„ 
9 
reg 
n 
Ws 
IP 
* e 
"IP 
5 - 
f e 
AS 
* 
vol 
m1] 
% £2 
S. 83 
: 273 
5 9 
x oy 
ES 
2 
6 
OS 
; 
3% 
EIT 


__— 13 5 A * 2 
F 


„ 
e 
7 e 


I 
i 
7 


cCeiellities of the crown, the rapacity of the courtiers, 
>} and the ſmall affection which Mary bore to the 


23 proteſtant eccleſiaſtics, rendered their revenues con- 
temptible as well as uncertain; and the preachers, 
finding that . could not rival the gentry, or even 
the middling rank of men, in opulence and plenty, 
were neceffitated to betake them elves to other EX 
©} pedients for ſupyorting their authority. They at- 
„ flected a furious zeal for religion, moroſe manners, 


BY A vulgar and ne yet myſterious cant; and 

„ though the liberality of a Ringes put them 
2 Knox, p. 296. Keith, p. 210. 
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Cc H AP: afterwards on a better footing with regard to reve- 


; nue, and thereby corrected in ſome degree thoſe 
bad habits ; it muſt be confeſled, that, while many 
other advantages attend preſbyterian government, 
theſe inconveniencies are not eaſily ſeparated from 
the genius of that eccleſiaſtical polity. 5 
THE queen of Scots, deſtitute of all force, 


poſſeſſing a narrow revenue, ſurrounded with a 


factious turbulent nobility, a bigoted people, and 
inſolent eccleſiaſtics, ſoon found, that her only ex- 


pedient for maintaining tranquillity was to preſerve 


a good correſpondence with Elizabeth *, who, by 


former connexions and ſervices, had acquired ſuch | 
authority over all theſe ranks of men. Soon after 
her arrival in Scotland, ſecretary Lidington was ſent 

to London in order to pay her compliments to the 
queen, and expreſs her deſire of friendſhip and a 


good correſpondence ; and he received a commiſſion 


from her, as well as from the nobility of Scotland, 


to demand, as a means of cementing this friendſhip, 
that Mary ſhould, by act of parliament or by pro- 
clamation, (for the difference between theſe ſecurities 
was not then deemed very conſiderable,) be declared 
ſucceſſor to the crown. No requelt could be more 
_ unreaſonable, or made at a more improper juncture. 


The queen replied, that Mary had once diſcovered 


her intention not to wait for the ſucceſſion, but had 
openly, without ceremony or reſerve, afſumed the 
title of queen of England, and had pretended a ſu- 
perior right to her throne and kingdom: That 
though her ambaſſadors, and thoſe of her huſband, 
the French king, had ſigned a treaty, in which they 
renounced that claim, and promiſed ſatisfaction for 
ſo great an indignity, ſhe was ſo intoxicated with 
this 1 imaginary right, that the had rejected the moſt _ 
earneſt lolic! "tations, and even, as ſome endeavoured 


C Jeb, 56. ii. p. 456. 
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to perſuade her, had incurred ſome danger in croſſ- c n A 5. 


ing the ſeas, rather than ratify that equitable treaty: 
That her partiſans every where had ſtill the aſ- 
ſurance to inſiſt on her title, and had preſumed 
to talk of her own birth as illegitimate: That 
while affairs were on this footing ; while a claim 
thus openly made, ſo far from being openly 


renounced, was only ſuſpended till a more favour- 


able opportunity, it would, in her, be the moſt 
egregious imprudence to fortify the hands of a 


pretender to her crown, by declaring her the ſuc- 


ceſſor: That no expedient could be worſe ima- 
gined for cementing friendſhip than ſuch a de- 
claration; and kings were often found to bear 
no good- will to their ſucceſſors, even though their 
own children; much more when the connexion was 
leſs intimate, and when ſuch cauſe of diſguſt and 
jealouſy had already been given, and indeed was 


ill continued, on the part of Mary: That though 
me was willing, from the amity which ſhe bore her 


kinſwoman, to aſcribe her former pretenſions to 
the advice of others, by whoſe direction ſhe was 
then governed; her preſent refuſal to relinquiſh 
them could proceed only from her own prepol- 


ſeſſions, and was a proof that ſhe {till harboured 


ſome dangerous deſigns againſt her: That it was 
the nature of all men to be diſguſted with the 


preſent, to entertain flattering views of futurity, 


to think their ſervices ill rewarded, to expect a 
better recompence from the ſucceflor; and ſhe 


ſhould eſteem herſelf ſcarcely half a ſovereign over 


the Engliſh, if they ſaw her declare her heir, and 


arm her rival with authority againſt her own repoſe 
and fafety : That ſhe knew the inconſtant nature of 


the people ; ſhe was acquainted with the preſent 
diviſions in religion; fhe was not ignorant that the 


lame party which expected greater favour during 


the reign of Mary, did alſo imagine that the title 
e e 0K 
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of that princeſs was ſuperior to her own: That 
for her part, whatever claims were advanced, ſhe 


was determined to live and die queen of England ; 


and after her death, it was the buſineſs of "there 
to determine who had the beſt pretenſions, either 


by the laws, or by the right of blood, to the ſuc- 
ceſſion: That ſhe hoped the claim of the queen 
of Scots would then be found. folid ; and, con- 
ſidering the injury which ſhe herſelf had received, 
it was ſuſhcient indulgence, if ſhe promiſed, in 


the mean time, to do nothing which might, in 


any reſpect, weaken or invalidate it: And that - 


Mary, if her title were really preferable, a point 
which, for her own part, ſhe had never inquired | 

into, poſſeſſed all advantages above her rivals: 
who, deſtitute both of preſent power, and of all 


ſupport by triends, would only expoſe themſelves 


to inevitable ruin, by advancing any Weak, or even 
doubtful, pretenſions“. 


Trrs: views of the queen were ſo prudent. and 


judicious, that there was no likelihood of her ever 
_ departing from them: But that ſhe might put the 
matter to a fuller proof, ſhe offered to explain the 

words of the treaty of Edinburgh, fo as to Raye no 
Tufpicion of their excluding Mary's s right of ſuc- 


ceſſion »; and in this form the again required her 


to ratify that treaty. Matters at Taft carie to this 


iſſue, that Mary agreed to the propolal, and offered 


to renounce all preſent pretenſions to the crown of 
England, provided Elizabeth would agree to de— 


clare her the ſucceſſor *. But ſuch was the jealous 
character of this latter princeſs, that fhe never 


would conſent to ſtrengthen the interc!t and au- 
thority of any claimant, by fixing the ſucceflion ; 
much leſs would ine make this conceſſion in favour 
of a rival queen, who poſſeſſed ſuch plaufible 5 


" Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 14 17. Camden, P. 385. Spot 


wood, p. 180, 181. pid. p. 181. 8 
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ELIZABETH. 


tenſions for the preſent, and who, though ſhe might 
verbally renounce them, could eaſily reſume her 
claim on the firſt opportunity. Mary's propoſal, 
however, bore fo ſpecious an appearance of equit 
and juſtice, that Elizabeth, ſenfible that reaſon 


would, by ſuperficial thinkers, be deemed to lie 
entirely on that ſide, made no more mention of 


the matter; and, though farther conceſſions were 
never made by either princeſs, they put on all the 
appearances of a cordial reconciliation and friend- 


ſhip with each other. 


Tux queen obſerved that, even without her in- 
terpoſition, Mary was ſufficiently depreſſed by the 
mutinous ſpirit of her own ſubje&s ; and inſtead of 
giving Scotland, for the preſent, any inquietude or 
diſturbance, ſhe employed herſelf, more uſefully 


59 


CHAP, 


XXX VIII, 
1561. 


Wiſe po. 
vernment 
of Eliza- 
beth, 


and laudably, in regulating the affairs of her own 


kingdom, and promoting the happinels of her peo- 


ple. She made ſome progreſs in paying thoſe great 


debts which lay upon the crown; ſhe regulated the 


coin, which had been much abated by her prede- 


ceflors ; ſhe furniſhed her arſenals with great quan- 


tities of arms from Germany and other places; en- 
gaged her nobility and gentry to imitate her example 


in this particular; introduced into the kingdom 
the art of making gunpowder and braſs cannon; 
fortified her frontiers on the fide of Scotland; made 
frequent reviews of the militia ; encouraged agri- 


culture, by allowing a free exportation of corn; 


promoted trade and navigation; and ſo much in- 


creaſed the ſhipping ot her kingdom, both by build- 
ing veflcls of force herſelf, and ſuggeſting like un- 


dertakings to the merchants, that ſhe was juſtly 


the northern ſeas“. The natural frugality of her 


temper, ſo far from incapacitating her from thele 


Camden, p. 388. Strype, vol. i. p. 230. 336, 337. 
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ſtyled the reſtorer of naval glory, and the queen of 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


great enterpriſes, only enabled her to execute them 
——— With greater certainty and ſucceſs ; and all the world 


ſaw in her conduct the happy effects of a vigor- 
ous perleverance in x Judicious and well. concerted 


projects. 


Ir is eaſy to imagine that ſo great a eine Who 


enjoyed ſuch ſingular felicity and renown, would re- 
ceive propoſals of marriage from every one that had 
any likelihood of ſucceeding; and though ſhe had 
made ſome public declarations in favour of a fingle 
life, few believed that ſhe would perſevere for ever 


in that reſolution. The archduke Charles, ſecond 
ſon of the emperor *, as well as Caſimir, ſon of the 


elector Palatine, made applications to her; and as 


this latter prince profeſſed the reformed religion, he 


thought himſelf on that account better entitled to 
ſucceed in his addrefles. Eric king of Sweden, 


and Adolph duke of Holſtein, were encouraged, by 


the ſame views, to become ſuitors : : And the earl of 
Arran, heir to the crown of Scotland, was, by the 


ſtates of that Kingdom, recommended to her as a 


ſuitable marriage. Even ſome of her own ſubjects, 
though they did not openly declare their pretenſions, 


entertained hopes of ſucceſs. The earl of Arundel, 


5 perſon declining in years, but deſcended from an 


ancient and noble family, as well as poſſeſſed of 
great riches, flattered himſelf with this proſpect; as 


did alſo fir William Pickering, a man much eſteemed | b 
for his perſonal merit. But the perſon moſt likely 
to ſucceed, was a younger ſon of the late duke 
of Northumberland, lord Robert Dudley, who by 


means of his exterior qualities, joined to addreſs and 


flattery, had become, in a manner, her declared 
favourite, and had great influence in all her coun- 
ſels. The leſs worthy he appeared of this diſtinction, 
the more was his great favour aſcribed to ſome vio 


* Haynes, vol. i. p. 233. ee 
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: huſband, ſoon after conſummation, travelled into 
France. In a little time ſhe appeared to be preg- 


E LIZ AE E T H. 
lent affection, which could thus ſeduce the judg- 


ment of this penetrating princeſs; and men long 


expected that he would obtain the preference above 


ſo many princes and monarchs. But the queen 


gave all theſe ſuitors a gentle refuſal, which fill 
encouraged their purſuit; and ſhe thought that ſhe 


| ſhould the better attach them to her intereſts if they 
were {till allowed to entertain hopes of fucceeding 


in their pretenſions. It is alfo probable that this 


policy was not entirely free from a mixture of fe- 
male coquetry ; and that, though the was deter- 
mined in her own mind never to ſhare her power 

with any man, ſhe was not diſpleaſed with the 


courtſhip, ſolicitation, and profeſſions of love, which 
the deſire of acquiring ſo valuable a prize procured 


her from all quarters. 


WHAT 18 molt ſingular in the condutt and cha- 


racter of Elizabeth is, that though ſhe determined 
> never to have any heir of her own body, ſhe was 
not only very averſe to fix any ſucceſſor to the 


crown; but ſeems alſo to have reſolved, as far as 


it lay in her power, that no one who had preten- 


ſions to the ſucceſſion ſhould ever have any heirs or 


> ſucceſſors. If the excluſion given by the will of 
Henry VIII. to the poſterity of Margaret queen 


of Scotland was allowed to be valid, the right to 


the crown devolved on the houſe of Suffolk; and 


the lady Catherine Gray, younger ſiſter to the lady 


> Jane, was now the heir of that family. This lady 
had been married to lord Herbert, fon of the earl 
of Pembroke; but having been divorced from that 
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nobleman, ſhe made a private marriage with the 


earl of Hertford, fon of the protector ; and her 


nant, which ſo enraged Elizabeth, that ſhe threw 


ber into the Tower, and ſummoned Hertford to 


3 


appear, in order to anſwer for his miſdemeanor. 
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HA P. He made no ſcruple of acknowledging the marriage, 5 
which, though concluded without the queen's con- 
ſent, was entirely ſuitable to both parties; and for 
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this olfence he was alſo committed to the Tower. 
Elizabeth's ſeverity ſtopped not here: She iſſued 


a commiſſion to inquire into the matter; and as 


Hertford could not, within the time limited, prove 
the nuptials by witneſſes, the commerce between 


him and his conſort was declared unlawful, and 


their poſterity illegitimate. They were ſtill de- 


tained in cuſtody; but by bribing their keepers, 


they found means to have farther intercourſe; and 


another child appeared to be the fruit of their com- 
merce. This was a freſh ſource of vexation to the 
queen; who made a fine of fifteen thouſand pounds 
be ſet on Hertford by the ſtar- chamber, and or- 
dered his confinement to be thenceforth more rigid 


and ſevere. He lay in this condition for nine years, 


till the death of his wife, by treeing Elizabeth from 


all fears, procured bim his liberty *. This ex- 
treme ſeverity muſt be accounted for, either by the 
unrelenting jealouſy of the queen, who was afraid 
| Teſt a pretender to the ſucceſſion ſhould acquire 
credit by having iſſue; or by her ma lignity, which, 


with all her great qualities, made one ingredient in 


her character, and which led her to envy, in others, 


thoſe natural pleaſures of love and poſterity, of 


which her own ambition and defire of dominion 


made her renounce all proſpect for herſelf. 


THERE happened, about this time, ſome other 


events in the royal family, where the queen's con- 
duct was more laudable. Arthur Pole, and his bro- 


ther, nephews to the late cardinal, and deſcended 


from the duke of Clarence, together with Anthony | 
Forteſcue, who had married a ſilter of theſe gen- 


450 Haynes vol. i. p. 505 378. 396 Camden, p. 389. Hey- 
: lin y 154. wg 
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"Z tlemen, and ſome other perſons, were brought to © HA p. 
F7 their trial for intending to withdraw into France, , 
F3 with a view of ſoliciting ſuccours from the duke of 
Guiſe, of returning thence into Wales, and of pro- 
claiming Mary queen of England, and Arthur Pole, 
duke of Clarence. They confefled the indictment, 
baut aſſerted, that they never meant to execute theſe 
projects during the queen's life-time: They had 
only deemed ſuch precautions requiſite in caſe of 
her demiſe, which fome pretenders to judicial aſtro- 
logy had aſſured them they might with certainty 
| look for before the year expired. They were con- 
demned by the jury; but received a pardon from 
the queen's clemency . . 
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64 


E H A P. 
XXXIX. 
— — 


1562 
State f 
Europe, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


CHAP. XXAXIX.:; 
State of Europe—— Civil wars of France 
Havre de Grace put in poſſefſion 2 the Engliſh—— 
A parliament—— Havre loft- 
land — The queen of Scots marries the earl 
Darnley——Cor rfederacy againſt the Proteſtants 


Murder of Rizzio—— A parliament —— 
Murder of Darnley—— Queen of Scots marries 


 Bothwel —— Inſurrections in Scotland — — In- 
pri ifonment of Mary—— Mary flies into England 
1 Conferences at LT ork and Hanne Court. 


FER the commencement of the religious 


wars in France, which rendered that flou- 


riſhing kingdom, during the courſe of near forty 
years, a ſcene of horror and devaſtation, the great 


rival powers in Europe were Spain and England; | 


and it was not long before an animoſity, firſt poli- 


tical, then perſonal, broke out between the eee 
of theſe countries. 


PHILIP II. of Spain, though he l not any | 
enlarged views of policy, was endowed with 
induſtry and ſagacity, a remarkable caution in his. 


great 


__ enterpriſes, an unuſual foreſight in all his meaſures ; 


and 2s he was ever cool and ſeemingly unmoved by 
paſſion, and poſſeſſed neither talents nor inclination 


for war, both his ſubjeQs and his neighbours had 


reaſon to expect juitice, happineſs, and tranquillity, 
from his adminiſtration, 
bim as pernicious effects as ever paſhon had on any 

other monarch and the ſpirit of bigotry and ty- 


But prejudices had on 


ranny 
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nions by Spaniſh miniſters and Spaniſh counſels. 
Having met with a violent tempeſt on his voyage, 


ELIZABETH. 


ranny by which he was actuated, with the fraudulent © ff a 5b. 


maxims which governed his counſels, excited the 
moſt violent  agjtation among his own people, ęn- 


gaged him in acts of the moſt enormous er 


and threw all Europe into combuſtion. 

AFTER Philip had concluded peace at Cateau- 
Cambrelis, and had remained ſome time in the 
Netherlands, in order to ſettle the affairs of that 


country, he embarked for Spain; and as the gravity 


of that nation, with their reſpectful obedience to 


their prince, had appeared more agreeable to his 


humour than the homely familiar manners and the 


© pertinacious liberty of the Flemings, it was expected 


that he would for the future relide altogether at 
Madrid, and would govern all his extenſive domi- 


he no ſooner arrived in harbour than he fell on his 


knees; and, after giving thanks for his deliverance, 
be vowed that his life, which was thus providentially 
 faved, ſhould thenceforth be entirely devoted to the 
extirpation of hereſy *. His ſubſequent” conduct 
correſponded to theſe profeſſions. Finding that the 
ne doctrines had penetrated into Spain, he let looſe 
the rage of perſecution againſt all who profeſſed 
them, or were ſuſpected of adhering to them; and 
by his violence he gave new edge, even to the 
ulual cruelty of prieſts and inquiſitors. He threw- 
into priſon Conſtantine Ponce, who had been con- 

| feffor to his father the emperor Charles ; ; who had 
attended him during his retreat; and in whoſe arms 
that great monarch had terminated his life: And after 
his eceleſiaſtic died in confinement, he ſtill ordered 
bim to be tried and condemned for hereſy, and his 
ſtatue to be committed to the flames. He even 
deliberated whether he ſhould not exerciſe like ſe- 
voerity againſt the memory of his father, who was ſul- 


© Thuanus, lib. xxl. cap. 14. TT, 
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pected, during his later years, to have indulged 4 


4 . propenſity towards the Lutheran principles: In his 


7562, 


unrelenting zeal for orthodoxy, he ſpared neither 


age, ſex, nor condition: He was preſent, with an 
inflexible countenance, at the moſt barbarous exe- 


cutions : He ifſued rigofous orders for the proſecu- 


tion of Heretics in Spain, Italy, the Indies, and the 


Low Countries: And, having founded his deter. 
mined tyranny on maxims of civil policy, as well 
as on principles of religion, he made it apparent 
to all his ſubjects, that there was no method, ex- 


_ cept the moſt entire compliance, or moſt obſtinate 
refiſtance, to elcape or clude the ſeventy of his 
vengeance. 


DvkinG that extreme animoſity which Ferkel 


between the adherents of the oppoſite religions, the 
civil magiſtrate, who found it difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, for the ſame laws to govern ſuch enragedd 
adverlaries, was naturally led, by ſpecious rules of 


prudence, in embracing one party, to declare war 


againſt the other, and to exterminate, by fire and | 
{word, thoſe bigots, who, from abhorrence of his | 


religion, had proceeded to an oppoſition of his 
power, and to a hatred of his perſon. It any prince 


poſſeſſed ſuch enlarged views as to foreſee that a 
mutual toleration would in time abate the fury off 


religious prejudices, he yet met with difficulties in 
reducing this principle to practice; and might deem 


the malady too violent to await a remedy which, 
though certain, muſt neceſſarily be ſlow in its ope- Þ 
ration. But Philip, though a profound hypocrite,, 
and extremely governed by ſell-intereſt, ſeems ello þ 
to have been himſelf actuated by an imperious bi. 


gory ; and, as he employed great reflection in all 


Ces tres en 


his conduct, he could eably palliate the gratihcation | 
of his natural temper under the colour "of wiſdom, 5 
and find, in this lyſtem, no lels advantage to his“ 
foreign than his domeſtic politics. By placing him.“ 


ſelf at the head of the catholic party, he cony erted| 4 
| 5 : | the L 


cout Europe. 


was haſtening to join the Des 
try and the queen's wileſt miniſters lull regarded 


E IL. IZ ABE T H. 


the zealots of the ancient faith into partiſans of cn A p. 
Spaniſh greatneſs; and by employing the powerful FX*"#- 


allurement of religion, he ſeduced every where the 


ſubjects from that allegiance which they owed to 


their native ſovereign. 

Tx courſe of events, guiding and concurring 
with choice, had placed Elizabeth in a fituation 
diametrically oppoſite ; and had raiſed her to be the 


. glory, the bulwark, and the ſupport of the nu- 


merous, though ſtil] perſecuted, proteſtants through- 


narch; and having no object but felt- preſervation, 


ſhe united her intereſts in all foreign negotiations 


with thoſe who were every where {truggling under 


oppreſſion, and guarding themſelves againſt ruin 

The more virtuous ſovereign 
was thus happily thrown into the more favourable 
cauſe; and fortune, in this inſtanc ce, concurred with 
= policy and nature. 


and exterminarion. 


DukinG the life-time of Henry I. of France, 


= and of his ſucceſlor, the force of theſe principles was 
ſomewhat reſtrained, though not altogether over- 
come, by motives of a ſuperior interelt ; and the 
dread of uniting England with the French monar- 
chy, engaged Philip to mai. 


[tain a good correſpond- 


ence wich Elizabeth. Yet even during this pe- 


+ Tod he rejected the garter which ſhe ſent him; he 
Tefuſed to ratify the ancient league bet ween the 


houſe of Bur; gundy and England“; he furniſhed 


ſhips to cranſport French forces 1 5 Scotland; he ; 


endeavoured to intercept the carl of Arran, who 
malcontents in that coun- 


4 Danes J Complete Ambaſſador p. 269. „ Hay nes, p. 585. 


Z | Strypes vol. iv. No. 246. 


Th: | his 


More moderate in her temper than 
Philip, ſhe found, with pleafure, that the principles 
of her ſect required not ſuch extreme ſeverity in her 
domeſtic government as was exerciſed by that mo- 


Nj $62. 
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his friendſhip as hollow and precarious *. But no 


| ſooner did the death of Francis II. put +! ad to 
” Philly s apprehenſions with regard to Mary 8 ſuc- 


ceſſion, than his animoſity againit Elizabeth began 


more openly to appear; and the intereſts of Spain 


and thoſe of England were found oppofite in every 


negotiation and tranſaction. 
THE two great monarchies of the continent, 


France and Spain, being poſſeſſed of nearly equal 


torce, were naturally antagoniſts; and England, 


from its power and btuation, was entitled to ſapport 
its own dignity, as well as tranquillity, by holding 


the balance between them. Whatever incident, 


therefore, tended too much to depreſs one of theſe 


rival powers, as it left the other without controul, 


might be deemed ' contrary to the intereſts of. 
| England; ; yet ſo much were theſe great maxims of 
policy over-ruied, during that age, by the diſputes 


of cheology, that Philip found ai | advantage in ſup- 


_ porting the eſtabliſhed government and religion of 


Civil wars 


Ct Franc Co 


France; and Elizabeth | in gs.” faction and 
innovation. 

IHE queen- regent of France, when reinſtated i in 
authority by- the death. of her ſon, Francis, had 
tormed a plan of adminiſtration more ſubtle than 
judicious ; and, balancing the catholics with the 
hugonots, the duke of Guiſe with the prince of 
Conde, ſhe endeavoured to render herſelf neceſſary 
to both, and to eſtabliſh her own dominion on their 

O21 rained obedience. But the equal counterpoile 

i power, which, among foreign nations, is the 
PR ove of tranquillity, proves always the ground of 
quarrel between domeſtic factions ; and if the ant- 


mofity of religion concur with the frequent occaſions 


which preſent, themſelves of mutual injury, it is im- 
poſſible, during any time, to preſerve a firm con- 
cord in ſo delicate a litua ation. The conſtable, 


e R rol. i. p. 280, 281. 283, 284. | 4 Davila, Hb. Th 
Montme- 


E El ARR T-H 


| Montmorency: moved by zcal for the ancient faith 
joined himfelf ro the duke of Guile: The king of 
Navarre, from his inconicant temper, and his jea- 
louſy ot the ſuperior genius of his brother, embraced 


the ſame party: And Catharine, finding herſelf de- 


prelled by this combination, had recourie to Conde 


and the hugonots, who gl. adly embraced ihe oppor- 


tunity of kortifying themſelve s by her countenance 
and protection“. An ecict had been publiſhed, 


granting a toleration to the proteitants ; but the in- 


tereſted violence of the duke of Guile, covered with 


Wa 


the pretence of relivious zeal, broke through this 
agreement; and the two parties, Alter the fallacious 
tranquillity of a moment, renewed their mutual in— 
ſults and injuries. Conde, Colignt, Andelot, aſſem- 
bled their friends, and flew to arms: Guile and 
Montmorency got poſſeſſion of the king's perſon, and 
conſtrained the queen: regent to embrace their party : 

Fourteen armics were levied and put in motion in 


* 
9 8 


6g 


H A P, 


Sd 7 


— 


different parts of France“: Each province, each city, 


each family was agitated wit 1 ien rage and ani— 
moſity. he fath zer was divided againſt the ſon; 


brother againſt brother ; and women themclves, f fa-: 


crificing 4 humanity as wellas their timidity tothe 
religious. fury, diitinguif ied themſelves by acts of 


a4 


terocity and valour i, Wherever the hugonots pre- 


1 2 


vailed, the images were broken, the altars pillaged, 


the buchen e de emolifted, the monaſteries gone | 


with fire: Where fucceis attended the catholics, 


they byrned the bibles, re-baptized the facts. 
_conltra'ned married per ions to pals anew through 


* 


the nuptial ceremony: And plund ter, deloiation, and 


blood ſhed attended Equal ily the triumph of both par- 


ties, Tke parliament ot Paris welt, the {eat of law_ 


and Juſtice, inſtead oi emplo ying its authority to 
_compoie theſe fatal quarrels, publiſhed : an edict by 


which 1 it put the Word! into the hands or the enraged 


Z Dal, lib. iii. b Father Paul, lib. vii. 1 Ibid. 
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Havre de 
Grace put 
in poſſeſ- 

ſion of the 


to maſſacre the hugonots © : And it was during this 
period, when men began to be ſomewhat enlightened, 
and in this nation, renowned for poliſned manners, 
that the theological rage, which had long been boil- 


ing in men's veins, ſeems to have attained its laſt 


ſtage of virulence and ferocity. 
Pint. , Jea.ous of the progreſs which the hugo⸗ 
nots made in F rance, and dreading that the conta- 


gion would ſpread into the Low Country provinces, 
had formed a ſecret alliance with the princes of 


Guiſe, and had entered into a mutual concert for 
the protection of the ancient faith, and the ſup- 
preſſion of hereſy. He now ſent ſix thouſand men, 


with ſome ſupply of money, to reinforce the catholic 


party ; and the prince of Conde; finding himſelf un- 


equal to ſo great a combination, countenanced by 


the royal authority, was obliged to diſpatch the Vi- 
dame of Chartres and Briguemaut to London, in 


order to crave the aſſiſtance and protection of Eli- 
Zabeth. Moſt of the province of Normandy was 
poſſeſſed by the hugonots : : And Conde oftered to 


put Havre de Grace into the hands of the Engliſh; 


on condition that, together with three thouſand men | 


for the garriſon of that place, the queen ſhould like- 


wiſe ſend over three thouſand to defend Dieppe and 5 


Rouen, and ſhould furniſh the prince with a lupply 


of a hundred thouſand crowns l. 


ELIZABETH, beſides the general and eſſential in- 
tereſt of ſupporting the proteſtants, and oppeſing the 
rapid progreſs of her enemy the duke of Guiſe, had 


other motives which engaged her to accept of this 3 
propoſal. When ſhe concluded the peace at Cateau- 

i Cambreſis, the had good reaſon to foreſee that France 
never would voluntarily fulfil the article which re- 


garded the reſtitution of Calais; and many ſubſe- 


quent incidents had tended to confirm this ſuſpicion. 


Conſiderable ſums of money had been expended on 
* Father Paul, Hb. vB, 2 p- 391. Forbes, vol i. p. 48. 
1 5 
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the fortifications ; long leaſes had been granted of C HAP. 


the lands; and many inhabitants had been en- 
couraged to build and ſettle there, by aſſurances that 
Calais ſhould never be reſtored to the Engliſh “. 
The queen therefore wiſely concluded, that, could 


ſhe get poſſeſſion of Havre, a place which com- 


Wa 8 the mouth of the Seine, and was of greater 
importance than Calais, ſhe ſhould eaſily conſtrain 


the French to execute the treaty, and ſhould have 


the glory of reſtoring to the crown that ancient pol- 
ſeſſion, ſo much the "Foy ourite of the nation. 


No meaſure could be more generally odious in 


France, than the conclution of this treaty with Eli- 


zabeth. Men were naturally led to compare the 


conduct of Guile, who had finally expelled the 


_ Engliſh, and had debarred theſe dangerous and de- 
ſtructive enemies from all acceſs into France, with 
the treaſonable politics of Conde, who had again 
granted them an entrance into the heart of the king-. 
dom. The prince had the more reaſon to repent of 
this meaſure, as he reaped not from it all the ad- 


vantage which he expected. Three thouſand Eng- 


Dieppe, under the command of ſir Edward Poinings; 


but the latter place was found ſo little capable of 
defence, that it was immediately abandoned *, The 
ſiege of Rouen was already formed by the ca- 


tholics, under the command of the king of Navarre 


and Montmorency; and it was with difficulty that 
Poinings could throw a {mall reinforcement into the 
place. Though thele Englith troops behaved with 
gallantry, and though the king of Navarre was 
mortally wounded during the ſieve, the catholics ſtill 
continued the attack ot the place, and carrying it at 


laſt by aſſault, put the whole garriſon to the 1word. 


M- L 


Forbes, p. 54. 257. Ibid. vol. ii. p. 199. Ibid. p. 161. 
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Tiſh immediately took poſſeſſion of Havre and 


The earl of Warwic, eldelt ſon of the late duke of 
| Northumberland, arrived ſoon after at Havre with 


"r 
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CHAP. another body of three thouſand Engliſh, and took 


XXIX. 


on bim the command of the place. 
1562. 


Ir was expected that the French catholics, fluſhed. 
with their ſucceſs at Rouen, would immediately 
have formed the ſiege of Havre, which was not as 


yet in any condition of defence; but the inteſtine 


diſorders of the Kingdom ſoon diverted their atten- 


tion to another enterpriſe. Andelot, ſeconded by 
the negotiations of Elizabeth, had levied a con- 


ſiderable body of proteſtants in Germany; and 
having arrived at Orleans, the ſeat of the hugonots 
power, he enabled the prince of Condé and the 
admiral to take the field, and oppoſe the progreſs of 
their enemies. After threatening Paris during 
ſome time, they took their march towards Nor- 
mandy with a view of engaging the Engliſh to act 


in conjunction with them, and of fortitying them- 
ſelves by the farther aſſiflance which they expected - 
from the zcal and vigour of Elizabeth". The ca- 
tholics, commanded by the conſtable, and under, 
him by the duke of Guiſe, followed on their rear; 
and, overtaking them at Dreux, obliged them to Þ 
give battle. 'The field was fought with great obſti- 
nacy on both ſides: And the action was diſtin- | 
guifhed by this fingular event, that Condé and 
Montmorency, the commanders of the oppoſite. 


armies, fell both of them priſoners into the hands 


of their enemies. The appearances of victory re- 
mained with Guiſe; but the admiral whole fate it 


ever Was to be defc 7 and ſtill to riſe more ter- 
rible after his misfortunes, collected the remains of 


the army; and inſpiring his own ucohauerable 
courage and conſtancy into every breaſt, kept them 
in a bo ay, and ſubducd ſome cont: derable places in 
Normandy. Elizabeth, the better to ſupport his 
caule, ſent him a new ſupply of a hundred thouſand 
Crowns ; and oflered, if he could find merchants to 


3 p. 320. Brie lib. iii. 
lend 


ELIZABETH. hs 


lend him the money, to give her bond for another 8 
ſum of equal amount“. XIX. 


—ꝛ— 


THE expences incurred by aſſiting the French 1563. 
bugonots had emptied the queen's exchequer ; and, apy 
in order to obtain ſupply, ſhe found herſelf under lame. 
a neceſſity of ſummoning a parliament : An expe- 
dient to which ſhe never willingly had recourſe. 
A little before the meeting of this aſſembly ſhe - 
had fallen into a dangerous illneſs, the ſmall-pox; 
and as her life, during fans time, was deſpaired 
of, the people became the more ſenſible of their 
* perilous ſituation, derived from the uncertainty 
Which, in caſe of her demiſe, attended the ſucceſſion 
of the crown. The partiſans of the queen of Scots. 
and thoſe of the houſe of Suffolk, a already divided 
the nation into factions ; and erer y one foreſaw, 
that, though it might be polible at preſent to de- 
termine the controverſy by law, yet, if the throne _ 
were vacant, nothipg but the fword would be able 
do fix a ſucceflor. The commons, therefore, on the 
5 opening of the ſeſſion, voted an addreſs to the 
queen; in which, after enumeraung the dangers at- 
tending a broken and doubtful ſucceiſion, and men- 
tioning the evils which their fathers had experienced 
from the contending titles of York and Lancaſter, 
they entreated the queen to put an end to their 
apprehenſions, by chooſing ſome hutband, whom, 
they promiſed, Whoever he were, gratefully to re- 
ceive, and faithfully to ſerve, honour, and obey : 
Or, it ſhe had entertained any reluctance to the 
married ſtate, they deſired that the lawful ſucceſſor 
night be named, at Icait appointed by act of par- 
lament, They remarked that, during all the reigns 
which had pailed { ſince the De eb clie nation had 
never betore been fo unhappy as not to know the 
| perion wh 2, in cale of the ſovereign's death, was 


4 Forbes, vol. ii. p. 322. 347. 
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—— obſerved, that the fixed order which took place in 


1563. 


inheriting the French monarchy, was one chief 


ſource of the uſual tranquillity, as well as of the 
happineſs of that kingdom. 
Tris ſubject, though extremely intereſting to 


the nation, was very little agreeable to the queen 


and ſhe was ſenſible that great difficulties would 
attend every deciſion. A declaration in favour of 
the queen of Scots would form a ſettlement per- 
fectly legal, becauſe that princeſs was commonly 
allowed to poſſeſs the right of blood; and the ex- 


cluſion given by Henry's will, deriving its weight 


chiefly from an act of parliament, would loſe all 
authority, whenever the queen and parliament had 
made a new ſettlement, and reſtored the Scot- 


tiſh line to its place in the ſucceſſion. But ſhe 


dreaded giving encouragement to the catholies, her 
ſecret enemies, by this declaration. She was ſen- 


ſible that every heir was, in ſome degree, a rival; 


much more one who enjoyed a claim for the pre- 


ſent poſſeſſion of the crown, and who had already 
advanced, in a very open manner, theſe dangerous 


pretenſions. The great power of Mary, both from 


the favour of the catholic princes, and her connec- | 
tions with the houſe of Guiſe, not to mention the | 


force and ſituation of Scotland, was well known to 
her; and ſhe ſaw no ſecurity that this princeſs, if 


fortified by a ſure proſpect of ſucceſſion, would not 
Tevive claims which ſhe could never yet be pre- 


vailed on formally to relinquiſh, On the other 
hand, the title of the houſe of Suffolk was ſup- 


ported by the, more zealous proteſtants only; and 
it was very doubtful, whether even a parliamentary 
declaration in its favour would beſtow on it ſuch 
validity as to give ſatisfaction to the people. The 


& 


Sir Simon D'Ewes's Journ. P. 81. 
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legality of Her $ will 1 was ſtill Rips though 
founded on the utmoſt authority which a parliament 
could confer; who could be aſſured that a more 
recent act would be acknowledged to have greater 
validity? In the frequent revolutions which had 
of late taken place, the right of blood had {till 
prevailed over religious prejudices ; and the nation 
had ever ſhewn itſelf diſpoſed rather to change its 
faith than the order of ſucceſſion. Even many pro- 
teſtants declared themſelves in favour of Mary's 
claim of inheritance * ; and nothing would occaſion 
more general diſguſt, than to lee the queen, openly 
and without reſerve, take part againſt it. The 
Scottiſh princets alſo, finding herſelf injured in ſo 
ſenſible a point, would thenceforth act as a declared 
enemy; and uniting together her foreign and do- 
mameeltic friends, the partiſans of her preſent title and 
ol her en ſucceſſion, would ſoon bring matters 
to extremities againſt the preſent eſtabliſhment. The 
queen, weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which 
were great and urgent, was determined to keep 
both parties in awe, by maintaining {till an am- 
biguous conduct; and ſhe rather choſe that the 
people ſhould run the hazard of contingent events, 
than that ſhe herſelf ſhould viſibly endanger her 
throne, by employing expedients, which, at beſt, 
would not beſtow entire ſecurity on the nation. 
She gave, therefore, an evaſive anſwer to the ap- 
plications of the commons; and when the houſe, at 
the end of the ſeſſion, deſired, by the mouth of their 
ſpeaker, farther ſatisfaction on that head, ſhe could 
not be prevailed on to make her reply more ex- 
plicit. She only told them, contrary to her decla- 
rations in the 3 of her reign, that the had 


* Keith, P- 222. 
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fixed no abſolute reſolution againſt marriage ; and 
ſhe added, that the diſſiculties attending the queſtion 2 


of the ſucceſſion were ſo great, that ſhe would be 
contented, for the fake of her people, to remain 
ſome me Jonger 1 in this vale of miſery. ; and never 


ſhould depart life with ſatis faction, till ſhe had laid | 
| ſome ſolid foundation er their future ſecurity *. 


Tur moſt remarkable law paſſed this ſeſſion, w as 
that which bore. the title of A/urance of the reen'. 
royal pow 4 over all ſtates and ſubjects within her 
dominiont u. By this act, the allerting twice, by 
writing, word, or deed, the pope's authority, was 
ſubjected to the penalties of treaſon. All perſons in 


holy orders were bound to take the oath of ſu- | 
eme; as alſo all who were advanced to any 
degree, either in the univerſities or in common Jaw ; 
all ſchoolmaſters, officers in court, or members of 
parliament : And the penalty of their ſecond refuſal 


was treaſon, The firſt offence, in both caſes, was 


puniſhed by baniſhment and forfeiture. This ri- 


gorous ſtatute was not extended to any of the de- 
gree of a baron; becauſe it was not ſuppoſed that 
the queen could entertain any doubt 8 regard to 


the fidelity of perſons poſſeſſed of fuck high dignity. 
Lord Montacute made ne Ray the bill; and 


aſſcrted, in favour of the catholics, that they dil- 
puted not, they preached not, they diſobeyed not 


the queen, they. cauſed no trouble, no tumults 


among the people“. It is however probable that 


ſome fuſpicions of their ſecret conſpiracies had made 

the queen and parlian ent Increaſe their rigour 1 

againſt them; the ugh it is allo more than probable = 
that ih ey were 5 in the Temecy, " 
Te: MKE was likewiſe another p point, in v hich the 
parliament, this ſeſſion, ewe] more the goodnels 


of their intention, than the {oundnel> of their judg- 


5 


ment. The) paſſed a Jas 1 0 fond and tantallical 


Sir 8 wy [mon D Ew £5? 8 Journ al; P. — ue 1 


7.5, © Eliz. Ct; 
* Strype, vol. i. p. 260. | | 


| Pro- 
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propheci es, which had been obſerved to ſeduce the 8 H A p. 


people 1 into rebellion and diforder * : But at the ſame 
time they enacted a ſtatute, which was moſt likely 
i6 increaſe theſe and ſuch like ſuperſtitions: It was 
levelled againſt conjurations, 
witcheratt !“. 7. W itehcraft and hereſy are two crimes, 
which commonly increaſe by puniſhment, and never 
are fo effeQually ſuppreſſed as by being totally ne— 
glected. After the parliament had granted the 
queen a ſupply of one ſubſidy, and two fifteenths, 


the ſeflion was finiſhed by a prorogation. The con- 


vocation IiKewile voted the queen a ſubſidy of fix 
Hillings in the pound, payable in three years. 
AWHILE the 
efforts again i, each other, in parliamentary votes 
and debates, t he French tactions, enflamed to the 
hizheſt degree of animoſity, continued that cruel 
war, which thei: intemperate zeal, actuated by the 
ainbiiGh of their leaders, had kindled i in the king- 
dom. The admiral was ſucceſsful in reducing the 


towns of Normandy which held for the king; but 


he frequently complained, that the numerous gar- 
riſon of Havre remained totally inactive, and was 


not employed in any military e againſt the 
common enemy. 


of that place, had pu 
ſhe oretetided: that io concern for the intereſts of 
the French king had engaged her in that meaſure, 
and that her ſole intention was to oppole her enemies 


| of the houſe of Guiſe, who held their prince in cap- 
tity, and employed his power to the deftruQtion of 


his beſt and moſt faithful ſubjects. It was chiefly 
her deſire to preſerve appearances, joined to the 


great frugality of her temper, which made her, at 


this orient juncture, keep her ſoldiers in garriſon, 


and reſtrain then from committing tarther hoſtilities 


3 * N E117. c. 15. I bid. c. 16. 


z Forbes, vol. ii. 


upon 


See nts, and 


Engliſh parties exerted theſe calm 


Th e queen, in taking poſſeſſion 
hed a manifeſto “, in which 
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upon the enemy. The duke of Guiſe, meanwhile, " 


was aiming a mortal blow at the power of the hu- 


gonots ; and had commenced the ſiege of Orleans, 


of which Andelot was governor, and where the 
conſtable was detained priſoner. He had the pro- 
ſpect of ſpeedy ſuccels in this undertaking ; when 


he was aflaſſinated by Poltrot, a young gentleman, 


| whoſe zeal, inſtigated (as is pretended, though with- 


out any certain foundation) by the admiral, and 


Beza, a famous preacher, led him to attempt that 


criminal enterpriſe. The death of this gallant prince 
was a ſenſible loſs to the catholic party; and though 
the cardinal of Lorraine, his brother, {till ſupported 


the intereſts of the tamily, the danger of their pro- 


greſs appeared not ſo imminent either to Elizabeth 


or to the French proteſtants. The union, therefore, 


between theſe allies, which had been cemented by 


their common fears, began thenceiorth to be leſs 
intimate; and the leaders of the hugonots were 


perſuaded to hearken to terms ot a ſeparate accom- 


modation. Condé and Montmorency held confer- 
ences for ſettling the peace; and as they were both 


of them impatient to relieve themſelves from cap- 
tivity, they ſoon came to an agreement with regard 


to the. conditions, The character of the queen- 
_ regent, whole ends were always violent, but who en- 


deayoured, by ſubtlety and policy, rather than force, 


to attain them, led her to embrace any plauſible Þ 


terms; and, in ſpite of the e of the ad- 


miral, whoſe ſagacity could caſily diſcover the trea- 


chery of the court, the articles of agreement were 


finally ſettled between the parties. A toleration, 
under ſome reſtrictions, was anew granted to the 


proteſtants; a general amneſty was publiſhed ; Conde 
was reinſtated in his offices r nd governments; and 
after money was advanced for the Pay ment of ar- 


beide vol. Ii. p. 27 2 2277s 
reats 
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rears due to the German troops, they were diſmiſſed 3 


the kingdom. 


By the agreement between Elizabeth and the 
prince of Cond it had been ſtipulated *, that neither 
party ſhould conclude peace without the conſent of 


the other; but this article was at prefent but little 
regarded by the leaders of the French proteſtants. 
They only comprehended her to far in the treaty, 
as to obtain a promiſe, that, on her relinquiſhing 
Havre, her charges, and the money which ſhe had 
adyanced them, ſhould be repaid her by the king 


of France, and that Calais, on the expiration of 


the term, ſhould be reſtored to her. But ſhe dif- 
dained to accept of theſe conditions ; and thinking 


the poſſeſſion of Havre a much better pledge for 


eeffecting her purpoſe, ſhe ſent Warwic orders to 
prepare himſelf againſt an attack from the now 


united power of the French monarchy. 


Tas earl of Warwic, who commanded a garriſon 
of ſix thouſand men, beſides ſeven hundred pioneers, 
had no ſooner got poſſeſſion of Havre, than he em- 
plwKwẽͤyed every means for putting it in a poſture of 
defence; and after expelling the French from the 
town, he encouraged his ſoldiers to make the moſt 
deſperate defence againſt the enemy. The conſtable 
commanded the French army ; the queen-regent 
herſelf, and the king, were preſent in the camp; 
e uen the prince of Conde Joined the king's forces, 
and gave countenance to titis enterpriſe ; the ad- 
miral and Andelot alone, anxious {till to preſerve. 
| the friendſhip of Elizabeth, kept at a diſtance, and 
prudently refuſed to join their ancient enemies in 


an attack upon their allies. 


From the force, and diſpoſitions, and ſituations 
ol both ſides, it was 12904 that the ſiege would 
be attended with lome memorable event; yet did 
Frans make a much aber acquiſition of this 1 im- 


3 Forbes, vol. th p. 79. oy Ibid. p. 1155 
portant 
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portant place, than was at firſt apprehended. The 
plague creeped in among the Engliſh ſoldiers ; and 
being increaſed by their fatigue and bad diet (for 


they were but il! ſupplied with proviſions *), it made 


ſuch ravages, that ſometimes a hundred men a day 
died of it, and there remained not at laſt 5 won 
hundred in 2 condition to do duty®, The French, 


meeting with ſuch feeble reſiſtance, carried on their 


attacks ſucceſsfully ; and having made two breaches, 


each of them ſixty feet wide, they prepared tor a 


ſlaughter of the whole garriſon *. 


general aſlault, which muſt have terminated in the 
War wic, who 


had frequently warned the Engl in council of the 


Havre loft, 
28th Ialyr 


ad April. 


dation with Eng! 


danger, and who had loudly demanded a ſupply 
of men and proviſions, found himſelf obliged to ca- 
pitulate, and to content himſelf with the liberty of 
withdrawing his garriſon. The articles were no 


ſooner Honed, than lord Clinton, the admiral, who 


had been detained by contrary winds, appeared oft. 


the harbour with a rein forcement of three thoufand 


men, and found the place ſurrendered to the ene- 
my. To increaſe the misfortune, the infected army 
brought the plague with them into England, where 


it ſwept off great multitudes, particularly in the 


city of London. Above twenty thoufand perſons 
there died of it in one year *. | 


ELIZABETH, whoſe uſual vigour and foreſight 


had not appeared in this tranſaction, was now glad | 
to compound matters 


fired to obtain 1e e in order to prepare meaſures 
for the extermination of the hugonots, ſhe readily 


and as the queen-regent de- 


hearkened to any reaſonable terms of accommo- 
land. It was agreed that the 
hoſtages whica the French had given for the reſti- 
tution of Calais, ſhould be reſtored for 220,000 


8 e Thid, p 450. 458. 
the ih of the volume, 


4 Forbes vol. it, P- 377 408. 
f Ibid. p. 498. 8 See note FFI at 
9 Davina, Ub. Ll, 
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crowns ; and that both ſides ſhould retain all their O H A P- 
claims and pretenſions. eee 
Tux peace ſtill continued with Scotland; and 1563. 
even a cordial friendſhip ſeemed to have been 1 
mented between Elizabeth and Mary. Theſe 
princefles made profeſſion of the moſt entire af- 
fection; wrote amicable letters every week to 
each other; and had adopted, in all appearance, 
the ſentiments as well as ſtyle of ſiſters. Elizabeth 
puniſhed one Hales, who had publiſhed a book 
againſt Mary's title“; and as the lord keeper Bacon 
was thought to have encouraged Hales in this un- 
dertaking, he fell under her difple ature, and it was 
with fome difficulty he was able to give her ſatiſ- 
faction, and recover her favour *, The two queens 
had agreed in the foregoing ſummer to an in- 
terview at York”, in order to remove all diffi- 
ceulties with regard to Mary's ratification of the 
treaty of Edinburgh, and to confider of the proper 
| method for ſettling the ſucceſſion of England: But 
as Elizabeth carefully avoided touching on this de- 


1 
| licate ſubject, ſhe employed a pretence of the wars 8 
[in France, which, ſhe ſaid, would detain her in 4 
: | London; and he delayed till next year the in- 4; 1 
> | tended interview. It is allo probable, that, being * 
| well acquainted with the beauty and addreſs and i 
t | accompliſhments of Mary, ſhe did not chooſe to ſtand | bi: 
3 | the compariton with regard to thole exterior quali- 1 i 
- | ties, in which the was eclipſed by her rival; and i 
Vas unwilling that a princeſs, who had already made 1 
y | great progreſs in the eſteem and affections of tge . * 
- | ngliſh, ſhould have a farther opportunity of in- "=: 
e er cating the number of her partiſans. — 
i- _ Mary's cloſe connexions with the houſe of 
o | Guile, and her devoted attachment to her uncles, by 


whom ſhe had been early educated and conſtantly 
protected, was the ground of juſt and inſurmount- 


i Keith, p. W250 1 Haynes, p. 388. 
Vol. V. able 
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Kp. able jealouſy to Elizabeth, who regarded them a3 
XX NIX. her mortal and declared enemies, and was well ac- 
3563; quainted with their dangerous character and ambi— 
tious projects. They had made offer of their niece 
to Don Carlos, Philip's ſon; to the king of Sweden, 

the king of Navarre, the archduke Charles, the 

duke of . crrara, the cardinal of Bourbon, who had 


only taken deacon's orders, from which he might 


caſily be freed by a diſpenſation ; and they were | 


ready to marry her to any one who could ſtrengthen 
their intereits, or give inquietude and diſturbance 
to Elizabeth“. Elizabeth on her part was equally 
vigilant to prevent the execution of theirſchemes, and 
was particularly anxious, leſt Mary ſhould form any 


powerful foreign alliance, which might tempt her to | 
revive her pretenſions to the crown, and to invade þ| 


the kingdom on the ſide where it was weakelt and 
lay molt expoled ". As ſhe believed that the mar- 
riage with the archduke Charles was the one moſt 


likely to have place, ſhe uſed every expedient to | 


prevent it; and, beſides remonſtrating againſt it to 
Mary herſelf, he endeavoured to draw off the arch- 
duke from that purſuit, by giving him ſome hopes 
ot ſucceſs in his pretenſions- to herſelf, and by in- 
viting him to a renewal of the former treaty ot 
marriage . She always told the queen of Scots, 
that nothing would fatisty her but her eſpouſing ſome 
English nobleman, who would remove all grounds 
ol jealouſy, and cement the union between the king- 


doms; and ſhe offered on this condition to have 


her title examined, and to declare her ſucceſſor ug 


the crown?. After keeping the matter in theſe Þ 


general "ter s during a twelvemonth, ſhe at laſt 
named. lord Robert Dudley, now created earl of 

Leiceſter, as the perſon on whom ſhe deſired that 5 

Mary! 3 choice mould fall. 


n Forbes, vol. ii. p. 287, 5 5 vol. i. p. 400. Keith, 
Pi. 247. 284. „ Melvil, Ps 5 e 243 ad | 
59. 205. | 
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TE earl of Leiceſter, the great and powerful CHAP. 
favourite of Elizabeth, poſſeſſed all thoſe exterior 


qualities which are naturally alluring to the fair ſex; 
3 handſome perſon, a polite addreſs, an inſinuating 


behaviour ; and by means of theſe accompliſhments, 


he had been able to blind even the penetration of 
Elizabeth, and conceal from her the great defects, 


or rather odious vices, which attended his character. 
He was proud, inſolent, intereſted, ambitious ; 


without honour, without generoſity, without hu- 
manity ; and atoned not for theſe bad qualities, by 


ſuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for that 
bigh truſt and confidence, with which the always 
honoured him. Her conſtant and declared attach- 


ment to him had naturally emboldened him to aſpire 
to her bed; and in order to make way for theſe 


nuptials, he was univerſally believed to have mur- 
dered, in a barbarous manner, his wife, the heireſs 
of one Robeſart. The propoſal of eſpouſing Mary 


was by no means agrecable to him; and he always 


aſcribed it to the contrivance of Cecil, his enemy; 
who, he thought, intended by that artifice to make 
him loſe the friendſhip of Mary from the temerity 
of his pretenſtons, and that of Elizabeth from jea- 
louſy of his attachments to another woman d. The 
queen herſelf had not any ſerious intention of ef- 
| tecting this marriage; but as ſhe was deſirous that 
the queen of Scots ſhould never have any hnſband, 

| ſhe named a man, who, ſhe believed, was not 
likely to be accepted of; and the hoped, by that 
means, to gain time, and elude the project of any 


other alliance, The earl of Leiceſter was too great 


* ' favourite to be parted with; and when Mary, al- 
lured by the proſpect of being declared ſucceſſor to 


the crown, ſeemed at laſt to hearken to Elizabeth's 
propoſal, this princels receded from her offers, and 


4 Camden, p. 396. 
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c © 4 p. withdrew the bait which ſhe had thrown out to her 
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p-. 414. 5 Hay nes, p. 447. 


This duplicity of conduct, joined to ſome 
appearance of an imperious ſuperiority, aſſumed by 


| her, had drawn a peeviſh letter from Mary; and 


the ſeemingly amicable correipondence between the 


two queens was, during ſome time, interrupted. 


In order to make up the breach, the queen of Scots 
diſpatched fir James Melvil to London : « Who has 


given us in his memoirs a ao account of his 


Negotiation, 
Me LVIL Was an azreeable courtier, a man of ad- 


_ dreſs and converiation ; and it was recommended to 


him by his nuitrets, that, befides grave reaſonings, 
concerning politics and {tate- allairs, he ſhould in- 


troduce more entertaining topics of converſation, 
ſuitable to the ſprightly character of Elizabeth; and 

ſhould endeavour by that means to inſinuate bim- 
felf into her confidence. He ſucceeded ſo welt, 
that he threw that artful. princels entirely off her 


uard ©; and made her diſcover the bottom of her 

. Pear dull of all thole levities and follies and ideas 
of rivalſhip which . the youngeſt and moſt 
frivole Ous OL her ſex. He talked to her of his tra- 
vels, and forgot not to mention the diferent dreſſes 
of the had ics in different c countries, and the parti- 
cular advantages of each, in ſetting off the beauties 


oi the hape and perſon. Ihe queen ſaid, that ſhe 


had dreiles of all countries; and the took care thence- 
forth to meet the ambatſſidor every day apparelled 


in a different habit: Sometimes ſhe was dreſſed in 


the Lugli ſh garb, ſometimes in the French, lome- 


mes in the Italian; and ſhe atked him, Which of 


them became her moſt? He anſwered the Italian; 


a reply that, he knew, would be agrecable to hes, | 
becaule that mode ſhew ed to advantage her flowing 


locks, which he remarked, though they were more, 


a Keith, p- 3 70. Appen p- 158. EE vol. i. 


red 


I. : 
* 
* 
LR 
<A 
4 
bh "4 
0 
I 
#8 
4 
N 


ELIZABETH. 


world. She dcfired to know of him what was re— 
puted the beit colour of hair: She aſked whether 
his queen or ſhe had the fineit hair: She even in— 


quired which of them he eſteemec the faireſt perſon: 


A very delicate queſtion, and wv nich he prudently 


eluded, by ſaying, that her majatty was the fairelt 
perlon in England, and his niiſtreſs in 85 -otland.. 


She next demanded which of them was tall it © He 
replied, his queen: Then is {he too tall, faid Eliza- 
beth ; for 1 myſelf am of a juſt ſtature. Having 

learned from him, that his miſtreſs ſometimes re- 
created herielf by playing on the harpfichord, an 
inſtrument on which the herſelf excelled, ihe gave 
orders to lord Hunſdon, that he ſhould lead the 


ambaffador, as it were caf ually, into an apartment, 


where he might hear her pert form; and when Met 


vil, as if ray ithed with the harmony, broke into the 
queen's apartment, ſhe pretended to be diiplealed 
with his intrufſion; but ſtill took care to alk him, 

whether he thought Mary or her the beſt performer 


85 
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on that inſtrument'? From the whole of her be- 


haviour, Melvil thought he might, on his return, 


aſſure din miſtreſs, that ſhe h ad no reaſon ever to 


expect any cordial friend (hip from Elizabeth, and 


that all her prol lelllons of amity were tulbol falfechood 


and diſlimulation. | 
AFTER two years nnd been rune b in evaſions 2 and 


artiſices , Mary S {ubjects and counſellors, and pro- 
bably herſelf, began to think it full time that tome 


marriage were concluded ; and lord D arnley, fon of 


the earl of Lenox, was the perſon in whom moit 


men's opimons and withes centered. He was Mary's 


couſin-german, by the lady Margaret Douglas, niece 
to Harry VIII. and daughter of the earl of Angus, 

by Margaret queen of Scotland. He had been 
born and educated in England, where the earl ot 


U Kerb, BD 264. 
(3 2 Lenox 
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Cc H AP. Lenox had conſtantly reſided, ſince he had been ba- 


AXAIX 


C „ niſhed by the prevailing power of the houſe of Ha- 


T5604. 


milton: And as Darnley was now in his twentieth 


year, and was a very comely perſon, tall and delicately 
Maped, it was hoped that he might ſoon render 


himſelf agreeable to the queen of Scots. He was 
| alſo by his father a branch of the ſame family with 
herſelf; and would, in eſpouſing her, preſerve me: 
royal dignity in the houſe of Stuart : He was, after 


her, next heir to the crown of England; and thoſe 
who pretended to exclude her on account of her Be 


ing a foreigner, had endeavoured to recommend his 5 
title, and give it the preference. It ſeemed no in- 


conſiderable advantage, that ſhe could, by marry- 
ing, unite both their claims; ; and as he was by 


birth an Engliſhman, and could not, by his power 
or alliances, give any ground of ſuſpicion to Eliza- 


beth, it was hoped that the propoſal of this mar- 
riag- would not be unacceptable to that Jealous 


h princels. 


ELIZABETH was well informed of theſe inten- 
tions“; and was ſecretly not diſpleaſed with the 
projected marriage between Darnley and the queen 
of Scots k. She would rather have wiſhed that 


Mary had continued for ever in a ſingle life: But 


finding little probability of rendering this ſcheme 


effectual, ſhe was ſatisfied with a choice which 


freed her at once from the dread of a foreign al- 
lance, and from the neceſſity of parting with Lei- 


ceſter, her favourite. In order to pave the way to 


Darnley's marriage, ſhe ſecretly defired Mary to 


invite Lenox into Scotland, to reverſe his attainder, 


and to reſtore him to his honours and fortune “. 


And when her requeſt was complied with, ſhe took 


care, in order to preſerve the friendſhip of the BE 


miltons and her other partiſans in Scotland, to 
blame openly this conduct of Mary *. e 


„ Keith, p. 261. z Thid. p. 280, 262. Jebb, vol. ii. 
5. 46. 7 Keith, P. 255. 259.272. 2 Melvil, p. 42. 
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that the negotiation for Darnley's marriage ad- © 
vanced apace, ſhe gave that nobleman permiſſion, 
on his firſt application, to follow his father into 
Scotland: But no ſooner did ſhe learn that the 
queen of Scots was taken with his figure and perſon, 
and that all meaſures were fixed for eſpouſing him, 
than ſhe exclaimed againſt the marriage; ſent Throg- 
morton to order Darnley immediately, upon his 
allegiance, to return to England; threw the countels | 
of Lenox and her ſecond fon into the Tower, where 
they ſuffered a rigorous confinement ; ſeized all 
Lenox's Engliſh eſtate ; and though it was 1mpol- 
ſible for her to aſſign one ſingle reaſon for her diſ- 


3 pleaſure *, ſhe menaced, and proteſted, and com- 


plained, as if the had ſuffered the moſt. grievous 
injury in the World. 

TEE politics of Elizabeth, though judicious, 
were uſually full of duplicity and artifice ; but never 


more ſo than in her tranſactions with the queen of 


Ha.» 


Scots, where there entered ſo many little paſſions 
and narrow jealouſies, that ſhe durit not avow to 
the world the reaſons of her conduct, fcarcely to her 
miniſters, and ſcarcely even to herſelf. But beſides. 


| a womaniſh rivalſhip and envy againſt the marriage 


W 


o pd 's 


8. 


of this princeſs, ſhe had ſome motives of intereſt 
tor feigning a diſpleaſure on the preſent occaſion. 
it ſerved her as a pretence for refuſing to acknow- 
ledge Mary's title to the ſucceſſion of England; 
4 point to which, for good reaſons, ſhe was deter- 
mined never to conſent. And it was uſeful to her 
tora purpoſe {till more untriendly and dangerous, 
tor encouraging the diſcontents and rebellion of the 
Scottiſh nobility and eccleſiaſtic *. 

\NoTrinG can be more unhappy for a people than 
to be governed by a ſovereign attached to a religion 
different from the eſtabliſhed; and it is ſcarcely 
poſlible that mutual confidence can ever, in ſuch a 


5 Keith, p. 274. 275. 2 Ibid. p. 290. | 
G4 ſituation, 
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HA p. ſituation, have place between the prince and his ſub- 


XXXIX. 


eck. Mary's conduct had been hitherto, in every 


1505, 


reſpect, unexceptionable, and even laudable; yet 
had ihe not made ſuch progreſs in acquiring popu- 


 larity, as might have been expected from her gra- 


cious deportment and agreeable accompliſhments. 
Suſpicions every moment prevailed on account of 
her attachment to the catholic faith, and eſpecially 


to her uncles, the open and avowed promoters of 


the ſcheme for exterminating the profeffors of the 
reformed religion throughout all Europe. She till 


refuſed to ratify the acts of parliament which had 


eſtabliſhed the reformation ; ſhe made attempts for 
reſtoring to the catholic biſhops ſome part of their 
civil juriſdiction ©; and ſhe wrote a letter to the 
council of Trent, in which, beſides profeſſing her 
attachment to the Catholic faith, ſhe took notice of 


her title to ſucceed to the crown of England, and f 
expreſſed her hopes of being able, in ſome period, 


to bring back all her dominions to the boſom of the 
church“. The zealots among the proteſtants were 
not wanting, in their turn, to exerciſe their inſo- 


lence againit her, which tended {till more to alienate 


her from their faith. A law was enacted, making 


it capital, on the very firſt offence, to ſay maſs any 


where, except in the queen's chapel ©; and it was 


with difficulty that even this ſmall indulgence was 
granted her: The general aſſembly importuned her 
ane to change her religion; to renounce the blaſ. F 
phemous idolatry of the maſs, with the tyranny of | 


the Roman Antichriſt ; and to embrace the true 


religion of Chriſt Jeſus*. . As ſhe anſwered with 
temper, that we was not yet convinced of the 
ally -of her religion, or the impiety of the maſs; 


and that her apoſtacy would loſe her the friend- 


thip of her allies on the continent; ; they replied, 


c Spotſwood, p. 198. | e Fath er Paul, lib Vil, e Keith, 4 
E n nh 


by 
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by aſſuring her, that their religion was 5 CHA p. 


the fame which had been reve Laled by Jeſus Chriſt, 
which had been preached by the apoſtles, and which 
had been embraced by the faithful in the primitive 


ages; that neither the religion of Turks, Jews, nor 


Papiſts was built on fo folid a foundation as theirs ; 
that they alone, of all the various ſpecies of reli- 


gioniſts ſpread over the face of the earth, were fo 


happy as to be poſſeſſed of the truth; that thoſe 


Sara 
— 


10 


who hear, or rather who gaze on the maſs, allow _ 


facrilege, pronounce blaſphemy, and commit molt 


abominable idolatry ; and that the friendſhip of the 


King of kings was breferable to all the alliances i in 


the world 5. 

Tar marriage 1 the queen of Scots had kindled 
afreſh the zeal of the reformers, becauſe the family 
of Lenox was believed to adhere to the catholic 
faith; and though Darnley, who now bore the 


name of king Henry, went often to the eſtabliſhed 


The queen 
of Scots 
marries _ 
the eart of 
Darnley. 


church, he could not, by this exterior compliance, 


Fan the confidence and regard of the eccleſiaſtics. 
They rather laid hold of the opportunity to inſult 


| him to his face; and Knox ſcrupled not to tell him 
from the pulpit, that God, for puniſhment of the 
ottences and ingratitude of the people, was wont 0 | 
commit the rule over them to boys and women!“ 


The populace of Edinburgh, inſtigated by ſach 
doctrines, began to meet and to 2 aſſociate themſelves 


againſt the government *. But what threatened 


more ; mediate danger to Mary's authority, were 


the diſcontents which prevailed among {ot me of the 


principal nobility, 
Tre duke of Chatelrault was diſpleaſed with the 


and entertained fears leſt "OH Own eventual {ucceliion 


rel. oration, and ſtill more with the aggrauditement, 
of the family of Lenox, his hereditary enemies; 


to the crown of Scotland ſhould be excluded by his 


R Keith, p. 550. 551. Th Ibid. p. 546. Knox, D. 381. 
Won p. 377. 755 
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e H Ap. rival, who had formerly advanced ſome pretenſions 
to it. The earl of Murray found his credit at court 


much diminiſhed by the intereſt of Lenox and his 
ſon; and began to apprehend the revocation of ſome 
conſiderable grants, which he had obtained from 
Mary's bounty. The earls of Argyle, Rothes, and 
Glencairn, the lords Boyde and Ochiltry, Kirkaldy 
of Grange, Pittarow, were inſtigated by like mo- 
tives; and as theſe were the perſons who had moſt 
zealouſly promoted the reformation, they were dil. F 
guſted to find that the queen's favour was entirely 
engroſſed by a new cabal, the earls of Bothwel, 
Athole, Sutherland, and Huntley ; ; men who were 
eſteemed either lukewarm i in religious controverſy, 
or inclined to the catholic party. The ſame ground 
of diſcontent, which, in other courts, is the ſource 
of intrigue, faction, and oppoſition, commonly pro- 
_ duced in Scotland, either projects of aſſaſſination, or 
of rebellion ; and beſides mutual accuſations of the 
former kind, which it is difficult to clear up *, the 
malcontent lords, as ſoon as they ſaw the queen's 
marriage entirely reſolved on, entered into a confe- 
deracy for taking arms againſt their ſovereign, 
They met at Stirling ; pretended an anxious concern 
for the ſecurity of religion; framed engagements for 
mutual defence ; and made applications to Eliza- 
beth for aſſiſtance and protection. That princels, 
after publiſhing the expreſſions of her diſpleaſure 
againſt the marriage, had ſecretly ordered her am- 
baſſadors, Randolf and T hrogmorton, to give, in her 
name, ſome promiſes of ſupport to the malcontents; 
and had even ſent them a ſupply of ten thouſand 
pounds to enable them to begin an inſurrection “. 

Mary was no ſooner informed of the meeting at 
as and the movements of the lords, than "he 


3 See note 5 at the 8 of ho 3 1 Keith: 
p. 293, 294+ 300, 301. * Knox, p. 380. Keith, Append. 
p- 104. Andcrlon, vol. iii. p. 194. ID | 


ſummoned 
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ſummoned them to appear in court, in order to an- H A P. 


ſwer for their conduct; and, having levied ſome 
forces to execute the laws, ſhe obliged the rebels to 
leave the low countries, and take ſhelter in Ar— 
gyleſhire. That ſhe might more effectually cut off 
their reſources, ſhe proceeded with the king to Glaſ- 
gow, and forced them from their retreat. They 

appeared at Paiſley in the neighbourhood with about 
a thouſand horſe ; and, paſſing the queen's army, 
proceeded to Hamilton; thence to Edinburgh, 
which they entered without reſiſtance, They ex- 


E pected great reinforcements in this place, from the 


efforts of Knox and the ſeditious preachers; and 


T they beat their drums, defiring all men to enliſt, 


| and to receive wages for the defence of God's 
I glory“. But the nation was in no diſpoſition for 
| rebellion: Mary was eſteemed and beloved: Her 


b marriage was not generally diſagreeable to the 


people: And the intereſted views of the malcontent 
lords were ſo well known, that their pretence of 
| zeal for religion had little influence even on the ig- 
| norant populace®. The king and queen advanced 
to Edinburgh at the head of their army : The re- 


bels were obliged to retire into he ſouth ; and, 


being purſued by a force which now amounted to 
| eighteen thouſand men, they found themſelves 
under a neceſſity of abandoning their country, and 
| of taking ſhelter in England. 

| Er1zaBtTH, when ſhe found the event ſo much 
to diſappoint her expectations, thought proper to 
diſavow all connexions with the Scotuſh malcon- 
tents, and to declare every where, that ſhe had 


never given them any encouragement, nor any pro- 


| mile of countenance or aſſiſtance. She even carried 
| farther her diſſimulation and hypocriſy. Murray 
| had come to London, with the abbot of Kilwinning, 
| agent for Chatelrault ; and ſhe leduced them, by 


N "Peg p. 381. d © hid, p. 380. 385. P Ibid, p. 338. 
ſecret 
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— — ambaſſadors of France and Spain, that ſhe had no- 
wiſe contributed to their inſurrection. No fooner 


had ſhe extorted this confeſſion from them, than ihe 
chaſed them from her prelene e, called them unwor. 
thy traitors, declared that their deteſtable rebellion 


was of bad example to all princes 3 and ailured 


them, that as ſhe had hitherto given them no en— 
couragement, ſo ſhould they never thencetorth 
receive from her any athſtance or protection. 


IThrogmorton alone, "whoſs honour was equal to 
his abilities, could not be prevailed on to conceal the 


part which he had acted in the enterpriſe of the 


| Scottiſh rebels; and, being well appriſed of the uſual 


character and corndutt ot Elizabeth, he had had the 


- precaution to obtain an order of council to authoriſe 


the engagements which he had been obliged to make 


with them *. 
TIE baniſhed lords, finding themſelves ſo harſhly 
treated by Elizabeth, had recourſe to the clemency 
of their own ſovereign ; and, after ſome ſolicitation 
and ſome profeſſions of ſincere repentance, the duke 
of Chatelrault obtained his pardon, on condition 
that he ſhould retire into France. Mary was more 


implacable againſt the ungrateful earl of Murray 
and the other confederates, on whom ſhe threw the 


chief blame of the enterpriſe ; ; but as ſhe was con- 
tinually plied with applications from their friends, 


and as ſome of her moſt judicious partiſans in Eng- 


land thought that nothing would more promote ber 
intereſts in that kingdom, than the gentle treatment 
of men ſo celebrated for their zeal againſt the catholic 
religion ; ſhe agreed to give way to her natural tem- 


per, which inclined not to ſeverity, and ſhe ſeemed 


determined to reſtore them to favour * „ In this in- 
terval, Kambouillet arrived as ambaſſador from 


1 Melvil, p- 57» Knox, p. 368. Keith, p. 319. _Craw- | 
ford, p. 62, 63. Melvil, p. 60, - 2: Ibid. p- 59) 60, 
61, 2, 63. Keith, Pe 322. | 


France, 
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iti action. 


the duke of Alva. 
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France, and brought her advice from her uncle, the 


Cardinal of Lorraine, to whoſe opinion the always 


paid an extreme deference, by no means to pardon 


| theſe proteſtant leaders, who bad been engaged in a 
; 5 rebelli OI againſt! ner! 


IHE wo religions, i in France, as well as in other 


parts of Europe, were rather irritated than tired 
with their acts of mutual violence; and the peace 
granted to the hugonots, as had been foreſeen by 
a Coligny, was intended only to lull them alleep, and 


prepare the way for their final and abſolute de- 


3 The queen regent made a pretence of 
travelling through the kingdom, i in order to viſit the 
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provinces, and correct all the abuſes ar {ing from the 


late civil war; and, after having held foie confjer- 


| ences on the frontiers with the duke of Lorraine and 
| ihe duke of Savoy, ſhe came to Bayonne, where ſhe 
was met by her daughter, the queen of Spain, and 
Nothing appeared in the con- 
Freſs of theſe two ſplendid courts, but gaiety, felti- 
E vity, love, and |} joy; but amidſt theſe ſmiling appeat- 
ances were ſecretly fabricated ſchemes the moſt 
. bloody, and the moſt deſtructive to the repoſe of man- 
kind, that had ever been thought of in any age or na- 
non. No leſs than a total and univerſal extermina- 
lion of the proteſtants by fireand {word was concerted. 
ey Philip and Catharine of Medicis; and Alva, agree- 
| 5bly to his fierce and ſanguinary diſpoſition, adviſed 
the queen-regent to commence the execution of this 


project, by the immediate maſſacre of all the leaders 


| ofthe hugonots * But that princels, though equally 
E hardened againſt ever y humane ſentiment, would not 
forego this opportunity of diſplaying her wit and re- 
I fined politics ; and ſhe purpoſed, rather by treachery 
| and diſlimulation, which ine called addreſs, to lead 
| the proteſtants into the ſnare, and never to draw the 
ſword till they were totally dilabled from reliſtance. 


2 Keith, p 325. Melvil, p- 63. 
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The cardinal of Lorraine, whoſe character bore x 
greater affinity to that of Alva; was a chief author 
of this barbarous aſſociation againſt the reformers; 
and having connected hopes of ſucceſs with the ag. 
grandiſement of his niece, the queen of Scots, he 
took care, that her meaſures ſhould correſpond to 
thoſe violent counſels which were embraced by the 
other catholic princes, In conſequence of this ſcheme, 
he turned her from the road of clemency, which ſhe 
intended to have followed; and made her reſolve on 


the total ruin of the baniſhed lords“. A parliament 


was ſummoned at Edinburgh for attainting them; 
and as their guilt was palpable and avowed, no doubt 
was entertained but ſentence would be pronounced 
againſt them. It was by a ſudden and violent in- 
cident, which, in the iſſue, brought on the ruin of 
Mary herſelf, that they were laved from the rigour 
of me a, 

TE marriage of. the queen of Scots with 070 
Darnley was ſo natural, and fo inviting in all its ctr- 
cumſtances, that it had been precipitately agreed to 


by that princeſs and her council; and, while ſhe was 


allured by his youth and beauty and exterior ac- 
complithments, the had at firſt overlooked the qua- 


lities of his mind, which nowiſe correſponded to the 


excellence of his « outward fipure. Violent, yet va- 


riable in his reſolutions ; infolent, yet credulous and 


eaſily governed by flitterers ; he was deſtitute of all 


gratitude, becauſe he thought no favours equal to 
his merit ; and being addicted to low pleatures, be 


was equally incapable of all true ſentiments of love 


and tenderneſs *, The queen of Scots, in the firſt 


effuſions of her fondneſs, had taken a oleaſure i in ex- 


alting him beyond meaſure: She had granted him 


the title of king; ſhe had joined his name with her 
own in all public acts; the intended to have pro- 


_ Mets, Pe 62 : "Keith's | 1 nd, P. 176. X Keith, 
p. 237. 323: Append. p. 163. 3 
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cured him from the parliament a matrimonial SN 


- 


crown: But having leiſure afterwards to remark his 
\ weakneſs and vices, ſhe began to ſee the danger of 

her profuſe liberality, and was reſolved thenceforth 
to proceed with more reſerve in the truſt which ſhe 
' ſhould! confer upon him. His reſentment againſt 


this prudent conduct ſerved but the more to increaſe 
her diſguſt ; and the young prince, enraged at her 


imagined neglects, pointed his vengeance againſt 


every one whom he deemed the cauſe of this change 


in ber meaſures and behaviour. 
ITEERE was in the court one David Rizzio, who 


t | had of late obtained a very extraordinary degree of 


| confidence and favour with the queen of Scots. He 
| was a Piedmonteſe, of mean birth, fon of a teacher 
of muſic, himſelf a muſician ; and, finding it difficult 


o ſubſiſt by his art in his own country, he had fol- 


| iowed into Scotland an ambaſlador, whom the duke 
E of Savoy ſent thither to pay his compliments to 
Mary, ſome time after her firſt arrival. He poſſeſſed 
| good ear and a tolerable voice; and as that prin- 
cels found him uſeful to complete her band of muſic, 
me retained him in her ſervice after the departure of 
his maſter. Her ſecretary for French diſpatches hav- 


ing, ſome time after, incurred her diſpleaſure, ſhe 


promoted Rizzio to that office, which gave him fre- 
quent opportunities of approaching ber perſon and 
inſinuating himſelf into her favour. He was ſhrewd 


und ſenſible, as well as aſpiring, much beyond his 


rank and education; and he made ſo good uſe of the 
| acceſs which fortune had procured him, that he was 


| foon regarded as the chief confident, and even mini- 
| iter of the queen. He was conſulted on all occaſions; | 


no favours could be obtained but by his interceſſion ; 


N all ſuitors were obliged to gain him by preſents and 


flattery; and the man, inſolent from his new exalta- 


tion, as well as rapacious in his acquiſitions, ſoon. 
drew on himſelf the hatred ot the nobility and of the 
4 ile 
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cdu v. whole kingdom. He had at firſt employed his 


XXXIX 
ceredit tO promote Darnley's marriage; and a firm 
2566, friendſhip ſeemed to be eftabliſhed between them: 
But on the ſubſequent change of the queen's ſenti. 
ments, it was ealy for Henry's friends to perſuade 
him that Rizzio was the real author of ter indif. 
Terence, and even to rouſe in his mind jealouſies 
of a more dangerous nature. The favourite was of 
a diſagreeable figure, but was not paſt his youth *; 
and though the opinion of his criminal correſpond. 
ence with Mary might ſeem of itſelf unreaſonable, 
if not abſurd, a ſuſpicious huſband could find no 
other means of accounting for that laviſh and im- 
prudent kindneſs with which ſhe honoured him. 
The rigid auſterity of the eccleſiaſtics, who could 
admit of yo freedoms, contributed to ſpreacl this Opt- 
mon among the people; and as Rizzio was univer- 
ſally believed to be a penſionary of the pope's „and 
to be deeply engaged in all ſchemes againſt the pro. 
teſtants, any tory to his and Mary's di ladvantage re- 
ceived an ealy credit among the acalots of That 
COMMUNION, 

R12210, who had conneted his intereſts with the 
Roman catholics, was the declared enemy of the 
bantihed lords; and by promoting the violent pro— 
ſecution againſt them, he had expoſed himſelf to the 
animoſity of their numerous friends and retainers. A 
{cheme was allo thought to be formed for revoking 

| ſome exorbitant grants made during the queen's mi 
nority; and even the nobility who had ſeized the 
cccleſiaſtical benefices, began to think themſelves lels Þ 
ſecure in the poſſeſſion of them *; The earl of Mor- 
ton, C chancellor, was affected by all theſe conſiders Þ 
tions, and {till more by a rumour ſpread abroad, that 
ed intended | lo e Rizzio chancellor in his 


3 Keith, P-. 282. 302. Crawford' 8 Me mirs, P» 5. Spotl. 


WOO, p. 193. Z See note (H) at the end of tne volume. 
a Keith, p. 326. Melvil „ p 64. | | 
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| place, and to beſtow that dignity ON A mean and CHAP, Þ 
q upſtart foreigner, ignorant of the laws and language Gena 7 
| of the country*. So indiſcreet had this princeſs been 566. . 
in her kindneſs to Rizzio, that even that ſtrange re- = 
port met with credit, and proved a great means of x; 
. | accelerating the ruin of the favourite. Morton, in- A 
f ſinuating himſelf into Henry's confidence, employed 9 
| all his art to inflame the diſcontent and jealouſy of 8 
that prince; and he perſuaded him that the only 1 
1 means of freeing himſelf from the indignities under 4 
"| which he laboured, was te bring the baſe ſtranger to * 
5 the fate which he had lo well merited, and which "i 
70 was ſo paſſionately deſired by the whole nation. 4 
"| George Douglas, natural brother to the counteſs of bh 
| Lenox, concurred in the fame advice; and the lords 4 
"| Ruthven and Lindeſey, being conſulted, offered their 15 
"| Aaſliftancein the enterpriſe; nor was even the earl of 9 
1 Lenox, the king's father, averſe to the deſign*. But 4 
as theſe conſpirators were well acquainted with Hen- = 
” ry's levity, they engaged him to fign a paper, in F- 
2 | which he avowed the undertaking, as tending to the 'F 
glory of God and advancement of religion, and pro- | 
+ miſed to protect them againſt every conſequence N 
| which might enſue upon the aſſaſſination of Rizzio®- 4; 
my All theſe meaſures being concerted, a meſſen ger was '# 
I . diſpatched to the baniſhed lords, who were "hover- = 
1 Z ing near the borders; and they were invited by the i 
*| Kking to return to their native country. of 
BY = Tris deſign, ſo atrocious in itſelf, was rendered gth March, 0 
55 | Rtill more ſo by the circumſtances which attended! _ fy 
5 execution. Mary, who was in the ſixth month of . 
An her pregnancy, was ſupping in private, and had at F 


| table the counteſs of Argyle, her natural ſiſter, with 
80 Rizzio and others of her ſervants. The king entered 


ARS „ © I 
ee 
Z * 4s wa 


" the room by : a private paſſage, and ſtood at the back "2 
B 1 
a BY * Buchanan, Ib. xvi. ©. 60 Crawford, 85 35e cke p 1 


anc{ 94: $003, Þ: 303+. Jebb, vol. bp. 456... + © Crawiord, Þ. 7: 
-W-. * Goodall, vol. i. p. 360. Crawford, p. 7 
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of Mary's chair : Lord Ruthven, George Douglas, 


and other conſpirators, being all armed, ruſhed in 
after him ; and the queen of Scots, terrified with the 


appearance, demanded of them the reaſon of this 


rude intruſion. They told her, that they intended 


no violence againſt her perſon ; ; but meant only to 


bring that villain, pointing at Rizzio, to his deſerved 
puniſhment. , Rizzio, aware of the danger; ran be. 


Hind his miſtreſs, and ſeizing her by the waiſt, called 


aloud to her for protection; while ſhe interpoſed | in 


his behalf, with cries, and menaces, and entreaties, 


The impatient aſſaſſins, regardleſs of her efforts, 


Tuſhed upon their prey, and by overturning every 
thing which ſtood in their way, increaſed the horrot 
and confuſion of the ſcene. Douglas, ſeizing Hen. 
Ty's dagger, ſtuck it in the body of Rizzio, who, 
ſcreaming with fear and agony, was torn from Mary 
by the other conſpirators, 8 

chamber, where he was diſpatched with fifty-ſix 


puſhed into the anti. 


wounds*, The unhappy princels, informed of his 
fate, immediately dried her tears, and ſaid, She 
would weep no more, ſhe would now think of te- 


venge. Ihe inſult, indeed, upon her perſon ; the 
ſtain attempted to be fixed on her honour; the 
danger to which her life was expoſed, on account 


of her pregnancy; were injuries ſo atrocious and lo 

complicated, that they, fearcely left room for par: 

don, even from the greateſt lenity and mercy. 
. Tz aſſaſſins, apprehenſive of Mary's reſentinent, 


5 detained her priſoner in the palace; and. the king dil- 
miſſed all who ſeemed willing | to attempt her reſcue, 
by telling them that nothing was done, without his 
orders, = that he would be careful of the queen's 
ſafety. Murray and the baniſhed lords appeared 
two days after, and Mary, whoſe anger was now en. 
groſſed by i injuries more recent and violent, was will 


e e Melvil, p. 64. Kab p. 330, 331. DDE p. 9. 
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ingly reconciled to them; and ſhe even received her CHAP. 
brother with tenderneſs. and affection. | They ob- — . 
FF tained an acquittal from parliament, and were re- 28568. 
inſtated in their honours and fortunes. The accom- 
plices alſo in Rizzio's murder applied to her for a 
| pardon; but ſhe artfully delayed compliance, and 
= perſuaded them, that ſo long as ſhe was detained in 


cuſtody, and was ſurrounded by guards, any deed, 


peed , ms „ 


1 which ſhe ſhould ſign, would have no validity. 

| Meanwhile, ſhe had gained the confidence of her 
. Huſband, by her perſuaſion and careſſes; and no 
„ ſooner were the guards withdrawn, than ſhe en- 
y | gaged him to eſcape with her in the night-time, and 
take ſhelter in Dunbar. Many of her ſubjects here 
„offered her their ſervices: And Mary having col- 
„ lected an army, which the conſpirators had no power 
+ | to reſiſt, advanced to Edinburgh, and obliged them 
1j. tofly intoEngland, where they lived in great poverty 
x | anddiftreſs. They made applications however to the 
: | carl of Bothwel, a new favourite of Mary's; and 
ne that nobleman, deſirous of ſtrengthening his party 
buy the acceſſion of their intereſt, was able to pacify 
he ber. reſentment; and he ſoon after procured en 
he? liberty to return into their own country'. 

uu I x vengeance of the queen of Scots was im- 
ofhplwacable againſt her huſband alone, whoſe perſon was 
ir. | before diſagreeable to her, and who, by his violation 


ok every tie of gratitude and duty, had now drawn 
nt, on him her higheſt reſentment. She engaged him 


lil. | do diſown all connections with the aſſaſſins, to deny 
ae, any concurrence in their crime, even to publiſh a 
vis | proclamation containing a falſehood ſo notorious to 
n's the whole world* ; and having thus made him ex- 
ca poſe. himſelf to univerſal contempt, and. rendered it 
n. impracticable ſor him ever to acquire the confidence 


il. ot * a ſhe thr ew him off with diſdain and 


6 Melvil, p 75, 76. Keith, p. 334. Knox p. 392. 
8 Goodall, vol. i. P. 280 Keith Append, p. 16 39 
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from him, ſhe ſuddenly withdrew to Alloa, a featiof 
the earl of Marre's ; and when Henry followed her 


thither, ſhe ſuddenly returned to Edinburgh ; and 
gave him every where the ſtrongeſt proofs of di- 
pleaſure, and even of antipathy. She encouraged 


her courtiers in their neglect of him; and ſhe was 
pleaſed that his mean equipage and ſmall train of 
attendants ſhould draw on him the contempt of the 


very populace. He was permitted, however, to have 


apartments in the caſtle of Edinburgh, which Mary 
had choſen for the place of her delivery. She there 
brought forth a ſon ; and as this was very important 


news to England as well as to Scotland, ſhe immedi— 


ately diſpatched fir James Melvil to carry intelligence 
of the happy event to Elizabeth. Melvil tells us, 


that this princels, | the evening of his arrival in Lon- 
don, had given a ball to her court at Greenwich, 
and was diſplaying all that ſpirit and alacrity, which 


uſually attended her on theſe occaſions : But when 


news arrived of the pr; nce of Scotland's birth, all 
her joy was damped : She ſunk into melancholy ; 


ſhe reclined her head upon her arm; and complained 
to ſome of her attendants, that the queen of Scots 


was mother of a fair ſon, while ſhe herſelf was but a 


barren ſtock. Next day, however, at the reception 
of the ambaſſador, ſhe reſumed her former diſſimu- 
lation, put on a joyful countenance, gave Melvil 


thanks for the haſte he had made in conveying to 


her the agreeable intelligence, and expreſſed the ut- 
moſt cordiality and friendſhip to her fiſter', Some 
time after, ſhe difpatched the earl of Bedford, with 


her kinſman George Cary, ſon of lord Hunſdon, 


in order to officiate at the baptiſm of the young 
prince; and ſhe ſent by them fome magnificent ae 


ſents to the queen of Scots. 


» Melvil, p. 66,67. . P. 69470. 
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Tur birth of a ſon gave additional zeal to Mary's 0. IN 
partiſans ! in England ©; and even men of the moſt A 
oppoſite parties began to cry aloud for ſome ſettle- 1566. 
ment of the ſucceſſion, Theſe humours broke out | 
with great vehemence in a new ſeſſion of parliament 
held after fix prorogations. The houſe of peers, oth Sept. 
which had hitherto forborne to touch on this deli- 1 
cate point, here took the lead; and the houſe of 
commons ſoon after imitated the 2 gal of the lords. 
Molineux opened the matter in the lower houſe, and 
propoſed that the queſtion of the ſucceſſion and that 
of ſupply ſhould go hand in hand; as if it were in- 
tended to conſtrain the queen to a compliance with 
the requeſt of her parliament !, - The courtiers en- 
| deavoured to elude the debate: Sir Ralph Sadler 
„ me the houſe, that he had heard the queen poſi- 
| tively affirm, that, for the good of her people, ſhe 


was nn to marry. Secretary Cecil and ſir 

1 Francis Knollys gave their teitimony to the ſame 
* purpole ; as did alſo fir Ambroſe Cave, chancellor 

lt of the duchy, and fir Edward Rogers, comptroller of 

; the houſehold n. Elizabeth's ambitious and maſcu- 

d line character was ſo well known that few members 

s | gave any credit to this intelligence; and it was con- 

a | Hfidered merely as an artifice, by which ſhe endea- 
n voured to retra® that poſitive declaration, which ſhe 

- | hadmadein the beginning of herreign, that ſhe meant 85 
il to live and die a virgin. The miniſters, therefore, 
to gained nothin 18 farther by this piece of policy, cha GE 
t- only to engage the houſe, for the ſake of decency, 

ne to join the queſtion of the queen's marriage with that 
th of a ſettlement of the crown; and the commons were 
II, | 


| proceeding with great earneſtneſs in the debate, and 
ug had even appointed a committee to confer with the 
YJ lords, when exprels orders were brought them from 
F Elizabeth not to proceed farther in the matter. 


* r 5 | LD*Ewes, P- 229% 
bid. P. 124. : 
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Cecil told them, that ſhe pledged to the houſe the 


f } 


Ca Word of a queen for her ſincerity in her intentions 


to marry ; that the appointment of a ſucceſſor would 
be attended with great danger to her perſon ; that 
the herſelf had had experience, during the reign of 


her ſiſter, how much court was uſually paid to the 


next heir, and what dangerous ſacrifices men were 


commonly diſpoſed to make of their preſent duty to 


their future proſpects; and that ſhe was therefore 
determined to delay, till a more proper opportunity, 


the deciſion of that important queſtion". The houſe 


was not ſatisfied with theſe reaſons, and {till leſs 


with the command, prohibiting them all debate on 
the ſubject. Paul Wentworth, a ſpirited member, 
Vent ſo far as to queſtion whether ſuch a prohibition 
were not an infringement of the liberties and privi- 


leges of the houſe *. Some even ventured to violate Þ 
that profound reſpect which had hitherto been pre- 
ſerved to the queen; and they affirmed that ſhe was 


| bound in duty, not only to provide for the happineſ; 
of her ſubjects during her own life, but alſo to pay 


regard to their future ſecurity, by fixing a ſucceſſor; 
that, by an oppoſite conduct, ſhe ſhewed herſelf the 
ep-mother, not the natural parent, of her people, 


and would ſeem deſirous, that England ſhould no 
longer ſubſiſt than ſhe ſhould enjoy the glory and 
ſatisfaction of governing it; that none but timorous 


* or tyrants, or faint-hearted women, ever 
ood in fear of their ſucceflors ; and that the affec- 
tions of the people were a firm and impregnable 
rampart to every ſovereign, who, laying aſide al 
artifice or bye-ends, had courage and magnanimity 


to put his whole truſt in that honourable and ſure 


defence b. The queen, nearing of theſe debates, ſen! 
for the ſpeaker, and after reiterating her former pro- 
hibition, the bade him inform the houſe, that if any 


D. Ewes, p. 127, 128, bid. p. 148. 
Camden, p. 400. 
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member remained ſtill unſatisfied, he might appear c Ap. 


before the privy council, and there give his reaſons“. 

As the members ſhewed a diſpoſition, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe peremptory orders, ſtill to proceed upon 
the queſtion, Elizabeth thought proper, by a meſſage, 
to revoke them, and to allow the houſe liberty of de- 


bate . They were ſo mollified by this gracious con- 
deſcenſion, that they thenceforth conducted the mat- 


ter with more calmneſs and temper; and they even 
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voted her a ſupply, to be levied at three payments, 


8 of a ſubſidy and a fifteenth, without annexing any 


condition to it. The queen ſoon after diſſolved the 


parliament, and told them with ſome ſharpneſs in 


2d Jan. 
1567. 


the concluſion, that their proceedings had contained 


much diflimulation and artifice ; that, under the 
plauſible pretences of marriage and ſucceſſion, many 
of them covered very malevolent intentions towards 
her; but that, however, ſhe reaped this advantage 
from the attempts of theſe men, that ſhe could now 


diſtinguiſh her friends from her enemies, *© But do 


« you think,” added ſhe, that I am unmindful 


E © of your future ſecurity, or will be negligent in 
| * ſettling the ſucceſſion? That is the chief object of 
my concern; as I know myſelf to be liable to mor- 

* tality. Or do you apprehend that I meant to en- 


« croach on your liberties? No: It was never my 


| © meaning; I only intended to {top you before you 
| * approached the precipice, All things have their 
time; and though you may be bleſſed with a ſo- 


i yereign more wile or more learned than I, yet! 


* afſure you, that no one will ever rule over you, 
who ſhall be more careful of your ſafety. And 


E: 1 £ therefore, henceforward, wliether I live to ſee the 


„like aſſembly or no, or whoever holds the reins of 


= government, let me warn you to beware of pro- 
* 8 your fovereign' J patience, fo far as you 


« D'Ewes, p- 1 Ibid. p. 130. 
th H 4 « have 


” 5 © 
+ 


— 


— . ̃ ̃ vv. Ins eng 
>> DR — I — 2 


9 
— — 


— =———_——_ 
DEE 


— — — 
— 


——— == 


— th 


= I — 
——— — 
_ 


— 


——— — S 


1 


r 
n 
— — 


— EIS” 


— 8 
l = == 
= = 
os P Pio EE 


T% 
ic 
1 
l . 
bs: 
4" t 
4 41 
+ . * 
dQ y 
N 4 
"et 1 
. 16 
a 
= 4 
id x 
4} ; 
5 I 
1 
+. FI 
. b 4 
; . 
{4,8 A 
48 
bl U. " 
7 12 4 
__— 
_—. 
_— 
[ 3.90 
* 
24 ö : 
© 6x 
V. * 
„ 
o it 5 
5 F 
vie ® d 8 
in. 
—_—_ 
D 
£3788 
Þ rs 
1 10 
" „ 
is =; 
. 1278 
_ 
wa 
el I 100 * 
. 7 
1 
_} 
i! 
4 £ U 
1 
U IN. « 
! 1 
! ö 
. 1448 
.» 
bl o 
i N. 4 
8 : 
l £ 
N * * 4M * 
_ 
153: i 
* $ 
Xx ; 
* 
h 
3 
fi 
Wy 
7 1 
2 . 1 
© 4M 
ii} 1 
_ I 
. 
A's Z 
"7 
i KAN 
14 : 
(3 i 
4. . : 
Jp 0 
155 „ 
4.3 1 o5 
14 F 
q * 
+ WAY 
= 
1 
a 
—_ 
11 A 
1.989 
1 
1 
1 "bg 
n * 
* x „ 
In 
4 T 
yo - : 
+ 
"_ 7H 
7% 
3 =. 
- "8 
=_ 
Fe 
. = 
.Þ 1 
K 
In 
1, 'F 
* 
q 2 1 
44 M 44 
# 
. M 
. 
1 . 
7 
TH > 1 
1 
| FR 1 
' WU 
13 
7775 
1 
1 143. 
15-38 
4 #4 TY 
x . 
K 9 
* 
. 4 
5 P 
„ 
4:1 5G 
41% 
© TH 
4 
44-3 
ALI 
NI 
Ris! 
7 4 
4 5 
23 
1 1 
Il 
4 
4 1 
n 
1 7 
4% 124 
bl 
7 N 
* 1s 
19598 N 
1 
. i: 
4 N * 
3 
$ 
"#4 
Fee 
| . 
T1505 
l N. . 
ich 
„ 
14 4 
rr 
44 y 
ne 
{SHY 
| . 
4 . 
1001 
my” 
. 
j 
7 1 
1.0 
o 1 
1 1 
N. 
>: 
N 
1 5 
F 1 
j 
4 * 
'Si ; 
114 
Wl 
16 
i 


A —— - 
—— 2 — —— 
. * 
Sz oP e « 


— — 
6 1 
CEA 


104 


CHAP. 


XXXIX. 
— — 


1507, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


ee have done mine. But I ſhall now conclude, that, 
© notwithſtanding the diſgults I have received (for 


mean not to part with you in anger), the greater 


« part of you may affare themſelves that they g0 
* home in their prince's good graces *. 

ELIZABETH carried farther her dignity on this 0c. 
cation. She had received the ſubſidy without any 
condition; bat as it was believed that the commons 


had given her that gratuity with a view of engaging Þ 


her to yield to their requeſts, ſhe thought proper, on 
her refuſal, voluntarily to remit the third payment; 
and ſhe faid, that money in her ſubjects purſes was 
as good to her as in her own exchequer 5 

BUT though the queen was able'to elude, for the 
preſent, the applications of parliament, the friends of 
the queen of Scots multiplied every day in England; 


and beſides the catholics, many of whom kept a 
reaſonable correſpondence with her, and were read} 


to riſe at her command , the court itſelf of Elizabeth 


Was full of her avowed artiſans. The duke of Nor- 
folk, the earls of Leiceſter, Pembroke, Bedford, 
Northumberland, fir Nicholas Throgmorton, and 


moſt of the conſiderable men in England, except 


Cecil, ſeemed convinced of the neceſſity of declaring 


her the ſucceſſor. None but the more zealous pro- 
teſtants adhered either to the counteſs of Hertford, 


or to her aunt, Eleanor counteſs of Cumberland; 


and as the marriage of the former ſeemed liable to 


ſome objections, and had been declared invalid, men 


were alarmed, even on that ſide, with the proſpect of 


new diſputes concerning the ſucceſſion. Mary's beha- 


viour alſo, ſo moderate towards the proteſtants, and 
{o gracious towards all men, had procured her uni— 


verſal reſpect“; and the public was willing to aſcribe 


any imprudences, into e ſhe had e to her 


Nee 7 Condon, p" gee © 
Haynes, P. 446. 448. * e 53. 61. 74. 


youth 
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youth and inexperience. But all theſe Aae ing cn 


proſpects were blaſted: by the ſubſequent incidents; & 
where her egregious indiſcretions, ſhall I ſay, or 
atrocious crimes, threw her from the height of. her 
proſperity, and involved her in infamy and in ruin. 

Tun earl of Bothwel was of a conſiderable fa- 
mily and power in Scotland; and though not diſ- 
tinguiſhed by any talents either of a civil or military 
nature, he had made a figure in that party, which 
oppoſed the greatneſs of the earl of Murray, and 
the more rigid reformers. He was a man of pro- 
fligate manners; had involved his opulent fortune in 
great debts; and even reduced himſelf to beggary 
by his profuſe expences *; and ſeemed to have no 
reſource but in deſperate councils and enterpriles. 


lle had been accuſed more than once of an attempt 


to aſſaſſinate Murray; and though the frequency of 
theſe accuſations on all ſides diminiſh ſomewhat the 
credit due to any particular imputation, they prove 
ſufficiently the prevalence of that deteſtable practice 
in Scotland, and may in that view ſerve to render 
ſuch rumours the more credible. "This man had of 
late acquired the favour and entire confidence of 
Mary ;. and all her meaſures were directed by his 
advice and authority, Reports were ſpread of more 
particular intimacies between them; and theſe re- 
ports gained ground from the continuance or rather 
increaſe of her hatred towards her huſband 7. That 

young prince was reduced to ſuch a ſtate of deſpe- 
| ration, by the neglects which he underwent from 
| his queen and the courtiers, that he had once re- 
| folved to fly ſecretly into France or Spain, and had 
even provided a veflel for that purpole *. Some of 
the moſt conſiderable nobility, on the other hand, 
oblerying her rooted averſion to him, had propoſed 
ome. expedients for A x divorce ; and e Mary 


* Keith, p. 20 OD « Melo, p· 66. 17 
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is ſaid to have ſpoken honourably on the occaſion, 


and to have embraced the propoſal no farther than | 


it ſhould be found conſiſtent with her own ho- 
nour and her ſon's legitimacy *, men were inclined - 
to believe that the difficulty of finding proper means 
for effecting that purpoſe, was the real cauſe of 


laying afide all farther thoughts of it. So far were 
the ſuſpicions againſt her carried, that when Henry, 


diſcouraged with the continual proofs of her hatred, 
left the court and retired to Glaſgow, an illneſs of 
an extraordinary nature, with which he was ſeized 


immediately on his arrival in that place, was uni. 


verſally aſcribed by her enemies to a doſe of poiſon, 


which, it was pe the had adminiſtered to 


him. 
WHILE affairs were in this ſituation, all choſe ah 


' Wiſhed well to her character, or to public tranquil- 

Uty, were extremely pleaſed, and ſomewhat ſurpriſed 
to hear, that a friendſhip was again conciliated be- 
tween them, that ſhe had taken a journey to Glaſgow 


on purpoſe to viſit him during his ſickneſs, that ſhe 


behaved towards him with great tenderneſs, that 


the had brought him along with her, and that ſhe 


appeared thenceforth determined to live with him on 
a footing more ſuitable to the connections between 


them. Henry, naturally uxorious, and not dil- 
truſting this ſudden reconciliation, put himſelf iim. 
plicitly into her hands, and attended her to Edin. 


burgh. She lived in the palace of Holy- rood-houſe; 


but as the ſituation of the place was low, and the 
concourſe of people about the court was neceſſarily 


attended with noiſe, which. might diſturb him in his 
preſent infirm ſtate of health, theſe reaſons were 


afligned for fitting up an apartment for him in a ſo- 


lüitary houſe, at ſome diſtance called the Kirk of 
Field. Mary here gave him marks of kindneſs and 


attachment; * converſed e with him; and 


Camden. p. 404. 'Goodall' Queen hoe, vol. ii. p. 317. 
| | 4 _—_ | ſhe 
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| paſs that night in the palace, becauſe the marriage 


| of one of her ſervants was there to be celebrated in 
ber preſence. About two o *clock in the morning 
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the whole town was much alarmed at hearing a 


great noiſe ; and was {till more aſtoniſhed, when it 
was diſcovered that the noiſe came from the king's 


boule, which was blown up by gun-powwder ; Bog 


dais dead body was found at ſome diſtance in a neigh- 


bouring field; and that no marks either of fire, con- 
tuſion or violence appeared upon . 


No doubt could be entertained but 8 was 


murdered ; and general conjecture ſoon pointed to- 


wards the earl of Bothwel as the author of the 


crime. But as his favour with Mary was viſible, 
| and his power great, no one ventured. to declare 
| openly his ſentiments; and all men remained in 
| filence and mute aſtoniſhment. Voices, however, 
| were heard in the ſtreets, during the darkneſs of the 
| night, proclaiming Bothwel, and even Mary herſelf, 


to bemurderers of the king; bills were ſecretly affixed 


| on the walls to the ſame purpole ; ofters were made 
that, upon giving proper ſecurities, his guilt ſhould 
de openly proved. But after one proclamation from 


the court, offering a reward and indemnity to any 
one that would diſcover the author of that villany, 
greater vigilance was employed in ſearching out the 


ſpreaders of the libels and reports againſt Bothwel 


and the queen, than in tracing the contrivers of the 


| king's affafſination, or detecting the regicides *, 


d Tt was imagined that Henry had been ſtrangled before the 
houſe was blown up. But this ſuppoſition is contradicted by the 


many inſtances that men's lives have been ſaved who had been 


| blown up in ſhips. Had Heury fallen on water he had not pro- 


bably been killed. ; 

Melvil, p. 78. Cabala, p. I 36. Anderſon's Collec- 
tions, vol. ii. p. 38. vol. iv. p. 167, 168. Spotlwood, P- 200. 
Eike p. 374. 


cConfeſſion of the criminals; and there is no neceſſity to admit it 
in order to account for the condition of his body. There are 
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THE earl of Lenox, who lived at a diſtance from 
court, in poverty and contempt, was rouſed by the 
report of his ſon's murder, and wrote to the queen, 


imploring ſpeedy juſtice againſt the aſſaſſins; among 
whom he named the earl of Bothwel, fir James 


Balfour, and Gilbert Balfour his brother, David 
Chalmers, and four others of the queen's houſehold ; 
all of them perſons who had been mentioned in 


the bills afſixed to the walls at Edinburgh *. *, Mary 


took his demand of ſpeedy juſtice in a very literal 
ſenſe; and allowing only fifteen days for the ex- 
amination of this important affair, ſhe ſent a cite 


tion to Lenox, requiring him to appear in court, 


and prove his charge againſt Bothwel*. This noble. 


man, meanwhile, and all the other perſons accuſed Þ 


by Lenox, enjoyed their full liberty 5; Bothwel 


bimſelf Was continually ſurrounded with armed 


men 5 took his place in council“; lived during 
ſome time in the houſe with Mary“; and ſeemed to 
poſſeſs all his wonted confidence and familiarity 


with her. Even the caſtle of Edinburgh, a place 
of great conſequence in this critical time, was en- 


truſted to him, and under him, to his creature ſir 
James Balfour, who had himſelf been publicly 


charged as an accomplice in the king's murder. 


Lenox, who had come as far as Stirling, with a 
view of appearing at the trial, was informed of all 


| theſe circumſtances; and refleting on the {mall 


train which attended him, he began to entertain 
very juſt apprehenſions from the power, inſolence, 


and temerity of his enemy. He wrote to Mary, 
defiring that the day of trial might be prorogued ; 


and conjured her, by all the regard which ſhe bore 
to her own honour, to employ more leiſure and de- 
liberation! in determining a Aae of ſuch extreme 


© Keith, p. 372. An derſon, mh li. p. „ (Keith. p 373 
s Ibid. 374, 375. n Tþid. p. 405. i Anderton, 
vob. i. p. 38. 40. 50 52. * Ib1d. vol. i. p. 27 74. 
Spotſwood, p. 201. [I 
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moment v. No regard was paid to his application: 
The jury was encloſed, of which the earl of Caith- 


neſs was chancellor ; and though Lenox, foreſeeing 
this precipitation, had ordered Cunningham, one of 
his retinue, to appear in court, and proteſt, in his 
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name, againſt the . ken of the criminal, the jury 


proceeded to a verdict *,, The verdict was ſuch as 


it behoved them to give, where neither accuſer nor 


witneſs appeared; and Bothwel was abſolved from 
the king's murder. The jury, however, apprehen- 
five that their verdi& would give great ſcandal, and 
perhaps expoſe them afterwards to ome danger, en- 


tered a proteſt, in which they repreſented the ne- 


ceflity of their proceedings“. It is remarkable, that 
the indictment was laid againſt Bothwel for com- 
mitting the crime on the ninth of February, not the 


tenth, the real day on which tHenry was aſſaſſin- 
ated . The interpretation generally put upon this 
error, too groſs, it was thought, to have proceeded 


from miſtake, was, that the ſecret council, by whom 


| Mary was governed, not truſting entirely to preci- 


pitation, violence, and authority, had provided this 


plea, by which they enſured, at all adventures, a 


plauſible pretence for acquitting Bothwel. 
Two days after this extraordinary tranſaction, a 
parliament was held; and though the verdict in 
tavour of Bothwel was attended with ſuch circum- 


12th April. 


ſtances as ſtrongly confirmed, rather than dimi. 


niſhed, the general opinion of his guilt, he was the 
perſon choſen to carry the royal ſcep:re on the firſt 
meeting of the national aflembly * In this par- 


| lament, a e act was made againſt thole 


; u Keith, p. 375. Anderſon, vol. i i. P. 52. eb p. 376. 
| Anderſon; vol. 11. p. 106. Spotſwood, p. 201. » Spotſwood, 
P. 201, Anderſon, vol. i, p. 113. F Keith, p. 375. An- 


| derſon, vol. il. p. 9z. Spor fro, f 25 201. 4 Keith, P. 78. 
| Cravford, p. * . 
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who ſet up defamatory bills ; but no notice was 
taken of the king's murder“. The favour which 


Mary openly 04 to Bothwel, kept every one in . | 


awe; and the effects of this terror appeared more 
plainly in another tranſaction, which enſued imme. Þ | 
diately upon the diſſolution of the parliament. 41 
bond or aſſociation was framed ; in which the ſub. 
ſcribers, after relating the acquittal of Bothwel by 
a legal trial, and mentioning a farther offer, which 


he had made to prove his innocence. by ſingle com. 


bat, oblige themſelves, in caſe any perſon ſhould Þ 
afterwards | impute to him the king's murder, to de- 


24th April. 


fend him with their whole power againſt ſuch ca- 


lumniators. After this promiſe, which implied no! 


great aſſurance in Bothwel of his own innocence, 
the ſubſcribers mentioned the neceſſity of their! 


queen's marriage, in order to ſupport the govern. Þ 

ment; and they recommended Bothwel to her as 2 
huſband - ', This paper was ſubſcribed by all the] 
conſiderable nobility there preſent. In a country Þ 

divided by violent factions, ſuch a concurrence in! 

| favour of one nobleman, nowiſe diſtinguiſhed above 

the reſt, except by his flagitious conduct, could) 
never have been obtained, had not every one been] 


| certain, at leaſt firmly perſuaded, that Mary wa 


_ fully determined on this meaſure *. Nor would ſuch 

a motive bave ſufficed to influence men, commonly - 
ſo ſtubborn and intractable, had they not been taken] 
by ſurpriſe, been ignorant of each other's ſent 

ments, and overawed by the preſent power of the 
court, and by the apprehenſions of farther violence, 
from perſons ſo little governed by any principles af 
| honour and humanity. Even with all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the ſubſcription to this paper may juſt Z 


ly be regarded as.a reproach t to the n nation. 


55 Keith, 6 ello. « Ibid. p- 391. 
t See note [1] at the end of the volume. 
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Taz ſubſequent meaſures of Bothwel were equally © u A x. 
precipitate and audacious. Mary having gone to 
Stirling to pay a viſit to her ſon, he aſſembled 
a body of eight hundred horſe, on pretence of pur- 


ſuing ſome robbers on the borders, and having 


way laid her on her return, he ſeized her perſon near 


| Fdinburgh, and carried her to Dunbar, with an 


avowed deſign of forcing her to yield to his pur- 


pole. Sir James Melvil, one of her retinue, was 
carried along with her, and ſays not, that he ſaw 


any figns of reluctance or conſtraint: He was even 


informed, as he tells us, by Bothwel's officers, that 
| the whole tranſaction was managed in concert with 
ber“. A woman, indeed, of that ſpirit and reſo- 
lution, Which is acknowledged to belong to Mary, 
| does not uſually, on theſe occaſions, give ſuch marks 
of oppoſition to real violence, as can appear any- 
| wiſe doubtful or ambiguous. Some of the nobility, 
| however, in order to put matters to farther trial, 
| ſent her a private meſſage ; ; in which they told her, 
that it, in reality, ſhe lay under force, they would 
uſẽe all their efforts to reſcue her. Her anſwer was, 
| that ſhe had indeed been carried to Dunbar by 
Violence, but ever ſince her arrival had been fo well 
treated, that ſhe w illingly remained with Bothwel “. 
No one gave himſelf thenceforth any concern to re- 
liere her from a captivity, which was believed to 
| proceed entirely from her own enen and con- 
miance. 

Pieis unuſual Conte was at firſt aforibed- to 
A 12 s ſenſe of the infamy attending her purpoſed 
. urfiage; and her deſire of finding | tome colour-to 


| * gloſs over the irtegularity of her conduct. But a 


| ros. given to Bothwel a few days ar made 


the public carry their conjectures ſomewhat farther. 
In this deed, Bothwel received a pardon for the 
violence committed on the queen's perſon; and for 


3 all other crimes : A claule, by which the murder 


Tur 


* Melvil, 5. 80. 


5 Spotſwood, p. 202. 
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in order to afford a pretence for indirectly remiiting 
a crime, of which it would have e icandalous 
to make openly any mention“. 

THarss events paſſed with ſuch rapidity i that men 
had no leiſure to admire ſufficiently one incident, 
when they were ſurpriſed with a new. one equally 
rare and uncommon. There ſtill, however, re- 


mained one difficulty, which it was not eaſy to fore. 


ſee how the queen and Bothwel, determined as they 
were to execute their ſhameful purpole, could find 
expedients to overcome. The man who had pro- 
cured the ſubſcription of the nobility, recommend—- 
ing him as a huſband to the queen, and who had 
acted this ſeeming violence on her perſon, in order 
to force her conſent, had been married two years 
before to another woman ; to a woman of merit, of 
a noble family, filter to the earl of Huntley. But 
perſons blinded by pathon, and infatuated with 
crimes, ſoon ſhake off all appearance of decency, 
A ſuit was commenced for a divorce between Both. 


wel and his wife; and this ſuit was opened at the 
ſame iriſtant in two different, or rather oppoſite, 


courts; in the court of the archbiſhop of St. An-F 
drews, which was popifh, and poverned itſelf by . 


: the canon law; and in the new conſiſtorial or com- 


auiffarior court, which was proteſtant, and was re. 


culated by the principles of the reformed teachers 
The plea, advanced in each court, was fo calculated 
as to ſuit the principles which there prevailed: InÞ | 
the archbiſhop's court, the pretence of conſanguinity . 
Was employed, becaulc Bothwel was related to bit , 
Vife in the fourth degree; in the commiſſariot courtÞ 


the accuſation of adultery was made uſe of again T 
him. The parties too, who applied for the di 


vorce, were different in che different courts: Bothud 8 


* Anderſon, vol. 37 part i, p. 61. 
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was the perſon who ſued in the former; his wife in H A P. 
the latter. And the ſuit in both courts was opened, X**T* 


pleaded, examined, and decided with the utmoſt pre- 


cipitation; and a ſentence of divorce was pronounced 


in four days!“. 


Tas divorce being thus obtained, i It was thought 
proper that Mary ſhould be conducted to Edin- 


burgh, and ſhould there appear before the courts of 


judicature, and ſhould acknowledge herſelf reſtored 
to entire freedom. This was underſtood to be con- 


trived in a view of obviating all doubts with regard 


to the validity of her marriage. Orders were then 
given to publiſh in the church the banns between 
the queen and the duke of Orkney; for that was 
the title which he now bore; and Craig, a miniſter 


of Edinburgh, was applied to for that purpoſe. 
This clergyman, not content with having refuſed 
compliance, publicly in his ſermons condemned the 
marriage, and exhorted all who had acceſs to the 
queen to give her their advice againſt ſo pane page 
an alliance. Being called before the council, 


anſwer for this liberty, he ſhewed a courage which 


might cover all the nobles with ſhame, on account 
of their tameneſs and ſer ility. He aid, that, by 
the rules of the church, the carl of B hat, being 
convicted of adultery, could not be permitted to 


marry; that the divorce between him and his former 
| wite was plainly procured by colluſion, as appeared 
| by the precipitation of the lentence, and tne {udden 
concluſion of his marriage with the queen; and that 
all the ſuſpicions which prevailed, with regard to 
the king's murder, and the queen! 5 concurrence in 
the former rape, would thence receive undoubted 
| confirmation. He therefore exhorted Bothwel, who 
| Was preſent, no longer to perſcveræ in his preſent 
| Criminal enterpriſes ; and turning his diſcourſe to the 
other counſellors, he charged them to employ all their 


Y Anderſon, vol. ii. p. 280. 
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influence with the queen, in order to divert her 
from a meaſure which would load her with eternal 
infamy and diſhonour. Not ſatisfied even with this 
admonition, he took the ſirſt opportunity of inform. 
ing the public, from the pulpit, of the whole tranſ. 


action, and expreſſed to them his fears, that, not- 


withſtanding all remonſtrances, their ſovereign Was 


ſtill obſtinately bent on her fatal purpoſe. © For 


ce him ſelf,“ he faid, © he had already diſcharged his 


* conſcience, and yet again would take heaven and 


earth to witneſs, that he abhorred and deteſted 


ce that marriage, as ſcandalous and hateful in the 


fight of ma kind: But ſince the Great, as he 


ec perceived, either by their flattery or ſilenee, gave 
% countenance to the meaſure, he beſought the 
% Faithful to pray fervently to the Almighty, that 
%a reſolution, taken contrary to all law, reaſon, 
ce and good conſcience, might, by the divine bleſſ- 
© ing, be turned to the comfort and benefit of the 


* church and kingdom.” Theſe ſpeeches offended 


the court extremely; and Craig was anew ſum— 
moned before the council, to anſwer for his temerity 
in thus paſting the bounds of his commiſſion. But 


he told them, that the bounds of his commiſſion Þ 


were ihe word of God, good laws, and natural rea- 
Ton ; and, were the queen's marriage tried by any of 
* nd ads it would appear infamous and dil. 
Bene able, and would be fo eſteemed by the whole 
world. 1 % counci! were fo overawed by this heroic 
behaviour in a private clergyman, that they diſmiſſed 
him without tarther cenſure or puniſhment=, | 
BuT though 155 tranſaction might have recalled 
Bothwel and the queen of Scots from their 1nfatu- 
ation, and might have inſtructed them in the diſ- 
poſitions of the people, as w ell as in their own in. 
ability to oppole them; they were {till reſolute to 
ruh forward to their own manifeſt deſtruction. 


: Srotfrn ood, p. 203. Anderſon, vol. ii. p. 280. 


The 


p the church for this ſc andalous compliance. 


had moſt of them. 


fired to their own houſes. 


| riage * 


nowhere appear in public; and the 


the public odium, by bri inging to co 


En . 
The marriage was ſolemnized by the biſhon of 
Orkney, a proteſtant, who was afterwarels depoſed 
Few 
t the ceremony: They 
either from ſhame or fear, re- 


of the nobility appeared 


Le Croc, an aged gentleman of honour and cha- 


rater, could not be prevailed on, though a de- 
pendant of the houſe of Guiſe, to countenance the 
marriage by his preſence *. 


Flizabeth remonſtrated, 
by friendly letters and meſſages, againſt the mar- 
The court of France made like oppoſition ; 
but Mary, though on all other occaſions ſhe was 


extremely obſequious to the advice of her relations 


in that country, was here determined to pay no 
regard to their opinion. 

THE news of theſe tranſactions, b ing carried to 
foreign countries, filled Europe with amazement, 


and threw infamy, not only on the principal actors 
in them, but alſo on the whole nation, who feemed 
by their ſubmiſſion and ſilence and even by their 
declared approbation, to give their fonction to theſe 


ſcandalous praQtices*. The Scots, who reſided 
abroad, met with ſuch reproaches, that they durſt 
earneltly ex- 
them from 


dien 
lr 


horted their countrymen at home to be 


ment the : 
intelligence, with a little more leiſure for reflection 
rouſed men from their let h argy s and the 


which, from the very beginning a ha 


rumours 
d been ſpread 


an Mary, as if ſhe had concurred in the king” 3 


murder, ſeemed now, by the ſublequent tranſattions, 
to have received a ſtrung confirmation and autho- 
rity, It was every where laid, that even ys 


« Spatforood, p. 203. Melvil, p. 


4 b Keit h, p. 492. 
Digges, P. 14. c Melvil, P-: 82. 
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no particular and direct proofs had as yet been pro- 
nounced of the queen's guilt, the whole tenour of 
her late conduct was ſuflicient, not only to beget 
ſuſpicion, but to produce entire conviction againſt 
her: That her ſudden reſolution of being reconciled 
to her huſband, whom before ſhe had long and juſtly 
hated ; her bringing him to court, from which ſhe 
had baniſhed him by neglects and rigours ; her fit- 


ting up ſeparate apartments for him ; were all of 


them circumſtances which, though trivial in them. 
ſelves, yet, being compared with the ſubſequent events, 


bore a very unfavourable aſpect for her: That the 
leaſt which, after the king's murder, might have been 
expected in her ſituation, was a more than uſual cau. 
tion in her meaſures, and an extreme anxiety to 
puniſh the real aſlaſſins, in order to free herſelf 
trom all reproach and ſuſpicion : That no woman, 

who had any regard to her character, would allow 
a man, publicly accuſed of her huſband's murder, 
ſo much as to approach her preſence, far leſs give 


him a ſhare in her councils, and endow him with 
_ favour and authority: That an acquittal, merely in 


the abſence of accuſers, was very ill fitted to ſatisly 

the public; eſpecially if that abſence proceeded 
from a deſigned precipitation of the ſentence, and 
from the terror which her known friendſhip for the 


criminal had infuſed into every one: That the very 
mention of her marriage to ſuch a perſon, in ſuch 
circumſtances, was horrible; and the contrivances 


of extorting a conſent from the nobility, and of con- 
ceriing a rape, were grols artifices, more proper to 
diſcover her guilt than prove her innocence : That 
where a woman thus ſhews a conſciouſneſs of me- 
rited reproach, and, inflead of correcting, provides 


only thin gloſſes to cover her exceptionable con- 


duct, ſhe betrays a _negle& of fame, which mult 


eicher be the elleck or the caul e of the molt ſhame- 


ful enormities: That to eſpouſe a man, who had, a 


his 
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— 
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his wife; who, to ſay the leaſt, was believed to EN AP, 


have, a few months before, aſſaſſinated her hutband ; 
was ſo contrary to the plaineſt rules of behaviour, that 
no pretence of indiſeretion or imprudence could ac 

count for ſuch a con duct: Thata woman, who, ſo foon 


after her huſband's death, though not attended with 
any eee circumſtances, contrads a mar- 
riage, which might in itſelf be the moſt blameleſe, 


cannot eſcape ſevere cenſure; but one who overlooks, 


for her pleaſure, ſo many other weighty con ſider. 
ations, was equally capable, in gratifying her appe- 
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tites, to neglect every regard to honour and to hu- 


manity: "That Mary was not ignorant of the pre- 


vailing opinion of the public, with regard to her own. 
| ovilt, and of the inferences which would every where 


he drawn from her conduct; and therefore, if ſhe 
{till continued to puriue meaſures which gave ſuch 


7 juſt offence, ſhe ratified, by her actions, as much as 
ſhe could by the moſt St confeſſion, all the ſur- 


miſes and imputations of her enemies: That a prince 
was here murdered in the face of the world; Both- 
wel alone was ſuſpected and accuſed ; if he were in- 
nocent, nothing could abfolve him, either in Mary's 

eyes or thoſe of the public, but che detection and 


conviction of the real aſſaſſin; yet no inquiry was 


made to that purpoſe, though a parliament had been 


allembled ; the ſovereign and wife were here plainly 


ſilent from guilt, the people from terror. That the 


1 only circumſtance which oppoſed all theſe preſump— 


tions, or rather proots, was the benignity and good- 


neſs of ber preceding behaviour, which ſeemed to 
remove her from all juſpicions of ſuch atrocious in- 


humanity; but that the characters of men were ex- 


actions were not always of the worlt and molt cri. 
minal diſpoſitions : That a woman who, in a critical 
aud dangerous n oment, had ſacrificed her honour to 


a man oi abandoned principle, might thenceforth be 
= 1 . led 


tremely variable, and perſons guilty of the worſt 
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led blindfol by him to the commiſſion of the moſt 
enormous crimes, and was in reality no longer at 
her own Jifps fal: And that, though one ſupp»fition 
was til! ag to alleviate ber blame, n amely, that Both. 
wel, preſuming on her affection towards him, had of 
himſelf committed the crime, and had never com- 
municated it to her, yet ſuch a ſudden and paſſionate 


love to a man, whom ſhe had long known, could not 


caſily be accounted for, without ſuppoſing ſome de- 
gree of preceding guilt; ; and as it appeared that ſhe 


was not afterwards reſtrained, either by ſhame or 


prudence, from incurring the higheſt reproach and 
danger, it was not likely that a ſenſe of duty or 
humanity would have a more powerful inſluence 
over ler, 5 
Tres were the ſentiments which prevaile led 
throughout Scotland; and as the proteſtant teach- 
ers, who had great authority, had long borne an 
auimoſity io Mary, the pinion of her guilt was, | 


by that means, tit GS More WI tely diffuſed, and made | 


tne deepè 21 unprefi: on on the people. Some altStnpts 
made by Bochwel, and, as is pretended, wich her 
conſent, to get che young prince into his power, 
excited the molt ſeriò us attention; and the Princip: 11 
nobility, even many of thoſe who h. ad former! y beet . 
conſt rained to ſigu the . 1 favour of Both. 
wel's n Barrage mei at Stirling, and formed an afl- 
ciation for brotectin ig the DI ce, and puniſhing the 
king's murderets“. * carb of WO ee 4 
known catholic, was the firſt aut this confede 
1 0 Al g/l, Morton, I Karre, Glo; Ll: 

E. me, Semple, 


carne, the lords 8 Lin dutey, Hut 
5 
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ſome time before, defired and obtained Mary's per- © HA b. 


miſſion to retire into France. ara t 
Loxd Hume was firſt in arms; and, leading a 13565. ; 
body of eight hundred horſe, ſuddenly environed the /vforrec- 1 
tio: 3 in 5 

queen of Scots and Bothwel in the caſtic of Borth- Scotland. jd 
wie. They found means of making their eſcape to 4 
Dunbar; while the confederate lords were aſſembling = | 
their troops at Edinburgh, and taking meaſures to " 


eflect their purpoſe. Had Bothwel been fo prudent A 
as to keep within the fortreſs of Dunbar, his enemies 
muſt have diſperſed for want of pay and ſubſiſtence; ; 
but hearing that the aſſociated lords were fallen into 


2 E in ay; 1 
. FF A . Fa 
cans, . r 5 


* 
me + 


diſtreſs, he was ſo raſh as to take the w_ and ad- 15th June. 1 
vance towards them. The armies met at Carberry 0 
Hill, about ſix miles from Edinbur: wY ; and Mary in 


| ſoon became ſenſible that cog tro ops diſapproved 
ol her cauſe, and were averſe to ſpill their blood in 
the quarrel'. After fome bravadoes of Bothwel, 
where he diſcovered very little courage, ſhe faw no 
reſource but that of holding a conference with Kir- 
kaldy of Grange, and of putting herſelf, upon fome 
general promiles, into the hands of the cor feds rates. 
She was conducted to Edinburgh, amid{t the inſults 
of the populace; who re :proached her: vith her crimes; 
and even held before her eyes, Which 1 WAY ſoever lhe 
turned, a banner, on which were painted d the murder 
of her huſband, and the diſtrefs of her iufant fon *, 
Mary, overwhelmed with her calam ines, had recourſe 
to tears and lamentations. Meanwhile Bouthwel, 
during her conference with Grange, fed un: tended | 
to Dunbar; and fitting out a few imall ſhips, ter {all 
5 the Orkney: 85 nere > ke jubſiſted during ſome 
time by piracy. He was 3s purſued thither by Grange, : 
and his ſhip Was taken, with ſeveral of his ſervants, _ 
WB vhoatterwards diſcovered all the circumitances of 
| the king's murder, and were puniſhed for the 
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crime db. Bothwel himſelf eſcaped in a boat, and 
found means to get a paſſage to Denmark, where he 
was thrown into priſon, loſt his ſenſes, and died mi- 
ſerably about ten years after: An end worthy ot his 


flagitious genduct and behaviour. 


THEAueen of Scots, now in the hands of an en- 
raged faction, met with ſuch treatment as a ſovereign 


may naturally expect from ſubjects who have their 
future ſecurity to 3 lor, as well as their preſent 


animoſity to gratify. It is pretended, that ſhe be- 


haved with a ſpirit very little ſuitable to her condi- 


tion, avowed her inviolable attachment to Bothwell, 


and even wrote him a letter, which the lords inter- 


cepted, wherein ſhe declared, that ſhe would endure 
any extremity, nay reſign her dignity and crown 1t- 
ſelf, rather than relinquith his affections *. The mal. 


contents, finding the danger to which they were ex- 


poſed, in caſe Mary ihould finally prevail, thought 
themſelves obliged to proceed with rigour againſt 


Her; and they ſent her next day under a guard to 


the caſtle of Lochlevin, ſituated in a lake of that 
name. "The miltreſs of the houſe was mother to 
the earl of Murray; and as ſhe pretended to have 
been lawfully married to the late king of Scots, ſhe 
naturally bore an animoſity to Mary, and treated 


| ker with the utmoſt harſhneſs and ſeverity. 


F11zaBtTH, who was fully informed of all theſe 
incidents, ſeemed touched with compaſſion towards 
the unfortunate queen; and all her fears and jea- 


louſies being now laid aſleep, by the conſideration 


of that ruin and infamy in which Mary? s conduct had 


involved her, ſhe began to reflect on the inſtability of 


human affairs, the e ſtate of royal N 1 


h Anderſon, . ii. p. 165 166 Xe. 1 Keith, p- 419. 

* Melvil, p. 84. I be reality of this letter appears fomewhat 
diſputable; ; chietly becauſe Murray and his aſloctates never 
mentioned it in their accuſation of her before queen Elizabeth“ 


commiſſioners. 


the 


ELIZABETH: 


the reſolved to employ her authority for alleviating 
the calamities of her unhappy kinſwoman. She ſent 


fir Nicholas Throgmorton ambaſſador to Scotland, 


in order to remonſtrate both with Mary and the aſ- 
ſociated lords; and ſhe gave bim inſtructions, which, 
though mixed with ſome lofty pretenſions, were f all 
of that good ſenſe which were lo natural to her, and 
of that generoſity which the preſent intereſting con- 
zuncture had called forth. She empowered him to 
declare in her name to Mary, that the late conduct 


of that princeſs, ſo enormous and in every reſpect 


ſo unjuſtifiable, had given her the higheſt offence; 
and though the felt the movements of pity towards 
her, ſhe had once determined never to interpoſe in 


her affairs, either by advice or aſſiſtance, hut to aban- 
don her entirely, as a perſon whoſe condition was to- 
tally deſperate, and honour irretrievable: That ſhe 


was well aſſured that other foreign princes, Mary's 


near relations, had embraced the ſame reſolution; 


but, for her part, the late events had touched her 
heart with more tender ſympathy, and had made 
her adopt meaſures more favourable to the liberty 
and intereſts of the unhappy queen: That ſhe was 


determined not to ſee her oppreſſed by her rebellious 
ſubjects, but would employ all her good offices, and 


even her power, to redeem her from captivity, and 
place her in ſuch a condition as would at once be 


compatible with her dignity, and the ſafety of her 
ſubjects : That ſhe conjured her to lay aſide all 


thoughts of revenge, except againſt the murderers 
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of her huſband; nd as ſhe her ſelf was his near re- 


lation, ſhe was better entitled than the ſubjects of 


Mary, to interpoſe her authority on that head; and 


ſhe therefore beſought that princeſs, if ſhe had any 


regard to her own honour and ſafety, not to oppoſe 


F 0 Gaſt and reaſonable a demand: That after thoſe 
wo Poms were provided for, her own liberty, and 
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the puniſhment of her huſband's aſſaſſins, the ſafety 


there ſeemed no expedient more proper for that pur- 
poſe, than ſending him to be educ ated in England: 
And that, beſides the ſecu1 1ty which would attend 
his removal from a ſcene of faction and convulſions, 
there were many other beneficial CONEQUENCES, 


which it was ealy to foreſee as the reſult of his 
education in that country *. 


TE remonſtrances wich Throgn norton was Tre 
ſtructed tO II ake to the aflociated Jord US, WW Cre ns 


tirely conformable to, theſe ſentiments v. which Eliza. 


beth entertained in Mary's favour. She 5 
him to tell them, that, whatever blame ſh e mig! 


throw on Mary's conduct, any oppoſition t to the 
fovercign was totally unjuſti fable, and incon ipatibl. 


with all order and good gover nment: That it be- 
longed not to them to reform, much leis to puniſh, 
the mal-adminiſtration of their prince; and this only 
arms which ſubjects could in any caſe lawfully em- 
ploy againſt the ſupreme authority, were entreatics, 
counſels, and repreſentations : That it theſe expe- 

dients failed, they were next to appeal by their 
prayers to Heav en; and to wait with patience till 
the Almighty, in whoſe hands are the hearts of 
princes, ſhould be pleated to turn them to jultice aud 


to merey : That ſhe inculcated not this doctrine, 
| becauſe the herſelf was intereſted in its obſervance; 
but becauſe it was univerſally received in all well- 
governed {fates 


es, and was eflential to the preſerv- 
ation of civil ſociety: That ſhe required them to 
reſtore their queen to liberty ; and promiſed, i in that 
caſe, to concur with them in all proper expedients 


for regulating the government, for puniſhing the 
king's murderers, 
- 9 of the infant prince: And that if che ſervices, 


and for guarding the lite and 


1 Keith, p. 41 , 412, &c. 
which 
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which ſhe had lately rendered the Scotttiſn nation, in 
protecting them from forcian uſurpation, were duly 
conſidered by them, they would repoſe co: dence 
in her good offices, and would lbeem themſelves 


blame- worth iy in having itherto made 10 applica- 


fn 


tion to her 
FLIZAaBETH, beſides theſe remonſtrances, ſent, 
by Throgmorton, ſoine articles of accommodation, 
which he was to propoſe to both parties, as expe» 
dients for the ſettlement of public affairs; and though 
theſe articles contained foie important reſtraints on 
the ſovereign power, they were in the main calcu- 
Javed for Mary's advantage, and were ſufficiently in- 
dulgent to her *. The allociated lords, who deter- 
mined to procced with greater ſeverity, were appre- 
henfive of Elizabeth's p- artiality ; ; and being ſenſible 
| that Mary would take courage trom the protect. on 
| of that powerful princeſs , they thought proper, 
after ſeveral affected delays, to refuſe the Engliſh 
ambaffador all acceſs to her, There were four dif— 
ferent ſchemes propoſed i In Scotland, ior the treat- 
ment of the captive queei. : One, that ſhe ſhould be 
reſtored to her authority under very ſtrict limita- 
tions: The ſecond, that the fnoutd be obliced to re- 
| fign her crown to the prince, be baniſhed the king- 
* and be coniined either to France or England; 
with aſſurances from the ſovereign in whole domi 
nions ſhe thould reiide, that ne 12 e make no at- 
tempts to the diſturbance of th; e blil. ned govern- 
ment: The third, that ſhe ſhould be e oy tried 
for her crimes, of which her enemies pretended to 
have undoubted proof, and be ſentence 84 i perpe- 
| tual impritonment: The fourth was ſtill more levere, 
and required, that, after her triab and condemnation, 
capital puniſtunent ſhould be in ulicted upon her ?, 


Th rogmorton ſupporce ed the mi Idelt propoſal; but 
Mough he pron. mes his nuſtrels's guarantee for the 
i Keith, p 414 „415. 420 : hid p. 446, 
2 Ibid. p- 427. b bid. p. 420. 
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performance of articles, threatened the ruling part) 


(=, with immediate vengeance in cate of refuſal “, and 


hl | 1567, 


" warned them not to ri on themſelves, by their 


violence, the public reproach, which now lay upon 
their qucen; he found that, excepting ſecretary 


Lidington, he had not the good fortune to convince 
any of the leaders. All counſels ſeemed to tend to- 


wards the more ſevere expedients; and the preachers, 
in particular, drawing their examples from the ri- 
gorous maxims of the Old Teſtament, which can 
only be warranted by particular revelations, inflamed 


the minds of the people againſt their unhaj PPy ſore 
reign 


THERE were ſeveral tern + to the regency of 
the young prince after the intended depoſition of 
Mar: y. The earl of Lenox claimed that authority 
28 prandfat ther to the prince: The duke of Chatel. 
rault, who was abſent in France, had pretenſions as 
next heir to the crown: But the greateſt number of 
the aflociated lords mcimed to the cart of Murray, 
in whoſe capacity Lag had entire truſt, and who 
poſleſſed the confidenc : Of tho preachers and more 


_ zealous reformers All neafures being therefore 


concerted, his rec 4 oe nts Were 5 to Mar , by 
the hands of lord Lindeſey, and fr Robert Melvil; 
by one cf which ihe was lo relhon 1 85 CYOWN in 1 


your of her! Ons by another to appoint Murray re- 


gent, by the third to make a council which ſhould 


5 adminiſter the g government until his arrival in Scot. 
land. Ihe queen of Scots, ſeeing no proſpect of 


relief, lying juſtly under apprehenfions for her life, 
and believing that no deed which the executed du- 


ring her captivity could be valid, was prevailed on, 
| after a plentifu | efufion of 


tears, to ſign theſe three 
inſtruments ; and 25 took not the trouble of in- 


ipecting any one of ti ny. In L CC oniequence of this 


9. Ke 1th, Þ. 429 x Ibid. P. 1 


15 il, p. 85. Spotfwoc d, p. 211. Anderſon, vol. iii. p. 19. 
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forced reſignation, the young prince was proclaimed o A . 
king, by the name of James VI. He was ſoon after PETS. 
crowned at Stirling, and the earl of Morton took 1567. 
in his name the coronation oath ; in which a pro- 79 Jah. 
miſe to extirpate hereſy was not forgotten. Some 
republican pretenſions in favour of the people $ 

power were countenanced in this ceremony *; and 

1 coin was ſoon after ſtruck, on which the 1 

ſaying of Trajan was inſcribed, Pro me; ſi merear, 

in nie For me; if I deſerve it, againſt me *, 


8 Fe ; 5 —— ? 3 8 > = — = es ES 


— 2» 5” 2 - - . 
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Throgmorton had orders from his miltreſs not to . 3 
aſliſt at the coronation of the ki ing of Scots“ 1 4 
Fur council of regency had not long LEI to 4 

exerciſe their -athorty; "The earl of Murray ar K 


rived from France, and took poſſeſſion of his high 
once, He paid a viſit to the capive queen; an nd 


| ipoke to her in a manner which better ſuited her 3 
bat conduct than her prelent condition. This harſh ö 
N | treatment quite extinguiſhed in her breaſt any re- 
mains of alleQton towards him. Murray proceeded N 
WW afterwards to break, in a more public manner, all i, 
terms of decency with her. He ſummoned a varlia- 15th Dez, " 
8 ment; and that aſſembly, after voting that ſhe was 
/ i undoubtedly an accomplice in her huſband's mur- 
ger, condemned her to oy RR ratified her 
demiſſion of the crown, and acknowledged her fon 
* tor king and Murray for regent“. The regent, a | 
0 man of vigour and abilities, employed himlcl; fc 
t. ceisfully in reducing the 3 BE bribed fir 1 
t WW ſames Balfour to ſurrender the caſtle of Edinburgh): | # 
„ lle conſtrained the garriſon ot Dunbar to open ti their =» 
gates: And he demoliſhed that fortreſs. N 
„ Bur though every thing thus bore a favourable ; 
© 2{pect to the new government, and ail men leemed 1 
I- | þ 
In 8 | 

Keith. „p. 439, 440. 1 1510 p. 440. ppend. p.150. 11 

* 1014, p. 430. x Slelvits p. 57. Ren, p 4 of 
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to acquieſce i in Murray's authority; a violent revolu- 


tion, however neceſſary, can never be effected with. 


out great difcontents ; and it was not likely that, in 


a country where the government, in its moſt ſettled 
ſtate, poſſeſſed a very disjointed authority, a new 


eſtabliſhment ſhould meet with no interruption or 
diſt urbance. Few confiderable men of the nation 
feemed willing to ſupport Marv, fo long as Both. 


wel was preſent ; but the removal of that obnoxtou;s 


nobleman had altered the ſentiments of many. The 


duke of Chatelrault, being difappointed of the re- 
gency, bore no good-will to Murray ; and the fame 
ſentiments were embraced by alt his numerous re. 
tainers Several of the nobility. finding that other; 
had taken the lead among the affociators, formed x 


14 


faction apart, and oppoſed the prevailing pow er: 


And beſides their being moved by ſome remains of 


duty and affection roars Mary, the malcontent 


lords, obſerving every thing car ried to extremity 


1568. 


againſt her, were naturally led to embrace her cauſe, 


8 and ſhelter themſelve CH under r he 2 author ity * All wi 10 


retained any pr openſity to the catholic religion, were 
induced to join this party; and even the people in 
general, though they Bad 3 either deteſted 
Mary? s crimes, or blamed her in PU udence, were NOW 
inclined to compaſſionate her pref ent ſituation, and 
lamented that a perſon, pond ned of fo many ami. ang 
accompliſhments, joiped to ſuch high dignity, Mou 
be treated with ſuch extreme feverity 7. Animated 
by all thefe motives, many of the pr incipal nobility, 
now adherents to the queen of Scots, met at Ham ul 
ton; an d concerted mealure 8 JOr ſupporting the cauk 
of that princess. jj 8 
VEILE theſe humours were in fermentation, Mary 


was employed in contrivances for effecting her eſcape; 
and ſhe engaged, by her charms and careſles, a young 


. , 15 4 -} OR I: _ 2 . 
| LuUucnanan, ID. VIII. C. 53. 
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ö captivity; 3 and | having all a OI nities JT 2 


milton; and the news of her arrival in that place 
being immediately ſpread abroad, many of | 


bility flocked to her . 


held by the fear of puſhin 
| tremities againſt her“; bot 
court of France an expedient, a oug 
| olent, would have been no lets effectual f for hay 


E016 ADE TH: 


127 


gentleman, George Douglas, brother to the laird of © H Ap. 


Lochlevin, to affilt her in that enterpriſe. She even 
went ſo far as to give him hopes of eſpouſing her, 


after her marriage with Bothwel ſhould be diflolved 


ON the plea of force; 8 and ſhe P;. "OPO! {ed this eXPeC- 
dient to the regent, who rejed ted it. Do! ug las, how- 


Ever“ perſever ed in his endes vours to free her from 


r accels to 
the houte, he was at laſt f LIUCCE 1 fu in the Under ttak- 


ing. He conveyed her in gurl le into aimaii boat, 
and himſelf rowed her aſhore. She haſtened to Ha- 


Sad abroad, MANY. OL the no- 
ich Sow forces. A bond of 
aſſociation for her defence w is ſie ned 

Argyle, Hunltey, Eglinton, Crawford, Cailihs, 


Rothes, Montroſe, 9 Vrrol, nine biſhops 
5 7 7 


and nine barons, beſides many of the moſt conſider- 


able gentry *. And in a lew days an ar my, to tne 
number of fix thouſand men, was atlembled under 
her ſtandard. 
ELIZABETH. was no Taoner FAY ed of 7 5 
elcape, than ſhe dilcovered her retolution of p 


vering in the ſame generous and friendly me 1 8 
which ſhe had hitherto purined. If ſhe had not em 


ployed force againit the recent, during the 1mpri- 


ſonment of that princeſs, the had been chiefly with- 


7 Ram to greater ex- 


i} 


e d propoſed = the 
els vi- 
ler- 
vice: She deſired that France W England ſhould 


0 
4 CI 
T 
{7 


t by concert cut oft all commerce with the DOC OUS, till 


they thould do juſtice to their e fovereipn : 


She LOW dilpatched Leighton into 5 cotland to offer 
doth her good e id the: ſtance of her forces, 


5 Keith, p. 475. b Ibid. p. 463. Cahala. p. 141. 
Keith, Pe 402. | 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


to Mary; but as ſhe apprehended the entrance of 


French troops into the kingdom, ſhe defired that 
the controverly between the queen of Scots and her 
ſubjects might by that princels be referred entirely 


to her arbitration, and that no foreign luccours 


ſhould be introduced into Scotland“. 

BuT Elizabeth had not leiſure to exert fully bs 
efforts in favour of Mary. The regent made haſte 
to aſſemble forces; and notwithſtanding that his 
army was inferior in number to that of the queen of 
Scots, he took the field againſt her. A battle was 


fought at Langſide near Glaſgow, which was entirely 


deciſive in favour of the regent; and though Murray, 
after his victory, ſtopped the bloodſhed, yet was the 
action followed by a total diſperſion of the queen's 
party. That unhappy princeſs fled ſouthwards from 
the field of battle with great precipitation, and came, 


with a few attendants, to the borders of England. 
She here deliberated concerning her next meaſures, 
which would probably prove ſo important to her fu. 


ture happineſs or miſery. She found it impoſſible to 
remain in her own kingdom: She had an averſion, 


in her preſent wretched condition, to return into 


France, where ſhe had formerly appeared with ſe 
much ſplendour; and ſhe was not, beſides provided 
with a veſſel which could fately convey her thither: 
The late generous behaviour of Elizabeth made her 


hope for protection, and even aſſiſtance, from that 


quarter *; and as the preſent fears from her domeſtic 
enemies were the moſt urgent, the overlooked all 


other conſiderations, and embraced the reſolution of 


taking ſhelter in England. She embarked on board 
a fiſhing-boat in Galloway, and landed the fame day 
at Workington in Cumberland, about thirty miles 
trom Carliſle; whence the immediately diſpatched a 
meſſenger to London; notitying her arrival,  defaring 


Keith, p. 74. in the notes. e iv. p. 26. 
© Tebb's Collection, vol: i. P 420. 
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* 
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leave to viſit Elizabeth, and craving her protection, CHAP; 


in conſequence of former profeſſions of friendſhip 
made her by that princeſs. 

ELIZABETH now found herſelf in a ſituation 
| when it was become neceſſary to take ſome deciſive 
| reſolution with regard to her treatment of the queen 
| of Scots; and as the had hitherto, contrary to the 
| opinion of Cecil, attended more to the motives of 
| cenerofity than of policy , the was engaged by that 


rudent miniſter to weigh anew all the conſiderations 


| which occurred in this critical conjuncture. He re- 


. preſented, that the party which had dethroned Mary, 
and had at preſent aſſumed the government of Scot- 
land, was always attached to the Engliſh alliance, 

and was engaged, by all the motives of religion and 


| of intereſt, to perievere 13 their connection with 


| Elizabeth : That though Murray and his friends 
| might complain of ſome unkind uſage during their 
daniſhment in England, they would eaſily forget 


FF theſe grounds of quarrel, when they reflected that 
| I Elizabeth was the only ally on whom they could 


| fately rely, and that their own queen, by her attach- 
ment to the catholic faith, and by her other connec- 


France, and even from that of Spain: That Mary, 


| vith her proteſtant ſubjects, was in ſecret entirely 


I WF views, when, by her own ill conduct, the power of 
ji WW that family and of the zealous catholics was become 
d ber ſole reſource and ſecurity: That her pretenſions 
do the Engliſh crown would render her a dangerous 


es inſtrument in their hands; ; and were ſhe once able 


2 to luppreſs che proteſtants in her own kingdom, ſhe 
1g W Vould unite the Scottiſh and Englith catholics, with 
© thole of all foreign ſtates, 1 in a confederacy againlt 


NEE, 2 4 Cabala, p. 140. | 
Vor. V. | | K. _ the 


e 


| tions, excluded them entirely from the friendſhip of 
on the other hand, even before her violent breach : 


governed by the counſels of the houſe of Guile ; 
much more would ſhe implicitly comply with their 
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the religion and government of England: That i: 
behoved Elizabeth, therefore, to proceed with cau- 
tion in the deſign of reſtoring her rival to the 
throne ; and to take care, both that this enterpriſe, 
if undertaken, ſhould be effected by Engliſh forces 
alone, and that full ſecurities ſhould beforehand he 
provided for the reformers and the reformation in 


Scotland: That, above all, it was neceſſary to guard 
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carefully the perſon of that princeſs; leſt, finding 
this unexpected reſerve in the Engliſh friendſhip 
ſhe ſhould fuddenly take the reſolution of flying 


into France, and ſhould attempt, by foreign force, 
to recover poſſeſſion of her authority: That her 
deſperate fortunes and broken reputation fitted her 


for any attempt; and her reſentment, when ſi 


ſhonld find herſelf thus deſerted by the queen, 


would concur with her ambition and her bigotry, 
and render her an unrelenting, as well as power 


ful enemy to the Engliſh government: That i 
ſhe were once abroad, in the hands of enterpriſing 
catholics, the attack on England would appear to 
her as eaſy as that on Scotland; and the only me- 
thod, ſhe muſt imagine, of recovering her native 
kingdom, would be to acquire that crown, to which 
ſhe would deem herlelf equally entitled: That a 
neutrality in ſuch intereſting ſituations, though i t 
mien be pretet nded, could never, without the mol 

xtreme danger, be upheld by the queen; and the 
detention of! Mary was equally requifite, whether the 


power of England were to be employed in her is 


vour, or againtt her: That nothing, indeed, wa 
more becoming a great prince than generoſity z ye 
the ſuggeſtions of this noble principle could never, 


without imprudence e, be conſulted in ſuch delicate 
eircumſtances as thole in which the queen Was d 


preſent placed; where her own jafety and the inte 


reſts of her people were intim-tely concernet in 
every reſo! ation whichthe embr ced: That though 
the example ol {uccetlsiul rebe.uon, eſpecially 1 

5 neigh 
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»zighbouring country, could nowiſe be agreeable CH A p. 


to any ſovereign, yet Mary's imprudence had been 


ſo great, perhaps her crimes fo enormous, that 


2 the inſurrection of ſubjects, after ſuch provocation, 


| to attend on that princels. 
| patched to her lord Scrope himſelf, warden of the 


eig 


could no longer be regarded as a precedent againſt 
other princes: That it was firſt neceſſary for Eliza- 


| beth to aſcertain, in a regular and ſatisfactory man- 
ner, the extent of Mary's guilt, and thence to de- 


termine the degree of protection which ſhe ought to 


afford her againſt her diſcontented ſubjects: That as 
no glory could ſurpaſs that of detending oppreſled 
B innocence, It was equally infamous to patronize vice 
| and murder on the throne; and the-, contagion of 


ſuch diſhonour would extend itſelf to all who coun- 
tenanced or ſupported it: 


ſhould 


AGREEABLY to theſe views, Elizabeth reſolved to 


| proceed in a ſeemingly generous, but really ca utious, 
manner with the queen of Scots; and ſhe imme- 
diately ſent orders to lady Scrope, ſiſter to the duke 


of Norfolk, a lady who lived in the neighbourhood, 
Soon after, ſhe diſ- 


marches, and Sir Francis Knoiles, vice-chamberlain. 


And that, if the crimes 
| of the Scottiſh princeſs ſhould, on inquiry, appear as 
great and certain as was affirmed and believed, every 
b meaſure againſt her, which policy 
| would thence be juſtified 3 or if ſhe ſhould be found 
innocent, every enterpriſe, which friendſhip 
| inſpire, would be acknowiedged laudable and glo- 
| T10US, 
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ſhould dictate, ; 


| They found Mary already lodged in the caſtle of 

| Carliſle; and, after expreſſing the gueen's ſympathy 
Vith her in ker late mis/ortunes, they told her, that 
ber requeſt of being allowed to viſit their ſovereign, 

and of being admitted to her preience, could not at 
$ preſent be complied with: Till ſhe had cleared her- 
| lelf of her huſband's murder, of which ſhe was ſo 
| \rongly acculed, Elizabeth could not, without diſ- 
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different to the aſſaſſination of ſo near a kinſmans, 


90 unexpected a check threw Mary into tears; and 
the neceility of her ſituation extorted from her a 
declaration, that ſhe would willingly juſtify herſeli 


to her ſiſter from all imputations, and would ſubmit 
her cauſe to the arbitration of io good a friend“. 
Two days alter ſhe ſent lord Herries to London 


with a letter to the fame purpole. 


THis conceſſion, which Mary could ſcarcely 


avoid without an acknowledgment of guilt, was 


the point expected and deſired by Elizabeth: She 
immediately diſpatched Midlemore to the regent of 
Scotland; requiring him both to deſiſt from the 
tarther proſecution of his queen's party, and ſend 
lome perſons to London to juſtify his conduct with 


regard to her. Murray might juſtly be ſtartled at 
receiving a meſſage ſo violent and imperious; but 
as his domeſtic enemies were numerous and power. 


ful, and England was the ſole ally which he could 
expect among foreign nations, he was reſolved ra- 


ther to diveſt the affront, than provoke Elizabeth 


by a refulal. He allo conſidered, that though that 
queen had hitherto appeared partial to "Mary, 
many political motives evidently engaged her to 
ſupport the king's cauſe in Scotland ; and it was 
not to be doubted but ſo penetrating a princels 
would in the end dilcover this intereſt, and would 


at leaſt afford him a patient and equitable hearing. 


He therefore replied, that he would himſelf take a 


journey to England, attended by ether commil- 


ſioners; and would willingly lubmit the determin- 
ation of his cauſe to Elizabeth. 


Lord Herries now perceived that his lr 


had advanced too far in her conceſlions: He en- 


deavourcd to mamntaia, that Mary could not, With: 


s Auderſon, vol. iv. p. 54.66; $2, 85 86. 
A bid. p. 16.55. 87. Ib. p. 13 - 16. 


Out 


Out 


ELIZABETH. 


out diminution of her royal dignity, ſubmit to a nA p. 
conteſt with her rebellious ſubjects before a foreign 
prince; and he required either preſent aid from 


England, or liberty for his queen to paſs over into 
France. Being prefled, however, with the former 
agreement before the Engliſh council, he again re- 
newed his conſent; but in a few days he began anew 
to recoil; and * was with ſome di :ficulry that he 
was brought to acquieſce in the firſt determination *. 
Theſe fluctuations, which were inceſſantly renewed, 


| ſhewed his viſible reluctance to the mealure es purſued 
by the court of England. 


THE queen of Scots diſcovered no leſs averſion 


; : 16 the trial propoſed; : and IT requ Ire: 0 all the a artifice 


and prudence of Elizabeth to make her perſevere in 


the agreement to which ſhe at firſt conſented. This 
latter princeſs {till ſaid to her, that the defired not, 


without Mary's content or approbation, to enter 


into the queſtion, and pretended only, as a friend, 
to hear her juſtification: That ſhe was confident. 
there would be found no difficulty in refuting all 
the calumnies of her enemies; and even if her apo- 

| logy ſhould fall ſhort of full conviction, Elizabeth 

| was determined to ſupport her cauſe, and procure _ 
| ber ſome reaſonable teruis of accommodation: And 
that it was nevet meant, that ſhe ſhould be cited to 


a trial on the accuſation of her rebellious ſubjects ; 


| bur, on the contrary, that they ſhould be ſummoned 
| to appear, and to juſtify chemielves for their conduct. 
- towards her“. Allured by theſe plauſible profeſſions, 


the queen of Scots agreed to vindicate herſelf by 
ner Own commiſſioners before commilhoners ap- 
pointed by Elizabeth. 

DURING theſe tranſactions, lord Scrope and fir 


Francis Knolles, who reſided with Mary at Carliſle, 
; tad leilure to ſtudy her character, and make report 
of it to Elizabeth. Uabroken by her misfortunes, 


8 Anderſon, p. 3 1 Ibid, p. 11, 12, 13. 109, 110. 
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CHAP. relfalute in her purpoſe, active in her enterpriſes, the 
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aſpired to nothing but victory; and was determined 
to endure any extremity, to undergo any dithculty, 
and to try every fortune, rather than abandon her 


cauſe, or yield the ſuperiority to her enemies. Elo. 


quent, inſinuating, affable; ſhe had already con. 
vinced all thoſe who approached her, of the inno- 
cence of her paſt conduct; and as ſhe declared her 
fixed purpoſe to require aid of her friends all over 
Europe, and even to have recourſe to infidels and 
barbarians, rather than fail of vengeance againſt her 
perſecutors, it was eaſy to foreſee the danger to 


- which her charms, her ſpirit, her addreſs, if allowed 


to operate with their full force, would expoſe them”, 


tence of cuarding her, had already, in effect, de- 


tained her priſoner, were determined to watch her 
with greater vigilance, As Carliſle, by its ſituation 
on the borders, aflorded her great opportunities of 


The court of England, therefore, who, under pre- 


_ contriving her eſcape? , they removed her to Bolton, 


a ſeat of lord Scrope s in Yorkihire: And the ie 
of the controverſy between her and the Scottiſh na 
tion was regarded as a ſubject more momentous t9 


_ Elizabeth's ſecurity and intereſts: nan i had hitherto 


been apprehended. 


gih Octob. 
Confer- 
ences at 
York and 
Hampton- 
court. 


THE commuthoners appointed by the Engi liſh 
court for the examination of this great cauſe were, 
the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Suffex, and ſir 
Ralph Sadler; and York was named as the place of 


conference. Leſley biſhop of Rots, the lords Her: 
Ties, Levingſtone, and Boyde, with three perſons 


more, appeared as commiſſioners from the yer 
of Scots. The earl of Murray, regent, the earl oi 
Morton, the bithop of Orkney, lord Lindeſe y, and 
the abbot of Dumferniling, were appointed com mil 
ſioners from the king and kingdom of Scotland. 
Secretary Lidington, George Buchanan, che famous 


2 Anderſan, vol. iv. P. 54. 71; 724 14+ 79. 92. 
pool 
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Ir was a great cir2umſtance ; in Flizabeth's glory, 
that ſhe was thus choſen umpire between the fac- 
tions of a neighbouring kingdom, which had, du- 


ling many centuries, entertained the moſt violent 
* jealouſy and animoſity againſt England; and her 


felicity was equally rare, in having the fortunes and 
fame of ſo dangerous a rival, who had long given 
her the greateſt inquietude, now entirely at her diſ- 
polal. Some circumſtances of her late conduct had 


diſcovered a bias towards the fide of Mary: Her | 


prevailing intereſts Jed her to favour the enemies of 
that princeſs : The profeſlions of impartiality, which 
ſhe had made, were open and frequent ; ; and ſhe had 
ſo far ſucceeded, that each ide accuſed her commiſ- 
fioners of partiality towards their adverſaries *. She 
herſelf appears, by the inſtructions given them, to 
have fixed no plan for their decifion ; but ſhe knew 
that the advantages which ſhe ſhould reap, muſt be 
great, whatever iſſue the cauſe might take. If Ma- 
ry's crimes could be aſcertained by undoubted proot, 
ſhe could for ever blaſt the reputation of that prin- 


ceſs, and might juſtiſiably detain her for ever a pri- 


ſoner in England: If the evidence fell ſnort of con- 
viction, it was intended to reſtore her to the throne, 


but with ſuch ſtrict limitations as would leave Eli— 
zabeth perpetual arbiter of all differences between 


the parties in Scotland, and render her in effect ab- 
ſolute miſtreſs of the kingdom * 

Mary's commiſſioners, before they gave in their 
complaints againſt her enemies in Scotland, entered 
a proteſt, that their appearance in the cauſe ſhould 


nowile affect the independence of her crown, or be 


conitrued as a mark of ſubordination to Enpland : 
The Engliſh commitlioners received this proteſt, 


n Anderſon, vol. iv. cart 2 2. p. 40. * Ibid. 14, 15, &c. 
Goodal, vol. I, Ps 119. | | | 5 » 
K. 5 ut 
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poet and hiſtorian, with ſome others, were named as CER 
their aſſiſtants. BE X 
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in Lochlevin; had placed her ſon, an infant, on her 
throne; had again taken arms againſt her after her 
deliverance from priſon ; had rejected all her pro- 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


but with a reſerve to the claim of England. The 
complaint of that princeſs was next read, and con- 
tained a detail of the injuries which the had ſullered 
ſince her marriage with Bothwel: That her ſubjects 
had taken arms againſt her, on pretence of freein 

her from captivity ; and when ſhe put herſelf into 
their hands, they had committed her to cloſe cuſtody 


polals for accommodation; had given battle to her 
troops; and had obliged her, tor the ſafety of her 
perſon, to take ſhelter in England b. 'The earl of 


Murray, in anſwer to this complaint, gave a ſum- 


mary and imperfect account of the late tranſactions: 
That the earl of Bothwel, the known murderer of 
the late king, had, a little after committing that 
crime, ſeized the perſon of the queen, and led her 


to Dunbar; that he acquired ſuch influence over 


her, as to gain her conſcnt to marry him, and he 


had accordingly procured a divorce from his former 


wife, and had pretended to celebrate his nuptials 


with the queen; that the ſcandal of this tranſaction, 


the diſbonour which it brought on the nation, the 
danger to which the infant prince was expoſed from 


the attempts of that audacious man, had obliged the 


nobility to take arms, and expole his criminal en- 


terpriſes; that after Mary, in order to ſave him, 


had thrown herſelf into their hands, ſhe till dil- 


covered ſuch a violent attachment to him that they 
found it neceflary, for their own and the pubbc 
ſafety, to confine her perſon, during a ſeaſon, till 


Bothwel and the other murderers ot her hutband 


could be tried and puniſhed for their crimes; and that, 


during this confinement, ſhe had voluntarily, with- 
ut compulſion or violence, merely from diſguſt at 


5 Hayuer p- 478. 


2 Anderſon, vol. iy. part 2. p. 52. Goodal, vol. ii. p. 128. 
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the inquietude and vexations attending power, re- 


| ſigned her crown to her only ſon, and had appointed 


the earl ol Murray regent during the minority“. 
The queen's anſwer to this apology was obvious: 


That ſhe did not know, and never could ſuſpect, 
that Bothwel, who had becn acquitted by a jury, 


and recommended to her by all the nobility for her 
huſband, was the murderer of the king; that ſhe 
ever was, and ſtill continues, deſirous that if he be 


ovilty he may be brought to condign puniſhment 


that her reſignation of the crown was extorted from 


her by the well grounded fears of her life, and even 


by direct menaces of violence; and that Throg- 
morton the Englilh axabaſador; as well as others 


L of her friends, had advifed her to ſign that paper, 


as the only means of ſaving herſelf from the laſt ex- 
remity, and had aſſured her that a conſent, given 


under theſe circumſtances, could never have any 

validity *. 

So far the queen of Scots emed plainly to have 
the advantage in the conteſt: And the Engliſh com- 


miſſioners might have been turpriſed that Murray 
had made fo weak a defence, and had luppreiled all 


the material imputations againſt that princeſs, on 


which his party had ever ſo {lrenuouſly inſiſted; had 
not ſome private conferences previoully informed 


them of the ſecret. Mary's commiſhoners had 


boaſted that Elizabeth, from regard to her kinſ- 
woman, and from her defire of raintaini ing the 
rights of ſovereigns, was determined, how criminal 
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ſoever the conduct of that princeſs might appear, to 


reltore her to the throne * ; and Murray, reflecting 
on ſome paſt meaſures of the Engliſh court, began 
\ to agrcherd that there were but too jult grounds 
| for theſe expectations. He believed that Mary, if 
be would agree to conceal the moſt violent Part. of 


4 Anderſon. vol. iv. part 2. p. 64. & ſeq. Goodall, vel. i p. 144. 
Anderſon, vol. iv. part 2. p. GO. & eq. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 162. 
Anderſon, vol. iv. part 2. b. 45» Goodall, vol. li. p. 127. 
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the accuſation againſt her, would ſubmit to any rea- 
ſonable terms of accommodation; but if he once 
proceeded fo far as to charge her with the whole of 
her guilt, no compoſition could afterwards take 
place ; and ſhould ſhe ever be reſtored, either by the 


power of Elizabeth, or the aſſiſtance of her other 


triends, he and his party muſt be expoled to her 


 fevere and implacable vengeance *. He reſolved, 


Secretary Lidington, who be 


therefore, not to venture raſhly on a meaſure which 


it would be impoſlible for him ever to recall; and 
he privately paid a viſit to Norfolk and the other 
Engliſh commiſſioners, confeſſed his ſeruples, laid 
before them the evidence of the queen's guilt, and 
deſired to have ſome ſecurity for Elizabeth's pro- 
tection, in caſe that evidence ſhould, upon examin. 
ation, appear entirely ſatisfactory. Norfolk was not 
ſecretly diſpleaſed with theſe ſcruples of the regent", 
He had ever been a partiſan of the queen of Scots: 
gan alſo to incline to 
that party, and was a man of ſingular addreſs and 
capacity, had engaged him to embrace farther views 
in her favour, and even to think of eſpouſing her; 
And though that Duke confeſſed ”, that the proofs 
againſt Mary ſeemed to be unqueſtionable, he en- 
couraged Murray in his preſent reſolution, not to 
produce them publicly in the conferences before the 


Engliſh commiſſioners x:. 


NozroLk, however, was obliged to cranſait 


to court the queries propoſed by the regent. Thele 


queries conſiſted of tour particulars. Whether the 


Engliſh commiſſioners had authority from their fove- 
reign to pronounce ſentence againſt Mary, in caſe her 


guilt ſhould be fully proved before them ? Whether 


they would promile to exerciſe that authority, and 


proceed to an actual ſentence ? Whether the 


t Anderſon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 47,48. Goodall vol. ii. p. 159 


u Crawford, p. 92. Melvil, p. {> 95. Haynes, p. 574- 
„ Anderſon, vol. iv. Part 2. p. 7 9 x Ibid, P- 37. 77. 


| 1925 Was vol. i. p. 76. 


| queen 


* ei Ad . 


queen of Scots, if ſhe were found guilty, ſhould be c 1 A P. 


delivered into the hands of the regent, or, at leaſt, 
be ſo ſecured in England, that ſhe never ſhould be 
able to diſturb the tranquillity of Scotland? and, 
Whether Elizabeth would allo, in that caſe, promiſe 
to acknowledge the young Kuß and protect the 
regent in his authority“? 

ELIZABETH, when theſe queries, with the other 
tranſactions, were laid before her, began to think 


that they pointed towards a conclufion more deciſive 


and more advantageous than ſhe had hitherto ex- 
pected. She determined, therefore, to bring the 


matter into full light; and under pretext that the 
diſtance from her perſon retarded the proceedings of 


her commiſſioners, ſhe ordered them to come to 
London, and there continue the conferences. On 


their appearance, ſhe immediately joined in com- 
miſſion with them ſome of the moſt conſiderable of 
her council; ſir Nicholas Bacon, lord keeper, the 


earls of Arundel and Leiceſter, lord Clinton, ad- 


miral, and fir William Cecil, ſecretary *. The 
queen of Scots, who knew nothing of theſe ſecret _ 


motives, and who expected that fear or decency 


would ſtill reſtrain Murray from proceeding to any 


violent accufation againſt her, expreſſed an entire 
ſatisfaction in this adjournment z and declared that 
the affair, being under the immediate inſpection of 
Elizabeth, was now in the hands where ſhe moſt 


| defired to reſt it. The conferences were accord 
ingly continued at Hampton-court ; and Mary's 

commiſſioners, as before, made no leruple to be 
preſent at them. 


THe queen, meanwhile, gave a latisfactory anſwer 


to all Murray's demands, and declared, that though 
the wiſhed and on from the preſent inquiry, t Wo 


Anderſon, vol. iv. Mint 2. p. 55. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 130. 
* Anderſon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 99. I bid. p. 95. 


e vol. ii. p. 1775 179. 
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be entirely convinced of Mary's innocence, yet if 
the event ſhould prove contrary, and that princeſs 
ſhould appear guilty of her huſband's murder, ſhe 
ſhould, for her own part, deem her ever after un- 
worthy of a throne*. The regent, encouraged by 
this declaration, opened more fully his charge againſt 
the queen of Scots, and, after expreſſing his re. 
luctance to proceed to that extremity, and proteſting | 
that nothing but the neceſſity of ſelt-defence, which 
muſt not be abandoned for any delicacy, could have 
engaged him in ſuch a meaſure, he proceeded to 
accuſe her in plain terms of Patte katzen and con- 
ſent in the aſſaſſination of the king ©. The earl of 
Lenox too appeared before the Enoliſh commiſſion- 
ers; and imploring vengeance for the murder of his 
ſon, accuſed Mary as an accomplice with Bethel! in 


| chews enormity *. 


WIEN this charge was ſo unexpectedly given in, 


and copies of it were tranſmi::2d to the biſhop of 
Roſs, lord Herries, and the other commiſſioners of 
Mary, they abſolutely refuſed to return an anſwer; 
and they grounded their filence on very extraordi- 
| nary reaſons: They had orders, they ſaid, from their 


miſtreſs, if any thing were advanced that might 


touch her honour, not to make any defence, as ſne 


was a ſovereign princels, and could not be ſubject 
to any tribunal ; and they required that ſhe ſhould 
previouſly be admitted to Elizabeth's preſence, to 
whom, and to whom alone, ſhe was determined to 
juſtify her innocence © They forgot that the con- 


| ferences were af. firſt begun, and were {till conti- 

nued, with no other view than to clear her from the 
5 accufnationt of her enemies; that Elizabeth had ever 
pretended to enter into them only as her friend, by 
her own conſent and approbation, not as aſſuming 


b Goodall, vol. ii. p- e Anderſon, vol. iv. part 2. 
P- 115. & leq. Goodall, 1 p- 206. 4Anderſon, 
vol. iv, part 2. p. 123. Goodall, vol. ii. p 208. Ander- 


fon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 125. & ſeq. Goodall, vol. ii. P. 184. 
211. 217 
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any. juriſdiction over her; that this princeſs had, oH Ar. 
from the beginning, refuſed to admit her to her pres. EDN 
ſence, till ſhe ſhould vindicate herſelf from the 1:68. 
crimes imputed to her; that ſhe had therefore dit- 
covered no new figns of partiality by her perſe- 
verance in that reſolution ; and that though ihe had 
granted an audience to the earl of Murray and his 
colleagues, ſhe had previouſly conferred the ſame 
honour on Mary's commiſſioners *; and her con- 
duct was ſo far entirely equal to both parties k. 
| As the commiſſioners of the queen of Scots re- 
| fuſed to give in any anſwer to Murray's charge, the 
| neceſſary conſequence ſeemed to be, that there could 
be no further proceedings in the conference. But 
though this ſilence might be interpreted as a pre- 
ſumption againſt her, it did not fully anſwer the 
| purpoſe of thoſe Engliſh miniſters who were ene- 
mies to that princeſs. They {till deſired to have in 
their hands the proofs of A guilt ; and, in order 
to draw them with decency from the regent, a ju- 
dicious artiſice was employed by Elizabeth. Murray 
was called before the Engliſh commiſhoners, and 
reproved by them, in the queen's name, for the 
| atrocious imputations which he had the temerit) 
do throw upon his fovereign : But though the earl 
of Murray, they added, and the other commiſſion- 
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ers, had fo far forgotten the duty of allegiance to 

, | their prince, the queen never would overlook what 
„dhe owed to her friend, her neighbour, and her kinf- 
„ woman; and ſhe therefore defired to know what 

. FF they could fay in their own juitification *. Murray, 


2 chus urged, made no difficulty in producing the 
= proofs of his charge againlt the queen of Scots; 
| i and, among the reſt, ſome love- letters and lonnets 
_ ol her s to Bothwel, written all 1 in 1 ner own hand, 


2 f Leſley” $ Negociaions\ in A aa, 1 iii. p. 25. Hayies, 
5 p. 487. s dee note [K] at the end of the volume. 
L > Anderſon, vol. iv. is th - Goodall, f. 2353 
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and two other papers, one written in her ow! 
hand, another ſubſcribed by her, and written by 


the earl of Huntley ; each of which contained a 


promiſe of marriage with Bothwel, made before 
the pretended trial and acquittal of that noble. 


man. 


ALL theſe important papers had been kept by 


Bothwel in a ſilver box or caſket, which had been 


given him by Mary, and which had belonged to 
her firſt huſband, Francis; and though the princeſs 
had enjoined him to burn the letters as foon as he 


had read them, he had thought proper carefully to 


preſerve them as pledges of her fidelity, and 
had committed them to the cuſtody of fr James 


| Balfour, deputy-governor of the caſtle of Edin- 
burgh. When that fortreſs was beſieged by the 
afſoctated lords, Bothwel ſent a ſervant to receive 


the caſket from the hands of the deputy-governor. 


Balfour delivered it to the meſſenger; but as he had 
at that time received ſome diſguſt from Bothwel, 
and was ſecretly negociating an agreement with the 

ruling party, he took care, by conveying private 
intelligence to the earl of Morton, to make the 

papers be incercepted by him. They contained in- 


conteſtible proofs of Mary” s criminal correſpond- 


ence with Bothwel, of her conſent to the king's 
murder, and of her concurrence in the violence 


which Bothwel pretended to commit upon her!. 
Murray fortified this evidence by ſome teſtimonies 
of correſponding facts“; and he added, ſome time 
after, the dying conteflion of one Hubert, or French 


Paris, as he was called, a ſervant ot Bothwel 83 
who had been executed for the ki ng's murder, 
and who directly charged the « queen with her being 


acceſſary to that criminal enterpriſe”, 


1. Anderſon, vol. ii. p. 1 ß. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 25 
* And erſon, vol. ii part 2. p. 165, Ke. Goodall, vol. ii. 


Pe 243 1 Anderſon, vol, ii. P. 192. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 70. 


Makx 8 


% » % I VS 


ELIZABETH, 


dient to ward this blow which they ſaw coming 
upon them, and againſt which, it appears, they were 


not provided with any proper defence. As ſoon as 
Murray opened his charge, they endeavoured to 


turn the conference from an inquiry into a nego- 


tiation 3 and though informed by the Engliſh com- 


miſſioners that nothing could be more diſhonourable 
for their miſtreſs than to enter into a treaty with 
ſuch undutiful ſubjects, before the had juſtified her- 
ſelf from thoſe enormous imputations which had been 


thrown upon her, they ſtill inſiſted that Elizabeth 


ſhould ſettle terms of accommodation between Mary 


and her enemies in Scotland ®, They maintained 


that, till their miſtreſs had given in her anſwer to 


Murray's charge, his proofs could neither be called 
for nor produced ": And finding that the Engliſh 


commiſſioners were ſtill determined to proceed in 


} the method which had been projected, they finally 
broke off the conferences, and never would make 


any reply. "Theſe papers, at leaſt tranſlations of 


them, have ſince been publiſhed. The objections 
made to their authenticity are, in general, of ſmall 
force: But were they ever ſo ſpecious, they cannot 


now be hearkened to; fince Mary, at the time 
when the truth could have been fully cleared, did, 
in effect, ratify the evidence againſt her, by 16 


coiling from the inquiry at the very critical moment, 
and refuſing to give an anſwer to the accuſation of 
her enemies“. 


Bor Elizabeth, though ſhe had ſeen enough for 


her own ſatisfaction, was determined rhat the moſt 


eminent perſons of her court ſhould allo be ac- 
quainted with theſe tranſactions, and ſhould be con- 


vinced of the equity of her proceedings. She or- 
dered her privy- council to be alfembled; 3 and, that 


n Anders: vol. iv. part 2. p. 135. 139. Goodall, vol. ii. 
P. 224. n Anderſon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 139. 145. Goodall, 
vol. ii. p. 228. © Sce note CLI at the end of the volume. 
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c H A Þ. ſhe might render the matter more ſolemn and au- 
thentic, ſhe ſummoned, along with them, the earl; 
of Northumberland, Weſtmoreland, Shrewſbury, 
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Worceſter, Huntingdon, and Warwic. All the 
proceedings of the Engliſh commiſſioners were 


read to them: The evidences produced by Murray 


were peruſed : A great number of letters written 


by Mary to Elizabeth were laid before them, and 


the hand-writng compared with that of the letters 


delivered in by the regent : The refuſal of the queen 
of Scots commiſſioners to make any reply, was 


related: And on the whole, Elizabeth told them, 


that as ſhe had from the firſt thought it improper 


that Mary, after ſuch horrid crimes were imputed 
to her, ſhould be admitted to her preſence before 
ſhe had, in ſome meaſure, juſtified herſelf from the 


charge; fo now, when her guilt was confirmed by 
ſo many evidences, and all anſwer refuſed, ſhe mult, 
for her part, perſevere more ſteadily 1 in that re- 
ſolution “. Elizabeth next called in the queen of 
Scots' commiſſioners, and, after obſerving that ſhe 


deemed it much more decent for their miſtreſs to 


continue the conferences, than to require the li- 


berty of juſtifying herſelf in perſon, ſhe told them, 
that Mary might either ſend her reply by a perſon 
whom the truſted, or deliver it herſelf to ſome 


Englith noblen whom Elizabeth ſhould appoint 
to wait upon her: But as to her reſolution of making 


no reply at all, ſhe mult regard it as the ſtrongeſt con- 


feſſion of guilt; ; nor could they ever be deemed her 


friends who adviſed her to that method of proceed - 


ing. Theſe topics ſhe enforced {till more ſtrongly 


in a letter which ſhe wrote to Mary herſelf *. 
THE queen of Scots had no other ſubterfuge from 


theſe prefling remonſtrances, than {till to demand 
a perſonal interview with Elizabeth: A conceſſion 


P e vol. iv. part 2. p. 170, Kc. Goodall, . 


p- 254 2 Anderſon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 179, Dealt... 
vol. ii. p. 268. * Anderſon, vol, iv. part 2. p 9 Good. 


all, vol. ii. p. 269. 
8 | which 


2 „ toad as. 
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which, ſhe was ſenſible, would never be grantedꝰ; 


becauſe Elizabeth knew that this expedient could 


decide nothing; becauſe it brought matters to ex- 
” tremity, which that princeſs deſired to avoid; and 
| becauſe it had been refuſed from the beginning, even 
before the commencement of the conferences. In 
order to keep herſelf better in countenance, Mary 
thought of another device. Though the conferences 
were broken off, ſhe ordered her commiſſioners to 
- accuſe the earl of Murray and his aſſociates as the 
murderers of the king* : But this accuſation, comin 

ſo late, being extorted merely by a complaint of Mur- 
| ray's, and being unſupported by any proof, could 
only be regarded as an angry recrimination upon her 
E enemy *. She alſo deſired to have copies of the pa- 
| pers given in by the regent ; but as ſhe (till perſiſted 
in her reſolution to make no reply before the Engliſh 
1 commiſſioners, this demand was finally refuſed her“. 


As Mary had thus put an end to the conferences, 


the regent expreſſed great impatience to return into 
Scotland; and he complained, that his enemies had 
taken advantage of his abſence, and had thrown the 
| whole government into confuſion. Elizabeth there- 
fore diſmiſſed him; and granted him a loan of five 

| thouſand pounds to bear the charges of his journey“. 

During the conferences at York, the duke of Cha- 
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telrault arrived at London, in paſſing from France; 


and as the queen knew that he was engaged in Mary's 

party, and had very plauſible pretenſions to the re- 
geney of the king of Scots, ſhe thought proper to 
| detain him till after Murray's departure. But not- 
| withſtanding theſe marks of favour, and ſome other 
| aſiftance which ſhe ſecretly gavethisIauer nobleman”, 


: Cabala, p. 157. 1 F Goodall vol. ii. p. 280. 


u See note DM] at the end of the volume. Y Goodall, vol. ii. 


p. 253. 283. 289. 310, 311. Haynes, vol. i. p. 492. See note 


| | N. at the end of the volume. * Rymer. tom. xv. p. 677. 
IMS. in the Advocates' e A. 3 29. P- 128, 129. 2 
from Cott. Lib Cal. e. 1 
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ec na P. ſhe ſtill declined acknowledging the young king, or 
CEE; treating with Murray as regent of Scotland. 


1568, 


OxDtrs were given for removing the queen of 
Scots from Bolton, a place ſurrounded with catholics, 
to Tutbury in the county of Stafford, where ſhe was 
put under the cuſtody of the earl of Shrewibury. 
Elizabeth entertained hopes that this princeſs, dil. 
couraged by her misfortunes, and confounded by the 


late tranſactions, would be glad to ſecure a ſafe re. 


treat from all the tempeſts with which ſhe had been 
agitated; and ſhe Pan to bury every thing in 
oblivion, provided Mary would agree, either volun— 
tarily to reſign her crown, or to aſſociate her ſon with 


her in the government; and the adminiſtration to 


remain, Curing his minority, in the hands of the ear] 
of Murray *. But that high-ſpirited princels refuſcd 
all treaty upon ſuch terms, and declared that her lait 
words ſhould be thoſe of a queen of Scotland. Be. 
fides many other reaſons, ſhe ſaid, which fixed her 
in that reſolution, the knew, that if, in the preſent 


emergence, ſhe made ſuch concelions; her ſubmul- 


fion would be univerſally deemed an acknowleds- 
ment of guilt, and would ratity all the calumnies ot 


Her enemies“. 


Maxy {till inſiſted upon this ahi; either 


that Elizabeth ſhould affiſt her in recovering het 
authority, or ſhould give her liberty to retire into 


France, and make trial of the friendfhip of other 


' princes: And, as the aſſerted that ſhe had come vo- 
luntarily into England, invited by many former pro- 
feſſions of amity, ſhe thought that one or other of 


theſe requeſts could not, without the molt extreme 
injuſtice, be refuſed her. But Elizabeth, ſenſible of 


the danger which attended both theſe propoals, was 
ſecretly reſolved to detain her ſtill a captive ; ang as 


her retreat into England had been lutle voluntary, 
her claim upon thequeen's generoſity appeared much 
els urgent than ſhe was willing to pretend. Neceſlity, 


I Goodul, vol. ii. p. 298. » Ibid. p. 301. 
EY 


42 
Pl 


=. 
+ 
* 

3 

be. 


1 ELI Z ARE T H. ts 


it was thought, would, to the prudent, juſtify her © A P. 
detention: Her paſt miſconduct would apologize for — 
it to the equitable : And though it was foreſeen, that 1568. 
compaſſion for Mary's ſituation, joined to her in- 
rrigues and infinuating behaviour, would, while ſhe 
remained in England, excite the zeal of her friends, 
| eſpecially of the catholics, theſe inconveniencies were 
© deemed much inferior to thoſe which attended any 
other expedient. Elizabeth truſted alſo to her own 
F addreſs for eluding all theſe difficulties : She pur- 
| poſed to avoid breaking abſolutely with the queen of 
Scots, to keep her always in hopes of an accommo- 
dation, to negotiate perpetually with her, and ſtill to 
| throw the blame of not coming to any concluſion, 
; IF <ither on unforeſeen accidents, or on the obſtinacy 
„ad perverſeneſs of others 
Wr come now to mention ſome Engliſh affairs 


e 


I vhich we left behind us, that we might not interrupt 
or narrative of the events in Scotland, which form 
. O material a part of the preſent reign. The term 
| I fixed by the treaty of Cateau-Cambreſis for the re- 
- W fitution of Calais expired in 1567 3 and Elizabeth, 
IF after making her demand at the gates of that city, 
: | lent fir Thomas Smith to Paris; and that miniſter, 
in conjunction with fir Henry Norris, her refident 
, ambaſſador, enforced her pretenſions. Conferences 
„ Vere held on that head, without coming to any con- 
„ cufion ſatisfactory to the Engliſh. The chancellor, 


| De PHoſpital, told the Engliſh ambaſſadors, that 
f | though France, by an article of the treaty, was 
| obliged to reſtore Calais on the expiration of eight 


i | years, there was another article of the ſame treaty, 
| which now deprived Elizabethof any right that could 
. 'E OT 
3 | *<crue to her by that engagement: That it was 
„reed, if the Engliſh ſhould, during the interval, 
th commit hoſtilities upon France, they ſhould inſtantly 
1. forfeit all claim to Calais; and the taking poſſeſſion 


of Havre and Dieppe, with whatever pretences that 
| Meaſure might be covered, was a plain violation of 
— 1 the 
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places were not entered by force, but put into Eli. 
zabeth's hands by the governors, thele governors 
were rebels; and a correſpondence with ſuch trai- 


tors was the moſt flagrant injury that could be com- 


mitted on any ſovereign : That in the treaty which 
enſued upon the expulſion of the Engliſh from 
Normandy, the French miniſters had abſolutely re- 
fuſed to make any mention of Calais, and had 
thereby declared their intention to take advantage 
of the title which had accrued to the crown of 


France: And that though a general clauſe had been 
Inſerted, implying a reſervation of all claims, this 
conceſſion could not avail the Engliſh, who at. that 


time poſſeſſed no juſt claim to Calais, and had pre- 
viouſly forfeited all right to that fortreſs *. The 
queen was nowiſe ſurpriſed at hearing theſe allega- 
tions; and as {he knew that the French court in- 
tended not from the firſt to make reſtitution, much 
Teſs after they could juſtify their refuſal by ſuch 
plauſible reaſons, ſhe thought it better for the pre · 
ſent to acquieſce in the loſs, than to purſue a doubt. 


ful title by a war both Ae and expenſive, as 


well as unſeaſonable *, 
ELIZABETH entered anew into negotiations for 
eſpouſing the archduke Charles; and ſhe ſeems, at 


this time, to have had no great motive of policy, 
which might induce her to make this fallacious 
offer: But as ſhe was very rigorous in the terms in- 
fiſted on, and would not agree that the archduke, 
if he eſpouſed her, ſhould « enjoy any power or title 


in England, and even refuſed him the exerciſe of 
his religion, the treaty came to nothing ; and thai 


prince, deſpairing of ſucceſs in his addreſſes, mar- 


ried the daughter of Albert duke of Bavaria“. 5 


d Haynes, p. 585, Fanden p. 46. Ibid, 407, 408. 
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| Clarafter of the puritans= — Duke of Norfolk”s con. 
ſpiracy —— Inſurrection in the North — — Aſo 28 
nation of the earl of M ur rah. - A porliament —— 
Civil Wars of France- fairs of the Loꝛo Coun- 
tries New conſpiracy of the duke of Nor folk 
w=—T rial of Norfolk His execution —— Scotch 
 afairs—— French affairs——M aſjacre of Paris 
French 3 —— Civil Wars w the Low 
. ountrics= — 4 phos 


b F VF all the European charches which ſhook of CHAP. 
A Z the yoke of papal authority, no one proceeded _Xt- _ 
* wich ſo much reaſon and moderation as the church 1568. 
of England; an advantage which had been derived _,_... 
1 partly from the interpoſition of the civil magiſtrate the pu- 
tin this innovation, partly from the gradual and flow rns. 
at ſteps by which the reformation was conducted in that 
'» WF kingdom. Rage and animoſity againſt the catholic 
religion was as little indulged as could be ſuppoſed 
nin ſuch a revolution: The fabric of the ſecular hier- 
& Tarchy was maintained entire: The ancient liturgy 
le W was preſerved, ſo far as was thought conſiſtent with 
the new principles: Many ceremonies, become ve- 
| ncrable from age and preceding uſe, were retained : 
he ſplendour *of the Romiſh worſhip, though re- 
moved, had at leaſt given place to order and de- 
cency: The diſtinctive habits of the clergy, ac- 
cording to their different ranks, were continued : 
No innovation was admitted, merely trom ſpite 
1. and 


4 
1 
1 
1 
7 
** 
* 
1 
n 
1 
1 
$3,088 
C od 
135 
1 ) 
1 
1 * y 
o ** 
N -£ 
4 = 
| * 
1 
3-3 
1 
1 
1 
444 
Pm x 
I. > 
" 4% 
"=: 
K Fs 
4 
A 2 
1. 
"I. 2 
x +4 
+ 4 
"7 mY 
j 1. . 
, : 
Wo! 
61438, 
4730 
F1 11 
T7 
1 
4 
1 
Ex." 438 
2 
„ 
WY 
. $3 > 
43 * 
8 
+ « 
- 14 
1 
4 
7 
1 
4 1 
©. 6M 
: lt 
a, 
q {%* 
Tx" 
N 4 * 
4 9% 
15 
WF 
IEF 
'< 3 * 
: 5 *. 
7 
1 
1 
” x 
* 1 
17 JF 
* 1 £ 5 
177 
0 
FP + | 
24 * 
re 
. 4 
2 . 
* 
"ol 
F 4% 
N $ 2 
r 
4 
144 
. * 
oF) 
1 
1. 
« *% 
7 2 
A N 
* 
13 
pz 
. * 
* = 
8 
» 
3 24 
£2 
4} 
Se 
.F: 44 
% 2 
; £ 
. "2 
% 22 
MH 
4.5, 
$3 
a f 6 
i 
wy” „ 
, 
* 0 
v3 
be 8 yg 
7 
x 
25 . 
1 A ; 
1 
1 . . 
8 
438 18 
a 
D * * 
N 
A 
* 2 
Ws 10 
FEY 
TY. 
_—_— CO 
1 li 
1 A, 
1 * 
$$. 2 
\ 'T 1 
# 4. 24 
1 
A 
' F FT 
#5 89 
BE 
1.5% 
14 
3 
+ 38 
q Its 
$6.59 
«9075 
7 
1 
RY - . 
e 
> £3 
"4 8 
-t 
N * 
7 * © wo 
2 
"$6 7 
"2 
- 94 ; 
$$... 
1 
$373k 
„ 
1 
1 
1 1 
4 +29 
1 
"6X8 
BEES: 
x A * 
WE. 
3 
uf a”. a 
8 
93 * 
_ - 
* TT 
- FEE 
"x 
>; ; 
+ 1 
158 1 
1 * 
1 
1 
« 2 
1 
3 4: 
> 
333 
£ 4 
13 
Wo} 
& 4 9 7 
5 
4 
1 
KS 
= 
_ 
: oc 
g * 
„ 
* 1 
3 
* by 
I 
1: 48 
5 8 
0 8-0-9 
4 
. 17 4 
Le. 
. FA ** 
I. 
5 1 
0 
75 


i 


P 


— — 


CE 
8 r 2 


150 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


ES AP. and oppoſition to former uſage : And the new re. 
— gion, by mitigating the genius of the ancient ſuper. 


1568, 


ſtition, and rendering it more compatible with the 
peace and intereſts of ſociety, had preſerved itſelf in 
that happy medium which wiſe men have always 
fought, and which the people have ſo ſeldom been 
able to maintain. 

Bur though ſuch, in general, was the ſpirit of the 


reformation in that country, many of the Engliſh 
_ reformers, being men of more warm complexion; 
and more obſtinate tempers, endeavoured to puſh 
matters to extremities againſt the church of Rome, 
and indulged themſelves in the moſt violent contra. 


riety and antipathy to all former practices. Among 
theſe, Hooper, who afterwards ſuffered for his re. 
ligion with ſuch extraordinary conſtancy, was chiefly 
diſtinguiſhed. 'This man was appointed, during the 
reign of Edward, to the ſee of Gloceſter, and made 
no ſcruple of accepting the epiſcopal office ; but he 


refuſed to be conſecrated in the epiſcopal habit, the 


cymarre and rochette, which had formerly, he 


ſaid, been abuſed by ſuperſtition, and which were 


thereby rendered unbecoming a true chriſtian. Cran- 


mer and Ridley were ſurpriſed at this objection, which 


oppoſed the received practice, and even the eſta- 
bliſhed laws; and though young Edward, deſirous ot 


promoting a man fo celebrated for his eloquence, his 


zeal, and his morals, enjoined them to diſpenſe with 
this ceremony, they were ſtill determined to retain 


it. Hooper then embraced the reſolution, rather to 


refuſe the biſhopric, than clothe himſelf in thoſe hated 
garments ; but it was deemed requiſite, that, for the 


lake of the example, he ſhould not eſcape ſo eaſily. 

He was firſt confined to Cranmer's houſe, then thrown 
| into priſon till he ſhould conſent to be a biſhop on 
the terms propoſed: He was plied with conferences, 


and reprimands, and arguments : Bucer and Peter 


e 9 and the mois celebrated foreign reformers, 
8 | | Fes 


r r 


ELIZABETH: 


151 


were conſulted on this important queſtion : Anda CHAP. 


compromiſe, with great difficulty, was at laſt made, 


that Hooper ſhould not be obliged to wear com- 


monly the obnoxious robes, but ſhould agree to be 


XL, 
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conſecrated in them, and to uſe them during cathe- 


dral ſervice*; a condeſcenſion not a little extra- 


ordinary in a man of fo inflexible a {pirit as this 


reformer. 


Taz ſame objedtion which had ariſen with regard 


to the epiſcopal habit, had been moved againſt the 
raiment of the inferior clergy 3 and the ſurplice, in 
particular, with the tippet and corner cap, was a great 
object of abhorrence to many of the popular zealots'. 


In vain it was urged that particular habits, as well as 


poſtures and ceremonies, having been conſtantly 


uſed by the clergy, and employed in religious ſer- 


vice, acquire a veneration in the eyes of the people, 


1 appear facred in their apprehenſions, excite their de- 


votion, and contract a kind of myſterious virtue, 


this effect, an uniformity in theſe particulars is re- 
quiſite, and even a perſeverance, as far as poflible, 


| in the former praCtice: And that the nation would 


be happy, if, by retaining theſe inoffenſive ob- 
ſervances, the reformers could engage the people to 


| renounce willingly what was abſurd or pernicious in 
| the ancient ſuperſtition. Theſe arguments, which 


nad influence with wiſe men, were the very reaſons 


which engaged the violent proteſtants to reject the 


habits. They puſhed matters to a total oppoſition 
with the church of Rome: Every compliance, they 


| laid, was a ſymbolifing with Antichriſt'. And this 
ſpirit was carried ſo far by ſome reformers, that, in a 


national remonſtrance made afterwards by the church 


* Burnet, vol. ii. p. 1 52. Heylin p · 98. F Strype vol. i. 
b. 46. 15 p. 416. ; 3 
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Which attaches the affections of men to the national 
and eſtabliſhed worſhip: That in order to produce 


of Scotland againſt theſe habits, it was aſked, © What 
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CH 1 p. ce has Chriſt Jeſus to do with Belial? What has 


* darkneſs to do with light? If ſurplices, corner 
„caps, and tippets have been badges of idolaters 
ce in the very act of their idolatry; why ſhould the 
4 preacher of Chriſtian liberty, and the open re- 
“ buker of all ſuperſtition, partake with the dregs 
* of the Romiſh beaſt? Yea, who is there that 
* ought not rather to be afraid of taking in his hand, 
or on his forehead, the print and mark of that 
« odious beaſt” ?” But this application was rejected 
by the Engliſh church. 
THERE was only one inſtance in which the ſpirit 
of contradiction to the Romaniſts took place uni. 
verſally in England: The altar was removed from 


the wall, was placed i in the middle of the church, 


and was thenceforth denominated the communion. 

table. The reaſon why this innovation met with 

ſuch general reception was, that the nobility and 

gentry got thereby a pretence for making ſpoil of 

the plate, veſtures, and rich ornaments which be- 
longed to the altars s. 

THESE diſputes, which had been ſtarted during 
the reign of Edward, were carried abroad by the 
proteſtants, who fled from the perſecutions of Mary; 
and as the zeal of theſe men had received an increaſe 
from the furious cruelty of their enemies, they were 
generally inclined to carry their oppoſition to the 
utmoſt extremity againſt the practices of the church 
of Rome. Their communication with Calvin and 
the other reformers, who followed the diſcipline and 
worſhip of Geneva, confirmed them in this obſtinate 
Res; ; and though ſome of the retugees, par- 
ticularly thoſe who were eſtabliſhed at Frankfort, 
ſtill adhered to king Edward's liturgy, t the prevail- 
ing ſpirit carried theſe confeſſors to ſeek a ſtill farther 
retormation. On the acceſſion of Elizabeth, they 

f Keith, p. 565, Knox, p. 402. 
8 Heylin, Preface, P. 3- litt. p. 106. 
5 kreturnes 


ELIZABETH. 


returned to their native country; and being regarded c H 4 P, 


with general veneration, on account of their zeal and 
paſt ſufferings, they ventured to inſiſt on the eſta- 
bliſhment of their projected model; nor did they 
want countenance from many conſid erable perſons in 
the queen's council. But the princeſs herſelf, ſo far 
from being willing to deſpoil religion of the few or- 
naments and ceremonies which remained in it, was 


| rather inclined to bring the public worſhip ſtill nearer 


to the Romiſh ritual“; and ſhe thought that the 


| reformation had already gone too far in ſhaking off 


theſe forms and obſervances, which, without diſtract- 


ing men of more refined apprehenſions, tend, in a 


very innocent manner, to allure, and amuſe, and 
engage the vulgar. She took care to have a law for 
uniformity ſtrictly enacted : She was empowered by 
the parliament to add any new ceremonies which 
ihe thought proper; and though ſhe was ſparing in 
the exerciſe of this prerogative, ſhe continued rigid 


in exacting an obſervance of the eſtabliſhed Jaws, 


and in puniſhing all nonconformity. The zealots, 


therefore, who harboured a great antipathy to the 


epiſcopal order, and to the whole liturgy, were 


obliged, in a great meaſure, to conceal theſe ſenti- 


ments, which would have been regarded as highly 
audacious and criminal ; and they confined their 


oven objections to the ſurplice, the confirmation 


Þ When Nowel, one of her chaplains, had ſpoken 775 reverently, in a 


3 ſermon preached befure her, of the fign of the croſs, he call:d aloud to 


him ſrom her cloſet window, commanding him to retire from that un- 


godly digreſſion, and to return unto his text, And on the other fide, when 
one of her divines had preached a ſermon in defence of the real preſence, 


fre openly gave him thanks for his pains and piety. — Hey lin, p. 124. 
She abſolutely would have forbidden the marriage of the cler- 
gy, if Cecil had not interpoſed, Stry pe's Life of Parker, p. 107, 


| 108, 109. She was an enemy to fermons, and uſually ſaid, that 
- the thought, two or three preachers were ſufficient for a whole 


county, It was probably tor theſe reaſons that one Doring told 
her to her face from the pulpit, that the was like an untamed 

heifer, that would not be ruled by God's people, but obſtructed 
ais diſcipline. See life of Hooker, preſixcd to his works, 
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of children, the ſign of the croſs in baptiſm, the 
ring in marriage, kneeling at the ſacrament, and 
bowing at the name of Jeſus. 50 fruitleſs is it 
for ſovereigns to watch with a rigid care over ortho- 
doxy, and to employ the ſword in religious contro. 
verſy, that the work, perpetually renewed, is perpe- 


tually to begin; and a garb, a geſture, nay a me- 


taphyſical or grammatical diſtinction, when rendered 
important by the diſputes of theologians, and the 
zeal of the magiſtrate, is ſufficient to deſtroy the 
unity of the church, and even the peace of ſociety, 
"Theſe controverſies had already excited ſuch fer. 
ment among the people, that in ſome places they 
refuſed to frequent the churches where the habits 
and ceremonies were uſed ; would not ſalute the 
contorming clergy ; and proceeded ſo far as to re. 
vile them in the ſtreets, to ſpit in their faces, and to 


uſe them with all manner of contumely '. And 


while the ſovereign authority checked thele exceſſes, 
the flame was confined, not extinguiſhed; and burn- 


ing fiercer from confinement, it burſt out in the 


iucceeding reigns to the deſtruction Of the church | 


and monar chy. 


Al. I. enthuſiaſts indulging themſelves in rap- 


turous flights, ecſtaſies, viſions, inſpirations, have a 


natural averſion to epiſcopal authority, to ceremo- 


nies, rites, and forms, which they denominate ſu- 


perſtition, or beggarly elements, and which ſeem to 
reſtrain the liberal effuſions of their zeal and devo- 
tion: But there was another ſet of opinions adopted 
by theſe innovators, which rendered them in a pe- 
culiar manner the object of Elizabeth's averſion. 
The ſame bold and e er ſpirit, which accom- 


panied them in their addreſſes to the divinity, ap- 


peared in their political ſpeculations ; and the prin- 


ciples of civil liberty, which, during ſome reigns, had 


1 8trype's Life of Whitgift, p. 460. . 
been 


e 


non. 

HK Tur duke of bal « was the pp peer that 
enjoyed the higheſt title of nobility; and as there 
| wereat preſent no princes of the blood, the ſplendour 
| of his family, the opulence of his fortune. and the 
extent of his influence, had rendered him without 
compariſon the firſt ſubje& in England. The qua- 


ELIZABETH, 


been little avowed in the nation, and which were 
totally incompatible with the preſent exorbitant 


prerogative, had been ſtrongly adopted by this new 


ſea. Scarcely any ſovereign before Elizabeth, and 
none after her, carried higher, both in ſpeculation 
and practice, the authority of the crown; and the 


puritans (lo theſe ſectaries were called, on account 
of their pretending to a ſuperior purity of worſhip 
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and diſcipline) could not recommend themſelves 


worſe to her favour, than by inculcating the doc- 


trine of reſiſting or reſtraining princes. From all 
| theſe motives, the queen neglected no opportunity 
of depreſſing thoſe zealous innovators ; and while 


they were ſecretly countenanced by ſome of her moſt | 


favoured miniſters, Cecil, Leiceſter, Knolles, Bed- 


ford, W alſingham, ſhe never was, to the end of her 


hte, reconciled to their principles-and practices. 
Wx have thought proper to inſert in this place 


| an account of the riſe and genius of the puritans ; 


becauſe Camden marks the preſent year, as the pe- 


| riod when they began to make themſelves conſider- 


able in England.. We now return to our narra- 


lities of his mind correſponded to his high ſtation : 


1569 
Duke of 
Norfolk's 


conſpiracy. 


| Beneficent, affable, generous, he had acquired the 
affections of the people; prudent, moderate, ob- 


ſequious, he poſſeſſed, without giving her any 


| jealouſy, the good graces of his ſovereign. His 
| grandfather and father had long been regarded as the 


leaders of the catholics ; and this hereditary attach- 


ment, joined to the alliance of blood, had procured 
4 dim the friendſhip of the moſt conſiderable men of 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
that party: But as he had been educated among 


the reformers, he was ſincerely devoted to their prin. 


ciples, and maintained that ſtrict decorum and re. 
gularity of life, by which the proteſtants were at 
that time diſtinguiſhed 3 he thereby enjoyed the rare 
felicity of being popular even with the moſt op. 
poſite factions. The height of his proſperity alone 
was the ſource of his misfortunes, and engaged 
him in attempts, from which his virtue and pru- 
dence would naturally have for ever Kept him at 
8 diſtance. 
NokroLk was at this time a widower ; and be. 
ing of a ſuitable age, his marriage with the queen 
of Scots had appeared ſo natural, that it had oc- 
curred to ſeveral of his friends and thoſe of that 
princeſs : But the firſt perſon, who, after ſecretary 
Lidington, opened the ſcheme to the duke, is ſaid 
to have been the earl of Murray, before his de- 
parture for Scotland ©, That nobleman ſet before 
Norfolk both the advantage of compoſing the dil. 
ſenſions in Scotland by an alliance, which would 
be fo generally acceptable, and the proſpect of 
_ reaping the ſucceſſion of England; and in order to 
bind Norfolk's intereſt the faſter with Mary's, he 
| propoſed that the duke's daughter ſhould alſo 
_ eſpouſe the young king of Scotland: The previ- 
_ ouſly obtaining of Elizabeth's conſent was regarded, 
both by Murray and Norfolk, as a circumſtance 
eſſential to the ſucceſs of their project; and all terms 
being adjuſted between them, Murray took care, 
by means of fir Robert Melvil, to have the deſign 
communicated to the queen of Scots. This prin- 
ceſs replied, that the vexations which ſhe had met 
with in her two laſt marriages, had made her more 
inclined to lead a ſingle lite; but ſhe was deter- 
mined to Jacrifice ber OWN inclinations to the public 
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welfare 


5 Os W * * n 8 1 a n * * 
8 * 4 * 7 WF * r 2 A 8 4 9 9 : „* . en Ie <2 EFSY a 4 4 DOR OR ” n . K : . - 
- co So 4 SY 0 O wo N * * * ** ” N L 2 9 RY S * * i OI 8 _ ö A m" ** * b N i * % 2 f 1 I a 4.4 © II. 
N ; F x 1 : " : Ly 7 : 9 a „ r Wa NE POR 0 9 G 3 . W 1 c F 4 
. : F ; q ; g < 0 1 
Ly 7 | ang « © * * a he. hos ef 


m- 
let 
re 


lic 


E LIZ AB ET H. 


welfare: And therefore, as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be e a p. 


legally divorced from Bothwel, ſhe would be deter- 


| mined by the opinion of her nobility and people in 
the choice of another huſband. 


IT is probable that Murray was not ſincere in 


| this propoſal. He had two motives to engage him 
| to diſimulation. He knew the danger which he 
| muſt run in his return through the North of Eng- 
land, from the power of the earls of Northumber- 
land and Weſtmoreland, Mary's partiſans in that 
country; and he dreaded an inſurrection in Scot- 
land from the duke of Chatelrault, and the earls of 
| Argyle and Huntley, whom ſhe had appointed her 
| lieutenants during her ablence. By theſe feigned 
| appearances of friendſhip, he both engaged Norfolk 
to write in his favour to the northern noblemen® ; 
and he perſuaded the queen of Scots to give her 
| lieutenants permiſſion, and even advice, to conclude. 
| a ceſſation of hoſtilities with the regent's party *. 
| THe duke of Norfolk, though he had agreed 
| that Elizabeth's conſent ſhouid be previouſly ob- 
| tained before the completion of his marriage, had 
realon to apprehend that he never ſhould prevail 
with her voluntarily to make that conceſſion. He 
| knew her perpetual and unrelenting jealouſy againſt 
| her heir and rival; he was acquainted with her for- 
mer reluctance to all propoſals of marriage with the 
queen of Scots; he foreſaw that this princeſs's 
elpouſing a perſon of his power and character and 
Intereſt, would give the greateſt umbrage; and as 
it would then become neceſſary to reinitate her in 

| poſſeſſion of her throne on ſome tolerable terms, 
and even to endeavour the re-eſtabliſhing of her 
character, he dreaded leſt Elizabeth, whoſe politics 
had now taken a different turn, would never agree | 
to ſuch indulgent and generous conditions. He 
| therefore attempted previouſly to gain the conſent | 


| Leſley, p. 40, 41; V State Trials, p. 76. 78. 
and 
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H f. and approbation of ſeveral of the moſt conſiderable 


XI. 


123659. 


nobility; and he was ſucceſsful with the earls of 


Pembroke, Arundel, Derby, Bedford, Shrewſbury, 
Southampton, Northumberland, Weſtmoreland, 


Suſſex . Lord Lumley and Sir Nicholas Throg. 


morton cordially embraced the propoſal: Even the 

earl of Leiceſter, Elizabeth's declared favourite, 
who had formerly entertained ſome views of efpoul- 
ing Mary, willingly reſigned all his pretenſions, and 
ſeemed to enter zealouſly into Norfolk's intereſts? 


There were other motives, beſides affection to the 
duke, which produced this general combination of 
the nobility. 
S1R William Cecil, ſecretary of ſtate; was the 
moſt vigilant, active, and prudent miniſter ever 
known in England; and as he was governed by 
no views but the intereſts of his ſovereign, which he 
had inflexibly purſued, his authority over her be. 
came every day more predominant. Ever cool him. 
felf, and uninfluenced by prejudice or affection, he 


checked thoſe fallies of paſſion, and ſometimes oi 


caprice, to which ſhe was ſubject; and if he failed 


of perſuading her in the firſt movement, his perſe- 


verance, and remonſtrances, and arguments, were 
ure at laſt to recommend themſelves to her ſound 
diſcernment. The more credit he gained with his 
miſtreſs, the more was he expoled to the envy of 
| hex other counſellors ; and as he had been ſuppoſed 
to adopt the intereſts of the houſe of Suffolk, whoſe 


claim feemed to carry with it no danger to the pre. 


ſent eſtabliſhment, his enemies, in oppoſition to him, 


oy Harden p. 5353+ 


were naturally led to attach themſelves to the queen 
of Scots. Elizabeth ſaw, without uneaſineſs, this 
emulation among her courtiers, which ſerved to 


augment her own authority: And though the ſup- 


ported Cecil, whenever matters came to extremities, 


and diſipated e conſpiracy againſt him, pure 


© Leſley, p. 55. Camden, p. 419, Spotſwood, p. 230. 
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E cularly one laid about this time for having him CH A p. 


thrown into the Tower on ſome pretence or 
other“, ſhe never gave him ſuch unlimited confi- 
dence as might enable him emtirely to cruſt his 
R adverſaries. 


 NoRFOLK, ſenſible of the difficulty hich he 


muſt meet wich in controlling Cecil's counſels, 


I eſpecially where they concurred with the inclination 
as well as interelt of the queen, durſt not Open to 
her his intentions of marrying the queen of Scots 

but proceeded {till in the fame courle, of Mees 
his intereſt in the kingdom, and engaging more of 
the nobility to take part in his meaſures. A letter 
was written to Mlary oy Leiceſter, and ſigned by 


leveral of the firlt rank, recommending N rtolk 


for her huſband, and ſtipulating conditions for the 


Wis. ntage of both kingdoms ; particularly, that ſhe 


ſhould give ſufficient ſurety to Elizabeth, and the 
| heirs of lier body, for the free enjoyment of the 


crown of England; that a perpetual league, offenſive 


and defentive e. ſhould be made between their realms 


| and ſubjects; that the proteſtant a ee ſhould be 
eltabliſhed by law in Scotland; and that ſhe thould 


grant amneſty to her rebels in that kingdom“. 

| When Mary returned a favourable anfwer to this 
| application, | Norfolk employed himſelf with new 
ardour in the execution of his project; and beſides 


| fecuring the interelts of many of the confiderable 


| gentry and nobility who reſided at court, he wrote 


letters to ſuch as lived at their count y- ſeats, and 
poſſeſſed the greatelt authority in the ſeveral coun- 


| tles* The kings of France and Spain, who in- 
| tereſted themſelves extremely in Mary's cauſe, were 


| ſecretly conſulted, and expreſſed their approbation 


| of theſe meaſures *, And though Elizabeth's con 
| lent was aways ſuppolſed as a previous condition 79 


1 Caine, p. 417. 


F Leſley, p. 50. Camden, p. 420 
Haynes, p. 535. 539. 


* Lelley, P. ON, Ibid. p. 63. 
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the finiſhing of this alliance, it was apparently Nor. 
folk's intention, when he proceeded ſuch lengths 


without conſulting her, to render his party ſo ſtrong, 


that it ſhould no longer be in her power to refuſe 


It.” 


IT was impoſſible that ſo extenſive a conſpiracy 


could entirely eſcape the queen's vigilance and that 
of Cecil. She dropped ſeveral intimations to the 
duke, by which he might learn that ſhe was 


_ acquainted with his deſigns ; and ſhe frequently 


Certain intelligence of this dangerous combination 


1 by . 
CUECTL £35) 44 Norlolo — rl 


warned him to beware on what pillow he repoſed 
his head“: But he never had the prudence or 
the courage to open to her his full intentions. 


was Sha her firſt by Leiceſter, then by Murray, 
h er h 6 g Nortolk's 
who, if ever he was ſincere in promoting Norto 
marriage, which is much to be doubted, had at leaſt 
intended, for his own ſafety, and that of his party, 


that ! alizal eth ſhould in reality, as well as in ap- 
pearance, be entire arbiter of the conditions, and 
ſhould not have her conſent extorted by any con- 


federacy of her own ſubjects. This information gave 
great alarm to the court of England; and the more 
10, as thoſe intrigues were attended with other cir- 


cumſtances, of which, it is probable, Elizabeth was 


not wholly i ignore int. 

Aumonò the nobility and gentry that een to 
enter into Norfolk's views, there were many, who 
were zealoully attached to the catholic religion, who 
had no other deſign than that of reftoring Mary to 


ber liberty, and who would gladly, by a combination 


with foreion powers, or even at the expence of 2 
civil war, have pla iced her on the throne of England. 


d State "Trials, vol. i. p. 32, en OM Camden, p. 420. 
Spotſwogd, p- 231. a 

ieee d -It appears by Haynes, p. 521. 525. that 
Eliabeth li be e: fo a ERC urs of Norfolk” s dealing with Murray; 
and charged the latter to inform her of the whole truth, w hich 
he avcordimgly did. 55 alſo the carl of Murray's letter pro- 


The 


E LIZ AB E T H. 
The Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland, 


who poſſeſſed great power in the North, were leaders 
of this party ; and the former nobleman made offer 
to the queen of Scots, by Leonard Dacres, brother 
to lord Dacres, that he would free her from confine- 
ment, and convey her to Scotland, or any other 
place to which ſhe ſhould thiak proper to retire”, 


Sir Thomas and Sir Edward Stanley, ſons of the earl 
of Derby, ſir Thomas Gerrard, Rolſtone, and other 


entlemen, whole intereſt lay in the neighbourhood Y 


of the place where Mary refided, concurred in the 
fame views; and required that, in order to facilitate 


the execution of the ſcheme, a diverſion ſhould, in 


the mean time, be made from the ſide of Flanders“ 5 


Norfolk diſcouraged, and even in appearance ſup- 


Elizabeth would not allow him to think of effeding 
bis purpoſe by rebellion, and becauſe he foreſaw 
| that, if the queen of Scots came into the poſſeſſion 


| band the king of Spain, or ſome foreign prince, who 
had power, as well as Incliozton, to re- eſtabliſh the 
catholic religton*. 


- # Wren men of bonour a good principles, like 


2 * * * 


preſſed, theſe conſpiracies; both becauſe his duty to 


of theſe men, they would rather choole for her huſ- 


dhe duke of Norfolk, engage in dangerous enter- 
priſes, they are commonly ſo unfortunate as to be 
criminal by halves; and while they balance between 
o the execution of their deſigns and their remorſes, 
0 their fear of puniſhment and their hope of pardon, 
o they render themſelves an eaſy prey to their ene- 
m mies. The duke, in order to repreſs the ſurmiſes 


2 I ſpread againſt him, ſpoke contemptuouſly to Eliza- 
d. beth of the Scottiſh alliance; affirmed that his eſtate 


in England was more valuable than the revenue of 


F kingdom waſted by civil wars and factions ; and 


bat I | declared that, when he amuſed himſelf in his own _ 
3; i tennis. court at Norwich amidſt his friends and val- 


nich *N 
pro- 


| y ? Lefley, p. 76. 2 Ibid. P- 98. ns Ibid. p. 77. 
th | 


Vor. V. OE M | ſals, 
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| CHAP. fals, he deemed himſelf at leaſt a petty prince, and 


fully fatisfied with his condition.“ Finding 
that he did not convince her by theſe affeverations, 


and that he was looked on with a jealous eye by the 


miniſters, he retired to his country-ſeat without 
taking leave“. He ſoon after repented of this mea- 


ſure, and ſet out on his return to court, with a view 
of uſing every expedient to regain the queen's good 


graces ; but he was met at St. Alban's by Fitz-Gar- 


Let; lieutenant of the band of penſioners, by whom 


he was conveyed to Burnham, three miles from 
Windfor, where the court then reſided %. He waz 
loon Aten committed to the Tower, under the cul. 
tody of fir Henry Newl*. Lefley, bithop of Rox, 
the queen of Scots? ambaſſador, was examined, and 
confronted with Norfolk before the council). The 


earl of Pembroke was confined to his own houſe, 
Arundel, Lumlcy, and Throgmorton were taken 
into cuſtody. 
moved to Coventry; all acceſs to her was, during 


The queen of Scots herſelf was re- 


ſome time, more ſtrictly prohibited; and vilcount 
Hereford was joined to the earls of Shrewſbury and 


Huntingdon: in the office of guarding her. 


A RUMoUR had been diffuſed in the North of an 
intended rebellion ; and the earl of Suſſex, preſi- 
dent of York, alarmed with the danger, ſent for 
Northumberland and Weſtmoreland, in order to 
examine them; but not finding any proof again 
them, he allowed them to depart. The report 


meanwhile gained ground daily; and many appear 


ances of its reality being diſcovered, orders were 


diſpatched by Elizabeth to theſe two noblemen fo. 


appear at court, 


and anſwer for their conduct“. 
They had already proceeded fo far in their criminal 
deſigns, that they dared not to truſt themſelves in 
her hands: : They had prepared meaſures for a fe- 


4 I pid. p- 330. 
Leſley, p. 80. 


bellion; 


Toy Haynes, p. 528. 1 


a Funden P. Haynes, P. 540. 
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bellion; had communicated their deſign to Mary 
and her miniſters“; had entered into a correſpond- 
ence with the duke of Alva, governor of the Low 


Countries; had obtained his promiſe of a reinforce- 


ment of troops, and of a ſupply of arms and ammu- 
nition; and had prevailed on him to fend over to 
| London Chiapino Vitelli, one of his moſt famous 
| captains, on pretence of adjuſting ſome differences 
| with the queen; but in reality with a view of putting 
| him at the head of the northern rebels. The ſum- 
mons, ſent to the two earls, precipitated the rifin 


and remained in ſuſpenſe between oppoſite dangers, 
| when he was informed that ſome of his enemies 
| were on the way with a commiſſion to arreſt him. 
lle took horſe inſtantly, and haſtened to his aſſociate 
| Weltmoreland, whom he found ſurrounded with his 


before they were fully prepared; and Northumber- 


friends and vaſſals, and deliberating with regard to 
the meaſures which he ſhould follow in the preſent. 
emergence. They determined to begin the infur-= 
rection without delay; and the great credit of theſe 
two noblemen, with that zeal for the catholic reli- 
gion which ſtill prevailed in the neighbourhood, 
bon drew together multitudes of the common peo- 
ple. They publiſhed a maniteſto, in which they de- 
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cdlared, that they intended to attempt nothing againſt 


to the queen, to whom they avowed unſhaken alle- 


i WF glance; and that their ſole aim was to re-eſtabliſh 


dhe religion of their anceſtors, to remove evil coun- 


1. ſellors, and to reſtore the duke of Norfolk and other 


ne faithful peers to their liberty and to the queen's fa- 


% our. The number of the malcontents amounted 
„ four thouſand foot and ſixteen hundred horſe ; 


val If and they expetted the concurrence of all the catho- | 


in les in England ©, 


„ h Haynes, p. 595. Strype, vol. ii. Append. p. 30. MS. 
in the Advocates' Library, from Cott. Lib. Cal. c. g. i Ca- 


My; Tus 


ö bala, P. 169. Strype, vol. i. p. 547. — * Stowe, p. 663 
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Tun queen was not negligent in her own defence, 
d ſhe had beforehand, from her prudent and wiſe 
conduct, acquired the general good. will of her peo. 
ple, the bellt ſecurity of a ſovereign; inſomuch that 
even the catholics in moſt counties expreſſed an af. 
fection ſor her fervice '; and the duke of Norfolk 
himſelf, though he had loſt her favour, and lay in 


confinement, was not wanting, as far as his ſituation 
permitted, to promote the levies among his friends 


and retainers. Suſſex, attended by the earls of Rut- 


land, the lords Hunſdon, Evers, and Willoughby 
of Parham, marched againſt the rebels at the head 


of ſeven thouſand men, and found them already ad- 
vanced to the biſhopric of Durham, of which they 
had taken poſſeſſion. They retired before him to 
Hexham ; and hearing that the earl of Warwic and 
lord Clinton were advancing againſt them with a 
greater body, they found no other reſource than to 


diſperſe themſelves without ſtriking a blow. The 


common people retired to their houſes : The leaders 


fled into Scotland. Northumberland was found 
| Kkulking in that country, and was confined by Mur. 


ray in the caſtle of Lochlevin. Weitmoreland re. 


_ ceived ſhelter from the chieftains of the Kers and 
Scots, partiſans of Mary; and perſuaded them to 


make an inroad into England, with a view of ex- 


citing a quarrel between the two kingdoms. After 
| they had committed great ravages, they retreated io 


their own country. This ſudden and precipitate re- 
bellion was followed ſoon after by another ſtill more 
imprudent, raiſed by Leonard Dacres. Lord Hun! 
don, at the head of the garriſon of Berwic, was able, 


without any other affiftance, to quell theſe rebels 


Great ſeverity was exerciſed againſt ſuch as had tak 


part in theſe rafn enterpriſes. Sith ſix petty con. 


ſtables were hanged“; and no lefs than eight hun. 
dred perſons are ſaid, on the whole, t to have ſuffered 


1 Cabala, p. 170- Digges p. 4. „ Camden p. 423 
— 11 by 
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by the hands of the executioner *. But the queen CHAP. 


was ſo well pleaſed with Norfolk's behaviour, that * 4 
ſhe releaſed him from the Tower.; allowed him to 
live, though under ſome ſhew of confinement, in 
his own houſe ; ; and only exacted a promiſe from 
him not to proceed any tarther in his negotiations 


with the queen of Scots“. 
ECZABETH now found that the detention ofMary 
was attended with all the ill conſequences which ſhe 


| had foreſeen when the firſt embraced that meaſure. 
| This latter princeſs, recovering, by means of her 
F misfortunes and her own natural good ſenſe, from 


that delirium into which ſhe ſeems to have been 


throw during her attachment to Bothwel, had be- 
| haved with fuch modeſty and judgment, and even 

F dignity, that every one who approached her was 
| charmed with her demeanour ; and her friends were 
enabled, on ſome plauſible grounds, to deny the 
| reality of all thoſe crimes which had been imputed 
to her ?. Compaſſion for her ſituation, and the ne- 


ceſſity of procuring her liberty, proved an incite— 


ment among all her partiſans to be active in pro- 
moting her cauſe ; and as her deliverance from cap- 
| tivity, it was thought, could nowiſe be effected 
but by attempts dangerous to the eltabliſhed govern- 


ment, Elizabeth had reaſon to expect little trar:quil- 
lty 10 long as the Scottiſh queen remained a priſoner 


in her 3 But as this inconvenience had been 


preferred to the danger of allowing that princess to 


enjoy her liberty, and to leek relief in all the catholic 


courts of Europe, it behoved the queen to ſupport 


the meaſure which ſhe had adopted, and to guard, 
| dy every prudent expedient, againſt the miſchiefs 
| to which it was expoſed. She ſtill flattered Mary 


with hopes of her protection, maintained an am- 


biguous conduct between that 88 and her ene- 


n 1 p. 5 © Ibid. p. 98. 8 429. 


| Haynes, P- 597 5 Leſley, p. 22 75 Haynes, P- 51 1. 548. * 
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mies in Scotland, negotiated perpetually concerning 
the terms of her reſtoration, made conſtant pro. 
feſſions of friendſhip to her; and by theſe artifices 
endeavoured both to prevent her from making any 

deſperate efforts for her deliverance, and to Fail 


the French and Spaniſh ambaſſadors, who never in- 


termitted their ſolicitations, ſometimes accompanied 
with menaces, in her behalf. This deceit was re. 
ceived with the ſame deceit by the queen of Scots; 
Profeſſions of confidence were returned by protel. 
fions equally inſincere: And while an appearance ol 
friendſhip was maintained on both ſides, the anmo. 
ſity and jealouſy, which had long prevailed between 

them, became every day more inveterate and incu. 
rable. Theſe two princeſſes, in addreſs, capacity, 
activity, and ſpirit, were nearly a match for cach 


other; but unhappily, Mary, beſides her prelcnt 


forlorn condition, was always inferior, in perſonal 
conduct and diſcretion, as well as in power, to her 
illuſtrious rival. 

ELLZABETH and Mary wrote at the ſame time 
letters to the regent. The queen of Scots defired, 
that her marriage with Bothwel might be examined, 
and a divorce be legally pronounced between them, 
The queen of England gave Murray the choice ol 
three conditions; that Mary ſhould be reſtored to 
her dignity on certain terms; that ſhe ſhould be 
aſſociated with her fon, and the adminiſtration re- 
main in the regent's hands till the young prince 


ſhould come to years of diſcretion; or that ſhe 
Mould be allowed to live at liberty as a private peT- 
ſon in Scotland, and have an honourable ſettlement 


made in her e's Murray ſummoned a convel 


tion of ſtates, in order to deliberate on theſe pro- 
poſals of the two queens : No anſwer was made by 
them to Mary's letter, on pretence that ſhe hal 


MSS. in the Advocate? Library, A. 3295 p. 137. from 


Cot. Lib. catal. c. 1. 
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there employed the ſtyle of a ſovereign, addreſſing CHAP. 


herſelf to her ſubjects; but in reality, becauſe they 
jaw that her requelt was calculated to prepare the 


way for a marriage with Norfolk, or ſome powerful 


prince, who could ſupport her cauſe, and reſtore her 
to the throne, They replied to Elizabeth, that the 
two former conditions were ſo derogatory to the 
royal authority of their prince, that they could not 
ſo much as deliberate concerning them: The third 
alone could be the ſubject of treaty. It was evident 


chat Elizabech, in propoſing conditions ſo unequal 


in their importance, invited the Scots to a re— 
fuſal of thoſe which were moſt advantageous to 


Mary; and as it was difficult, if not impoſlible, to 


achuſt all the terms of the third: ſo as to render 1t 
jecure and eligible to all parties, it was concluded 
that ſhe was not ſincere in any ot them ", 


IT is pretended that Murray had entered into a 


private negotiation with the queen, to get Mary de- 
livered into his hands“; and as Elizabeth found the 
detention of her in England ſo dangerous, it is 


probable that ſhe would have been pleaſed, on any 
honourable or ſafe terms, to rid herſelf of a priſoner 


who gave her ſo much inquietude Eut all theſe pro- 
jects vaniſhed by the ſudden death of the regent, who 
was aſſaſſinated, in revenge of a private injury, by * 
a n of the name of Hamilton, Murray was 
a perſon of conſiderable vigour, abilities, and con- 
fancy ; ; but though he was not untuc ccelstul, during 
his regency, in compoſing the diflenſions in Scot- 
land, his talents ſhone out more eminently in the 


beginning than in the end of his life. His manners 
were rough and auſtere ; aud he poſſeſſed not that 
perfect integrity, which frequently accompanies, and 


Can alone atone lor, that unamiable character ; 


 Spotſwood, p. 230% 2316 Lellex, p. 71 Fanden kr 
Leſley, La 83. ( See NUTC | T0? ar the C13 101 tlie volume. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
Buy the death of the regent, Scotland relapſed into 
, anarchy. Mary's party aſſembled together, and made 
themſelves maſters of Edinburgh. The caltle, com. 


manded by Kirkaldyof Grange, ſeemed to favour her 
cauſe ; and as many of the principal nobility had em. 


n braced that party, it became probable, though the 


people were in general averſe to her, that her autho. 


_ rity might again acquire the aſcendant. To check its 


progreſs, Elizabeth diſpatched Suſſex with an army 
to the North, under colour of chaſtiſing the ravages 


committed by the borderers. He entered Scotland, 


and laid waſte the lands of the Kers and Scots, ſeized 
the caſtle of Hume, and committed hoſtilities on all 


Mary's partiſans, who, he ſaid, had offended his mil. 
treſs by harbouring the Eneliſh rebels. Sir Wil. 


ham Drury wasafterwards ſent with a body of troops, 
and he threw down the houſes of the Hamiltons 


who were engaged in the ſame faction. The Engliſh 
armies were afterwards recalled by agreement with 


the queen of Scots, who promiſed, 1n return, that no 


French troops ſhould be introduced into Scotland, 


and that the Engliſh rebels ſhould be delivered up 
to the queen by her partiſans*. _ 

Bur though the queen, covering herſelf with the 
pretence of revenging her own quarrel, ſo far con- 
tributed to ſupport the party of the young king of 
Scots, ſhe was cautious not to declare openly againſt 
Mary; and ſhe even tent a requeſt, which was equi. 


valent to a command, to the enemies of that princels, 
not to elect, during ſome time, a regent in the place 


of Murray“. Lenox the king's grandfather, was 


therefore choſen temporary governor, under the 
title of Lieutenant. Hearing afterwards that Mary's 
partiſans, inſtead of delivering up Weſtmoreland, 


and the other fugitives, as they had promiſed, 


had allowed them to elcape into Flanders; ſhe 


v Leſley, p. 911 "Hes on = TS 
permitted 
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permitted the king's party to give Lenox the title of © H Ar. 
Regent *, and ſhe ſent Randolph, as her reſident, 3 
to maintain a correſpondence with him. But not- 1370. 
withſtanding this ſtep, taken in favour of Mary's 
enemies, ſhe never laid aſide her ambiguous conduct, 

nor quitted the appearance of amity to that princels. 

Being importuned by the biſhop of Roſs, and her 

other agents, as well as by foreign ambaſſadors, ſhe 

twice procured a ſuſpenſion ot arms between the 

Scottiſh factions, and by that means ſtopped the 

hands of the regent, who was Pty. to obtain ad- 
vantages over the oppoſite party“. By theſe ſeem- 

ing contrarieties ſhe kept alive the factions in Scot- 
end, increaſed their mutual animoſity, and rendered 

E the whole country a ſcene of devaſtation and of mi- 

| fy. She had no intention to conquer the king- 


5 gam, and conſequently no intereſt or deſign to in- 
| WW 6igate the parties againſt each other ; but this con- 
ſequence was an accidental effect of her cautious 
politics, by which ſhe was engaged, as far as poſſible, 9 
to keep on good terms with the queen of Scots, and i 
never to violate the appearances of friendſhip with | 1 
ber, at leaſt thoſe of neutrality *. {4 
: WW Thr better to amuſe Mary with the proſpect of — 
m accommodation, Cecil and fr Walter Mildmay 3 
f W vere ſent to her with propofals from Elizabeth. 1 
t he terms were ſomewhat rigorous, ſuch as a cap- 9 
tire queen might expect from a jealous rival; and 2 
» WW {ity thereby bore the greater appearance of ſincerity 4 
eon the part of the Engliſh court. It was required 4 
s WW that the queen of Scots, beſides renouncing all title 1 
eo the crown of England during the life-time of Eli- 9 
's aabeth, ſhould make a perpetual league, offenſive 3 
, and defenſive, between the kingdoms ; that ſhe = 
|, WW thould marry no Engliſhman without Elizabeth's 13 
e conſent, nor any other perſon without the conſent 1 


* Sporſwood, . 241. -Y Ipid. p. 243. : Crawford, p. 136. 
See note [P] at the end of the volume. 
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CH 4 r. of the ſtates of Scotland; that compenſation foul 
de made for the late ravages committed in England; 
25:0, that juſtice ſhould be executed on the murderers of 
king Henry ; that the young prince ſhould be lent 
into England, to be educated there; and that fix 
hoſtages, all of them noblemen, ſhould be delivered 
to the queen of England, with the caſtle of Hume, 
| and lome other fortreſs, for the ſecurity of perform. 
n a nce.“ Such were the conditions upon which El. 
| zabeth promiſed to contribute her endeavours to. 
wards the reſtoration of the depoſed queen. The 
neceſſity of Mary's affairs obliged her to conſent to 
them ; and the kings of France and Spain, as well 
as the pope, when conſulted by her, akatec 0! 
her conduct; chieſly on account of the civil v ar, 
1 by which all Europe was at that time agitated, and 
which incapacitated the catholic princes from e Sine 7 
her any aliſtance ; 
ELIZABETH's commiſſioners | ropoſed alſo to 
Mary a plan of accommodation with her ſubjects in 
Scotland; and after ſome reaſomng on that head, 
it was agreeed that the queen ſhould req ure 
Lenox, the regent, to ſend commitloners, in order 
to treat of conditions under her mediailon, = 
partiſans of Mary boaſted, that all terms were Lui! 
lettled with the court of England, and that the 
Scottiſn rebels would ſoon be conſtrained to fu! 
mit to the authority of their ſovereign: But Eli. 
beth took care that theſe rumours ſhould meet will 
no credit, and that the king's party ſhould not bc 
diſcouraged, nor ſink too low in their demand. 
Cecil wrots to inform the regent, that all the 
queen of England's propoſals, ſo far from being 
fixed and irrevocable, were to be diſcuſſed anew it 
the conference; and defired him to fend conmil- 
ſioners who ſhould be conſtant in the king's cauſe, 
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be prejudicial to their party“. Suſſex alſo, in his 
letters, dropped hints to the ſame purpoſe; and 
Elizabeth herſelf ſaid to the abbot of Dunfermling, 
whom Lenox had ſent to the court of England, that 
ſhe would not infilt on Mary's reſtoration, pro- 


| \ided the Scots could make the juſtice of their cauſe 


appear to her ſatisfaction ; and that, even if their 


reaſons ſhould fall ſhort of full convidhio, a” 


would take effectual care to provide for their future 
ſecurity e. 


THE parliament of Sec appointed the earl 


of Morton and fir James Macgill, together with 
the abbot of Dunfermling, to manage the treaty. 
Theſe commiſſioners preſented memorials, CONtaln- 
ing reaſons tor the depoſition of their queen; and 
they ſeconded their arguments with examples drawn 
from the Scottiſh hiſtory, with the authority of laws, 
and with the ſentiments of many famous divines. 


The lofty ideas which Elizabeth had entertained, of 
the abſolute, indefeaſible right of ſovereigns, made 


her be ſhocked with theſe republican topics; and 


the told the Scott:ih commiſſioners, that ſhe was 
nowiſe latisfied with their reaſons for juſtifying the 


conduct of their countrymen ; and that they might 


| therefore, without attempting any apology, proceed 


to open the conditions which they required for their 
lecurity *, They replied, that their commiſſion did 


not empower them to treat of any terms which 
might infringe the title and ſovereignty of their 


young king, but they would gladly hear whatever 
propoſals ſhould be made them by her majeſty. The 


| conditions recommended by the queen were not diſ- 


hh ay rg to Mary; but as the commiſtioners ſtill 


j ſiſted, that they were not authoriſed to treat in an y 


manner concerning the reſtoration of that princeſs 5, 


e Ipid. wy 247 i 248. 7 1 Ibid: 


S Lay Nes, P. 023. 


5 Spotfy ood, p. 275. 
T. 245, 249. 
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- the conferences were neceſſarily at an end; and 


Ce Elizabeth diſmiſſed the Scottiſh commiſſioners with 


1571. 


injunctions, that they ſhould return, after having 
procured more ample powers from Hes parliament“. 


The biſhop of Roſs openly complamed to the Eng. 


liſh council, that they had abuſed his miſtreſs by 
fair promiſes and profeſſions ; and Mary herſelf was 


no longer at a loſs to judge of Elizabeth's inſin. 
cerity. By reaſon of thele diſappointments, matters 
came ſtill nearer to extremities between the two 
princeſſes; and the queen of Scots, finding all her 


hopes eluded, was more ſtrongly incited to make, 


at all hazards, every potable attempt for her liberty 
and fecurity. 


AN incident alſo happened about this time, which 
tended to widen the breach between Mary and Eli 


zabeth, and to increaſe the vigilance and jealouly 


of the latter princeſs. Pope Pius V. who had ſuc- 
ceeded Paul, atter having endeavoured in van to 
conciliate by g gentle means the friendſhip of Eliza. 


beth, whom lis predeceſſor's violence bad irritated, 
iffued at la a bull of excommunication againlt 
ber, deprived her of all title to the crown, and ab- 


ſolved her ſubjects from their oaths of allegiance 


It ſeems probable, that this attack on the queen's 


authority was made in concert with Mary, who 
intended by that means to forward the northern 


rebellion; a meaſure which was at that time in 


agitation*. John Felton affixed this bull to the 


gates of the biſhop of London's palace; and ſcorn. 


ing either to fly or to deny the fact, he was ſeized 
and condemned, and received the crown of martyr- 
dom, for which he leems to have entertained ſo vio- 


lent an ambition 1 


d Spotſwood, p- 249, 2 50, Kc. 1 133. 136. Cam- 
3 p. 431, 432. i Camden, p. 427. k Ibid. p. 441. 
from Cajetanus's Life of Pius V, Camden, p- 428, 
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A New parliament, after five years' interval, was 


aſſembled at Weſtminſter ; and as the queen, by the 


rage of the pope againſt her, was become {till more 
the head of the ruling party, it might be expected, 
both from this incident and from her own prudent 
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and vigorous conduct, that her authority over the 


two houſes would be abſolutely uncontrollable. It 
was ſo in fact; yet it is remarkable, that it pre- 
vailed not without ſome ſmall oppoſition, and that 
too ariſing chiefly trom the height of zeal for pro- 


teſtantiſm; a d ſpoſition of the Engliſh, which in 


general contributed extremely to increaſe the queen's 
| popularity. We ſhall be ſomewhat particular in re- 


lating the tranſactions of this ſeſſion, becauſe they 
ſhew, as well the extent of the royal power during 
that age, as the character of Elizabeth, and the ge- 
nius of her government. It will be curious allo to 
obſerve the faint dawn of the ſpirit of liberty among 


the Engliſh, the jealouſy with which that ſpirit was 


repreſſed by the ſovereign, the imperious conduct 
which was maintained in oppoſition to it, and the 


kale with which it was ſubdued by this arbitrary 


princeſs. | 

Tre lord keeper Bacon, after the ſpeaker of the 
commons was elected, told the parliament, in the 
queen's name, that he enjoined them not ro meddle 
with any matters of ſtate" : Such was his expreſ- 


hon ; by which he probably mcant the queſtions 


of the queen's marriage 27! the ſucceſſion, about 
which they had before given her ſome un eaſineſs: 
For as to the other great points of government, 


alliances, peace and war, or foreign negotiations, 
no parliament in that age ever preſumed to take 
| them under conſideration, or queſtion, in thele par- 
| ticulars, the conduct of their lov vereign, or of his 
miniſters. 


In the former arllament the puritans had in- 


troduced ſeven bills for a farther reformation 1 in re-. 


D'Ewes, p. 141. 
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—ligion; but they had not been able to prevail in any 
one of them". This houſe of commons had ſitten 
a very few days, when Stricland, a member, re- 
vived one of the bills, that for the amendment of 
the liturgy 9. The chief objection, which he men- 
tioned, was the ſign of the croſs in baptiſm. Another 
member added the kneeling at the ſacrament ; and 
remarked that, if a poſture of humiliation were re- 


quiſite in that act of devotion, it were better that 
the communicants ſhould throw themſelves proſtrate 


on the ground, in order to keep at the wideſt dil. 
tance from former ſuperſtition ”. 


RELIGION was a point, of which Elizabeth was, 


if poſſible, ſtill more jealous than of matters of 
ſtate. She pretended that, in quality of ſupr=me 
head or governor of the church, ſhe was fully em- 
powered, by her prerogative alone, to decide all 
queſtions which might ariſe with regard to doc- 
trine, diſcipline, or worſhip ; and ſhe never would 
allow her parliaments ſo much as to take theſe 
points into conſideration%. The courtiers did not 
forget to inſiſt on this topic: The treaſurer of 
the houſhold, though he allowed that any hereſy 
might be repreſſed by parliament, (a conceſlion 
Which ſeems to have been raſh and unguarded, 
fince the act, inveſting the crown with the ſupre- 
macy, or rather recogniſing that prerogative, gave 
the ſovereign full power to reform all hereſics,) yet 
he affirmed, that it belonged to the queen alone, as 
head of the church, to regulate every queſlion of 
ceremony in worſhip*. The comptroller ſecondel 
this argument; inſiſted on the extent of the queen's 
prerogative; and ſaid that the houſe might, fro 

former examples, have taken warning not to 8 55 
with ſuch matters. One Piſtor oppoſed theſe re- 


monſtrances Of the courtiers. He was ſcandaliſed. 


* D'Exes, p. . 185; » Thid. p. 156, . b 
P- 167. 9 Ibid. p. 158. * Ibid. p. 166. | 
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be ſaid, that affairs of ſuch infinite conſequence 
(namely, kneeling and making the ſign of the crols) 


* 


ſhould be paſſed over ſo lightly. Theſe queſtions, 
| he added, concern the ſalvation of ſouls, and in- 
| tereſt every one more deeply than the monarchy of 
E the whole world. This cauſe he ſhewed to be the 
t cauſe of God; the reſt were all but terrene, yea 
| trifles in compariſon, call them ever ſo great: Sub- 
E idies, crowns, kingdoms, he knew not what weight 
| they had when laid in the balance with ſubjects of 
uch unſpeakable importance*. Though the zeal 
of this member ſeems to have been approved of, 
the houſe, overawed by the prerogative, voted upon 
the queſtion, that a petition ſhould be preſented to 
ber majeſty, for her licence to proceed farther in 
this bill; and, in the mean time, that they ſhould 
bop all debate or reaſoning concerning 1t*. 


MaTTERs would probably have reited here, had 


not the queen been ſo highly offended with Stric- 
| land's preſumption, in moving the bill for reform- 
ation of the liturgy, that ſhe ſummoned him before 
the council, and prohibited him thenceforth from 
| appearing in the houſe of commons *. This act of 
power was too violent even for the ſubmiſſive par- 
E llament to endure. Carleton took notice of the 
matter; complained that the liberties of the houſe 
| were invaded ; obſerved that Stricland was not a 
private man, but repreſented a multitude; and 
moved, that he might be ſent for, and, if he were 
guilty of any offence, might anſwer for it at the bar 
of the houſe, which he inſinuated to be the only 
competent tribunal*. Yelverton enforced the prin- 
| ciples of liberty with {till greater boldneſs. He ſaid, 
that the precedent was dangerous: And though 
n this happy time of lenity, among ſo many good 
aud honourable perſonages as were at preſent in- 
bolted with authority, nothing of extremity or 


1 p. 166. * Ibid. p. 167. " Ibid. p. 175. 
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injury was to be appr chended : ; yet the times mi ght 


= alter; what now is permitted, might hareaſter. be 


1571. 


conſtrued as a duty; and might be enforced even on 
the ground of the preſent permiſſion. He added, 


that all matters not treaſonable, or which implied not 


too much derogation of the imperial crown, might, 
without offence, be introduced into parliament; 


where every queſtion that concerned the communi- 
nity muſt be conſidered, and where even the right 
of the crown itſelf mult finally be determined. He 
remarked, that men fat not in that houſe in their 


private capacities, but as elected by their country; 


and though it was proper that the prince ſhould re. 


tain his prerogative, yet was that prerogative limited 


by law : As the ſovereign could not of himſelf make 


laws, neither could he break them, gs trom his 
own authority *. 


Taxss principles were e popular, and noble, and 
generous ; but the open aſſertion of them was, at 
this time, ſomewhat new in England: And "the 
courtiers were more warranted by preſent practice, 


when they advanced a contrary doctrine. The 


treaſurer warned the houſe to be cautious in their 


| proceedings ; ; Neither to venture farther than their 
aſſured warrant might extend, nor hazard their good 
opinion with her majeſty in any doubtful cauſe. 


The member, he faid, whoſe attendance they re- 
quired, was not reſtrained on account of any liberty 


of ſpeech, but for his exhibiting a bill in the houle 


againſt the prerogative of the queen; a temerity 


which was not to be tolerated. And he concluded 
with obſerving, that even ſpeeches, made in that 
houſe, had been queſtioned and examined by the 
ſovereign”. Clcere, another member, remar- ed, 


that the ſovereign's prerogative is not fo much 3s 
diſputable, and that the ſafety of the queen is the 
ſafety of the ſubject. He added, that, in Queſtions 
ot divinity, every man was for his inſtruction to 

* D'Ewes, p. 1751 176. Y- Ibid. p. 175. 
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that the biſhops themſelves. for their inſtruction, 
muſt repair to the queen? . Fleetwood obſerved, 


that, in his memory, he knew a man, who, in the 
fifth of the preſent queen, had been called to ac- 
count for a ſpeech in the houſe. But leſt this ex- 
ample ſhould be deemed too recent, he would in- 
form them, from the parliament rolls, that, in the 
E reign of Henry V. a biſhop was committed to pri- 
ſon by the king's command, on account of his free- 


dom of ſpeech ; and the parliament preſumed not 


to go farther than to be humble ſuitors for him. 
In the ſubſequent reign the ſpeaker himſelf was 
committed with another. member; and the houſe 
found no other remedy than a like ſubmiſſive ap- 
adviſed the houſe to have recourſe 
b and not to preſume either 
to end for their Member, or demand him as of 
nabt'. During this ſpeech, thoſe members of the 
privy-council who fat in the houſe whiſpered to- 
E gether; upon which the ſpeaker moved, that the 
E houſe ſhould make ſtay of all farther proceedings; 
a motion which was immediately complied with, 
The queen, finding that the experiment which ſhe 
had made was likely to excite a great ferment, ſaved 
ber honour by this ſilence of the houſe ; and leſt the 
| queſtion might be reſumed, ſhe ſent next day to 

| Stricland her permiſſion to give his atiendance in 
E parliament ?, 


NoTwITHSTANDING this reb mkefronthe FE 


the zeal of the commons ſtill engaged them to con- 
Etinue the diſcuſſion of thoſe other bills which re- 
þgarded religion; but they were interrupted by a ſtill 
more arbitrary proceeding of the queen, in which 
che lords condeicended to be her inſtruments. This 
houſe ſent a metlage to the commons, defiring that a 
committee might attend them. Some members were 
2 for that purpoſe; and the upper houſe 


- Idem, ibid. 


* D'Ewes, p. 175.1 bid. p. 176. 
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— formed of the articles of reformation which they 
had canvaſſed, approved of them, intended to pub. 


1571. 


houſe, though they did not entirely ſtop proceed. 


been nowiſe offended at ſuch haughty treatment; 


of the ſpeaker, commanding the houſe to ſpend 


fended, becauſe a matter had been moved which 


cordingly ſpoke of this delicate ſubject. He ob- 


_ clerk of the parliament's book, to prove that 0 


merchants in Briſtol *, gave allo occaſion to ſever] 


patents; that to queſtion the validity of any patent, 
was to invade the royal prerogative ; that all foreign WW 
trade was entirely ſubject to the pleaſure of ths t 


excluſive patent, only employed the power veſted ii 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND: 
acquainted them, that the queen's majeſty, being in. 


liſh them, and to make the biſhops execute them, 
by virtue of her royal authority, as ſupreme head of 
the church of England : But that ſhe would not 
permit them to be treated of in parhament ©. The 


ings on account of this injunction, ſeem to have 
and in the iſſue all the bills came to nothing. 
A moTion made by Robert Bell, a puritan, 


againſt an excluſive patent granted to a company of 


remarkable incidents. The queen, ſome days after 
the motion was made, ſent orders by the mouth 


little time in motions, and to avoid long ſpeeches, 
All the members underſtood that ſhe had been ol. 


ſeemed to touch her prerogative*. Fleetwood ac- 


ſerved, that the queen had a prerogative of granting 


ſovereign ; that even the ſtatute which gave liber) n 
of commerce, admitted of all prohibitions from th: al 
crown; and that the prince, when he granted a! WW 


him, and prohibited all others from dealing in anj 
particular branch of commerce. He quoted tit 


man might ſpeak in parliament of the ſtatute of wil, 

unleſs the king firſt gave licence; becauſe the roi 
prerogative in the wards was thereby touched. H, 
ſhewed likewiſe the ſtatutes of Edward I. Edward I 


< P'Eves, p. 18c. 185. 4 bid. p. 185. © Ibid. p. 1 L 
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and Henry IV. with a faving of the prerogative. N F. 
And in Edward VI.'s time, the protector was ap: 
| plied to, for his allowance to mention matters of 2571+ 
3 prerogative” . 
SIR Humphrey Gilbert, the gallant and re- 
nowned ſea-adventurer, carried theſe topics ſtill far- 

E ther. He endeavoured to prove the motion made 

by Bell to be a vain device, and perilous to be treated 

of; ſince it tended to the derogation of the prero- 7 
gative imperial, which whoever ſhould attempt ſo — 
much as in fancy, could not, he ſaid, be otherwiſe 1 
accounted than an open enemy. For What difference 
is there between ſaying that the queen is not to uſe 1 
| the privilege of the crown, and ſaying that ſhe is not 
queen? And though experience has ſhewn ſo much 
clemency in her majeſty, as might, perhaps, make 
ſubjects forget their duty; it is not good to ſport or _—_— 
venture too much with princes. He reminded them 

of the fable of the hare, who, upon the proclama- 
tion that all horned beaſts ſhould depart the court, 
immediately fled, leſt his ears ſhould be conſtrued to 

E be horns; and by this apologue he ſeems to inſinuate, 
that even thoſe who heard or permitted ſuch danger- 

E ous ſpeeches, would not themſelves be entirely free 
from danger. He deſired them to beware, leſt, if 
they meddled farther with thefe matters, the queen 
might look to her own power; and finding herſelt 
able to ſuppreſs their challenged liberty, and to ex- 
ert an arbitrary authority, might imitate the example 
of Lewis XI. of France, who, as he termed it, de- 

| livered the crown from wardſhip *, 

E Trovucn this ſpeech gave "4. diſguſt, nobody, 
at the time, replied any thing, but that far Humphrey 
miſtook the meaning of the houſe, and of the mem- 
| ber who made the motien : They never had any 
other purpoſe, than to repreſent their grievances, in 
due and Healy form, unto her majeſty. But in a ſub- 
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es A P. ſequent debate, Peter Wentworth, a man of a ſupe. 

— . Tor free ſpirit, called that ſpeech an inſult on the 

1571. houſe; noted fir Humphrey's diſpoſition to flatter 

and fawn on the prince; compared him to the cha. 

melion, which can change itſelf into all colours, ex. 

cept white; and recommended to the houſe a due 

care of liberty of ſpeech, and of the privileges of par. 

liament *. It appears, on the whole, that the motion 

againſt the excluſive patent had no effect. Bell, the 
member who firſt introduced it, was ſent for by the 
council, and was ſeverely reprimanded for his te. 

merity. He returned to the houſe with ſuch an 

amazed countenance, that all the members, well in. 

formed of the reaſon, were ſtruck with terror; and 

during ſome time no one durſt riſe to ſpeak of any WW 

matter of importance, for fear of giving offence to 

the queen and the council. Even after the tears of 

the commons were ſomewhat abated, the members MW 

ſpoke with extreme precaution ; | and by employ. WF 

ing molt of their diſcourſe in preambles and apo. 

logies, they ſhewed their conſcious terror of the 1 


rod which hung over them. Wherever any delicae WF x 
point was touched, though ever fo gently ; nay d 
 leemed to be approached, though at ever fo great o 

a diſtance, the whiſper ran about the houſe, The 

queen will be otterded ; the council will be ex. n 

„ tremely diſpleaſed:“ And by theſe ſurmiſes men a 

were warned of the danger to which they expoled c- 
themielves. It is remarkable, that the patent, which 


the queen defended with ſuch imperious violence, 
was contrived for the profit of four courtiers, and 
was attended with the utter ruin of ſeven or eight 
thoufand of her induſtrious ſubjects |. 
Ahh yr. LHUS every thing which paited the two houſes 
was extremely reſpectful and fubmiſtive; yet did 
the queen think it incuinbent on her, at the con. 
eluſion of the lelllon, to check, and that with. great 
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bers. The lord keeper told the commons, in her 
majeſty's name, that, though the majority ot the 
lower houſe had ſhewn themſelves in the ir proceed- 
ings diſcreet and dutiful, yet a few of them had diſ- 
covered a contrary character, and had juſtly merited 


E the reproach of audacious, arrogant, and preſump— 
E tuous : Contrary to their duty both as ſubiects and 
E parliament men, nay contrary to the expreſs in- 
J junctions given them from the throne at the be- 
ginning of the ſeſſion, injunRions which it might 


well become them to os better attended to, 


| they had preſumed to call 1 in queſtion her majelty's 


grants and prerogatives. But her majeſty warns 


E them, that ſince they thus wiltully forget them- 
E ſelves, they are other wiſe to be admoniſhed : Some 
| other ſpecies of correction muſt be found for them; 
ſince neither the commands of her majeſty, nor the 
example of their wiſer brethren, can rechim their 


audacious, arrogant, and preſumpruous tolly, by 


4 which they are thus led to meddle with what nowiſe 
belongs to them, and What lies depend the compats . 
of their underſtanding *, 


Ix all theſe tranſactions appears els the opi- 


nion which Elizabeth had entertained of the duty 


and authority of parliaments. They were not to 


canvas any matters of ſtate; {till leſs were they to 
meddle with the church. Oueſtions of either kind 

were far above their reach, and were appropriated - 
to the prince alone, or to thoſe councils and mi- 
nilters with whom he was pleaſed to entruſt them. 

What then vas the office "of parliaments? The 

might give directions for the due tanning of leather, 
or milling of cloth; for the preſervation of pheaſants 
and partridges ; for the reparation of bridges and 
| iighways ; for the puniſhment of vagabonds or com- 
mon beggars. Regulations concerning the police of 


k D'Ewes, p. 151. | 3 
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appeared in the motions and ſpeeches of ſome mem 
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e H a p. the country came properly under their inſpection; 
XL and the laws of this kind which they preſcribed had, 
1371. if not a greater, yet a more durable authority, than 
thoſe which were derived ſolely from the proclama. 
tions of the ſovereign. Precedents or reports could 
fix a rule for deciſions in private property, or the 
puniſhment of crimes; but no alteration or inno- 
vation in the municipal law could proceed from any 
other ſource than the parliament; nor would the 
courts of juſtice be induced to change their eſta. 
bliſhed practice by an order in council. But the 
moſt acceptable part of parliamentary proceedings 
was the granting of ſubſidies; the attainting and 
puniſhing of the obnoxious nobility, or any miniſter 
of ſtate after his fall; the countenancing of ſuch 
great efforts of power, as might be deemed ſome. 
what exceptionable, when they proceeded entirely 
from the ſovereign. The redreſs of grievances was 
ſometimes promiſed to the people; but ſeldom could 
have place, while it was an eſtabliſhed rule, that the 
prerogatives of the crown muſt not be abridged, nor 
ſo much as queſtioned and examined in parliament. 
Even though monopolies and excluſive companies 
had already reached an enormous height, and were 
every day increaſing to the deſtruction of all liberty, {MW * 
and extinction of all induſtry; it was criminal in 
a member to propoſe, in the moſt dutiful and regu- 
lar manner, a parliamentary application againſt an) 
of them. „ 
IESE maxims of government were not ket 
ſecret by Elizabeth, nor ſmoothed over by any fair 
appearances or plauſible pretences. They were 
openly avowed in her ſpeeches and meſſages to patr- 
lament ; and were accompanied with all the haugl- 
tineſs, nay ſometimes bitterneſs, of expreſſion, which 
the meaneſt ſervant could look for from his offended 
maſter. Yet notwithſtanding this conduct, Eliza. 
beth continued to be the moſt popular ſovereigl 
that ever ſwayed the ſceptre of England; becauie 
| | 13 i eee | the 
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C principles of the times, and to the opinion generally | 


entertained with regard to the conſtitution. The 


continued encroachments of popular aſſemblies on 


Elizabeth's ſucceſlors have ſo changed our ideas in 
theſe matters, that the paſſages above mentioned ap- 
ear to us extremely curious, and even at firſt ſur- 
priſing; but they were ſo little remarked during 


the time, that neither Camden, though a contem- 
| porary writer, nor any other hiſtorian, has taken 
any notice of them. So abſolute indeed was the au- 
thority of the crown, that the precious ſpark of li- 
| berty had been kindled, and was preſerved, by the 
pauritans alone; and it was to this fect, whoſe prin- 
ciples appear ſo frivolous and habits ſo ridiculous, 
that the Engliſh owe the whole freedom of their 
| conſtitution. Actuated by that zeal which belongs 
E to innovators, and by the courage which enthuſiaſm 
E inſpires, they hazarded the utmoſt indignation of 
| their ſovereign ; and employing all their induſtry to 
be elected into parliament, a matter not difficult 
| while a feat was rather regarded as a burden tan 
an advantages, they firſt acquired a majority in that 
aſſembly, and then obtained an aſcendant over the 
church and monarchy. 


Tur following were the W laws nated 


| this ſeſſion. It was declared treaſon, during the 
| life-time of the queen, to affirm, that the was not 
the lawful ſovereign, or that any other poſſeſſed a 
| preferable title, or that ſhe was a heretic, ſchiſmatic, 
or infidel, or that the laws and ſtatutes cannot limit 
and . the right of the crown and the ſuc- 
ceſſor thereof: To maintain in writing or printing, 
that any perſon, except the natural i/Jue of her body, 
is or ought to be the queen's heir or ſucceſſor, ſub- 

| jetted the perſon and all his abettors, for the firſt 
It appeared this ſeſſion, that a bribe of four pounds had 


been given to a mayor for a ſcat in parliament. D'Ewes, p. 181. 


t is Probable that the member had no other view than the pri- 


12 of being fr. e from arreſts, | 
N 4 ___ offence, 
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the maxims of ber reign were conformable to the c H a Þ. 
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CHAP. offence, to impriſonment during a year, and t9 
w the forfeiture of half their goods: The ſecond of. 


fence ſubjected them to the penalty of a premunire®, 
This law was plainly levelled againſt the queen of 


Scots and her partifans; and implied an avowal, 


that Elizabeth never intended to declare her ſuc- 
ceflor. It may be noted, that the uſual phraſe of 


lawful iſſue, which the parliament thought decent 


towards the queen, as if ſhe could be ſuppoſed to 
have any other, was changed into that of natural 


iſſue. But this alteration was the ſource of pleaſantry 


during the time; and ſome ſuſpected a deeper de. 


ſign, as if Leiceſter intended, in caſe of the queen's 


demiſe, to produce ſome baſtard of his own, and 
affirm that he was her offspring“. 
Ir was alſo enacted, that whoſoever by bull 


ſhould publith abſolutions'or..other reſcripts of the 
Pope, or ſhould, by means of them, reconcile any 


man to the church of Rome, ſuch offenders. as well 
as thoſe who were ſo reconciled, ſhould be guilty of 


treaſon. The penalty of a premunire was impoſed 
on every one who imported any Agnus Dei, crucifix, 
or ſuch other implement of ſuperſtition, conſecrated 
by the pope*. The former laws againſt uſury were 


enforced by a new ſtatute?. A ſupply of one ſub- 


ſidy and two fitteenths was granted by parliament. 


The queen, as ſhe was determined to yield to them 


none ot her power, was very cautious in aſking them 


for 2ny ivpply. She endeavoured, either by a rigid 
frugality to make her ordinary revenues ſuffice for 
the neceſſities of the crown, or ſhe employed her 


prerogative, and procured money by the granting 


of patents, monopolies, or by lome ſuch ruinous 
expedient, 

TroucnElizabeth poſſeſſed ſuch uncontrolled au- 

thority over her parliaments, and ſuch extenſive iuflu- 


n 13El2.c.i Camden, p. 436. 13 Eliz, c.. 
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ence over her people; thou gh during a courſe of thir- en * 
teen years ſhe had maintained the public tranquillit y,. 
E which was only Interrupt ed by the haily and ill- con- 1571. 
certed inſurrection in the North; ſhe was ſtill kept in 

great anxiety, and felt her throne perpetually totter 

under ber. Ihe violent commotions excited in France 

and the Low Countries, as wellas in Scotland, ſeemed 

in one yiew to ſecure her againſt any diſturbance; 

but they ſerved, on more reflection, to inſtruct her 

in the danger of her fituation, w hen the remarked. 3 
that England, no leſs than the 0 neighbouring coun- EY 


tries, contained the feeds of inteſtine diſcord, mm: - 
differences of religious opinion, and the furious into- = 
E lcrance and animoſity of the oppoſite Fectaties 8 „ 
Tire league formed at Bayonne in 1566 for the c π ee 
extermination of the proteſtants, had not been con- Fance. Fa 
cluded fo ſecretly but intelligence of it had reached [5a] 


Condé, Coligni, and the other leaders of the hugo- 
© nots ; and finding that the meaſures of the court. 
agreed with their ſuſpicions, they determined to pre- 
| vent the cruel perfidy of their enemies, and to itrike | 
a blow before the catholics were aware of the danger. 
he hugonots, though diſperſed over the whole king- 
dom, formed a kind of ſeparate empire; and being 
cloſely united, as well by their religious zeal as by 
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t. che dangers to which they were perpetually expoſed, = 
n WW they obeyed withentire ſubmiſſion, the orders oftheir | "ol 
n leaders, who wereready on everyſignal to fly to acm 1 
d ihe king and queen-mother were living in great ſecus 0 1 
r my at Montceaux in Brie, when they found them- bi: 
a lues ſurrounded by proteſtant troops, which had fe 7 
if crethy marched thither from all quarters; and had not af 


usa body of Swiſs come ſpeedily to their relief, and con- 
WW duvet them with great intrepidity to Paris, they 
u- muſt have fallen, without reſiſtance, into the hands 
u- ©! the malcontents. A battle was afterwards fought 
in the plains of St. Dennis; where, though the old : 
= conſtable Montmorency, the general © of the catho- 
5 lics, 
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lics, was killed combating bravely at the head of his 
troops, the hugonots were finally defeated. Conde, 
collecting his broken forces, and receiving a ſtrong 


reinforcement from the German proteſtants, appear. 
ed again in the field; and laying ſiege to Chartres, 


a place of great importance, obliged the court to 
agree to a new accommodation. 
So great was the mutual animoſity of thoſe re. 


Hh gioniſts, that even had the leaders on both fides 
—.— ever ſo ſincere in their intentions for peace, 
and repoſed ever ſo much confidence in each other, 

it would have been difficult to retain the people in 


tranquillity; much more, where ſuch extreme jea. 


louſy prevailed, and where the court employed every 


pacification as a ſnare for their enemies. A plan 
was laid for ſeizing the perſon of the prince and 


admiral; who narrowly eſcaped to Rochelle, and 
ſummoned their partiſans to their aſſiſtance . "The 
civil wars were renewed with greater fury than ever, 
and the parties became ſtill more exaſperated again 


each other. The young duke of Anjou, brother to 
the king, commanded the forces of the catholics; 


and fought, in 1569, a great battle at Jarnac with 


the hugonots, where the prince of Conde was killed 


and his army defeated. 'This diſcomfiture, with the 
loſs of ſo great a leader, reduced not the hugonots 


to deſpair. The admiral {till ſupported the cauſe; 
and having placed at the head of the proteſtants the 
prince of Navarre, then ſixteen years of age, and 
the young prince of Conde, he encouraged the 


party rather to periſh bravely in the field, than ig- 


nominioufly by the hands of the executioner. He 
collected ſuch numbers, ſo determined to endure 
every extremity, that he was enabled ro make head 
againſt the duke of Anjou ; and being {trengthenes 


ET „Darda, lib. is; 
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ELIZABETH. 


5 | by 1 new reinforcement of Germans, he obliged that © HAP. 


prince to retreat, and to divide his forces. 
Col ioNi then laid ſiege to Poitiers; and as the 
eyes of all France were fixed on this enterpriſe, the 


E Juke of Guiſe, emulous of the renown which his 
father had acquired by the defence of Metz, threw 
E himſelf into the place, and ſo animated the garriſon 
3 by his valour and conduct, that the admiral was 
E obliged to raiſe the ſiege. Such was the commence- 
ment of that unrivalled fame and grandeur afterwards 
E attained by this duke of Guife. The attachment 
which all the Catholics had borne to his father was 
| immediately transferred to the fon ; and men pleaſed 
© themſelves in comparing all the great and ſhining 


187 
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qualities which ſeemed in a manner hereditary in 


that family. Equal in affability, 1 in munificence, in 
addreſs, in eloquence, and in every quality which 
| cngages the affections of men; equal alſo in valour, 
in conduct, in enterpriſe, in capacity; there ſeemed 
only this difference between them, that the ſon, 
E educated in more turbulent times, and finding a 


greater diſſolution of all law and order, exceeded 


q the father in ambition and temerity, and was engaged 
in enterpriſes {till more deſtructive to the autho- 


rity of his lovereign, and to the repoſe of his native . 
country. 


ELIZABE TH, who lebt her attention fixed on the 


1 Haynes, p. 47 1 
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civil commotions of France, was nowiſe pleaſed with 
this new riſe of her enemies the Guiſes; and being 

anxious for the fate of the proteſtants, whoſe in- 
| tereſts were connected with her own”, ſhe was en- 

| caged, notwithſtanding her averſion from all rebel- 
lion, and from al] oppoſition to the will of the ſove- 
© reign, to give them ſecretly ſome aſſiſtance. Be- 
| lides employing her authority with the German 
j Princes, ſhe lent money to the queen of Navarre, 


and 
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and received ſome jewels as pledges for the loan, 
And ſhe permitted Henry Champernon to levy, and 
tranſport over into France, a regiment of a hundred 
gentlemen volunteers; among whom Walter Ra, 


leigh, then a young man, began to diſtinguiſh 115 


elk! in that great ſchool of military valour * The 
admiral, conſtrained by the impatience of his troops, 


and by the diſticulty of ſubſiſting them, fought with 


the duke of Anjou the battle of A bens in 


Poictou, where he was wounded and defeated. The 


court of Fance notwithſtanding their frequent ex. 


perience of the obſtinacy of the hugonots, and the 
vigour of Coligni, vainly flattered "themſelves tha 
the force of the rebels was at laſt finally annihilated; 
and they neglected farther preparations againſt a foe, 
who, they thought, could never more become dan- 
gerous. They were furpriſed to hear that this leader 


bad appeared, without diſmay, in another quarter of 


the kingdom; bad encouraged the young princes, 
whom he governed, to like conſtancy; had atlembled 
an army; had taken the field; and was even ſtrong 
enough to threaten Paris. The public finances, di- 
miniſhed by the continued diforders of the kingdom, 
and waſted by ſo many iruitleſs military enterprites, 
could no longer bear the charge of a new armament; 
and the king, notwithſtanding his extreme animoſity 


againſt the hugonots, was obliged, in 1570, to con- 


_ clude an accommodation with them, to grant them 


a pardon for all pait oftences, and to renew the dict 
for liberty of conſcience. 


Trough a pacification was ſeemingly tack 
the mind of Charles was nowile reconciled to his 
rebellious ſubjects ; and this accommodation, like all 


the foregoing, was nothing but a ſnare by which 
the perfidious court had projected to deſtroy at once, 


without danger „all its formidable enemies. As the 


8 Camden, P- 424, 
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3 two young princes, the admiral, and the other H Ap. 
leaders of the hugonots, inſtructed by pait expe- 


4 rience, diſcovered an extreme diltruſt of the king's 
intentions, and kept themſelves in fecurity at a 
4 diſtance, all poſſible artifices were employed to re- 


move their apprehenſions, and to convince them of 
the ſincerity of the new counſels which ſeemed to be 


E embraced. The terms of the peace were reli igoutly 
E obſerved to them; the toleration was ſtrictly main- 
3 tained 3 all attempts made by the zealons catholics 
© to infringe it were puniſhed with ſeverity; offices, 
and favours, and honours, were beſtowed on the 
principal nobility among the proteſtants; and the 
king and council every Where declared, that, tired 
Jof Sl diſorders, and convinced of the impoſſibility 


1 [115 religion. 


enter into cloſe connection with Elizabeth; and as 


5 it ſcemed not the intereſt of France to forward the 
WW union of the two kingdoms of Great Britain, that 
, b princess the more cafily flattered herſelf that the 
9 French monarch would prete r her triendfhip to that 
_ of the queen of Scots. he better to deceive her 
boo ofels of marriage were made her with the duke 
1 Pol Anjou; a prince whoſe youth, beauty, and re- 


0 putation for valour, might naturally be ſuppoſed to 
* W iccommend him to a woman, who had appeared not 


0 1 immediately founded on this offer the project 
N Y deceivin g the court of France; and being intent 
Hos ® that arti! ice, the laid herſelf the more open to 
0 de deceived. Neg Otlations vere entered into with 
Coy 


: propoled ; „ eificultics ſtarted and removed; and the 
wo courts, equally infincere, though not equally 
{a $LENICG to approach e very day nearer to 


Cs each 


ol forcing men's  conifciences, they were thenceforth 
de terinined to allow every one the Ire exerciſe of 


© AmoNns the other artifices cots ed to tall he 
1 proteltants into a fatal ſecurity, Charles affected to 


Paitovether inſenſible to theſe endowments. The 


Elcoard to the marriage; terms of the contract were 
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CHA r. each other in their demands and conceſſions. The 
X=_ great obſtacle ſeemed to lie in adjuſting the dif. 
1571, ference of religion ; becauſe Elizabeth, who recom. 
0 mended toleration to Charles, was determined not 
to grant it in her own dominions, not even to her 
huſband; and the duke of Anjou ſeemed unwilling 
to ſubmit, for the ſake of intereſt, to the * 

of an apoſtacy*. 

THE artificial politics of Elizabeth never tri. 
umphed ſo much in any contrivances as in thoſe 
which were conjoined with her coquetry ; and az 
her character in this particular was generally known, 

the court of France thought that they might, with. 
out danger of forming any final concluſion, venture 

the farther in their conceſſions and offers to her, 

The queen alſo had other motives for diſſimulation. 
| Beſides the advantage of diſcouraging Mary's par. 

tiſans, by the proſpect of an alliance between France 

and England, her ſituation with Philip demanded 
her utmolt vigilance and attention; and the violent 
authority eſtabliſhed in the Low Countries, made her 
deſirous of fortifying herſelf even with the bare ap. 

- pearance of a new confederacy. 

Afairsof THE theological controverſies which had long 
1 agitated Europe, had, from the beginning, pene. WF © 
trated into the Low Countries; and as theſe pro- 
vinces maintained an extenſive commerce, they hal 

early received from every kingdom with which they (We 
correſponded, a tincture of religious innovation. | 

An opinion at that time prevailed, which had been W 
zealouſly propagated by prieſts, and implicitly r. 

ceived by ſovereigns, that hereſy was cloſely con 

nected with rebellion, and that every great or vi 

lent alteration in the church involved a like revolu- 
tion in the civil government. The forward zeal of 

the reformers would ſeldom allow them to wait the 

conſent of the magiſtrate to their innovations: The 


Camden, p. 433. Davila, lib. v. Digges' s Complete e Am. 
baſſador, p. 84. 10, In. 
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| And though their pretended ſpirit of reaſoning and 
þ inquiry was, in reality, nothing but a new ſpecies | 
ol implicit faith, the prince took the alarm, as if no 


üinſtitutions could be ſecure from the temerity of 


their reſearches. The emperor Charles, who pro- 
Þ poſed to augment his authority, under pretence of 
| defending the catholic faith, eaſily adopted theſe 


bee principles; and notwithſtanding the limited 
' prerogative which he poſſeſſed in the Netherlands, 

he publiſhed the moſt arbitrary, ſevere, and tyran- 
| rica edicts againſt the proteſtants ; and he took care 
that the execution of them ſhould be no leſs violent 
| and ſanguinary. He was neither cruel nor bigoted in 
his natural diſpoſition ; yet an hiſtorian, celebrated 
| fo moderation and caution, has computed, that in the 
| ſeveral perſecutions promoted by that monarch, no 
© leſs than a hundred thouſand perſons periſhed by the 
hands of the executioner *. But theſe ſevere reme- 
| ts, far from anſwering the purpoſes intended, had 
| rather ſerved to augment the numbers as well as 


| zeal of the reformers; and the magiſtrates of the 


| ſeveral towns, ſeeing no end of thoſe barbarous exe- 
© cutions, felt their humanity rebel againſt their prin- 


191 
became leſs dutiful when oppoſed and puniſhed : c 1 a p. 
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178 and declined any farther perſecution of the 5 


new doctrines. 
Wren Philip bee to 5 his father's 8 dominions, 


the Flemings were juſtly alarmed with new appre- 


henſions; leſt their prince, obſerving the lenity of 


© the magiſtrates, ſhould take the execution of the 
edicts from ſuch remiſs hands, and ſhould eſtabliſh | 


| tlc Inquiſition in the Low Countries, accompanied 


| vith all the i iniquities and barbarities which attended 


it in Spain. The ſevere and unrelenting character 


17 the man, his profeſſed attachment 70 Spaniſh 


manners, the inflexible bigotry of his principles; all = 
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4 Grotii Annal. lib. i. Father Paul, another great autho- 
ri „ computes in a paſſage above cited, that fifty thouſand 268 
bons were Put to death 1 in the Low Countries alone. 


theſe 
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5 valued himſelf. 


name alone of regent remained with the duchels; 


governeſs of the 
ſenſe and good temper of that princeſs, had ſhe 
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- theſe circumſtances increaſed their terror: And 


when he departed the Netherlands, wy a known 


intention never to return, the diſguſt of the inhahit. 


ants was extremely augmented, and their dread gf 


_ thoſe tyrannical orders which their ſovereign, ſur. 
rounded with Spaniſh miniſters, would iſſue from his 


cabinet of Madrid. He left the ducheſs of Parma 
Low Countries; and the plain good 


been entruſted with the ſole power, would have pre. 
ſerved the ſubmiſſion of thoſe opulent province, 


which were loſt from that refinement of treacherous 


and barbarous politics on which Philip ſo highh 
The Flemings found, that the 


that cardinal Granville entirely poſlefſed the king's 


confidence; that attempts were every day made on 


their liberties : that a reſolution was taken never 
more to aſſemble the ſtates ; that new biſhoprics 


were arbitrarily ereQed, in order to enforce the exe. 


cution of the perſecuting edits; and that, on the 


whole, they muſt expect to be reduced to the con 


dition of a province under the Spaniſh monarchy, 


The diſcontents of the nobility gave countenance to 
the comp ald s of the gentry, which encouraged the 
mutiny of the populace; and all orders of men 


ſhewed a ſtrong diſpoſition to revolt. Aﬀtociaitons 
were formed, tumultuary Pee preſented, names 
of diſtinction aſſumed, badges of party diſplayed; 


and the current of the people, impelled by religious 


zeal and irritated by fcuble reſiſtance, roſe to fuch: 


height, that in ſeveral towns, particularly in Ant. 
werp, they made an open invaſion on the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip, 
broke the images, and committed the 
rantable diſorders. 


Pillag ed the churches and monalterics, 
: moſt un var 


THE witer part of the nobility particularly the 


prince of Orange, and the counts Egmont and 


Horn, were alarmed at tack exceſſes, to which 


thel 


I their own diſcontents had at firſt given countenance; C H A ep. 


f and ſeconding the wiſdom of the governeſs, they 
: ſuppreſſed the dangerous inſurrections, puniſhed the 
ktingleaders, and reduced all the provinces to a ſtate 
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3 of order and ſubmiſſion. But Philip was not con- 


WW wed with the re-eſtabliſhment of his ancient au— 
W thority : He conſidered, that provinces fo remote 

from the feat of government could not be ruled by 
a limited prerogative ; and that a prince, who mult 


| when he reſided not among the people, feel every 


pular diforders, as a pretence for entirely aboliſhing 
the privileges of the Low Country provinces; and for 


L ry authority. 


© meaſures between prince and ſubject, but thoſe of 
rigid command and implicit obedience. This ge- 
neral, in 1 568, conducted from Italy to the Low 


relate at length thoſe violences which Alva's natural 
barbarity, ſteeled by reflection, and aggravated by 


of ſo many princes, and the inheritance of ſo many 
parditrary and ſanguinary tribunals erected; the counts 


Vor. V. 


intreat rather than command, would neceſſarily, 


| ruling them thenceforth with a military and arbitra- 


ages, were openly and exprelsly aboliſhed by edict; 


Egmont and Horn, in ſpite of their great merits and 
g 5 paſt 


day a diminution of his power and influence. He 
1 determined, therefore, to lay hold of the late po- 


IN the execution of this violent deſign, he em 
ployed a man, who was a proper inſtrument in the 
bands of ſuch a tyrant. Ferdinand of Toledo, duke 
of Alva, had been educated amidſt arms; and hav- 
ing attained a conſummate knowledge in the military 
art, his habits led him to transfer into all government 
the ſevere diſcipline of a camp, and to conceive no 


Countries a powerful body of veteran Spaniards; and 
his avowed animoſity to the Flemings, with his 
known character, ſtruek that whole people with terror 
and conſternation. It belongs not to our ſubject to 


inlolence, exerciſed on thoſe flouriſhing provinces. 
i It ſuffices to ſay, that all their privileges, the gift | 


q 
4x 


jb 
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paſt ſervices, brought to the ſcaffold ; multitudes 


all ranks thrown into confinement, and thence de. 


1571, 


hvered over to the executioner : And notwithſtand. 


ing the peaceable ſubmiſſion of all men, nothing 


was heard of but confiſcation, N exile, 


torture, and death. 


ELIZABETH was equally diſpleaſed to ſee the pro- 
greſs of that ſcheme, laid for the extermination of 


the proteſtants, and to obſerve the erection of ſo 


great a military power, in a ſtate ſituated in ſo near 
a neigbbourhood. She gave protection to all the 


Flemiſh exiles who took ſhelter in her dominions; 


and, as many of theſe were the moſt mduſtrious i in 


habitants of the Netherlands, and had rendered that 


country celebrated for its arts, ſhe reaped the ad- 


vantage of introducing into England ſome uſeful 
manufactures, which were formerly unknown in that 
kingdom. Foreſeeing that the violent government 


of Alva could not long ſubſiſt without exciting ſome 
commotion, ſhe ventured to commit an inſult upon 
him, which ſhe would have been cautious not to 


| hazard againſt a more eſtabliſhed authority. Some 


of his greateſt neceſſity. Alva, in revenge, ſeized 


threw them into priſon, and confiſcated their effects. 
'The queen retaliated by a like violence on the 


 Genoeſe merchants had engaged, by contract with N 


Philip, to tranſport into Flanders the ſum of four 
hundred thouſand crowns ; and the veſſels, on which 
this money was embarked, had been attacked in the 


f 
Channel by ſome privateers equipped by the French 
hugonots, and had taken ſhelter in Plymouth and 

Southampton. The commanders of the ſhips pre-. 

f 


tended that the money belonged to the king of 


Spain; but the queen, finding upon inquiry that 7 


| 
it was the property of Genoaſe merchants, took WP t 
poſſeſſion of it as a loan; and by that means de-. | 
prived the duke of Alva of this reſource in the time 


all the Engliſh merchants in the Low Countries, 


PFlewiſh and Spaniſh merchants; and gave all + 
14 Engi 


E LIZ AB RE T H. 
j.ngliſh liberty to make repriſals on the ſubjects of © H a v. 


Philip. 
THyess differences were afterwards accommodated 


Z by treaty, and mutual reparations were made to the 
E merchants : But nothing could repair the loſs which 
bo well-timed a blow inflicted on the Spaniſh govern- 


ment in the Low Countries. Alva, i in want of money, 


and dreading the immediate mutiny of his troops, to 
whom great arrears were due, impoſed by his arbi- 
trary will the moſt ruinous taxes on the people. He 

not only required the hundredth penny, and the 
E twentieth of all immoveable goods: He alſo de- 
wanded the tenth of all moveable goods on every 
ſale; an abſurd tyranny, which would not only have 
| deſtroyed all arts and commerce, but even have re- 
| ſtrained the common intercourſe of life. The people 


refuſed compliance: The duke had recourſe to his 
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uſual expedient of the gibbet: And thus matters 
came ſtill nearer the laſt extremities between the 
klemings and the Spaniards”. _ 


ALL the enemies of Elizabeth: in order to re- 


b renge themſelves for her inſults, had naturally re- 
courſe to one policy, the ſupporting of the cauſe - 
and pretenſions of the queen of Scots; and Alva, 
E whoſe meaſures were ever violent, ſoon opened a 
ſecret intercourſe with that princeſs. There was one 
| Rodolphi, a Florentine merchant, who had reſided 

about fifteen years in London, and who, while he 
conducted his commerce in England, had managed 
all the correſpondence of the court of Rome with 

the catholic nobility and gentry *. He had been 
| thrown into priſon at the time when the duke of 
| Norfolk's intrigues with Mary had been diſcovered ; 

but either no proof was found againſt him, or the 
f part which he had acted was not very criminal; and 


" „ Beniivogllia, part . lib. v. 1 P. 416, 
1 Holley op. 123. State Trials, vol. i. p. 87. 
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CHAP. he ſoon after recovered his liberty. This man, 
WAA Zealous for the catholic faith, had formed a ſcheme, 


1571. 


in concert with the Spaniſh ambaſſador, for ſubvert. 
ing the government, by a foreign invaſion and x 
domeſtic inſurrection; and when he communicate, 
his project by letter, to Mary, he found that, as ſhe 
was now fully convinced of Elizabeth's artifices, and 
deſpaired of ever recovering her authority, or even 


her liberty, by pacific meaſures, ſhe willingly gave 


her concurrence. The great number of diſcontented 
catholics were the chief ſource of their hopes on the 


ſide of England; and they alſo obſerved, that the 


kingdom was, at that time, full of indigent gentry 


chiefly younger brothers, who having at preſent, by 


the late decay of the church, and the yet languih- 


ing ſtate of commerce, no proſpect of a livelihood 


ſuitable to their birth, were ready to throw them. 
| ſelves into any deſperate enterpriſe”. But in order 
to inſpire life and courage into all theſe malcantents, 


it was requiſite that ſome great nobleman ſhould 


put himſelf at their head; and no one appeared to 
Rodolphi, and to the biſhop of Roſs, who entered 
into all theſe intrigues, fo proper, both on account 
of his power ang his popularity, as the duke ot 
Norfolk. Nr gn wa - 


Tas nobleman, when releaſed from confinement 
in the Tower, had given his promiſe, that he would 
drop all intercourſe with the queen of Scots *; but 


; finding that he had loſt, and, as he feared, beyond 


recovery, the confidence and favour of Elizabeth, 


and being ſtill, in ſome degree, reſtrained from hi 
liberty, he was tempted, by impatience and deſpal!, 
to violate his word, and to open anew his co 


reſpondence with the captive princeſs:. A pro- 


miſe of marriage was renewed between them; the 


duke engaged to enter into all her intereſts ; and 


1. Leſley, p. 123. Haynes, p. $71. + 
* State Trials, vol. i. p. 102. ge 


at 
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as his remorſes gradually diminiſhed in the courſe c H a v. 
of theſe tranſactions, he was puſhed to give his. 
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at 


| b. 159. 164, Camden, p. 432. 


conſent to enterpriſes ſtill more criminal. Rodol- 


phi's plan was, that the duke of Alva ſhould, on 
ſome other pretence, aſſemble a great quantity of 
| ſhipping in the Low Countries; ſhould tranſport a 
body of ſix thouſand foot, and four thouſand horſe, 
into England; ſhould land them at Harwich, where 
the duke of Norfolk was to join them with all his 
friends; ſhould thence march directly to London, 
E and oblige the queen to ſubmit to whatever terms 
the conſpirators ſhould pleaſe to impoſe upon her*. 
Norfolk expreſſed his aſſent to this plan; and three 
letters, in conſequence of it, were written in his 
name by Rodolphi, one to Alva, another to the 

pope, and a third to the king of Spain; but the 
duke, apprehenſive of the danger, refuſed to ſign 
them. He only ſent to the Spaniſh ambaſſador a 
| ſervant and confident, named Barker, as well to no- 
| tify his concurrence in the plan, as to vouch for the 
authenticity of theſe letters; and Rodolphi, having 
obtained a letter of credence from the ambaſſador, 
© proceeded on his journey to Bruſſels and to Rome. 
Ihe duke of Alva and the pope embraced the ſcheme 
with alacrity : Rodolphi informed Norfolk of their 
intentions“; and every thing ſeemed to concur in 
forwarding the undertaking. . 5 


 NoreoLK, notwithſtanding theſe criminal enter- 


| Priles, had never entirely forgotten his duty to his 
 lovereign, his country, and his religion; and though 
be had laid the plan both of an invaſion and an in- 
ſurrection, he ſtill flattered himſelf, that the inno- 
| cence of his intentions would juſtify the violence of 
his meaſures, and that, as he aimed at nothing but 
N the liberty of the queen of Scots, and the obtaining 


Lelley, p. 15 5. State Trials, vol. i. p. 86, 87. »Leſley, 
State Trials, vol. i. p. 93. 
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CHAP. of Elizabeth's conſent to his marriage, he could not 


XL. 


—— Juſtly reproach himſelf as a rebel and a traitor ©. It 


1571. 


is certain, however, that, conſidering the queen's 
vigour and ſpirit, the ſcheme, if ſucceſsful, muſt 
finally have ended in dethroning her; and her ay 
thority was here expoſed to the utmoſt danger. 
IE conſpiracy hitherto had entirely eſcaped the 
vigilance of Elizabeth, and that of ſecretary Cecil, 
who now bore the title of lord Burleigh. It waz 
from another attempt of Norfolk's, that they firſt 
obtained a hint, which, being diligently traced, led 


at laſt to a full diſcovery. Mary had intended to 


ſend a ſum of money to lord Herries, and her par- 
tiſans in Scotland; and Norfolk undertook to have 
it delivered to Banniſter, a ſervant of his, at that 


time in the North, who was to find ſome expedient 


for conveying it to lord Herries f. He entruſted 


the money to a ſervant who was not in the ſecret, 


and told him that the bag contained a ſum of mo- 
ney in ſilver, which he was to deliver to Banniſter 


with a letter: But the ſervant conjecturing, from 


the weight and ſize of the bag, that it was full of 
gold, carried the letter to Burleigh; who imme- 
diately ordered Banniſter, Barker, and Hicford, the 


duke's ſecretary, to be put under arreſt, and to un. 


dergo a ſevere examination. Torture made them 

contels the whole truth; and as Hicford, though 
ordered to burn all papers, had carefully kept them 
concealed under the mats of the duke's chamber, 
and under the tiles of the houſe, full evidence now 
appeared againſt his maſter 5. Norfolk himſelf, 


who was entirely ignorant of the dilcoveries made 


by his ſervants, was brought before the council; 
and though exhorted to atone for his guilt by a full 


Ho confeſſion, he perſiſted in 2 denying every crime, with 


< Leſley, p. 153 © | # Ibid. p. 169. State - Trial, 
vol. i. p. 87. Camden, p. 434. Digges, p. 134. 137. 140. 

N pe, vol. 11. p-. de. | 8 Leſley, p. 3 
which 
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which he was as charged. The queen always declared, c 1 a p. 


1 that, if he had given her this proof of his ſincere 
I repentance, ſhe would have pardoned all his former 


offences“; but finding him obſtinate, ſhe com- 


E mitted him to the Tower, and ordered him to be 
brought to his trial. The biſhop of Roſs had, on 
ſome ſuſpicion, been committed to cuſtody before 
E the diſcovery of Norfolk's guilt; and every expe- 
dient was employed to make him reveal his ſhare 
in the conſpiracy. He at firſt inſiſted on his privi- 
lege; but he was told, that as his miſtreſs was no 
longer a ſovereign, he would not be regarded as an 


XL. 
— av 
1571. 


ambaſſador, and that, even if that character were 


allowed, it did not warrant him in conſpiring againſt 
the ſovereign at whole court he reſided'. As he 
ſtill refuſed to anſwer interrogatories, he was in- 

formed of the confeſſion made by Norfolk's ſer- 
| vants, after which he no longer ſcrupled to make 

a full diſcovery; and his evidence put the guilt of 
| that nobleman beyond all queſtion. A jury of 


twenty-five peers unanimouſly paſſed ſentence upon 


| him. The trial was quite regular, even according 
| to the {tri& rules obſerved at preſent in theſe mat- 
| ters; except that the witneſſes gave not their evi- 
dence in court, and were not confronted with the 
priſoner : A laudable practice, which was not at 


that time obſerved in trials for high treaſon. 
Taz queen ſtill heſitated concerning Norfolk's 


execution, whether that ſhe was really moved by 
triendſhip and compathon towards a peer of that 


1572. 
12th Jan. 
Trial ot 
Norfolk. 


rank and nierit, or that, affecting the praiſe of 5 


clemency, ſhe only put on the appearance of theſe 


ſentiments. Twice ſhe figned a warrant for his 


execution, and twice revoked the fatal ſentence *; 
and gue her e LIN puſhed her 


84 Leſley, p- 1735 . Ibid. p. 189. Spotſwood. 


Suppe, vol. ii. i. p. 83. | | 
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arte, p. 527. from Fenelon” s Diſpatches. Digges, p. 188 : | 
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to rigour, ſhe {till appeared irreſolute and undeter. 


Ib. 
—— mined. After four months heſitation, a parliament 


1572. 
His Execu- 
tion. 


Sth May. 


2d june. 


was aſſembled, and the commons addreſſed her, in 
ſtrong terms, for the execution of the duke; a ſanc. 
tion which, when added to the greaineſs and cer. 
tainty of his guilt, would, ſhe thought, juſtify, in 
the eyes of all mankind, her ſeverity againſt that 
nobleman. Norfolk died with calmneſs and con. 
ſtancy; and though he cleared himſelf of any di. 
loyal intentions againſt the queen's authority, he 
ee e the juſtice of the ſentence by which 


be ſuffered . That we may relate together affair; 


of a ſimilar nature, we ſhall mention, that the earl 
of Northumberland, being delivered up to the 
queen by the regent of Scotland, was allo, a 
few months after, broggnt to the ſcaffold for his 
rebellion. 

| Tas queen of Scots was either the occaſion or 
the cauſe of all theſe diſturbances ; but as ſhe was 
a ſovereign princeſs, and might reaſonably, from the 
| harſh treatment which ſhe had met with, think her. 
ſelf entitled to uſe any expedient for her relief, Eli 


 zabeth durſt nor, as yet, form any reſolution of pro. 


ceeding to extremities againſt her. She only ſent 
lord Delawar, fir Ralph Sadler, ſir Thomas Brom. 
ley, and Dr. Wilſon, to expoſtulate with her, and 
to demand ſatis faction for all thoſe parts of her con. 
duct which, from the beginning of her life, had 
given difpledfars to Elizabeth: Her aſſuming the 
arms of England, refuſing to ratify the treaty of 
Edinburgh, intending to marry Norfolk without 
the queen's conſent, concurring in the northern re- 
beltion “, practiſing with Rodolphi to engage the 
king of Spain in an invaſion of England", pro- 
curing the pope's bull of excommunication, and al 


, Camden, p. 440. Strype, vol. i ii. App. p. 23. 15 »Digge, 
p. 16. 10%. Strype, vol. ii. p. 51, 52. a Ibid. p 199. 
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bouing her friends abroad to give her the title of © Ha r. 
AY queen of England. Mary juſtified herſelf from the mY 
| WW {cyeral articles of the charge, either by denying the 1872 


facts imputed to her, or by throwing the blame on 
| athers*?. But the queen was little ſatisfied with her 


| for her immediate trial and execution. They em- 
| ployed ſome topics derived from practice and rea- 
bon, and the laws of nations; but the chief ſtreſs was 


© W ſuppoſe), would lead to conſequences deſtructive of 
a W all principles of humanity and morality. Matters 


is WW were here carried farther than Elizabeth intended; 

and that princeſs, ſatisſied with ſhewing Mary the 
Tr WW diſpoſition of the nation, ſent to the houſe her ex- 
3% W preſs commands not to deal any farther at preſent 
ie in the affair of the Scottiſh queen . Nothing could 
.be a ſtronger proof, that the puritanical intereſt 


E prevailed in the houſe, than the intemperate uſe of 
„authorities derived from ſcripture, eſpecially from 
nt the Old Teſtament ; and the queen was ſo little a 
m. lover of that ſect, that ſhe was not likely to make 


of their ſchemes in another remarkable inſtance. 


ne WF The commons had paſſed two bills for regulating 
ol eccleſiaſtiaſtical ceremonies 3 but ſhe ſent them a like 
imperious meſſage with her former ones; and by 
re. the terror of her prerogative, ſhe (topped all farther 


the | proceeding in thoſe matters. 


[Ended by the parliament, ſhe was alarmed at the 
194 


: Camden, p. 442 :- Þ: D*Ewes. p. 207, 208, Kc. 
Ibid. p. 219. 241. * Ibid. p. 213. 238, _ 
3 . great 


| apology, and the parliament was ſo enraged againſt 
her, that the commons made a direct application 


any conceſſion merely in deference to their ſolicit- 
ation. She ſhewed, this ſeſſion, her diſapprobation 


aid on paſſages and examples from the Old Teſta- 
ment v, which, if conſidered as a general rule of 
conduct (an intention which it is unreaſonable to 


| Bur though Elizabeth would not carry matters 
to ſuch extremities againſt Mary, as were recom- 
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great intereſt and the reſtleſs ſpirit of that prince, 
as well as her cloſe connections with Spain; 3 and 
ſhe thought it neceſſary both to increaſe the rigour 
and ſtrictneſs of her confinement, and to folly 
maxims different from thoſe which ſhe had hitherto 
purſued in her management of Scotland * That 
kingdom remained {till in a ſtate of anarchy. The 
caſtle of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of 


Grange, had declared for Mary; and the lords of 


that party, encouraged by his countenance, had 
taken poſſeſſion of the capital, and carried on 
vigorous war againſt the regent. By a ſudden and 
unexpected inroad, they ſeized that nobleman at 
Stirling; but finding that his friends, ſallying from 
the caltle, were likely to reſcue him, they inſtanth 


put him to death. The earl of Marre was choſen 
regent in his room; and found the ſame difficultie 


in the government of that divided country. He 
was therefore glad to accept of the mediation offered 


by the French and Engliſh ambaſſadors; and to 
conclude on equal terms a truce with the queen"; 


party. He was a man of a free and generous 


ſpirit, and ſcorned to ſubmit to any dependance on 
England ; and for this reaſon, Elizabeth, who had 
then formed intimate connections with France, 


yielded with leſs reluctance to the ſolicitations of that 
court, ſtill maintained the appearance of neutrality 


between the parties, and allowed matters to remit 
on a balance in Scotland *. But affairs ſoon after 
took a new turn: Marre died of melancholy, vit 
which the diſtracted ſtate of rhe country affected 
him: Morton was choſen regent ; and as this no. 
bleman had ſecretly taken all his meaſures witi 
Elizabeth, who no longer relied on the friendſhi 
of the French court, ſhe reſolved to exert herlili 
more effectually for the en of the party which 


Digges, p. 1555 5 -Sparfwocd; p. 263. 
n Digges p. 159, 165, 5 95 
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E ſhe bad always favoured. She ſent fir Henry Kil- 
legrew ambaſſador to Scotland, who found Mary's 


partiſans ſo diſcouraged by the diſcovery and pu- 


| niſhment of Norfolk's conſpiracy, that they were 
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glad to ſubmit to the king's authority, and accept 


of an indemnity from all paſt offences“. 


The 


* Spotſwood, p. 268. 


© / OY p. 449. 
the 


garriſon ſurrendered 


| The duke 
of Chatelrault and the earl of Huntley, with the 
E moſt conſiderable of Mary's friends, laid down their 
arms on theſe conditions. 
| the caſtle of Edinburgh continued refractory. Kir- 
| kaldy's fortunes were deſperate ; and he flattered 
| himſelf with the hopes of receiving aſſiſtance from 
the kings of France and Spain, who encouraged 
| his obſtinacy, in the view of being able, from that 
© quarter, to give diſturbance to England. Elizabeth 
was alarmed with the danger; ſhe no more appre- 
hended making an entire breach with the queen of 
Scots, who, the found, would not any longer be 
amuſed by her artifices ; ſhe had an implicit. re- 
liance on Morton; and ſhe ſaw that by the ſub- 
miſſion of all the conſiderable nobility, the pacifi- 
cation of Scotland would be an eaſy, as well as a 
moſt important undertaking. She ordered, there- 
fore, fir William Drury, governor of N to... 
march with ſome troops and artillery to Edinburgh, 
and to beſiege the caſtle”, 
| at diſcretion : Kirkaldy was delivered into the hands 
of his countrymen, by whom he was tried, con- 
demned, and executed: Secretary Lidington, who 
Fad taken part with him, died ſoon after a volun- 
tary death, as is ſuppoſed ; and Scotland, ſubmitting 
entirely to the regent, gave not, during a long 
ume, any further inquietude to E lizabeth. od 
Tux events which happened in France were not 
Ho agreeable to the queen's intereſts and inclinations. 
Ehe fallacious pacifications, which had been fo often 
| made with the hugonots, gave them reaſon to lulpect 


The garriſon alone of 


French: 
affairs. 
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CH AP. the preſent intentions of the court; and, after all 
the other leaders of that party were deceived into z 
15729, dangerous credulity, the ſagacious admural til] re. 
mained doubtful and uncertain. But his ſuſpicions 

were at laſt overcome, partly by the profound difj. 
mulation of Charles, partly by his own earneſt defire 

to end the miſeries of France, and return again to 

the performance of his duty towards his prince and 
country. He conſidered beſides, that as the former 
violent conduct of the court had ever met with ſuch 

fatal ſucceſs, it was not unlikely, that a prince, who 

had newly come to years of diſcretion, and appeared 

not to be rivetted in any dangerous animoſities or 

' prejudices, would be induced to govern himſelf by 
more moderate maxims. And as Charles was young, 

Vas of a paſſionate, baſty temper, and addicted to 
pleaſure *, ſuch deep perfidy ſeemed either remote 

from his character, or difficult, and almoſt impoſ. 

ſible, to be ſo uniformly ſupported by him. Moved 

by theſe conſiderations, the admiral, the queen of 
Navarre, and all the hugonots, began to repoſe 
themſelves in full ſecurity, and gave credit to the 
treacherous careſſes and profeſſions of the French 
court. Elizabeth herſelf, notwithſtanding her great 
experience and penetration, entertained not the lea 
diſtruſt of Charles's ſincerity; and being pleaſed to 

find her enemies of the hcuſe of Guile remove 

trom all authority, and to obſerve an animoſity ce 

day growing between the French and Spaniſh mo. 


ain April. narchs, ſhe concluded a defenſive league with the 


former ', and regarded this alliance as an invincible 
barrier to her throne. Walſingham, her ambaſlador, 
ſient her over. by every courier, the moſt ſatisfactory 
accounts of the honour, end plain- dealing, and fie 
lity of that per hdious prince. 
Tux better to blind the jealous hugorots, and 
draw their leaders into the are Prepared tor then, 


1 Digges, P 8. 39. . Camden, p. * 5 F 
aries 
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| Charles offered his ſiſter, Margaret, in marriage to 
| the prince of Navarre; and the admiral, with all 
| the conſiderable nobility of the party, had come to 


q nuptials, which, it was hoped, would finally, if not 
E compoſe the differences, at leait appeaſe the bloody 


varre was poiſoned by orders from the court; the 
admiral was dangerouſly wounded by an aſſaſſin: 


able to retain the hugonots in their ſecurity; till, 
| the marriage, the ſignal was given for a general 


| hatred long entertained by the Pariſians againſt the 
| proteſtants, made them ſecond, without any prepa- 


o that religion, were involved in an undiſtinguiſhed 
ruin. The admiral, his ſon-1n-law, Teligni, Soubize, 
KRochefoucault, Pardaillon, Piles, Lavardin, men 
who, during the late wars, had ſignaliſed them- 
| ſelves by the moſt heroic actions, were miſerably 
E butchered, without reſiſtance; the ſtreets of Paris 


erciſed on their dead bodies all the rage of the moſt 


| licentious brutality. About five hundred gentlemen 


inſtantly diſpatched to all the provinces for a like 


» Davila, lib. v. 


paris, in order to affiſt at the celebration of theſe 


on the evening of St. Bartholomew, a few days after 
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| animoſity of the two religions. The queen of Na- 


Yet Charles, redoubling bis diſſimulation, was ſtill 


24th Aug. 


| maſſacre of thoſe religionilts, and the king himſelf, 
in perſon, led the way to theſe aſſaſſinations. The yagucre of 


Paris. 


ration, the fury of the court; and perſons of every 
condition, age, and ſex, ſuſpected of any propenſity. 


flowed with blood; and the people, more enraged 
than ſatiated with their cruelty, as if repining that 
death had ſaved the victims from farther inſult, ex- 


and men of rank periſhed in this maſſacre, and near 
ten thouſand of inferior condition“. Orders were 


general execution ot the proteſtants; and in Rouen, 
Lyons, and many o her cities, the people emulated 
the fury of the capital. Even the murder of the 
bing of Navarre, and prince of Conde, had been 


_ propoſed 
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CHAP. propoſed by the duke of Guile ; but Charles. 
ſoftened by the amiable manners of the king «f 
| 2572, Navarre, and hoping that theſe young princes might 
eaſily be converted to the catholic faith, determined 
to ſpare their lives, though he obliged them to 
purchaſe their ſafety by a en change of theit 
religion. 
CHARLE9, in order to cover this barbarous per. 
fidy, pretended that a conſpiracy of the hugonots to 
leize his perſon had been ſuddenly detected; and 
that he had been neceſſitated, for his own defence, 
to proceed to this ſeverity againſt them. He ſent 
orders to Fenelon, his ambaſſador in England, to 
aſk an audience, and to give Elizabeth this account 
of the late tranſaction. That miniſter, a man of 
probity, abhorred rhe treachery and cruelty of his 
court; and even ſcrupled not to declare, that he 
was now aſhamed to bear the name of Frenchman; 
yet he was obliged to obey his orders, and make ule 
of the apology which had been preſcribed to him, 
He met with that reception from all the courtiers, 
which, be knew, the conduct of his maſter had fo 
well martian. Nothing could be more awful and at- 
fecting than the ſolemnity of his audience. A me. 
lancholy forrow fat on every face: Silence, as in the 
dead of night, reigned through all the chambers ot 
the royal apartment; the courtiers and ladies, clad 
in deep mourning, were ranged on each ſide, and 
allowed him to paſs, without affording him one 1 
lute or favourable look; till he was admitted to the 
queen herſelf*%, Thar princeſs received him with 
more eaſy, if not a more gracious countenance; 
and heard his apology, without diſcovering any vi. 
fible ſymptoms of indignation. She then told him, 
that though, on the firſt rumour of this dreadtul 
intelligence, ſhe had been aſtoniſhed that ſo many 
brave men and loyal ſubjects, who reſted ſecure Ol 
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ELIZABETH. 


che faith of their ſovereign, ſhould have been fad- C H AP. 
[ ”D ads — 
denly butchered in ſo barbarous a manner, ſhe had 
E hitherto ſuſpended her judgment, tilt farther and 
more certain information ſhould be brought her: 
hat the account which he had given, even if founded 
on no miſtake or bad information, though it might 
alleviate, would by no means remove the blame of 
che king's counſellors, or juſtify the ſtrange irregu- 
E larity of their proceedings: That the ſame force 
which, without reſiſtance, had maſſacred ſo many de- 
lenceleſs men, could eaſily haveſecured their perſons, 
and have reſerved them for a trial, and for puniſhment 
by a legal ſentence, which would have diſtinguiſhed 
the innocent from the guilty : That the admiral, in 
particular, being dangerouſly wounded, and environ- 

ed by the guards of the king, on whoſe protection he 
ſeemed entirely to rely, had no means of eſcape, and 
might ſurely, before his death, have been convicted 
of the crimes imputed to him: That it was more 
worthy of a ſovereign to reſerve in his own hands 
the {word of juſtice, than to commit it to bloody 
| murderers, who, being the declared and mortal ene- 
mies of the perſons accuſed, employed it without mer- 
ey and without diſtinction: That if theſe ſentiments 
vere juſt, even ſuppoſing the conſpiracy of the proteſt- 
ants to be real, how much more ſo, if that crime was 
a calumny of their enemies, invented lor their deſtruc- 
tion? That if, upon enquiry, the innocence of theſe 
unhappy victims ſhould atterwards appear, it was the 
| king's duty to turn his vengeance on their defamers, 
| who had thus cruelly abuſed his confidence, had mu- 
dered ſo many of his brave ſubjects, and had done 
what in them lay to cover him with everlaſting dit- 
E honour : And that for her part, ſhe ſhould form het 
zudgment of his intentions by his ſublequent con- 
duct; and in the mean time ſhould act as defired by 
ide ambaſſador, and rather pity than blame his maſter 
ſor the extremities to which he had been carried ©, 


* Digges, p. 247, 248. 
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ELIZZ ABE TU was fully ſenfible of the dangeroy; 


| ſituation in which ſhe now ſtood. In the maſſicre 
of Paris, ſhe ſaw the reſult of that general conſpiracy, 


formed for the extermination of the proteſtants ; and 
ſhe knew that ſhe herſelf, as the head and protectreß 
of the new religion, was expoſed to the utmoſt fury 
and reſentment of the catholics. The violence and 
cruelty of the Spaniards in the Low Countries waz 


another branchof the ſame conſpiracy; and as Charle 


and Philip, two princes nearly allied in perfidy and 
barbarity as well as in bigotry, had now laid aſide 
their pretended quarrel, and had avowed the mol: 


entire friendſhip*, ſhe had reaſon, as ſoon as they had 


appeaſed their domeſtic commotions, to dread the 
effects of their united counſels. The duke of Guile 
alſo and his family, whom Charles, in order to deceive 


| the admiral, had hitherto kept at a diſtance, had nov 
acquired an open and entire aſcendant in the court of 
France; and ſhe was ſenſible that theſe princes, from 


perſonal as well as political reaſons,were her declared 
and implacable enemies. The queen of Scots, their 


near relation and cloſe confederate,was the pretende 


to her throne ; and, though detained in cuſtody, wa 
actuated by a reſtleſs ſpirit, and, beſides her foreign 
allies, poſſeſſed numerous and zealous partiſans in the 
heart of the kingdom. For theſe reaſons, Elizabeth 


thought it more prudent not to reject all commerce 
with the French monarch, but ſtill to liſten to the 


profeſſions of friendſhip which he made her. She 
allowed even the negotiations to be renewed for het 
marriage with the duke of Alencon, Charles's third 
brother ?: Thoſe with the duke of Anjou had alreadj 
been broken off, She ſent the earl of Worceſter i 
aſliſt in her name at the baptiſm of a young princeh, 


born to Charles; but before ſhe agreed to give hin 
this laſt mark of condeſcenſion, ſhe thought it be 
coming her dignity, to renew her expreſſions d 


f Digges, p. 268. 282. £ Ibid. paſſim. Camden, p. 447: 


blame 


ELIZABETH, | 209 
blame, and even of deteſtation, againſt the cruelties © H a p. 


exerciſed on his proteſtant ſubjedts". Meanwhile, XIX. 
ſhe prepared herſelf for that attack which ſeemed to 


E threaten her from the combined power and violence 1 0 
ol the Romaniſts: She fortified Portſmouth, put her 71 
feet in order, exerciſed her militia, cultivated popu— 1 
| larlty with her ſubjects, ated with vigour for the F 
E farther reduction of Scotland under obedience to the | Þ | 
young king, and renewed her alliance with the Ger- e Nig 
man princes, who were no leſs alarmed than herſelf 1 
a ele Sead da and fangt uinary meaſures, ſo | 
univerſally embraced by the « catholics, - | 2d 
Bor though Elizabeth cautiouſly avoided coming 43 
to extremities with Cha cles, the greatef! fecurity tl bat 9 
E ſhe poſſeſſed againſt his violence was derived from | 4 
the difficulties which the obſtinate re{iſtance of the 14 
E hugonots ſtill created to him. Such of that ſect as French af 4 
lied near the frontiers, immediately, on the firſt Burks 4 
neus of the maſlacres, fled into England, Germany, 7% % 1 
or Switzerland; where they excited the compaſſion 4 
and indignation of the proteſtants, and prepared = 
themſelves, with increaſed forces ant redoubled zeal, il 
to return into France, and avenge the treacherous . ; 1 
laughter of their brethren. Thule who lived in the i, 
middle of the kingdom, took ſhelter in the neareſt _ 1 
garriſons occupied by the hugonots; - and finding, N 10 
that they could 1epole no faith in capitulations, and EE = 
expect no clemency, were determined to defend 1 
themſelves to the lait extremity, The fe, which 5 
Charles had hoped at one blow to exterminate, had 2 
now an army of eighteen thoufand men on foot, and — 
Epoilcfied, in different parts of the kingdom, above a 1 
Pundred cities, caſtles, or fortrefles *; nor could that a 
prince deem 3 lecure from the ere threat- A 


ned him by all the other proteſtants in E. urope. 
he nobility and gentry of Lngland were routed to 
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0th May. 


fuſed her contents 


of his brother's 
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o H A v. ſuch a pitch of reſentment, that they offered toley 


an army of twenty thouf and foot and four thou. 
ſand horſe, to tranſport them into France, and 9 
maintain them ſix months at their own charge: But 


Elizabeth, who was cautious in her meaſures, and 
who fearcd to inflame farther the quarrel between 


the two religions by theſe dangerous crulades, re. 
and moderated tne zeal of her 


ſubjects. ne German princes, leſs political of 


more ſecure from the refentment of France, for. 


warded the levies are 7 the proteſtants; and tle 

young prince of Conde, having eſcaped from court, 
put himſelf at the he: 50 of theſe troops, and pte. 
pared to invade the kingdom. The duke of Alencon, 
the king of Navarre; the family of Montmoreud, 
and many conſiderable men even among the catho. 


lics, diſpleaſed, either on a private or public ac 


count, with the mealures of the court, favoured the 


prog reſs of the hugonots; and every thi 1147 Telaple 


into contuiion. Ihe king, inſtead of repenting tits 
violent counſels, which had brought matters to ſuck 


extremities, called aloud for new violences *; nor 


could even the mortal diſtemper under which he 


laboured; moderate the rage and animoſity by which 


he was actuated, te died without male Hue, at the 

ge of twenty- Hive years; à prince, whoſe character, 
containing that unuſual mixture of diffimulation and 
ferocity, ot quick reſentment and unrelenting ven. 
geance, executed the greateſt milchicts, and threat 


ened ſtill worle, both to his native country and to 


all Europe. 

HENRY, duke of Auod, who had, ſome time 
betore, hoes elected king of Poland, no 8 heard 
death, than he hin {tened to take 
poſleſſion of the throne of France; and found the 


kingdom not only involved in the preatelt preſent 


Pigges, p. 335% 24 1: 1 Davila, lib. v. 


diſorder;, 
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alſorders, but expoſed to infirmities, for which it CH av. 


was extremely difficult to provide any ſuitable re- 
© medy. The people were divided into two theolo- 
ical factions, furious from their zeal, and mutually 
E enraged from the injuries which they had committed 
E or ſuffered ; and as all faith had been violated and 
moderation baniſhed, it ſeemed impracticable to 
fd any terms of compoſition between them. Each 
party had devoted itſelf to leaders, whoſe commands 
had more authority than the will of the ſovereign; 
and even the catholics, to whom the king was at- 
E tached, were entirely conducted by the counſels of 
E Guiſe and his family. The religious connections 
had, on both ſides, ſuperſeded the civil; or rather 
E (for men will always be guided by preſent intereſt), 
| two empires being ſecretly formed in the kingdom, 
every individual was engaged by new views of in- 
| tereſt to follow thoſe leaders, to whom, during the 
| courſe of paſt convulſions, he had been indebted for 
bis honours and preferment. 


Henry, obſerving the low condition of the 


crown, had laid a ſcheme for reſtoring his own 
authority, by acting as umpire between the parties, 
by moderating their differences, and by reducing 
both to a dependance upon himſelf, He pollefled 
all the talents of diſſimulation requiſite for the exe- 

| cution of this delicate plan; but being deficient in 
E vigour, application, and found judgment, inſtead of 
acquiring a ſuperiority over both factions, he loſt the 
confidence of both, and taught the partiſans of each 
to adhere ſtill more cloſely to their particular leaders, 
whom they found more cordial and ſincere in the cauſe 
which they eſpouſed. The hugonots were ſtrength- 
| ened by the acceſſion of a German army under the 
prince of Conde and prince Caſimir; but much more 
by the credit and perſonal virtues of the king of Na- 
Vatre, who, having fled from court, had placed him- 
Elf at the head of that formidable party. Henry. 
; LS os 3 in 
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c 18 4 P, in proſecution of his plan, entered into a compoſi. 


XL, 


tion with them; and being defirous of preſerving a 
balance between the ſects, he granted them peace 
on the moſt advantageous conditions. This was the 


fifth general peace made with the hugonots ; but 


though it was no more ſincere on the part of the 
court than any of the former, it gave the hipheſ 


diſguſt to the catholics; and afforded the duke of 


Guiſe the deſired pretence of declaiming againſt th 
meaſures, and maxims, and conduct of the king, 
Tran artful and bold leader took thence an 
occaſion of reducing his party into a more formed 
and regular body; and he laid the firſt foundations 
of the famous Lracus, which, without paying any 
regard to the royal authority, aimed at the entir; 


ſuppreſſion of the hugonots. Such was the unhappy 


condition of France, from the paſt ſeverities and 
violent conduct of its princes, that toleration could 


no longer be admitted; and a conceſſion for libery 


of confeience, which would 5 have appeaſel 


the reformers, excited the greateſt reſentment in the 


catholics. Henry, in order to divert the force ef the 
league from himfelf, and even to elude its effort 
againſt t. he hugonots, declared himſelf the head d 
that ſeditious confederacy, and took the field x 
leader of the Romanitlts. But his dilatory and feebke 


meaſures berr: yea his reluctance to the unde taking; 


and after ſome unſucceſsful Ae he concluded 
a new peace, which, though leſs favourable than tht 
former to the proteſtants, gave no contentment t 
the catholics. Mutual diffdence Rill prevailed be 

tween the parties; the king's moderation was fo Fr 
cious to both; each faction "conmancd to fortify ni 
againſt that be Which, the 3 muſt 1 ed: 
ily enſue; theological controverſy d daily whett: ed the 
anim ofity of the les ; and every private in. jury be 
came the ground of a public quarrel, 


5 


11 


E LIZ ABE T I 
THE king, hoping, by his artifice and. ſubtlety, CHAP. 


to allure the nation into a love of pleaſure and re- 


pole, was himſelf caught in the ſnare ; and, ſinking 
into a diſſolute indolence, woolly loſt the eſteem, 


and, in a great meaſure, the allections of his peo- 


ple. Inſtead of advancing ſuch men of character and 
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abilities as were neuters between theſe dangerous 


2 burdens, increaſed by bis projute liberalt ity, 


and felt more heavy on a diſor dered Kingdom, be- 
came another ground of complaint; and the un- 
| controlled animoſity of parties, joined to the mul- 
| tiplicity of taxes, rendered peace more calamitous 
than any open ſtate of foreign or even domeſtic 
E hoſtility. The artifices of the king were too refined 
to ſucceed, and too frequent to be concealed; and 
the plain, direct, and avowed conduct of the duke 
of Guile on one ſide, and that of the king of Na- 
Eyarre on the other, drew by degrees the generality 
ot the nation to devote them \lelves without relerve 
Eto one or the other of thole great leade 
ux civil commotions of France . of too 
| general Importance to be overlooked by the other 
| princes of Europe; and Elizabeth's foreſight and 
vigilance, though ſomewhat gige by her fru- 
Ipality, led her 10 take lecretly ſome part in them. 
helides employing on all occations her good oflices 
in favour of the hugonots, ſhe had expended no 
Bnconfiderable ſuins in levying that army of Ger- 
mans which the prince of Condé and prince Caſimir 
conducted into France ; and notwithitanding her 
negotiations with the court, and her profeſſions of 
femity, the always conſidered her own Intereſts as 
connected with the pro {perity of the French pro- 


in Camden, p. 452. 


5 teſtants 


— 


actions, he gave all his confidence to young agree- 

able favourites, who, unable to prop his falling 
authority, leaned entirely upon it, and inflamed the 
general odium againſt his adminiſtration. The 
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teſtants and the depreſſion of the houſe of Guif, 
Philip, on the other hand, had declared himſelf pro. 
tector of the league; had entered into the cloſeſ 
correſpondence with Guiſe; and had employed all 
his authority in ſupporting the credit of that faction 
leader. The ſympathy of religion, which of it{:lf 
begat a connection of intereſts, was one confiderabl 
inducement ; but that monarch had alſo in view, the 
ſubduing of his rebellious ſubjects in the Nether 


lands; who, as they received great encouragement 


from the French proteſtants, would, he hoped, 


finally deſpair of ſucceſs, after the entire doppel 


of their friends and eaten: 


Cty! wars. 


of the LC 


Countries. - 


Tns ſame political views which engaged Elias 
beth to ſupport the hugonots, would have led her 
to aſſiſt the diſtrefſed proteſtants in the Low Coun, 


tries; but the mighty power of Philip, the tran- 


quillity of all his other dominions, and the great 


force which he maintained in theſe mutinous pro- 


vinces, kept her in awe, and obliged her, notwitb. 


ſtanding all temptations and all provocations, to 


preſerve ſome terms of amity with that monarch, 
The Spaniſh ambaſiador repreſented to her, that 
many of the Flemiſh exiles, who infeſted the teas, 


and preyed on his maſter's ſubjects, were receive 


into the harbours of England, and were there al 
lowed to diſpoſe of their prizes; and by theſe re 
monſtrances the queen found herſelf under a fe 
ceſſity of denying them all entrance into her de 
minions. But this meaſure proved in the iſſue es. 


tremely prejudicial to the intereſts of Philip. Thele 


deſperate exiles, finding no longer any poſſibility d 
ſubſiſtence, were forced to attempt the moſt perilous 
enterpriſes ; and they made an atlault on the Brille 
a ſea port town in Holland, where they met vit 


ſucceſs, and, after a ſhort reſiltance, became maſter 


of the place” . The duke of Alva was alarmed a 


" Camden, p. 443s 


th: 


which he was making on the defenceleſs Flemit 
| te haſtened with bis army to extinguiſh the flame, 
which, falling on materials fo well prepared for ey 
3 boſtion, ſeemed to menace a general conflagration. 
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me danger; and, ſtopping thoſe bloody exccutions CHAP. 


His fears ſoon appeared to be well. g grounded. The 


people in the neighbourhood of the Brille, enraged 
by that complication of cruelty, oppreſſion, inſo- 
E lence, uſurpation, and perſecution, under they 
and all their countrymen laboured, flew to arms; 
and in a few days almoſt the whole: pins of 
Holland and that of Zealand had revolted from the 
Spaniards, and had openly declared againlt the ty- 
F ranny of Alva. This event happened in the year | 


197 2. 


WILLIAM, prince of Grange deceuded from 


ſovereign family of great luſtre and antiquity 1 


Germany. inheriting the poſſeſſions of a Dvereien 
funily in France had fixed his reſidence in the Low 
Countries; and on account of his noble birth and 
immenſe riches, as well as of his perſonal merit, was 
univerially regarded as the greatelt ſubject that lived 
in thoſe provinces. He had oppoled, by all regular 
and dutiful means the progreis of the Spaniſh uſurp- 
ations; and when Alva conducted his ar my into 


the Netherlands, and aſſumed the gov ernment, this 


prince, well acquainted with the violent character of 
the man, and the tyrannical ſpirit of the court of 
| Madrid, witely fled from the danger which threatened | 
him. and retir ed to his paternal eſtate and dominions 
in Germany. He was cited to appear before Alva's 
tribunal, was condemned in abſence, was declared a 
rebel, and his ample poſſeſſions in the Low Coun- 
ies were confiſcated. In revenge he had levied an 

army of proteſtants in the empire, and had made 
dome attempts to reſtore the Flemings to liberty; 
but was t repulſed with loſs by the vigilance and 
| mil tary conduct of Alva, and by the gre Cat bravery, 
4 28 
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„ NDS. Ws as — pline, of thoſe veteran Spaniards who 
— ſerved under that general. 


1579. 


made fo ſignal a figure in Every tranſaction of Fu. 


all courage, he ſtill flattered them with the concur. 


ſpirit proceeded the deſperate defence of Harlem; 


revenged by the execution of more than two thouſand 


maer, where Alva was finally repulſed, ſhewed them 


tile, was ſent from Italy to replace Alva; and this 


STORY OF ENGLAND. 


Tre revolt of Holland and Zealand, province 
which the prince of Orange had formerly com. 
manded, and where he was much beloved, called 
him anew from his retreat ; and he added condud, 
no leſs thin ſpirit, to that obſtinate reſiſtance whic 0 
was here made to the Spanith dominion. By unit! 
the revoited cities in a league, he laid the ada 
of that illuſtrious commonwealth. the offspring of 
induſtr) and liberty, whoſe arms and policy have lon; 


rope. He infl. med the inhabi! rants by every motive 
which religious zeal, refentment, or love of fret. 

dom could inſpire. Though the preſent greainels 
of the Spaniſh monarchy might deprive them of 


rence of the other provinces, and with aſſiſtance 
from neighbouring ſtates ; and he exhorted them, in 
defence of their religion, their liberties, their lives, 
to endure the utmoſt extremities of war. From this 


a defence which nothing but the moſt conſuming 
famine could overcome, and which the Spaniard; 


of the inhabitants. This extreme ſeverity, inſtead. 
ofſtriking terror into the Hollanders, animated then 
by delpuir; and the vigorous reſiſtance made at Alc- 


that their inſolent enemies were not invincible. The 
duke, finding at laſt the pernicious effects of his vio- 
lent counſcls, ſolicited to be recalled : Medina celi, 
who was appointed his ſucceſſor, retuſed to accept 
the government: Requeſens, commendator of Cal: 


tyrant departed ird oh the Netherlands in 1574; 


0 Bentivoglio, lib. 7. 
1 leaving 


Vine; 


ELIZABETH. 


and hoaſting, in his turn, that, during the courſe of 
five years, he had delivered above e ghteen thouſand 
of thoſe rebetfions heretics into the hands of the 
exec utioner ?. | 

Rx FQUESENS, though a man of milder diſpoſitions, 
couid hot appeaſe the violent hatred which the re- 
volted Hollanders had conceived againſt the Spaniſh 
government; and the war continued as obſtinate as 
ever. In the fi fiege of Leyden, undertaken by the 
Spaniards, the Dutch ON enced the dykes and ſluices, 
in order to drive them from the enterprue z And the 
very peaſants were aclive in ruming their fields b, 


217 


ſeaving his name in execration to the inhabitants, © HA p. 


8 
— 
1579 


an inundation, rather than fall again Und the hated 15 


tyranny of Spain, But 1 notwithſlanding this re- 


pulſe, the governor till purſued the war; and the 

conteſt ſeemed too unsqual between fo mighty a 
monarchy, and two ſmall provinces, however for- 
vhed by nature, and however defended by the deſpe- 


rate retolution of the inhabitants. The prince of 


Orange therefore, in 1575, was reſolved to ſue for 


foreign ſuccour, and to make applications to one or 


other of his great neighbours, Henry or Elizabeth. 


The court of France was not exempt from the ſame 


ſpirit of tyranny and perſecution which prevailed 
among the Spaniards; and that kingdom, torn by 
domeſtic diſſenſions, ſeemed not to enjoy, at preſent, 
either leiſure or ability to pay regard to foreign in- 


1 tereſts. But England, long connected, both by com- 


nerce and alliance, with the Netherlands, and now 


more concerned in the fate of the revolted pro- 


vinces by ſympathy f in religion, ſeemed naturally 


| intereſted in their defence; and as Elizabeth had 
| juſtly entertained preat jealouſy of Philip, and go- 


verned her kingdom in perfect tranquillity, hopes 
were entertained, that her Ba her ambition, or 


7 Grotius, lib. f ii. 


her 
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Cc H AP. her generofity, would engage her to ſupport them 
under their preſent calamities. They ſent therefore 


a ſolemn embaſſy to London, conſiſting of St. Alde. 
gonde, Douza, Nivelle, Buys, and Melſen; and 


after employing the moſt humble ſupplications to 


the queen, they offered her the poſſeſſion and tove. 
reignty of their provinces, if the would exert her 
power in their delence. 

TER were many ſtrong motives which micht 
impel Elizabeth to accept of ſo liberal an offer, 


She was appriſed of the injuries which Philip had 


done her, by his intrigues with the malcontents in 
England and Ireland: She foreſaw the danger 

which ſhe muſt incur from a total prevalence of the 
catholics in the Low Countries: And the maritime 


ſituation of thoſe provinces, as well as their com. 


mand over the great rivers, was an inviting circum. 


ſtance to a nation like the Engliſh, who were bs 
ginning to cultivate commerce and naval power. 


But this princeſs, though magnanimous, had never 
entertained the ambition of making conqueſts, or 


gaining new acquiſitions; and the whole purpoſe of 


her vigilant and active politics was to maintain, by 
the moſt frugal and cautious expedients, the tran- 
quillity of her own dominions. An open war with 
the Spaniſh monarchy was the apparent conſequence 


of her accepting the dominion of thefe provinces; 


and after. taking the inhabitants under her pro- 
tection, ſhe could never afterwards in honour aban- 


don them, but, however deſperate their defence 


might become” ſhe muſt embrace it, even farther 


than her convenience or intereſts TER permit, 


For theſe reaſons, ſhe Tefuſed, in poſitive terms, the 
ſovereignty proftered her ; it told the ambaſladors, 
that, in return for the good-will which the prince of 
Orange and the States had {hewn her, ſhe would en- 


1 Digges, p. 73. 4 | : 
| aeavo 


U 


ELIZABETH: 
8 to mediate an agreement for them, on the © 
moſt reaſonable terms that could be obtained*. She 
ſent accordingly fir Henry Cobham to Philip; and 
repreſented to him the danger which he would incur 


of loſing entirely the Low Countries, if France could 
obtain the leaſt interval from her inteſtine diſorders, 


and find leiſure to offer her protection to thoſe mu- 
tinous and diſcontented provinces. Philip ſeemed 


to take this remonſtrance in good part; but no ac- 
cord enſued, and war in the Netherlands continued 
with the ſame rage and violence as before. 

Ir was an accident that delivered the Hollanders 
from their preſent deſperate lituation. Requeſens, 
the governor, dying ſudden ly, the Spaniſh troops, 
diſzontented for want of pay, and licentious for 


want of a proper authority to command them, 


broke into a furious inutiny, and threw every thing 
into confuſion. They lacked and pillaged the 


cities of Maeſtricht and Antwerp, and executed 
great laughter on the inhabitants: They threatened | 


the other cities with a like fate: And all the pro- 


vinces, excepting Luxembourg, united for mutual 


defence againſt their violence. and called in the 


prince of Orange and the Hollanders, as their pro- 
tectors. A treaty, commonly called the Pacihcation 


of Ghent, was formed by common agreement; and 


the removal of foreign troops, with the reſtoration. 


of their ancient tibertied: was the object which the 
provinces mutually ſtipulated to purſue. Don John 


of Auſtria, natural brother to Pailip, being ap- 
pointed governor, found, on his arrival at Luxem- 


bourg, that the States had fo fortified themſelves, and 


that the Spaniſh troops were fo divided by their ſitu- 
ation, that there was no poſſibility of reſiſtance; andhe 


agreed to the terms required of him. The Spaniards 
evacuated the country; and theſe provinces ſeemed 
at lalt to breathe a lictle from their calamities. 


Cam len, p. 453, 454. 
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Bur it was not eaſy to ſetile entire peace, while the 


w-— thirlt of revenge and dominion governed the king of 


1579. 


Spain, and whiſethe Fleminas were ſoſtronglyagitated 
with reſentment of paſt, and fear of future injuries. 
The ambition of Don John, who coveted this great 


theatre for his military tale 2BtS, engaged him rather 


to inflame than appeaſe the quarrel; and as he found 
the States determined to ir, poſe very {tric limitations 


on his authority, he broke all articles, ſeized Namur, 


and procured the recall of the Spaniſh army from 
Italy. This prince, endowed with a lofty | genius, 


and elated by the prol perous ſuccefſes of his yout! 


had opened his mind to vaſt undertakings; 100 


looking much beyond the conqueit of the fevolted 
provinces, had projected to eſpouſe the queen of 


Scots, and to e wre in her right the dominion of 
the Britith kingdoms *, Eliz zabeth was aware on his 


intentions; and ſeeing now, from the union of all 


the provinces, a fair pro ſpect of their making a long 


and vigorous defence againſt Spain, the no longer 
ſcrupled to embrace the protect ion of their liberties, 


which ſeemed ſo intimately connected with her own. 


ſafety. After ſending the: mn a ſum of money, about 


twenty thouland pounds, f for the immediate pay of 


their troops, ſhe concluded a treaty with them; in 
which ſhe Ripuleted to aſſiſt them with five thouſand 
foot and a thouſand horſe, at the charge of the Fle- 
mings; and to lend them a hundredthoufand pounds, 
on receiving the bonds of ſome of the moſt confi. 
derable towns of the Netherlands, for her repay- 


ment within the year. It was farther agreed, that 


the commander of the Engliſh army ſhould be ad- 


mitt: into the council of the States: and nothing 


be determined concerning war or Peace, without 


previouſly informing the queen or him of it; that 


they ou! d enter into no league without her conſent; 


: es p. . Grotius, lib. Iii. 
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that if: any diſcord aroſe among themſelves, it ſhould 
be referred to her arbitration ; and that it any 
prince, on Roy pretext, ſhould attempt hoſtilities 


againſt her, they ſhould fend to her aſſiſtance an 


army equal to that which ſhe had employed in their 
defence. This alliance was bgned on the 98 of 
January 1578 *. 


ONE conſiderable inducement to the queen 151 


entering into treaty with the States was, to prevent 
their th? owing themſelves into the arms of France; 


and ſhe was deſirous to make the king of Spain 


believe that it was her ſole motive. She repreſented 


to him, by her ambaſſador, Thomas Wilkes, that 
hitherto ſhe had religiouſſy ated the part of a good 
neighbour and ally; had refuſed the ſovereignty of 
Holland and Zealand, when offered her; had adde 
viled the prince of Orange to ſubmit to the king; and 
had even accompanied her counſel with MENACES, in 
caſe of his refuſal, She perlevered, ſhe ſaid, in the 
fame friendly intentions; and as à proof of it, 


would venture to interpoſe with ber advice for FO: 


compoſure of the preſent differences: Let Don 


ſohn, whom ſhe could not but regard as her mortal 
enemy, be recalled ; let ſome other prince more 
popular be ſubt ticuted i in Bis room; let the Spaniſh 
armies be withdrawn; let the Flemings be reſtored 


to their ancient liberties and privi leges : „ And if, 
alter theſe conceſſions, they were {till obFinate not 


to return to their duty, ſhe promiſed to join her 
arms with thoſe of the king of Spain, and force 


them to compliance. Philip diſſembled his reſent- 
ment againſt the queen; and fill continued to 


lupply Don John with money and troops. That 


prince, tlic gh Once repulſed at Rimenant by the 


valour of the F ng! {bh under Norris, and hough op- 


poled, as well by the army of the States as by prince 


Cafiiuir, who had conducted to ho Low Coun— 
tries a great body of Germans, paid by the queen, 


Camden, p. 466. . 
gained 
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ambition. The prince of Parma fucceeded to the 


their intereſts with her own, and had procured herſelf 
entire ſecurity from that quarter whence the moſt dan- 
gerous invaſions could be made upon her. She ſawin 
France her enemies, the Guiſes, though extremely 
powerful, yet counterbalanced by the hugonots, her 
_ zealous partiſans; and even hated by the king, 
who was jealous of their reſtleſs and exorbitant am. 


| pended all the political tranſactions of that age; 


gotiation and military exploits, made great propre; 
progreſs of the Spaniards by his arts, as well as by 
Bis arms. ns 

a profound tranquillity ; owing chiefly to the pru- 


to the wiſe precautions which ſhe employed in all 


cited the moſt obſtinate oppoſition among his own 
arms and policy were not likely ſoon to ſubdue. 
the pretender to her throne, was a priſouer in her 


hands; and by her impatience and high ſpirit had 
deen engaged in practices, which afforded the queen 
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gained a great advantage over the Flemings at 
Gemblours ; but was cut off in the midſt of his 
proſperity by poifon, given him ſecretly, as waz 
ſuſpected, by orders from Philip, who dreaded his 


command; who, uniting valour and clemency, ne. 


againſt the revolted Flemings, and advanced the 


_ Durinc theſe years, while Europe was almoſt 
every where in. great commotion, England enjoyed 


dence and vigour of the queen's adminiſtration, and 
her meaſures. By ſupporting the zealous proteſtants 


in Scotland, ſhe had twice given them the ſupe. 
riority over their antagoniſts, had cloſely connected 


bition. The bigotry of Philip gave her juſt ground 
of anxiety ; but the ſame bigotry had happily e. 


ſubjects, and had created him enemies, whom his 


The queen of Scots her antagoniſt and rival, and 


— — —— Poon} 84 


a pretence for rendering her confinement more n. 
gorous, and for cutting off her communication with 
her partiſans in England. 


RE1.1G610N was the capital point, on which de. 


I | and 


ELIZABETH, 


| ; 3 , 
and the queen's conduct in this particular, making CHAP, 


allowance for the prevailing prejudices of the times, 


could ſcarcely be acculed of ſeverity or 1unprudence. 
She eſtabliſhed no inquiſition into men's boſoms: 


She impoſed no oath of ſupremacy, except on thoſe 
F who. received truſt or emolument from the public: 
and though the exerciſe of every religion but the 
eſtabliſhed was prohibited by ſtatute, the violation 


of this law, by ſaying mals, and receiving the ſa- 


ment in private houſes, was, in many inſtances, 


connived at“; while, on the other hand, the ca- 


dtholics, in the beginning of her reign, ſhewed Attle 
| reluctance againſt going to chur ch. or frequenting 


the ordinary duties of public worſhip. . The pope, 
ſenſible that this practice would by degrees reconcile 
ail his partiſans to the reformed religion, haſtened 


© the publication of the bull, which excommunicated 
the queen, and treed her ſubje&ts from their oaths 


of allegiance ; and great pains were taken by the 


| emiſſaries of Rome, to render the breach between 


the two religions as wide as poſſible, and to make 
the frequenting of proteſtant churches appear highly 


criminal in the catholics“. Thele practices, witli 
the rebellion which enſued; increaſed the vigilance 
and ſeverity of the government; but the Romaniſts: 


if their condition were compared with that of the 


Nonconformiſts in other countries, and with their 
own maxims where they domineered, could not 
F juſtly complain of violence or perſecution. 


Tux queen appeared rather more anxious to keep 


E a ſtrict hand over the puritans; who, though their 
pretenſions were not ſo immediately dangerous to 
ber authority, ſeemed to be actuated by a more un- 
E reaſonable obſtinacy, and to retain claims, of which, 
both in civil and eccleſiaſtical matters, it was, as 
Jet, difficult to diſcern the tull {cope and intention. 


1 a imdey*- p. 459. W allingham 8 Leer! in Borbet, 


2 vol. ii. p · qi 8. Cabala, p. 406. 
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Some {ecret attempts of that ſect to eſtabliſh a f. 
Parate congregation and diſcipline had been care. 
fully repreſſed in the beginning of this reign * ; and 
when any of the eſtabliſhed clergy diſcovered a ten. 
dency to their principles, by omitting the legal habit 
or ceremonics, the queen had neun a determined 
reſolution to puniſh them by fines and deprivation”; 


though her orders to that purpole had been tre. 


quently eluded, by the ſecret protection which theſe 
ſectaries received from ſome of her moſt conſiderable 
courtiers. 

Bur what chiefly tended to gain Elizabeth the 
hearts of her Cabjetts, was, her frugality, which, 


though carried ſometimes to an extreme, led her not 


to amals trealures, but only to prevent impoſition; 
7 p 


upon her people, who were at that time very little 
accuſtomed to bear the burthens of government, 


By means of her rigid ceconomy, the paid all the 
debts which the found on the crown, with their ful 
intereſt ; though ſome of tacte debts had been con. 
tracted even during the reign of her father“. Some 
loans, wt ich ſhe had exacted at the coinnence- 
ment of her reign, were repaid by her; a practice 
in that age ſome what unuſual“: And he ettabIithe 


her credit on ſuch a Tooling, that no ſovercign in 


Europe coold more readiiy command any lum, 
Which the public exigencies nangh t at any time re. 
quire?, During this peaccable and uniform govan. 
ment, England forniches E materials for hiltory; 
and except the ima:1 Pat waich Elizabeth ook i 
foreign tr Ati en, there ſcarcæly paſſed any oc- 
currence which requires & particular detail. 

Tre moit memorable event in this period was 1 


ſeſſion of parliament, held on the Sth of February 


1576; where debates were Itarted, Which may ap- 


9 Strype's 2 of Parker, p. 242. Ibid, Life of Grindah 


p. 315. I Heylin, p. 165, 166 * D Ewes, p- 
deen. 446. D'Ewes, p. 246. b Ibid,. p. 24 
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appear ſomewhat curious and ſingular. Peter Went- 
E worth, a puritan, who had ſignalized himſelf in 


225 
CHAP. 
XL. 
1579. 
1 


| W former parliaments by his free and undaunted ſpirit, 
- W opened this ſeſſion with a premeditated harangue, 
; W which drew on him the indignation of the houle, 
( : and gave great offence to the queen and the mi- 
niſters. As it ſeems to contain a rude ſketch of 
- W thoſe principles of liberty which happily gained at- 
e terwards the aſcendant in England, it may not be 
e W improper to give, in a few words, the ſubſtance of 
W it He premiſed, that the very name of liberty is 
e ſweet ; but the thing itſelf is precious beyond the 
, moſt ineſtimable treaſure: And that it behoved 


le and abandon what of all earthly poſſeſſions was of 
it. the higheſt value to the kingdom. He then pro- 


be ceeded to obſerve, that freedom of ſpeech in that 


ul houſe, a privilege ſo uſeful both to ſovereign and 


n. ſubject, had been formerly infringed in many eſſential 


me WF articles, and was at preſent expoſed to the molt im- 
de- minent danger: That it was uſual, when any ſubject 
ice of importance was handled, eſpecially if it regarded 


ned religion, to ſurmiſe, that theſe topics were difagree- 


un WW able to the queen, and that the farther proceeding 
in, in them would draw down her indignation upon their 


re. temerity : That Solomon had jultly affirmed the 
. king's diſpleaſure to be a meſſenger of death; and 


17; it was no wonder if men, even though urged by 


£ 11 W'motives of conſcience and duty, ſhould be inclined ; 


to ſtop ſhort, when they found themſclves expoled 
to {o ſevere a penalty: That, by the employing of 


blerving their country, and even from ſerving the 
blatterers, were thereby rendered inacceſble to the 
moſt ſalutary truths : That it was a mockery to 
call an aſſembly a parliament, yet deny it that privi- 


Vo. V. Q ee ien 


them to be careful, leſt, contenting themſelves with 
1; W the ſweetneſs of the name, they forego the ſubſtance, 


this argument, the houſe was incapacitated from 


queen herſelf; whoſe ears, beſieged by pernicious 


lege, which was ſo efſential to its being, and without 


226 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


c HAP. which it muſt degenerate into an abject ſchool of 


XL, 
8 


ſervility and diſſimulation: That, as the parliament 
vas the great guardian of the laws, t they ought to 
have liberty to diſcharge their truſt, and to maintain 
that authority whence even kings themſelves derive 
their being: That a king was conſtituted ſuch by 
law, and though he was not dependent on man, yet 
was he ſubordinate to God and the law, and wa; 
obliged to make ther preſcriptions, not his own 
WI in, the rule of his conduct: That even his com. 
miſſion, as God's vicegerent, enforced, inſtead of 
lootening, this obligation; ſince he was thereby in- 
veſted with authority to execute on earth the will of 


God, which is nothing bur law and juſtice : That 
though theſe ſurmiſes of diſpleaſing the queen by 


their proceedings had impeached, in a very efſentia 
point, all freedom of ſpeech, a privilege granted 
them by a ſpecial law; yet was there a more er- 


prels and more dangerous invaſion made on their 
liberties, by frequent meſſages from the throne: 


That it had become a practice, when the houſe wa 
entering on any queſtion, either eccleſiaſtical or cl 


to bring an order from the queen, inhibiting then 


abſolutely from treating of ſuch matters, and debar 


ring them from all farther diſcuſſion of theſe mo- 


mentous articles: That the prelates, emboldened bj 
her royal protection, had aſſumed a deciſive power il 
5 queſt! ions of religion, and required that 2 

e ſhould maphicatly ſubmit his faith to their 21 

5655 determinations: That the love which he - 
his ſovereign forbade him to be filent under fuct 

abuſes, or to ſacrifice, on this important occaiion 
his duty to ſervile flattery and complaiſance : And 
that as no earthly creature was exempt from fault 
ſo neither was the queen herſelf ; but, in impoliny 


this ſervitude on her faithful commons, ſhe had com- 


mitted a great, and even dangerous, fault againl 
herſelf and the whole commonwealth ©. 


D Ewes, p. 236, 237, &c. 
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rtr is eaſy to obſerve, from this ſpeech, that, in © H A p. 
KK | | „ 

mis dawn of liberty, the parliamentary ſtyle was {till — 

\ {W crude and unformed; and that the proper decorum 1379. 

ot attacking miniſters and counſellors, without in- 

e MW tcrefting the honour of the crown, or mentioning 

„te perlon of the ſovereign, was not yet entirely 

+ ettabliſhed. The commons expreſſed great di- 


pleaſure at this unufual licence: They ſequeſtered 
Wentworth from the houſe, and ne him pri- 
n. bner to the ſerjeant at arms. They even ordered 
of WT him to be examined by a committee, conſiſting of all 
n. thoſe members, who were alſo members of the privy- 
of WW council; and a report to be next day made to the 
at MW houſe. This committee met in the ſtar-cham ber, 
by W and, wearing the aſpect of that arbitrary court, ſum- 
ml We Wentworth to appear before chem and 
tel answer for his behaviour. But though the commons 
ex. had diſcovered fo little delicacy or precaution, in 


4 
WI 


ir chus confounding their own authority with that of 


ne: the ſtar- chamber; ; Wentworth better underſtood tl 

was principles of liberty, and refuſed to give theſe coun- 
vi, ſellors any account of his conduct in parliament, till 
zem he were ſatisfied that they acted, not as members of 
bar. the brit council, but as a committee of the houſe “. 
mo. He juſtified his liberty of ſpeech, by pleading the 
ah rgour and hardſhip of the quecn's meſſages; and 
erin N notwithſtanding that the committee ſhewed him, by 
very inſtances in other reigus, that the pra ctice of lending 


arb- uch meſſages was not unprecedented, he would not 


bote gree to expreis any ſorrow or rc Pentanee. The 
ſuch Wile of the affair was, that, after a month's confine- 
6 


nent, the queen ſent to the commons, infor ming 


And them, that, from her ſpecial grace and favour, the 
Cault, bad reſtored him to his liberty, and to his place | in 
oling the bouſe*. By this leeming lenity, ſhe indirectly 
com etained the power which {he had 1 of im- 
rain prifoning the members, aud obliging them to anſwer 


D' Exwes, p. 241. Ip petth.: Pn 5 
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0 1 2 before her for their conduct in parliament. And ſi 
— Walter Mildmay endeavoured to make the hoyſ 


1579. 


ſenſible of her majeſty's goodneſs in fo gently remit. 
ting the indignation which ſhe might juſtly conceiyg 


at the temerity of their member: But he informe4 


_ willingly acquieſced in this ſovereign and peremptor 


with all humbleneſs (ſuch is their expreſſion), Ut 


them, that they had not the liberty of ſpeaking whit 


and of whom they pleaſed ; and that indiſcreet free, 
doms uſed in that houſe had, both in the preſent and 
foregoing ages, met with a proper chaſtiſement. H. 
warned them, therefore, not to abuſe farther th: 
queen's clemency ; left ſhe be conſtrained, contrary 


to her inclination, to turn an unſucceſsful lenity inte 


a neceſſary ſeverity f, 


Tre behaviour of the two houſes was, in even 


other reſpect, equally tame and ſubmiſſive. Inſtex 


of a bill, which was at firſt introduced *, for the r: 
formation of the church, they were contented to 
preſent a petition to her majeſty for that purpobe: 
And when the told them that ſhe would give orcer 
to her bithops to amend all abuſes, and if they wer 
negligent, the would herſelf, by her ſupreme pove 


and authority over the church, give ſuch redreſs 


would entirely fatisfy the nation; the parliament 


deciſion k. „ 

TrHover the commons ſhewed fo little ſpirit i 
oppoſing the authority of the crown, they maintait 
ed, this ſeſſion, their dignity againſt an encroachmen 
of the peers, and would not agree to a conferene 
which, they thought, was demanded of them in 
irregular manner. They acknowledged, howent, 


ſuperiority of the lords: They only refuted to gi 
that houſe any reaſon for their proceedings; 208 
aſſerted, that where they altered a bill ſent them "8 
the peers, it belonged to them to deſire a conterenc 
not to the upper houſe to require it. 

t D'Ewes, p. 259. E Ibid. p. 252. h Ibid. p. 2 

« Ibid. p. 263. 15 Ti | 
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Taz commons granted an aid of one ſubſidy and 


two fifteenths. Mildmay, in order to ſatisfy the 
E houſe concerning the reaſonableneſs of this grant, 


entered into a detail of the queen's paſt expences 
in ſupporting the government, and of the increaſing 
| charges of the crown, from the daily increaſe in the 
price of all commodities. He did not, however, for- 
get to admoniſh them, that they were to regard this 
detail as the pure effect of the queen” s condeſcen- 
on, ſince ſhe was not bound to give chem any ac- 

count how ſhe employed her trealure “. 


* D'Ewes, p. 246. 
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CHAP $1, 


Afairs of Scotland. Spaniſh affair SE Fn Fran! 
Drahe—— A parliaments - Negotiations of mar. 
riage with the duke of Anjot 1 AR 's of Jett 
TR ro of QUEEN Mary to Flizabeth—— 
Conſpiracies in Fngland———4 parliament— 
The ecclefraſt: 75 commiſſion—— AFairs of the Lig 
Countriè 1 Jities with ain. 


THE greateſt and moſt abſolute focurity that 
Elizabet b enjoyed during her whole reign, 


never exempted her from vioilance and a ages 
but the ſcene Bean now to be more overcalt, 


dangers graduaily multiphed on her from W 
one quarter. | 

THE earl of Morton had hitherto retained Scot: 
land in ſtrict alliance with the queen, and had all 


reſtored domeſtic tranquillity to that kingdom : But 


it was not to be expected that the tactitious and |: ol 
authority of a regent would long maintain itſelf m 
a country unacquamted with Jaw and order ; Where 


even the natural dominion of hereditary princes {0 


often met with oppoſition and control. The nob: 


lity began anew to break into factions : The peopi 
were diſguſted with fome inſtancées of Morton's avi 


rice: And the clergy, who complained of farthe! 


. EUCTOA .chments on their narrow rex cnue, joined and 


increaſed the 0 content of the other orders. The 
regent was 2 ible of his dangerous ſituation; and 
having dropped ſome. pecviſh EX preſſions, as i: Ie 
were willing or deſirous to reſign, the noblemen d 


the oppoſite party, favourites of the young Kh 
laid hold of this couceffion, and required that de 


1111{100 
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ar- 
ii. appeared inſipid after the agitations of ambition, or 
— thinking it time to throw oft 8 he came 
. again to court; acquired an aſcendant in the coun- ; 
MW ca; and, though he reſumed not the title of regent, 
roverned with the ſame authority as before. The 
oppoſite party, after holding ſeparate conventions, 
ha 425 to arms, on pretence of delivering their prince 
„ from captivity, and reſtoring him to the free exerciſe 
By ot his government: Queen Elizabeth interpoſed Dy. 
"nd | her ambatlador, bir Robert Bowes, and meciats ou 
un in agreement between the factions: Morton kept 
poſſe fion of the government ; but his enemies were 
0 numerous and vigilant; and is authority leemed to 
N become every day more precarious. 


appeared at Stirling, v. 


miſſion which he ſeemed ſo frankly to offer them, CHAP. 
ſames was at this time but eleven years of age; yet c. 7 
Morton, having ſecured himſelf, as he imagined, by 158. 


a general pardon, reſigned his authority into the 


hands of the king, who pretended to conduct, in his 
own name, the adminiſtration of the kingdom. The 


| regent retired from the government; and ſeemed to 
employ himſelf entirely in the care of his domeſtic 
affairs; but, either tired with this tranquillity, which 


| THe count d'Aubi nens of the houſe 7 Lenox, 
couſin- german to the king's father, had been born 
and educated: in France; and, being à young man 
|, of good addreſs and a ſweet difpof ition, he appeared 
to the duke of Guiſe a proper inſtrument for detach- 
ing James from the Knglith intereſt, and connecting 


him with his mother an: 4 her relations e no ſooner 


lere a reſided, than he 
acquired the affections of 


the PETS LITXOJLAarc No: 3 and, | 


joining his intere {t V1 chi : e 61 James Stuart, 0 F 2 
| the || oule of Ochiltree A.M ch of prolligate manners, 4 
ö who had acquired This | King's flavour, he employed 1 
| himſe Af, under the app Sara! 1b of p! ay and amuſe- : . 
ment, in inſtilling into tie tet ade r mind of the Prince 4 
new kntiments of politics and d gOVer ament. He re | 
| Q 4 | prelent ed 5 
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preſented to him the injuſtice which had been done 
to Mary m her depoſition, and made him entertain 
thoughts either of reſigning the crown into her hands, 


or of aſſociating her with him in the adminiſtration, 


Elizabeth, alarmed at the danger which might enſue 
from the prevalence of this intereſt in Scotland, ſent 


anew fir Robert Bowes to Stirling; and, accuſing 


d' Aubigney, now created earl of Lenox, of an at. 


tachment to the French, warned James againſt enter. 
taining ſuch ſuſpicious and dangerous connections“, 


The king excuſed himſelf, by ſir Alexander Hume, 


his amballador; ; and Lenox, finding that the queen 
had openly declared againſt him, was farther con- 
firmed in bis intentions of overturning the Engliſh 


_ Intereſt, and particul arly of ruining Morton, who 


was regarded as the head of it. That nobleman Was 
arreſted i in council, accuſed as an accomplice in the 


late king's murder, committed to priſon, brought to 


trial, and condemned to ſuffer as a traitor. He con- 
feſſed that Bothwel had communicated to him the 
deſign, had pleaded Mary's conſent, and had deſired 
his concurrence ; but he denied that he himſelf had 


ever expreſſed any approbation of the crime; and, 


in excuſe for his concealing it, he alleged the dang 


of revealing the ſecret, either to Henry, who had no 


reſolution nor conſtancy, or to Mary, who appeared 
to be an accomplice in the murder. Sir Thomas 
Randolph was ſent by the queen to intercede in fa- 
your of Morton; and that ambaſſador, not content 
wich diſcharging this duty of his function, engaged, 
by his perſuaſion, the earls of Argyle, Montrole 
Angus, Marre, and Glencarne, to enter into a con- 
federacy for protecting, even by force of arms, the 
life of the prifoner. The more to overawe that 


nobleman's enemies, Elizabeth ordered forces to be 


1 Diggee, p. 412. 428. Metvil, p. 130. " Spotſwood, p. 309. 
* Thid. p. 314. Crawford, p. 353• Moy ſe's Memoirs, p. 54 


aſſembled 


'PLIZARETH:. 


zſſembled on the borders of England; but this ex- H A p. 


pedient ſerved only to haſten his ſentence and exe- 
cution *. Morton died with that conſtancy and reſo- 
lution, which had attended him through all the va- 


| rious events of his life; and leit a e which 
vas leſs diſputed with reg ard to abilities than probity 
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1590 


and virtue. But this concluſion of the ſcene hap- 


pened not till the ſu! ſequent Vear. Ho 
ELIZABETH was, during this period, extremely 
anxious on Account of every rev rolution1 in Scotland; 


Spaniſh 
. 


both becauſe that country alon ne, not being ſeparated 


from England by ſca, and bordering on all the ca- 


a ſafe and eaſy method of attacking her; and becauſe 


t, ſhe was ſenſible, that Mary, thinking herfelf aban- 
doned by the French monarch, had been engaged 
by the Guiſes to have recourſe to the powerful pro- 
tection of Philip, who, though he had not yet come 


to an open rupture with the queen, was every day, 
both by the injuries which he comm itted and ſuffer- 


ed, more exaſperated againſt her. That he might 
: retaliate the aſſiſtance v bich ſhe gave to his rebels in 
the Low Countries, he had "Io under the name of 
| the pope ', a body of leven hundred Spaniards and 
| Italians into Ireland; where the inhabitants, always 
turbulent, and diſcontented with the Englith govern- 
ment, were now more alienated by religious pre- 
| judices, and were ready to join every invader. The 
| Spaniſh general, San Joſepho, built a fort in Kerry; 
and, being there beſieged by the earl of Ormond, 

| reſident of Munſter, who was ſoon after joined by 
| lord Grav. 100 deputy, he made a weak and cow- 
ardly deſence. Aiter ſome aſſaults, ſeebly ſuſtained, 
be ſurrendered at diſcretion; and Gray, who com- 

manded but a ſmall force, finding himſelf incum 


bered with lo many priſoners, put all the Spaniards 


* Spotſwood, P. 217 „ Dizges „ 


and 


| tholic and malcontent counties, afforded her enemies 
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and Italians to the ſword without mercy, and hanged 
about fifteen hundred of the Iriſh: A cruelty which 
gave great diſpleaſure to Elizabeth“. 

Warn the Engliſh ambaſſador made COMP 
of this invaſion, he was anſwered by like complain: 
of the piracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold 


ſeaman, who had aſſaulted the Spaniards in the place 


where they deemed themſelves molt ſecure, in the 
new world. This man, ſprung from mean parents in 


the county of Devon, hav ing acquired conſiderable 


riches by depred ations made in the iſthmus of Pana. 
ma, and having there gotten a igl it of the Pacific 
Ocean, was ſo ſtimulated by ambition and avarice, 


that he ſcrupled not to employ his whole fortune in 


a new adventure through thoſe ſeas, fo much un— 
known at that time to all the European nations“, 


By means of fir C hriſtopher Hatton, then vice. 
y . 


Purchas's Pilgrim, vol. i, p 40. 


chamberlain, a great favourite of the queen's, he ob. 
tained her conſent and approbation ; and he ſet {ail 
from Plymouth in 1577, with four ſhips and a pin- 

nace, on board of which were one hundred and ſixty- 
four able ſailors . He paſſed into the South Sea by 
the Straits of Magellan, and attacking the Spaniards, 
who expected no enemy in thoſe quarters, he took 


many rich prizes, and prepared to return with the 


booty which he had acquir 0 Apprehenſive of being 
intercepted by the enemy, if he took the ſame way 


homewards,. by which he 155 reached the Pacific 


Ocean, he attempted to find a paſſage by the ys 


of California; and failing in that enterpriſe, he {« 


fail for the Eaſt Indies, and returned ſafely this year 
by the Cape of Good Ho pe. He was the tut 
Engliſhman who failed round the globe; and tle 


firit commander in chief: For Magellan, whoſe ſhip 


3 Camden, p. 475. Cox's Hiſt. of Ireland, p. 368. 
r Camden, p. 478. Stowe, 5 689. 
»Camdon, P. 478. Hak] uyr's V 07 ages, vol. 111. p- 730. 74% 


executed 


E LI L A B E T f. 


executed the ſame adventure, died in his paſſage. 9 
His name became celebrated on account of fo bold —, 


and F an attempt; but many, apprehending 
the reſentment of the 8 paniards, endeavoured to per- 
ſuade the queen, that it would be more prudent to 
diſavow the enterpriſe, to punith Drake, and to re- 
fore the treaſure. But Elizabeth, who admired va- 
lour, and was allured by the proſpect of tharing in 


the booty, determined to „„ that gallant 


ſaillor: She conferred on him the honour of knight- 
hood, and accepted of a banquet from him, at Dept- 
ford, on board the {ſhip which had aichieved fo me- 
morale a voyage. When Philip's ambaſſador, Men- 
doza, exclaimed againſt Drake's piracies, ſhe told 
him that the Spaniards, by arrogating a right to the 
whole new world, and excluding thence all other 
Luropean nations, who ſhould fai! thither, even with 
a view of exerciſing the molt lawful commerce, na- 
turally tempted others to make a violent irruption 
| into thoſe countries:. To pacify, however, the ca- 
E tholic monarch, ſhe cauſed part of the booty to be 
| reſtored to Pedro Sebura, a Spaniard, who pretended 
to be agent for the merchants whom Drake had 
polled. Having learned afterwards, that Philip had 
ſeized the money, and had employed part of it 
againſt herſelf in Ireland, part of it in the pay of the 
prince of Parma's troops, ſhe determined to make 
| 10 more reſtitutions. 
THERE was another cavls. which induced the 
qucen to take this reſolution: She was in ſuch want 
| of money, that the was obliged to aſſemble a par- 
lament, a meaſure, which, as ſhe herſelt openly de- 
lared, he never embraced, except W hen conſtrained _ 
by the necetlity of her affairs. The parliament, be- 
llies granting her a ſupply of one ſubſidy and two 
teenths, enacted ſome ſtatutes for the ſecurity wh 
Her g Soscinment, chicfly againſt the attempts of the 


Camden, p. 480. 


catholics. 
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CHAP. catholics. Whoever, in any way, reconciled any one 


XLI. 


| to the church of Rome, or was himſelf reconciled, 


1581. 


was declared to be guilty of treaton ; ; to lay maſs was 
ſubjected to the penalty of a year's impriſonment, 


and a fine of two hundred marks ; the being preſent 
was puniihable by a year” s 1mprifonment, and a fine 
of one hundred marks: A fine of twenty pounds 


a month was impoſed on every one who continued, 


during that time, abſent from church *. To utter 
ſlanderous or editions words againſt the queen was 


puniſhable, for the firſt offence, with the piltory 5 


loſs of ears; the ſecond offence was declared felony: 
The writing or printing of ſuch words was Felony 


EVEN ON the fir {t offence. The puritans prevailed 


fo far as to have farther applications made for re- 
formation in religion“: And Paul Wentworth, bro. 
ther to the member of that name who had diſtin. 


guiſhed himſelf in the preceding ſeſſion, moved, That 


the commons, from their own authority, ſhould ap- 


point 2 general faſt and prayers : A motion, to which 
the houſe unwarily aſſented. For this preſumption, 


they were ſeverely reprimanded by a meſſage from 
the queen, as encroaching on the royal prerogative 
and ſupremacy ; and they were obliged to ſubmit, 


and aſk forgiveneſs”. 


Tre queen and load were engaged to paſs 


theſe ſevere laws againſt the catholics, by ſome late 


diſcoveries of the treaſonable practices of their prieſts. 
When the ancient worſhip was ſuppreſſed, and the 
reformation introduced into the univerſities, the king 


of Spain reflected, that, as ſome ſpecies of literature 


was neceflary tor ſupporting thele doctrines and con- 
troverſies, the Romiſh communion muſt decay in 
F.ngland, if no means were found to give erudition 
to the eccleſiaſtics; and for this reaſon, he founded 


a ſeminary at Douay, where the catholics ſent their 


children, chietly ſuch as were intended for thc 


u 23 Eliz. cap. 1. bid. cap. 2. 
x D' Ewes, p. 302. Y Thid. p. 284, 285. 
prieſthoos, 


ELIZABETH, 


prieſthood, 1 in order to receive. the radiments of © 8: A P. 
LI. 


their education Lhe cardinal of Lorraine imi- _ 
tated this example, by erecting a like ſeminary in 
his dioceſe of Rheims; and though Rome was 
ſomewhat diltant, the pope would not neglect to 
adorn, by a foundation of the ſame nature, that c. 
pital of orthodoxy. Theſe ſeminaries, founded with 
ſo hoſtile an intention, ſent over every year a colony 
of prieſts, who maintained the catholic ſuperſtition 
in its full height of bigotry; and being educated 
with a view to the crown of marivrdom, were not 
deterred, either by danger or lat: igue, From main- 
taining and propagating their principles, They 
:nfoſed: into all their votaries an extreme hatred 
againſt the queen, whom they treated as an uſurp- 
er, a ſchiſmatic, a heretic, a a periecutor of the or- 
thodox, and one folemnly and publicty anathema- 
tiled by the holy father. Sedition, rebellion, ſome— 
times aflaſhnation, were the expedlients by Wh ich 
they intended to effect their purpoſes againſt her; 
and the ſevere reſtraint, not to lay perſecution, un⸗ 
der which the carholics laboured, made them the 
more willingly receive, from their cholily tathers, 
ſuch violent doQrines. 

THESE femineries were all of them under the di- 
rection of the jeſuits, a new order of regular prieſts 
erected in Europe, when the court if Rome per- 
ceived, that the lazy monks and degga ry friars, 
who ſufficed in times of ignorance, were no longer 
able to defend the ramparts of the church, affailed 
on every fide, and that the inquilitive ſpirit of the 
age required a ſocicty more active and more Tearn- 
ed, to oppole its dangerous progreſs. Thee men, 
as they ſtood foremoit in the conteſt againit the 
proteſtants, drew on them the extreme animoſity of 
that whole fect ; and, by aſſuming a ſuper! ority over 
the other more dumerdos and more ancient Orders 
of their own communion, were even expoſed to the 
envy of their brethren : So char 1 it is no wonder, if 
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CHAP. the blame, to which their principles and conduct 


X Ll. 


— — mig 


1581. 


ht be expoſed, has, in many inſtances, been 
much exaggerated. This reproach, however; they 
muſt hear from poſterity, that, by the very nature of 
their inſtitution, they were engaged to pervert learn. 


ing, the only effeQtual remedy againſt ſuperſtition, 
into a NOTION of that infirmity ; - and, ONE 


erudition was chiefly of the eccle ſialtical and ſe 

laſtic kind (hon gh a few members have ale 
polite literature), they were only the more enabled, 
by that atquiſition; to refine away the plaineit dic- 


tates of morality, and to erect a regular ſyſtem of 
caſuiſtry, by which Prevarication, perjury, and every 
crime, when it ſerved their ghoſtly purpoles, mig Alt 


be juſtified and detended. 
IHE jeſuits, as devoted ſervants to the court of 


Rome, exalted the prerogative of the ſovereign 


pontiff above all earthly power ; and, by maintaining 


bis authority of depoſing kings, ſet no bounds either 


to his ſpiritual or temporal juriſdiction. This doc- 
trine became {o prevalent among the zealous ca- 


tholics in England, that the excommunication * 


minated e gainſt Elizabeth excited many ſcruples ot 
a ſingular kind, to which it behov d the holy father 
to provide a remedy. The bull of Pius, in ablc! 
ing the ſubjects from their oaths of allegiance, com- 
manded them to refill the queen's ulurpation ; and 
many Romaniſts were apprehenſive, that, by this 
clauſe, they were obliged in conſcience, even though 
no favourable opportunit ty offered, to rebel again 
her, and that no dangers or dit Beulties could tree 
them from this indiſpenſable duty. But Parſons and 
Campion, two jeſuits, Were ſent over with a tt 
gation and ex} anation of the doctrine; and they 
taught their di oles, that though the bull was for 
ever binding on - 'zabeth and her partiſans, it did 
not oblige the cad cs to obedience, except when 
: the ſovercign POL Huld think proper, by a neu 
— — ſummo 


1 
t 
e 
P 
f 
[ 
4 


| ſummons, to require | Hs 


to Elizabeth; 


| an agent of his ow 


ELIZABETH: 


His execution was ordered at the very 
proſecuted, with the greatelt appearance of ſuccels, 
his marriage with the queen; and this ſeverity was 
probably intended to appeaſe her proteſtant ſubjects, 
and to- ſatisfy them, that whatever meafures ſhe 
might purſue, ſhe never would depart irom the 
me of the reformation. 

Tuk duke of Alencon, 
Anjou, had never en tirely dropped his pretenfions | 
and that princeſs, though her ſuitor 
was near twenty-five years younger than herſelf, and 


bad no knowledge of her perſon, but by pictures Or. 
| en was ſtill pleaſed with the image, which 


his addreſſes afforded her, of love and tenderneſs. 
The duke, in order to forward his ſuit, beſides em- 


ploying his brothet 4 ambaſſador, ſent over Simier 
an artful man, of an agree- 
able converſation : j hs ſoon remarking the queen” 8 
| humour, amuſed her with gay diſcourle „and inſtead 
| of ſerious political reaſonings, which, he found, only 
F awakened her ambition, 
tereſts, he introduced every moment all the topics 
of paſſion and of gallantry. 
found in this man's company, 
familiarity between them; 1 8 0 amidſt the greateſt 
| hurry of buſineſs, her moſt coniidential miniſters 
had not ſuch ready acceſs to her, as had Simier, 
who, on pretence of ncgotiation, entertained her 
with accounts of the tender attachment borne her 
by the duke of Anjou. The 
had never before been alarmed with any courtſhip 
[payed her, and who always truſted, that her love 
ok dominion would prevail over her inclination to 


and hurt his maiter's in- 


oon produced 4 


# Camden, p. 477. 


mar riage, 


he was publicly 


now created duke of 


Ihe pleaſure which ſhe 


earl of Leiceſter, who 
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| Campion was afterwards c H AP. 
detected in treaſonabſe practices; and being put to ZN | 
the rack, and confeſling e! guilt, 
executed. 
time when the duke or An njou was in England, and 


Negotia- 
tions of 
marriage 
Wich tlie 
duke of 

Anjou. 
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CHAP, marriage, began to apprehend, that ſhe was at hf 

3 caught in her own ſnare, and that the artful encoy. 

1581. Tagement which ſhe had given to this young ſuitot 

had unawares engaged her affections, To rendes 

Simier odious, he availed himſelf of the credulity 

of the times, and ſpread reports, that that miniſte 

had gained an aſcendant over the queen, not by any 

natural principles of her conſtitution, but by incan, 

_ tations and love-potions. Simier, in revenge, en. 

deavoured to diſcredit Leiceſter with the queen; 

and he revealed to her a ſecret, which none of ber 

courtiers dared to 1 that this nobleman wy 

ſecretly, without her conſent, married to the widoy 

of the carl of Effex; an action which the queen in. 

terpreted either to proceed from want of reſpect t 

her, or as a violation of their mutual attachment; 

and which fo provoked her, that ſhe threatened to 

ſend him to the Tower *. The quarrel went ſo fa 

between Leiceſter and the French agent, that the 

former was ſuſpected of having employed one Ii. 

dor, a bravo, to take away the life of his enemy; 

and the queen thought ir neceflary, by proclamation, 

to 11 Since under her immediate proteclion. U 

happened, that while Elizabeth was rowed in he 

barge on the Thames, attended by Simier, and ſom 

of her erer a ſhot was fired which wounded ont 

of the bargemen; ; but the queen finding, upon in. 

quiry, that the pore BAR been diſcharged by acc 

dent, cave the a on his liberty, without farthe 

punifhmient. So ter was ſhe from entertaining an 

ſuſpicion againſt hr people, that ſhe was often heard 

to fay, © That ſhe would lend credit to nothing 

_* againit them, which par ents would n not believed 
« their own children“. 

THE dukeof An] jou, encoura ged by theaccounts boy 

him of the queen's prepoſſeſſions in his favour, pai 

her ſecretly a viſit at Greenwich; and after ſome col 


Camden, p. 471. > Idem, ibid. 


— — — oo, „ Sn, 


ferenc! 


co 82 


— 


known, he departed. 


ELTZABETY. 


Henry had ſent over on this occaſion a 


that after the marriage he ſhould 


that their children, male 


that if there be 


It was 
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| ference with her, the purport of which is not H Ap. 
It appeared that, though ZE, 
F his figure was not advantageous, he had loſt no 
round by being perſonally known to her; and 
ſoon after, ſhe commanded Bu rrleigh, now treaſurer, 

E Suſſex, Leiceſter, Bedford, Lincoln, Hatton, and 
| ſecretary Walfingham, to concert with the French 
ambaſſadors the terms of the intended contract of 
| marriage. 
ſplendid embaſſy, conſiſting of Francis de Bourbon, 
| prince dauphin, and many conſiderable noblemen ; 
and as the queen had in a manner the power of pre- 
ſcribing what terms ſhe pleaſed, the articles were 
E ſoon ſettled with the E neliſh commiſſioners. 
agreed that the marriage ſhould be celebrated within 
4 fix weeks after the ratification of the articles; that 
the duke and his retinue ſhould have the exerciſe of 
their religion; 
bear the "title of King, but the adminiſtration re- 
main ſolely in the queen; 
or female, ſhould facceed to the crown of England? 
that if there be two males, the elder, in caſe of 
FE Henry's death without iſſue, ſhould be king of 
France, the younger of England; 
but one male, and he ſucceed to the crown of 
France, he ſhould be obliged to reſide in England 
eight months every two ycars ; that the Bus and 
| cuſtoms of England ſhould be preſerved inviolate; 
and that no foreigner mould be promot ted by the 
duke to any office in I. poland ?. 


1581. 


THESE articles, providing for the ſecu: rity of - 


Fnoland, in cafe of its annexation to the crown of 
France, opened but a diſmal proſpect to the Eng- 
Jiſh; had not the age of Elizabeth, who Was now 
in her forty-ninth year, c. ontributed very much to 


alay their apprehenfions of this nature. The queen 


F | 5 
allo, as a proof of her fill remaining uncertainty, 
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CHAP. added a clauſe, that ſhe was not bound to comnlete 


XLI I. 
— En 
1581. 


the marriage, till farther articles, which were nt 


ſpeciſied, ſhould be agreed on between the parties, 


and till the king of France be certified of this agree. 


ment. Soon after, the queen ſent over Walſingham 


as ambaſſador to France, in order to form cloſer 
connections with Henry, and enter into a league 


offenſive and defenſive againſt the increaſing power 


and dangerous uſurpations of Spain. The French 
King, who had been extremely diſturbed with the 


unquiet ſpirit, the reſtleſs ambition, the enterpriſing 


yet timid and inconſtant diſpoſition of Anjou, had 
already fought to free the Kingdom from his in. 
trigues, by opening a ſcene for bis activity in Flan. 
ders; and having allowed him to embrace the pro. 


tection of the States, had ſecretly ſupplied him with 
men and money for the undertaking. The proſpet 
ol ſettling him in England was for a like reaſon very 


agreeable to that monarch ; and he was defirous to 
cultivate, by every expedient, the favourable ſen- 
timents which Elizabeth ſeemed to entertain towards 
him. But this princeſs, though ſhe had gone tar- 
ther in her amorous © dalliance "than could be jultt- 
fied or accounted for by any principles of policy, 
was not yet determined to carry matters to a final 
concluſion; and ſhe confined Walſingham in his 
inſtructions to negotiating conditions of a mutual 
alliance between France and England“. Henry with 
reluctance ſubmitted to hold conferences on that 
ſubject ; but no ſooner had Walſingham begun to 
ſertle the terms of alliance, than he was informed 
that the queen, foreſeeing hoſtility with Spain to be 
the reſult of this contederacy, had declared that ſhe 
would preter the marriage with the war, before the 
war without the marriage“. The French court, 
pleaſed with this change of reſolution, broke off the 
conferences concerning the league, and opencd 3 


© Digges, p. 387. 396, 408. 426. bid. P- 352. 


* Ibid. p. 375. 591. : 
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ELI ZABETH. 


marriage, and ae e Waben to renew the 


conferences for that purpoſe. Before he had leiſure 


to bring this point to maturity, he was interrupted 


by a new change of reſolution s; and not only the 


Ix the courſe of this affair, Elizabeth felt 0 b 
variety of intentions, from a new conteſt between 
her reaſon and her ruling paſſions. The duke of 


Anjou expected from her ſome money, by which he 
might be enabled to open the campaign in Flanders; 
and the queen herſelf, though her frugality made 
her long reluctant, was ſenſible that this ſupply was 
neceſſary; and he was at laſt induced, after much 
heſitation, to comply with his requeſt*, She ſent 


him a preſent of a hundred thouſand crowns ; by 


| which, joined to his own demelnes, and the aſſiſt- 
ance of his brother and the queen- -dowager, he 
levied an army, and took the field againſt the prince 
of Parma. He was ſucceſsful in raiſing the ſiege 
of Cambray; and being choſen by the States 
governor of the Netherlands, he put his army into 
| winter-quarters, and came over to England in order 
W to proſecute his ſuit to the queen. The reception 
| winch he met with made him expect entire ſucceſs, 
| and gave him hopes that Elizabeth had ſurmounted 
all ſcruples, and was finally determined to make 
choice of him for her huſband. In the midſt of the 
| pomp which attended the anniverſary of her coro- 


[Diego v. 392. E Ibid. p. 408. h See note 2 


at the end of the volume. | Digges, p. 357. 307 ' 388. 409. 
426.439. N xv. p. 793. 


1 nation, 


A 


court of France, but Walſingham himſelf, Burleigh, 

| and all the wiſeſt miniſters of Elizabeth, were in 
zmazement, doubtful where this conteſt between in- 
| clination and reaſon, love and ee would at 
laſt terminate“. 


Nov. 17. 
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E LA F- nation, ſhe was ſeen, after long and intimate dif. 
— — courſe with him, to take a ring from her own finger, 


* marr 1a 88 


and to put it upon his; and all the ſpectators con. 
cluded, that in this ceremony the bad given him: 
promiſe ok marriage, and was even defirous of fi 
nifying her intentions to all the world. St. Alde. 


gonde, ambaſſador from the States, diſpatched im. 


mediately a letter to his maſters, informing them of 


this great event; and the inhabitants of Antwery, 


who as well as the other Flemings regarded. the 
queen as A kind of tutelar divinity, teſtified thei 


joy by. bonfires and the diſcharge of their great ord. 


nance A puritan of Lincoln's Inn had written; 
paſſionate book, which he intitled, “ The Gulph in 
„ which England will be ſwallowed by the French 
. He was apprehended and profecutet 
by order 855 the queen, and was condemned to loſe 
his right hand as a libeller. Such was the conſtancy 


and loyalty of the man, that immediately after the 
. ſentence was e XECUECG, he took off his hat with hy 


other hand, and, waving it over his head, cried, 
„ God ſave Bp queen.“ 


BuT notwithſtanding this attach: nent which EL 


zabeth io openly diſcov vered to the duke of Anjou, 
the combat of her ſentiments was not entire! Iy over; 
and her ambition, as well as pr udence, rouſing itlel 
by intervals, {till flled her breaſt with do abt and 
heſitation. An all thi conrtiers whom the 
truſted and favoured, Leiceſter, Hatton, and Wal. 
Ungham, no: 8 8 an extreme averſion to tht 
marriage; and the la dies Of her bed- chamber made 
10 ſcruple e of oppoſing her reſolut 


JE 
tion with the mol 
zealous S-TCHN1C -nftran CES 81. Al MONEY: Of! 1er e emics (0 
the match, fir Philip, fon of fir en ry Sidney, de. 
puty of Islas, and nephew to Le ceiter, a young 
man the mot acc omplithed of the age, declare 
himlelf: Aud he uled the freedom to write her 1 
| p. 486 


— 


— 11 0 
4 Camden TY 1205 oo Prion, ] b 1 BE OE ( 11 
9 544 = LS | 1 *＋. . z;*% 4 * 41112 4 * 8 A nde 4 3 * 
- * 


1 


lellen 


— 


— 


— 
— 


ELIZABETH. 


. 5 1 % i 0 | CH AT» 
ſetter, in which he diſſuaded her from her preſent . 


reſolution, with an unuſual clegance of expreſſion, 


as well as force of reaſoning. He told her, that the 
ſecurity of her government depended entirely on the 
alfections of her proteſtant ſubjects ; and ſhe could 


not, by any meaſure, more ci feQtually diſguſt them, 


than by eſpouſing a prince who was ſon of the per- 


E hdious Catharine, brother to the cruel and perfidious 
Charles, and who had himſelf imbrued his hands in 


the blood of the innocent and defenceleſs proteſtants: 
That the catholics were her mortal enemies, and 


| believed either that my had originally uſurped the 
crown, or was now law fully depoſed | by tne pope's 8 
bull of ex communication; and nothing had ever ſo 
nuch elevated their hopes as the proſpect of her 
marriage with the duke of Anjou: 
| ſecurity at preſent againſt the efforts of fo nume- 
| rous, rich, and united a faction, was, that they pol- 
{ſed no head who could conduct their dangerous 
enterpriſes; and ſhe herfclt was raſbly ſap plying 
that defect, by giving an intereſt in the dom 
Eto a prince whoſe education had zcalouſly at- 
tached him to that communion: 
vas a ſtranger to the blood royal of 1 noland, the 
| Clipoſ1tions of men were now ſuch that they pre- 
| ferred the religious to the civil connections; and 
were more influenced by ſympathy in theological 
opinions, than by the principles of legal and here— 
ditary government: 
covered a very reſtleſs and turbulent ſpirit; and 
having often violated his loyalty to his elder brother 
and his ſovereign, there remained no hopes that he 
would paſſively ſubmit to a woman whom he might 
Þn quality of huſband think himſelf entitled to 
command: 
o much abounding in ſoldiers, ſo TE ok nobility 
ho were devoted to arms, and © ſome time accul- 
lomed to ſerve for plunder, would ſupply him with 
| pattifans dangerous to a people unwarlike and de- 


That th 10ugh he 


That the duke hünſelf had dii- 


That the French nation, fo populous, 


K 3 fencelels 


That her chief 
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CHAP. fenceleſs like the generality of her ſubjects: Tha MW I 

ES; the plain and honourable path which ſhe had fol. W [ 
1581. lowed, of cultivating the affections of her people, 1 © 


had hitherto rendered her reign ſecure and happy; | t 


and however her enemies might ſeem to multiply WW b 
upon her, the ſame invincible rampart was ſtill abe W ” 
to protect and defend her: That ſo long as the MW ” 
throne of France was filled by Henry or his poſt. K 
rity, it was in vain to hope that the ties of blood MW * 
would enſure the amity of that kingdom, preterably W 5 
to the maxims of policy or the prejudices of religion; MW © 
and if ever the crown devolved on the duke d f 
Anjou, the conjunction of France and England * 
would prove a burden rather than a protection u 
the latter kingdom: That the example of her filter W N 
Mary was ſufficient to inſtruct her in the danger « MW ; 
ſuch connections; and to prove that the afteQio “ 
and confidence of the Engliſh could never be main. 
tained where they had ſuch reaſon to apprehend th : 
their intereſts would every moment be ſacrificed v MW © 
thoſe of a foreign and hoſtile nation: That notwiti- W | 
ſtanding theſe ; great inconveniencies, diſcovered by WF * 
paſt experience, the houſe of Burgundy, it mult be MW © 
confeſſed, was more popular in the nation than the 
family of France; and what was of chief moment, 5 
Philip was of the ſame communion with Mary, and , 
was connected with her by this great band of interet WW : 
and affection: And that, however the queen migit WW vi 
remain childleſs, even though old age ſhould gro f 
upon her, the ſingular felicity and glory of her reign of 
would preſerve her from contempt ; the affections! F 
her ſubjects, and thoſe of all the proteſtants in Eu. 
rope, would defend her from danger; and her ov q 


prudence, without other aid orafliſtance, would Laflle 

all the efforts of her moſt malignant enemies“ 
TIIEsE reflections kept the queen in great anxiet 

and reſolution ; ; and lhe was obſerved to pals ſeveral 


» Letters of the aden vol. i. p. abs, & leq. Cabala, p.303 
| | | nights 


E L IZ AB E T H. 


him in private, where ſhe was ſuppoſed to have 
made him apologies for breaking her former engage- 
ments. He exprelled great diſguſt on his leaving 
her; threw away the ring which the had given him ; 
and uttered many cut les on the mut cbility of wo- 


men, and of iſlanders”. Soon after, he went over 


to his government of the Netherlands ; loft the con- 
fidence of the States by a raſh and violent attempt 
on their liberties ; was expelled that country; retired 


into France; and there died. The queen, by timely 


reflection, ſaved herſelf from the numerous miſchiefs 
which muſt have attended Io Imprudent a marriage : 
And the diſtracted ſtate of the French monarchy pre- 
vented her from feeling any effects of that reſent— 


ment which ſhe had reaſon to dread from the affront 


lo wantonly put upon that royal family. 
THE anxiety of the queen From the attempts of 


the Engliſh catholics never ceaſed during the whole 


courſe of her reign ; but the variety of Tevolutions 
which happened in all the neighbouring kingdoms, 
was the ſource ſometimes of her hopes, ſometimes 

ther: apprehenſions. This year the affairs of Scot- 
land ſtrongly engaged her attention. The influence 


which the earl of Lenox, and James Stuart, who 


now aſſumed the title of earl of Arran, had acquired 
over the young king, was but a flender foundation 
ot authority, while the generality of the nobles and 
all the preachers were ſo much diſcontented with 
their adminiſtration, The aſſembly of the church 


appointed a folemn faſt ; of which one of the avowed 


realons was the danger to Which the king Was ex- 


poled from the company of wicked perſons e: And 
5 on that day the pulpits reſounded with declamations 


Camden, p. 486. : * Spotl ſwood, p 319. 
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nights without any ſleep or repoſe. At laſt her c HA P. 
ſettled habits of prudence and ambition prevailed 
cover her temporary inclination ; and having ſent for 
the duke of Anjou, ſhe had a long conference with 


XLI. 
— — 
1582. 


Affairs of 
Soil and; 
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C Ha p. againſt Lenox, Arran, and all the preſent counſd. 
w—— lors. When the minds of the people were ſuffci. 
1582, ently prepared by theſe lectures, a conſpiracy of the 
nobility was formed, probably w Ich the concurrence 

Auguſt 23. of Elizabeth, for ſ<iz zing the perſon of James at 


Ruthven, a {-ar of the earl of Gowry' s; and the 10 
deſign, being kept ſecret, ſucceeded without any op. WE ;, 
poſition. The leaders in this enterpriſe were, the n. 
earl of Gowry himfelf, the earl of Marre, the lord; r 
Lindeley and Boyd, the maſters of Glamis and Oli. Wi pa 
phant, the abbots of Dunfermline, Paiſley, and m 
Cambuſkenneth. The king wept when he found m. 
himſelf detained a priſoner; but the maſter of Gla- ha 


mis ſaid, No matter for his tears: Better that boyz dit 
% weep than bearded men:“ An expreſſion which 
James could never afterwards forgive”. But not. WE ij; 
withſtanding his reſentment, he found it neceſſary B. 
to ſubmit to the preſent neceſſity. He pretended IM je 
an entire acquieſcence in the conduct of the aſſo- Wn 
ciators; acknowledged the detention of his perſon WW vic 
to be acceptable e and agreed to ſummon bor 
both an aſſembly of the church and a convention of Het 
eſtates, in order to ratify that enterpriſe. _ fal 
TAI dem though they had eſtabliſhed it a Hin 
an inviolable rule, that the king on no account aud fu 
under no pretence ſhould ever intermeddle in eccie- Wace 
ſialtical matters, made no ſcruple of taking cwil tho 
affairs under their cognizance, and of deciding on did 
this occaſton, that the attempt of the conſpirators So 
was acceptable to all that feared God, or tendered app 
the preſervation of the king's perſon, and proſperous ran 
itate of the realm. They even enjoined all the Win 
clergy to recommend theſe ſentiments from the pul- Neon 
pit; and they threatened with eccleſiaſtical cenſures Neur. 
every man who ſhould oppoſe the authority of the MWeuz 
contederated lords . The convention, being com- 


Pa chiefly ot thele lords agate added their 


F 320. 4 Ibid. p. 322. 
ſanction 
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andtion to theſe proceedings. Arran was confined © H AP. 
j XLI. 

| : priſoner in his own houſe: Lenox , though he had 

: power to reaſt, yet rather than 1 civil war, or be OO 
3 . cauſe of bloodſhed” ; Shoe to retire into France, 
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where he ſoon after died. He perſevered to the lalt {8 
in the proteſtant relizion, to which James had con- - 
E vcrted him, but which the Scottiſh clergy could 4 
never be perſuaded that he had ſincerely embraced, by 
The king ſent for his family, reſtored his ſon to his 9 
| paternal honours and eſtate, took care to eſtabliſh by 
che fortunes of all his other children; and to his laſt 75 
moments never forgot the early friendſhip which he _—_ 
had borne their father: A ſtrong proof of the good 1 
diſpoſitions of that prince. - ht 
| Xo ſooner was this revolution known in E neland, : 


chan the queen ſent fir Henry Cary and fir Robert 7 
Bowes to James, in order to congratulate him on his 9 
| deliverance from the pernicious counſels of Lenox = 
and Arran; to exhort him not to reſent the ſceming 
violence committed on him by the confederated 
lords; and to procure from him permiſſion for the 

return of the earl of Angus, who ever ſince Morton's 

fall had lived in England. They eaſily prevailed 

in procuring the recall of Angus; and as James 
ſulpected that Elizabeth had not been entirely un- 
pacquainted with the project of his detention, he 
thought proper before the Engliſh ambaſſadors to 2 

| lif-mble his reſentment againit the authors of it. | 
oon after, La Mothe-Fenelon and Menneville 1583. 
appeared as ambaſſadors from France: Their er- 
rand was to inquire concerning the ſituation of the 

king, make profeſſions of their maſter's friendſhip, 
confirm the ancient league with France, and pro- 

es eure an accommodation between James and the 

ne Mruccn of Scots. This lait propoſal gave great 


„Heylin' 8 Mit. 
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CHAP, umbrage to the clergy; and the aſſembly voted the 
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—— ſettling of terms between the mother and fon to be 
a moſt wicked undertaking. The pulpits reſounded ME la 
with declamations againſt the French ambaſſadors, WE 4 
particularly Fenelon, whom they called the meſſenger 1 0 
of the bloody murderer, meaning the duke of Gui: 1 
And as that miniſter, being knight of the Holy 
Ghoſt, wore a white croſs on his ſhoulder, they br 
commonly denominated it in contempt the badg ö 5 
of Antichriſt, The king endeavoured, though n 8 
vain, to repreſs theſe inſolent reflections 3 but n? 0 
order to make the ambaſladors ſome compenſation 1 5 
he deſired the magiſtrates of Edinburgh to ge © 
them a ſplendid dinner before their departure. To MW g Z 
prevent this entertainment, the clergy appointed that * 
very day for a public faff; ; and finding that ther ho 
orders were not regarded, they employed their fer. & 
mons in thundering curſes on the magiſtrates, who, F. 
by the king's direQion, had put this mark of relpet 0 
on the ambaſſadors. They even purſued them alter 8 
wards with the cenſures of the church; and it vs 5 
with difficulty they were prevented from iſſuing the I in 
ſentence of excommunication againſt them, on ac- 0 
count of their ſubmiſſion to royal, preferably om Fu 
85 clerical, authority *. au 
Wrar increaſed their hens with regard to an ſh 
: accommodation between James and Mary was, that 2 
the Engliſh ambaſſadors ſeemed to concur with the in 
French in this propoſal ; 3 and the clergy were ſo 9. 5 
norant as to believe the ſincerity of the profeflon dil 
made by the former. The queen of Scots had often i x, 
made overtures to Elizabeth, which had been ef-: of 
tirely neglected; but hearing of James's detention, I ler 
ſhe wrote a letter in a more pathetic and more h bo 
205 rited ſtrain than uſual; : craving. the 2 alliſtance of wn Ny 
7 tio 
t Spotiwgcd. Pe 324. ben 


prince! 
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princeſs both for her own and her ſon's liberty. She CHAP. 
fad, that the account of the prince's captivity had as 


excited her moſt tender concern; and the experience 
which ſhe herſelf, during ſo many years, had of the 
extreme infelicity attending that ſituation, had made 
ber the more apprehenſive leſt a like fate ſhould 
| purſue her unhappy offspring: That the long train 
ol injuſtice which ſhe had undergone, the calumnies 
E towhich ſhe bad been expoſed, were ſo grievous, that, 
finding no place for right or truth among men, ſhe 
vas reduced to make her laſt appeal to Heaven, the 
only competent tribunal between princes of equal 


| juriſdiftion, degree, and dignity : That after her 


| rebellious ſubjects, ſecretly inſtigated by Elizabeth's 


E miniſters, had expelled her the throne, had confined 
| her in priſon, had purſued her with arms, ſhe had 


voluntarily thrown herſelf under the protection of 
'W England ; fatally allured by thoſe reiterated profeſ- 
ſions of amity which had been made her, and by 


— 


and a kinſwoman: That, not content with exclud- 
ng her from her preſence, with ſupporting the 


uluurpers of her throne, with contributing to the de- 
ſruction of her faithful ſubjects, Elizabeth had re- 
| duced her to a worſe captivity than that from which 
ſhe had eſcaped, and had made her this cruel return 
for the unlimited confidence which ſhe had repoſed 
in her: That though her reſentment of ſuch ſevere 
| ulage had never carried her farther than to uſe ſome 
F diſappointed efforts for her deliverance, unhappy 


01 | for herſelf, and fatal to others, ſhe found the rigours 
; of confinement daily multiplied upon her, and at 
'" length carried to ſuch a height, that it ſurpaſſed the 


E bounds of all human patience any longer to endure 
them: That ſhe was cut off from all communica- 
| tion, not only with the reſt of mankind, but with 
her only ſon ; and her maternal fondneſs, which was 
dow more enlivened by their unhappy ſympathy in 
1 : lituation, 


her confidence in the generoſity of a friend, an ally, 
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ſituation, and was her ſole remaining attachment to 
this world, deprived even of that melancholy ſolace 
which letters or meſſages could give: That the bit. 
terneſs of her ſorrows, ſtill more than her cloſe con. 
finement, had preyed upon her health, and had 
added the inſufferable weight of bodily infirmity to 
all thoſe other calamities under which ſhe laboured: 
That while the daily experience of her maladie, 


opened to her the comfortable proſpect of an ap. 


proaching deliverance into a region where pain and 
ſorrow are no more, her enemies envied her that 
laſt conſolation; and, having ſecluded her from every 
joy on earth, had done what in them lay to debt 
her from all hopes in her future and eternal exiſt. 
ence : That the exerciſe of her religion was refuled 
her; the uſe of thole ſacred rites in which ſhe had 
been educated ; the commerce with thoſe holy mi. 
niſters whom Heaven had appointed to receive the 
acknowledgment of our tranſgreſſions, and to leal 
our penitence by a ſolemn» re-admiſhon into hea- 
venly favour and forgivenels : That it was in vain 


to complain of the rigours of perſecution exerciſed 


in other kingdoms, when a queen and an imnocalt 
woman was excluded from an indulgence which 
never yet, in the moſt barbarous countries, had 


been denied to the meaneſt and moſt obnox1ous 
malefactor: That could ſhe ever be induced to 
deſcend from that royal dignity in which Providence 
had placed her, or depart from her appeal to Heaven, 


there was only one other tribunal to which ſhe would 


appeal from all her enemies; to the juſtice and hu— 
manity of Elizabeth's own breaſt, and to that lenity 
which, uninfluenced by malignant counſel, ſhe 
would naturally be induced to exerciſe towards her: 
And that ſhe finally intreated her to reſume her na- 


_ tural diſpoſition, and to reflect on the ſupport, 3 


well as comfort, which ſhe might receive from her 


ſon and herſclf, if, joining the obligations of gras 
5 . 8 fue 


ELI TIBET H. 


FLIZABETH was engaged to obſtruct Mary? 3 re- 


| foration, chiefly becauſe ſhe foreſaw an unhappy 
alternative attending that event. Tf this princels 
| recovered any conſiderable thare of authority in 
| Scotland, her reſentment, ambition, zeal, and con- 
nexions both domeſtic and foreign, might render 


her a dangerous. neighbour to England, and enable 


her, after ſuppreſſing the proteſtant party among her 
| ſubjects, to revive thoſe pretenſions which ſhe had 
formerly advanced to the crown, and which her 
partiſans in both kingdoms till ſupported with 

| great induſtry and aſſurance. If ſhe were reinſtated 
n power with ſuch ſtrict limitations as could not be 
broken, ſhe might be diſguſted with her ſituation ; 
and, flying abroad, form more deſperate attempts 
b than any ſovereign who had a crown to hazard 
would willingly undertake. Mary herſelf, ſenſible 
| of theſe difficulties, and convinced by experience 
that Elizabeth would for ever debar her the throne, 
vas now become more humble in her wiſhes; and 
as age and infirmities had repreſſed thoſe ſentiments 
of ambition by which ſhe had formerly been ſo 
much actuated, ſhe was willing to ſacrifice all her 
hopes of orandeur i in order to obtain a little liberty; 

a bleſſing to which ſhe naturally aſpired with the 
fondeſt impatience. She propoſed therefore, that 
he ſhould be aſſociated with her fon in the title to 
ide crown of Scotland, but that the ac dminiftration 
E ſhould remain ſolely 1 in him: And ſhe was content 
Eo live in England in a private ſtation, and even 
under a kind of reſtraint ; but with ſome more 
| iderty, both for exerciſe and company „than ſhe bad 
Pe ed lince the firſt diſcovery of her intrigues with | 


*. Camden, p. 489. 
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> tide to the ties of blood, ſhe would deign to raiſe © Hla v. 
them from their preſent melancholy ſituation, and 
E reinſtate them in that liberty and authority to which 
| they were entitled“. 
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cf a P. the duke of Norfolk. But Elizabeth, afraid left 
— ſuch a looſe method of guarding her would facilitate 


1583. 


termined to deny herr equeſts; and, though ſhe 
While Lenox maintained his authority in Scotland, 


her own creatures had acquired poſſeſſion of the go. 


land, ſhe ordered her ambaſſador, Bowes, to open 
the negotiation for Mary's liberty, and her aſſoci | 
tion with her ſon in the title to the crown. Though MW 


farther than ſome looſe propoſals for that purpose“ | 
Tar affairs of Scotland remained not long in te 
_ preſent ſituation. James, impatient of reſtrain, 
made his eſcape from his keepers; and, flying vi 
St. Andrews, ſummoned his triends and partifani 


her eſcape into France or Spain, or at leaſt would 
encourage and increaſe her partiſans, and enable het 
to conduct thoſe intrigues to which the had already 
diſcovered ſo ſtrong a propenſity, was ſecretly de. 


feigned to aſſent to them, ſhe well knew how to 
diſappoint the expectations of the unhappy princek, 


ſhe never gave any reply to all the applications made 
to her by the Scottiſh queen“: At preſent, when 


vernment, ſhe was reſolved to throw the od:um of 
refuſal upon them; and pretending that nothing 
farther was required to a perfect accommodation 
than the concurrence of the council of ſtate in Scot: 


ſhe ſeemed to make this conceſſion to Mary, ſhe re 


fuſed her the liberty of ſending any ambaſlador of WM 
Her own; and that princeſs could eaſily conjeQure 
from this circumſtance what would be the reſult of 

the pretended negotiation. The privy. council of Wheri 
Scotland, inſtigated by the clergy, rejected all treaty; WW 
_ and James, who was now a captive in their hand, Ni 
_ affirmed that he had never agreed to an aſſociatin ui 


with his mother, and that the matter bad never gone 


to attend him. The earls of Argyle, Mark 


Montroſe, and Rothes, haſtened to pay their duty b | 
their ſovereign ; and the oppoſite party found then 


„ Jebb, vol. ii. p. 540. * MS. in the Advocates Libra 


190) 


A. 3. 28. P-. 401. Kon the Cott. Lib. Calig. Gs 9 % 
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E clves unable to reſiſt ſo powerful a combination. © H A P. 


They were offered a pardon upon their ſubmiſſion, — 


1583. 


and an acknowledgement of their fault in ſeizing the 
Fking's perſon, and reſtraining him from his liberty. 
Some of them accepted of the terms: The greater 


number, particularly Angus, Hamilton, Marre, 
Glamis, left the country, and took ſhelter in Ireland 


For England, where they were protected by Elizabeth. 
Ihe earl of Arran was recalled to court; and the 


Emalcontents, who could not brook the authority of 


Lenox, a man of virtue and moderation, found that 
Why their refiſtance they had thrown all power into 


the hands of a perſon whoſe counſels were as violent 


ss his manners were proflipate “. 


WW ELizabeTH wrote a letter to James; in which 
| W ſhe quoted a moral ſentence from Iſocrates, and in- 


red reproached him with inconſtancy, and a 
breach of his engagements. James, in his reply, 
„oſtified his meaſures; and retaliated by turning two 
i Whaſſages of Iſocrates againſt her *. She next ſent 


. Walfingham on an embaſſy to him; and her chief 
ft purpoſe in employing that aged miniſter in an errand 
rc Where lo little buſineſs was to be tranſacted was, to 


Hearn from a man of ſo much penetration and ex- 
perience the real character of James. This young 
prince poſſeſſed good parts, though not accompanied 
With that vigour and induſtry which his ſtation re- 
Quired ; and as he excelled in general diſcourſe and 


deal buſineſs was tranſacted, to have fully merited *. : 
The account which he gave his miſtreſs induced her 


ans 2 ſhe had hitherto been inclined to pay him, 


| 7 Spotſwood p. 325, 326, & ſeq. 5 
em? Melvil, p. 1405 141. Strz pe, vol. 11, p. 165. 
rar [ 2 Melvil P. 148. Jebb, vole i, p. 53% & 


— 8 THE 


Konverſation, Walſingham entertained a higher idea 
ef his talents than he was afterwards found, when 


treat James thenceforth with ſome more regard 
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admitted to the king's breſence, were pardoned and 


that the pulpit would be no longer a ſanctuary for 
them, were extremely offended : They ſaid that the 


executed. Many innocent perſons luffered from 


favourable for the recovery of their eſtates an 1 au- 
thority. After they had been foiled in one: attemp 


Vas pleaſed with this alteration of atlairs ; and ain 


and miniſtry of James. 
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Tun king of Scots, perſevering in bis preſent 
= views, ſummoned a parliament ; where it was en. 
1584. 


acted, that no clergyman ſhould preſume in his 
ſermons to utter falle, untrue, or ſcandalous ſpeeches 
againſt the king, the council, or the public meaſure, 
or to meddle 1n an Improper manner with the affair 
of his majeſty and the ſtates”, The clergy, finding 


king was become poptſh in his heart; and they gave 
their adverſaries the epithets of wrote: libertinez, 
belly-gods, and infamous perſons ©. The violent 
conduct of Arran ſoon brought over the popularity 
to their ſide. The earl of Gowry, though par. 
doned for the late attempt, why committed to priſon, 
was tried on {ome new accuſations, condemned and 


the tyranny of this favourite; and the baniſhed yrs: 
being aſſiſted by Elizabeth, now found the t 


upon Stirling, they prevailed in another; and, being 


reſtored to his favour. 

Arran Was degraded from thin : deprived 
of that eſtate and title which he had uſurpec * and 
the whole country ſeemed to be compoſed to han. 
quillity. Elizabeth, after oppobng, 3 ſome 
time, the credit of the tavourite, had found it more} 
expedient before his fall i© compound all geren 
with him by means of Daviſon, a miniſter whom 
ſhe ſent to Scotland: But having more confidence 


in the lords whom ſhe had helped to reſtore, 1 


tained a good correſpondence with the new cout 


b Spot ſwOood, P. 333. I pid. p-. 334. 
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Tits E revoletons i in Scotland would have been e H A P. 


: regarded as of ſmall importance to the repoſe and LS 
E ſecurity of Elizabeth, had ber own ſubjects been 1884. 
| entirely united, and had not the zeal of the ca- Sealer + 
| tholics, excited by conſtraint more properly than England, —_— 
t perſecution, daily threatened her with lome dan. 4 
gerous inſurrection. The vigilance of the mini— 9 
ſters, particularly of Burleigh and Walſin oham, was i 
| raiſed in proportion to the activity of the malcon- 9 
þ tents ; and many arts, which bad been blameable 'L 
Fin a more peaceful government, were emp loyed in 9 
deiecting conſpiracies, and even diſcovering the 
ſecret inclinations of men. Counterleit letters were 83 
þ written in the name of the queen of Scots, or of the {if 
Þ Engliſh exiles, and privately conveyed to the houſes 1 
Jof the catholics: Spies were hired to obſerve the If 
actions and diſcourſe of ſuſpected perſons: Informers 4 
ere countenanced: And though the ſagacity of 1 
| theſe two great miniſters ae Shen to diftinguif '1 4 
be true from the falſe inte]! gence, many calumnies is 
Wire, no doubt, hearkened to, and all the ſul biecte, 1 
| WW perticularly the catholics, kept in the utmoſt anxiety it 
and inquietude. Henry Piercy earl of Northum— 1 
berland, brother to the ear! beheaded ſome years . 
bebore, and Philip Howard earl of Arundel, ſon of FT 
Wile unfortunate duke of Norfolk, fell under ſuſpi- 5 
eon; and the latter was, by order of council, con- — 
* ned to his own houſe. Francis Throgmorton, a 1 
Drrvate gentleman, was committed to cuſtody, on 
ccount of a letter which he had written to the 3 
e Ween of Scots, and which was intercepted. Lord = 4 
be Faget and Charles Arundel, who had been encaged "8 


With him in treafonable 66; gns, immediately "with- 
grey beyond ſea. Throgmor ton contelled that a 
Plan for un invaſion and inſurrection had been laid; 

and though, on his trial, he was deſirous of re- 
Filing this confeſſion, and imputing it to the fear 
ot torture, he was iound guilty, and executed, 
Waere the Spaniſh ambaſſador, having promoted 
Ver, Y, 8 this 


with an intention of throwing them into the («i 
but the wind blowing them back upon the ſhip, they | tl 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, ; 
this conſpiracy, was ordered to depart the kingdom; | a 


and Wade was ſent into Spain, to excuſe his di- l 


miſſion, and to defire the king to ſend another an. 


baſſador in his place: But Philip would not 0 | - 


much as admit the Engliſh ambaſſador to his pre. t 


ſence. Creighton, a Scottiſh jeſuit, coming over WB ” 


on board a veſſel which was ſeized, tore ſome paper;, MF " 


were pieced together, and diſcovered ſome danger, 0 
ous ſecrets . N ſ 

Many of theſe conſpiracies were, with great a. 
pearance of reaſon, imputed to the intrigues of thei 
queen of Scots ©; and as her name was employel p 


in all of them, the council thought that they cc I 
not uſe too many precautions againſt the danger of l 
her claims, and the reſtleſs activity of her tempe. 0 

She was removed from under the care of the en 

Shrewibury, who, though vigilant and faitb{ul ini 0 


that truſt, had alſo been indulgent to his prilotery 
particularly with regard to air and exercile : ul 
ſhe was committed to the cuſtody of fir Ani . 
Paulet and fir Drue Drury; men of honour, bu 


inflexible in their care and attention. An atſociation ſp ” 
Vas alſo ſet on foot by the earl of Leiceſter and oth: Rn 


courtiers; and as Elizabeth was beloved by tl i 
whole nation, except the more zealous cathole 10 
men of all ranks willingly flocked to the ſubſcihſ = 


tion of it. The purport of this aſſociation was 0 
defend the queen, to revenge her death or any 4 
Jury committed againſt her, and to exclude iro 4 
the throne all claimants, what title ſoever ti: 

might poſſeſs, by whoſe ſuggeſtion or for who 0 
bchoof any violence ſhould be offered to her ng » 
jelty*. The queen of Scots was ſenſible that tl ; 1 
alloclation was levelled again. her; and to rend g. 


Camden, P. 499. © Strype, vol. ili. p. 240. 
p State TI a EDy- l. P- 122, 123; | 
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| all ſuſpicion from herſelf, ſhe alſo deſired leave to 
| ſubſcribe it. 

| ELIZABETH, that ſhe might the more diſcourage | 
| malcontents, by ſhewing them the concurrence of 
the nation in her favour, ſummoned a new parlia- 
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ment; and ſhe met with that dutiful attachment 


which ſhe expected. The aſſociation was confirmed 
oy parliament ; and a clauſe was added, by which 


e queen was empowered to name commilliencrs: 
br the trial of any prerender to the crown who 
= 


| tion, or aſſaſſination againſt her: Upon condemna- 
tion, pronounced by theſe commiſſioners, the guilty 


| perſon was excluded from all claim to the ſuccel- 
bon, and was farther puniſhable as her majeſty 
WF ould direct. And for greater ſecurity, a council 


| was appointed to govern the kingdom, to ſettle the 
| ſucceſſion, and to take wee for that act of 
| treaſon 5, 


a | ASEVERE law was alſo enatted againſt j jeſuits and 
popiſh prieſts: It was ordained that hs ſhould 
WF 4part the Kingdom within forty days; that thoſe 
„ao ſhould remain beyond that time, or ſhould 


| afterwards return, ſhould be guilty of treaſon ; that 


| ſhould attempt or imagine any invaſion, inſurrec- 


of regency, in caſe of the queen's violent death, 


15 E thoſe who harboured or relieved them ſhould be 
ne 

8 guilty of felony; that thoſe who were educated in 
„eminaries, if they returned not in ſix months after 
cdodce given, and ſubmitted not themſelves to the 
WF queen, before a biſhop or two juſtices, ſhould be 
«WE guilty of treaſon ; and that if any, fo ſubmitting 
op qalelves, ſhould within ten years approach the 
court, or come within ten miles of it, their ſubmiſ- 
= Jo ſhould be void *. By this law the exerciſe of the 
1 [WF catholicreligion, which had former! y been prohibited 


under lighter penalties, and which was in many 1n- 
ſtances connived at, was totally ſuppreſſed. 


bIbid, Cap. 2. 


$27 Eliz. cap. 1. = 
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nalty of the law was convicted of treaſon i. The 


an encroachment on the Prerogative : : They wen 


aſſerted that they were puniſhed for their treaſon, 
not their religion, the apology muſt only be under. 


their proceedings were dilagreeable to her, was at 


formation in eccleſiaſtical matters. Yet even in thi 
attempt, which affected her as well as them in! 
delicate point, they diſcovered how much they wer 


houſe were puritans, or inclined to that ſect“; bu 
the ſevere reprimands which they had already i 
former ſeſſions met with from the throne, deterrel 
them from introducing any bill concerning religion; 


 prevaleney of the puritans among the commons was their palin 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
ſubſequent part of the queen's reign, the law wx 


ſometimes executed by the capital puniſhment cf 
prieſts; and though the partiſans of that prince 


ſtood in this ſenſe, that the Jaw was enacted on 3c. 
count ot the treaſonable views and attempts of the 
ſect, not that every individual who ſuffered the ye. 


catholics, theretore, might now with juſtice com, F 
plain of a violent perſecution ; which we may ſafeh 


affirm, in ſpite of the rigid nd bigoted maxims of i | 
that age, not to be the beſt method of converting 4 | 
them, or of reconciling them to the eſtabliſhed „ 
vernment and religion. | C 

Tnsz parliament, beſides arming the queen wit br 
theſe powers, granted her a ſupply of one ſubſich n 
and two fifteenths. The only circumſtance in wh, 


application made by the commons for a farther re 


overawed by her authority. The majority of tht 


a proceeding which would have been interpreted: 


: Some even of thoſe who defend the queen's meaſures ala 
that in ten years fifty brieſts were executed, and fifty five l 
ey Camden, p. 049. 

* Belides the petition after mentioned, another proof of i 


a bill tor the reverent obſervance of Sunday, which they teme 
the Sabbath, and the depriving the people of thoſe amuſemel 
which they were accuſtomed to take on that day. DE 
P. 335. It was a firoug ymptem m of à contrary ſpirit mt 1 
upper houſe, that they propoled % add Wedneſday to the! ta 
days, and to Prohibit entirci) the eating of fleth 0 on that (al 
D*Ewes, p. 373. 
| cout! 
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261 


WW content to proceed by way of humble petition, and c H a e. 


that not addreſſed to her majeſty, which would have 
eien offence, but to the houſe of lords, or rather 
me biſhops, who had a ſeat in that houſe, and from 
hom alone they were willing to receive all ad- 
vances towards reformation! : A ſtrange departure 
from what we now apprehend to be the dignity of 
the commons! 


that no biſhop ſhould exerciſe his function of ordina- 
ion but with the conſent and concurrence of ſix 
preſbyters: But this demand, as it really introduced 
E change of eccleſiaſtical government, was firmly re— 
ected by the prelates. They defired that no clergy- 
man ſhould be inſtituted into any benefice, without 


might examine whether there lay any objection to 


model, which naturally met with the ſame fate. In 


Weprive incumbents for omitting part of the ſervice: 


Rftablithed by law; or as if the prelates had been 
endowed with a dilpenſing power. They com- 


ö the ſentence of excommunication, and they entreated 
ſe reverend fathers to think of ſome law for the 
: penedy of theſe abuſes; implying, that thole mat- 
ers were too high for the commons of themlclves to 
Pop. 

Bur the moſt material 1 which the com- 
= touched upon in their petition, was the court 


THE commons deſired, in their humble petition, 


As if uniformity in public worſhip had not been 


XLI. 
— — 
1584. 


previous notice being given to the pariſh, that they 
this life or doctrine : An attempt towards a popular 


Enother article of the petition, they prayed that the 
biſhops ſhould not inſiſt upon every ceremony, or 


Plained of abuſes which prevailed in pronouncing 


Wo! ecclebaltical commiſſion, and the oath ex officio, 
MW it was called, exacted by that court. This 
„ a lubject of ſuch. importance as to merit ſome 
EVG 


1 ation. 


P'kwes, p- 357. 8 
83 In 
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THE firſt primate after the queen's acceſſion wi; {Wt 
Parker; a man rigid in exacting conformity to the 2 
n 


eſtabliſned worſhip, and in puniſhing, by fine cr 


deprivation, all the puritanical clergymen who at. {W 
tempted to innovate any thing in the habits, cere. W © 
monies, or liturgy of the church. He died in 1575; WÞ 
and was ſucceeded by Grindal, who, as he hie d 


Vas inclined to the new ſect, was with great difficulty f 


brought to execute the laws againſt them, or to pu. I 
niſh the nonconforming clergy. He declined MW 
obeying the queen's orders for the ſuppreſſion of MW © 
propheſyings, or the aſſemblies of the zealots in b 


private houſes, which ſhe apprehended had become ff 


He informed the queen that all the ſpiritual au- 
thority lodged in the prelates was inſignificant will. 


than any of the former, and conveying more unl. 


_ miſhoners, twelve of whom were eccleſiaſtics; thre: 


having in vain attempted to convince the puritans 


eccleſiaſtical commiſſion at that time in force, be 


ſo many academies of fanaticiſm; and for this offence Ne 
ſhe had, by an order of the Star Chamber, ſequel. W 0 


tered him from his archiepiſcopal function, and con. X 
fined him to his own houſe. Upon his death, d 


which happened in 1 583, ſhe determined not to fall t 


into the fame error in her next choice; and ſhe Pe 


named Whitgift, a zcalous churchman, who had al. W ti 
ready ſignalized his pen in controverſy, and who, Pe 


by argument, was now reſolved to open their eyes 
by power, and by the execution of penal ſtatute, 


out the ſanction of the crown; and as there was n0 
engaged her to iſſue a new one, more arbitrarj 
mited authority ”. She appointed forty-four com. 


commiſſioners made a quorum z the juriſdiction a 
the court extended over the whole kingdom, and 
over all orders of men; and every circumſtance d 
its authority, and all its methods of proceedily, 
were contrary to the cleareſt principles of law an 
natural equity. The commiſſioners were empowered 


n Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, vol. i. p. 410. 
19 
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| +» viſit and reform all errors, herefies, ſchiſms, in © ky he 


a word, to regulate all opinions, as well as to pu- 
niſh all breach of uniformity in the exerciſe of public 1389. 

| worſhip. They were directed to make inquiry, not 

only by the legal methods of juries and witneſſes, 


bot by all other means and ways which they could 4 
c WW deviſe; that is, by the rack, by torture, by inqui- 3 
ton, by impriſonment. Where they, found rea- 1 
bon to ſuſpect any perſon, they might adminiſter to | © 
d him an oath, called ex c, by which he was | 7 
bound to anſwer all queſtions, and might thereby _ . 4 
be obliged to accuſe himſelf or his moſt intimate 4 
«WW friend. The fines which they levied were dif- [i 
» W cretionary, and often occaſioned the total ruin of the 4 
„ WW offender, contrary to the eſtabliſhed laws of the Y 
„kingdom. The impriſonment to which they con- bs 
„ dmned any delinquent was limited by no rule but 3 
their own pleaſure. They aſſumed a power of im- 10 
e poſing on the clergy what new articles of ſubſcrip- 1 
on, and conſequently of faith, they thought pro- 1 
„per. Though all other ſpiritual courts were ſubject, — 
13 W fince the reformation, to inhibitions from the ſu. F 
4 W preme courts of law, the eccleſiaſtical commiſſioners 1 
. vere exempted from that legal juriſdiction, and were * 
u. lable to no control. And the more to enlarge bh 
|. W their authority, they were empowered to puniſh all 11 
ao inceſts, adulteries, fornications; all outrages, miſ- {4 
be behaviours, and diſorders in marriage: And the . 
I E puniſhments which they might inflict, were ac- — 
n cording to their wiſdom, conſcience, and diſcretion, 

a. In a word, this court was a real ingui/ition ; at- 

rc tended with all the iniquities, as well as cruelties, 

of W inſeparable from that tribunal. And as the juriſ. 

u diction of the eccleſiaſtical court was deſtructive of 

law, fo its erection was deemed by many a mere 

17, WW alurpation of this imperious princeſs; and had no 

n ether foundation than a clauſe of a ſtature, reſtoring 

ru be ſupremacy to the crown, and empowering the 
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Cc H AP. ſovereign to appoint commiſſioners for exerciſing 
wy; that prerogative, But prerogative in general, eſpe. 


1584. 


cially the ſupremacy, was ſuppoſed in that age to in. 


volve powers which no law, precedent, or reaſoy 


could limit and determine, 

BuT though the commons, in their Kok pe. 
tition to the prelates, had touched ſo gem ly and fub. 
miſſiveſy on the eecleſiaſtical grievances, the queen, 


in a ſpeech from the throne at the end of the lellon, 
could not forbear taking notice of their preſumption, 


and reproving them for thoſe murmurs which, for 
fear of offending her, they had pronounced fo low 
as not directly to reach her royal ears. After giving 
them ſome general thanks for their attachment to 


her, and making profeſſions of affection to her ſub. 


jeQs, ſhe told them, that whoever found fault with 
the church threw a ſlander upon her, ſince ſhe waz 
appointed by God ſupreme ruler over it, and no 
hereſies or ſchiſms could prevail in the kingdom bit 
by ber per million and negligence: That ſome abuſe; 
molt neceſf ally have place in every thing ; but ſhe 


warned the prelates to be watchful ; for if the found 


them careleſs of their charge, ſhe was fully deter. 


mined to depoſe them: That ſhe was commonly 


ſuppoſed to have employed herſelf in many ſtudies, 
particularly philoſophical (by which 1 ſuppole lie 
meant theological), and ſhe would confeſs that few, 
whoſe leiſure had not allowed them to make pro- 


feſſion of ſcience, had read or reflected more: ys 


as ſhe could diſcern the preſumption of many, 
curiouſly canvaſſing the ſcriptures, and ring i iu 


novatious, ſhe would no longer endure this licen- 


tiouſneſs; but meant to guide her people, by God's 
rule, in the juſt mean between the corruptions ol 
Rome and the errors of modern ſectaries: And that 
as the Romanilts were the inveterate enemies of ber 
perſon, lo the other innovators were dangercus to 


all ingly government; and, under the colour 0: 


preaching 
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preaching the word of God, preſumed to exerdiſe CHAP. 


their private judgment, and to cenſure the actions of NN 


che prince. RR 
© From the whole of this tranſaction we may ob- 
ſerve, that the commons, in making their general 

| application to the prelates, as well as in ſome par- 

ticular articles of their petition, ſhewed themſelves 

| wholly ignorant, no lefs than the queen, of the prin- 

| ciples of liberty, and a legal conſtitution. And it 

may not be unworthy of remark, that Elizabeth, ſo 

far from yielding to the difoleaſure of the parlia- 
ment again the eccleſiaſtical commiſſion, granted, 
beſore the end of her reign, a new commiſſion; in 
which {ne enlarced, rather than reſtrained, the 

| powers oi the commiſſioners *. ' _ 

Desi this leſſion of parliament there was dif- 

| covered a conſpiracy, which much increaſed the 
general ammoſity againſt the catholics, and {till far- 

| ther widened the breach between the religious par- 
ties. William Parry, a- catholic. gentleman, had 

| received the queen's pardon for a crime, by which 
be was expoſed to capital puniſhment ; and, having 
obtained permiſſion to travel, he retired to Milan, 

and made open profeſſion of his religion, which he 
„had concealed while he remained in England. He 
vas here perſuaded by Palmio, a Jeſuit, that he could 

not perform a more meritorious action than to take 4 
. away the hie of bis ſovereign and his benefactreſs; BW 
me nuncio Cam peggio, when conſulted, approved | 
| extremely of this pious undertaking, and Parry, 
tough ſtill agitated with doubts, came to Paris, 
| vith an intention of paſling over to England, and 
| executing his bloody purpoſe, He was here en- 
| couraged in the deſign by Thomas Morgan, a gen- 
tleman of great credit in the party; and though 
Waits and lome other catholic e prieſts told him that 
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e 1 4 F. the enterpriſe was criminal and impious, he preferred 
w—— the authority of Ragazzoni, the nuncio at Pari, 


1584. 


and determined to perſiſt in his reſolution. He 
here wrote a letter to the pope, which was conveyed 
to cardinal Como; he communicated his intention 
to the holy father; and craved his abſolution and 
paternal benediction. He received an anſwer from 


the cardinal, by which he found that his purpoſe 


was ex tremely applauded ; and he came over to 


England with a full deſign of carrying it into exe. 
cution. So deeply are the ſentiments of morality 


engraved in the human breaſt, that it is difficult 


even for the prejudices of falſe religion totally to 


eftlace them; and this bigoted aſlaſſin reſolved, be. 


fore he came to extremities, to try every other ex. 


pedient for alleviating the perſecutions under which 
the catholics at that time labgured. He found 


"means of being introduced to the queen; afſured 


her that many conſpiracies were formed againſt her; 


and exhorted her, as {he tendered her lite, to give 
the Romaniſts ſome more indulgence in the exer- 
ciſe of their religion: But, leſt he ſhould be tempted 
by the opportunity to aſſaſſinate her, he always came 
to court unprovided with every offenſive weapon. 
Ile even found means to be elected member of 


parliament, and having made a vehement harangue 


againſt the ſevere laws enacted this laſt ſeſſion, was 


committed to cuſtody for his freedom, and fequel- 
tered from the houſe, His tailure 1n thele attempts 
confirmed him the more in his former reſolution; 
and he communicated his intentions to Nevil, who 
entered zcalouſly into the deſign, and was deter 


mined to have a ſhare in the merits of its execution. 
A book, newly publiſhed by Dr. Allen, afterward: 


created a cardinal, ſerved farther to efface all the 
ſcruples with regard to the murder of an heretical 
prince; and having agreed to ſhoot the queen while 
the ſhould be taking the air on horſeback, they re- 
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| folved, if they could not make their eſcape, to ſacri- CH AP. 
| fce their lives in fulfilling a duty fo agreeable, as wie OP 
they imagined, to the will of God and to true reli- 1584 
gion. But while they were watching an opportunity 

for the execution of their purpoſe, the earl of Weſt- 
moreland happened to die in exile; and as Nevil 

was next heir to that family, he began to entertain 

hopes, that by doing ſome acceptable ſervice to the 

queen, he might recover the eſtate and honours 

| which had been forteited by the rebellion of the laſt 

earl. He betrayed the whole conſpiracy to the 1 
miniſters; and Parry, being thrown into priſon, 
E confeſſed the guilt, both to them and to the jury 
who tried him. The letter from cardinal Como, 

| being produced in court, put Parry's narrative be- 

| yond all queſtion ; and that criminal, having received 
| ſentence of death”, ſuffered the puniſhment which 

| the law appointed for his treaſonable conſpiracy 9. 
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IESE bloody deſigns now appeared every where : 
as the reſult of that bigoted ſpirit by which the two | 
| religions, eſpecially the catholic, were at this time * 
| actuated. Somerville, a gentleman of the county i 
of Warwic, ſomewhat diſordered in his underitand- } 
ing, had heard ſo much of the merit attending the 15 
afaſſination of heretics and perſecutors, that he came 3 
to London with a view of murdering the queen ; i 


but, having betrayed his deſign by ſome extravagances, 

he was thrown into priſon, and there periſhed by a 

| voluntary death. About the fame time Baltazar The affairs 

Gerard, a Burgundian, undertook and executed of the Low 
| : 5 Countries, 

| the ſame deſign againſt the prince of Orange; and 

that great man periſhed at Delft, by the hands of a 

| deſperate, aſſaſſin, who, with a reſolution worthy of 

| better cauſe, ſacrificed his own life, in order to de- 

| liroy the famous reſtorer and protector of religious 

| bberty, The Flemings, who regarded that prince 


. N State Trials, vol. i. p. 103, and ſeq. Strype, vol. iii. p. 255, 
5 4 See note [S at the end of the volume. 


Camden, p. 495. 
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CHAP. as their father, were filled with great ſorrow, as well 
- Ama; Wen they conſidered the miſerable end of fo Drave 


a patriot, as their own forlorn condition from the loſy 
of fo powerful and prudent a leader, and from the 
rapid progreſs of the Spaniſh arms. Ihe prince of 


Parma had made every year great advances upon 
them, had reduced ſeveral of the provinces to obe. 


dience, and had laid cloſe ſiege to Antwerp, the 


richeſt and molt populous city of the Netherlands, 
whoſe ſubjection, it was foreſeen, would give a mot- 
tal blow to the already declining affairs of the re. 
volted provinces. The only hopes which remained 


to them aroſe from the proſpect of foreign ſuccour, 
Being well acquainted with the cautious and frugal 
maxims of Elizabeth, they expected better 7555 
in France; and, in the view of engaging Henry to 


embrace their defence, they tendered him the ſo- 


vereignty of their provinces. But the preſent con. 
dition of that monarchy obliged the king to reject lo 
_ advantageous an offer. The duke of Anjou's death, 
which he thought would have tended to reſtore pub. 
lic tranquility, by delivering him from the intrigues 
of that prince, plunged him into the deepeſt dif. 
treſs; and the king of Navarre, a profeſſed hugo. 
not, being next heir to the crown, the duke "of 
Guile took thence occaſion to revive the catholic 
league, and to urge Henry, by the moſt violent ex- 
pedients, to feek the excluſion of that brave and 


virtuous prince. Henry himſelf, though a zealous 


_ catholic, yer, becauſe he declized complying wich 


their precipitate meaſures, became an object of aver 


fon to the league; and as his zeal, in practifing 50 
the ſuperſtitious obſervances of the Romiſh church, 
was accompanied with a very licentious conduct in 


private life; the catholic faction, in contradiction to 


univerſal experience, embraced thence the pretext 


of repreſenting his devotion as mere deceit and ly- 
58 Finding his authority to decline, he was 
obliged te to dcelare war againſt the hugonots, and to 
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on account of their dangerous pretenſions at home, 


and their cloſe alliance with Philip, he ſecretly re- 


garded as his more dangerous enemies. Conſtrained 
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put arms into the hands of the league, whom, both C H A p. 


— — 
1585. 


by the ſame policy, he dreaded the danger of aſſoci- 


ating himſelf with the revolted proteſtants in the Low 


C ountries, and was obliged to renounce that inviting _ 
opportunity of revenging himſelf for all the hoſtile | 


intrigues and enterpriles of Philip. 
Taz States, reduced to this extremity, ſent over 


offer to the queen, of acknowledging her for their 
ſovereign, on condition of obtaining her protection 


and afliſtance. Elizabeth's wiſeſt counſellors were 


divided in opinion with regard to the conduct which 
ſne ſhould hold in this critical and important 


emergence. Some adviſed her to reject the offer 
of the States, and repreſented the nene dan- 
gers, as well as injuſtice, attending tne acceptance 


of it, They faid, that the ſuppreſſion of rebellious 
ſubjects was the common caule of all ſovereigns, and 


4 any encouragement given to the revolt of the Fle- 


mings might prove the example of a like pernicious 
licence to the Engliſh: That though princes were 


| bound by the laws of the Supreme Being not to 


opprels their ſubjects, the P<0]1e never were entitled 
to forget all duty to their ſovereign, or transfer, from 
every fancy or diſguſt, or even from the iuſteſt 
ground of complaint, their obedience to any other 


| 2 folemn embaſly to London, and made anew an 


8 That the queen, in the ſuccours hitherto. 


attorded the Flemings, had conſidered them as la- 
bouring under oppreſſion, not as entitled to freedom; 


and had intended only to admoniſh Philip not to per- 


levere in his tyranny, without any view of raviſhing 
from him theſe provinces which he enjoyed by here- 
ditary right from his anceſtors: That her ſituation 


in Ireland, and even in England, would afford that 
Powertul monarch fullicient opportunity of retaliate | 
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ing upon her; and ſhe muſt thenceforth expec 
that, inſtead of ſecretly fomenting faction, he would 
openly employ his whole force in the protection and 
defence of the catholics: That the pope would un. 


doubtedly unite his ſpiritual arms to the temporal 


ones of Spain: And that the queen would ſoon re. 


pent her making ſo precarious an acquiſition in fo. 
reign countries, by expoſing her own dominions to 
the moſt imminent danger. 

Orurr counſellorsof Elizabeth maintained a con. 
trary opinion. They aſſerted, that the queen had 
not, even from the beginning of her reign, but cer. 
tainly had not at prelent, the choice whether ſhe 


would embrace friendſhip or hoſtility with Philip: 


That by the whole tenor of that prince's conduct it 


appeared, that his ſole aims were, the extending of 
his empire, and the entire ſubjection of the pro- 


teſtants, under the ſpecious pretence of maintaining 


the catholic faith: That the provocations which ſh 


bad already given him, joined to his general ſcheme 
of policy, would for ever render him her implaca. 


ble enemy; and as ſoon as he had ſubdued his re- | 


volted ſubjects, he would undoubtedly fall, with the 


whole force of his united empire, on her defencelek 


Rate? That the only queltion was, whether ſhe would 


12intain a war abroad, and ſupported by allies, 0! 


5 Wars till the ſubjeRion of all the confederates of 


England ſhould give her enemies leiſure to begin 


their hoſtilities in the bowels of the kingdom: That 


the revolted provinces, though in a dec ining con- 


dition, poſſeſſed ſtill conſiderable force; and by the 


aſſiſtance of England, by the advantages of nar 
ſituation, and by their inveterate antipathy to Philip, 
might {ill be enabled to maintain the conteſt again!: 
the Spaniſh monarchy : That their maritime powe!, 
united to the queen's, would give her entire ſecurity 


y Camden, p. 507. Bentivoglio, part 2. lib. iv. 
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on the ſide from which alone ſhe could be affaulted, CHAP, 

and would even enable her to make inroads on ES ang OTE 
Philip's dominions, both in Europe and. the Indies: 1585. 
Tha: 2 war which was neceſſary could never be un- 
ju ; and ſelf. defence was concerned, as well in pre- 


venting certain dangers at a diſtance, as in repelling 4 
any immediate invaſion : And that, ſince hoſtility 5 
with Spain was the unavoidable conſequence of the : 1 
preſent intereſts and fituations of the two monarchies, | 


it were better to compenſate that danger and loſs by 
the acquiſition of tuch porn provinces to the 
Engliſh empire. if 

Amps theſe oppoſite counſels the queen, ap- | 1 
prchenſive of the conſequences attending each ex- 
treme, was inclined to ſteer a middle courſe ; and 
though ſuch conduct is ſeldom prudent, ſhe was 


COW.” 
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0- not, in this reſolution, guided by any prejudice Or i 
1 WW miſtaken affection. She was determined not to | 
he 7 permit, without oppoſition, the total ſubjection of | 
ne the revolted provinces, whoſe intereſts ſhe deemed 3 
i WW fo cloſely connected with her own : But foreſeeing ; ji 
that the acceptance of their ſovereignty would oblice 5 
he her to employ her whole force in their defence, would 1 
b give umbrage to her neighbours, and would expoſe BR 
ul W her to the reproach of ambition and uſurpation, im- | 
0 WF putations which hitherto ſhe had carefully avoided, þ 


| the immediately rejected this offer. She concluded 


za league with the States on the tollowing conditions : br 
aa That ſhe ſhould fend over an army to their aſſiſt- A 
WH ance, of five thouſand foot and a thouſand horſe, # 
gs and pay them during the war; that the general, and | 


wo others whom ſhe ſhould appoint, ſhould be ad- 
emitted into the council of the States; that neither 


nt | party ſhould make peace without the conſent of the 
WW other; that her expences ſhould be refunded after 
WW the concluſion of the war; and that the towns of 

Flulhing and the Ae with the caſtle of Ramme- 
00 
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kins, ſhould, in the mean time, be conſigned into 
her hands by way of ſecurity. 5 17 50 
ITE queen knew that this meaſure would imme. 
diately engage her in open hoſtilities with Philip; 
yet was not the terrified with the view of the pre. 


ſent greatneſs of that monarch. The continent 8 


Spain was at that time rich and populous ; and the 
late addition of Fortugal, beſides ſecuring internal 


tranquillity, had annexed an opulent kingdom 9 
Philip's dominions, had made him maſter of man 
. ſettlements in the Eaſt Indics, and of the whole 


commerce of thoſe regions, and had much increaſed 
his naval power, 11 which he was before chiefly de. 
ficient. All the princes of Italy, even the pope and 


the court of Rome, were reduced to a kind of ſub. 


jection under him, and ſeemed to poſſeſs their ſove. 
reigntyon terms ſomewhat precarious. The Auſtrian 
branch in Germany, with their dependent princt- 


palities, was cloſely connected with him, and was 


ready to ſupply him with troops for every enterpriſe, 


All the treaſures of the Welt Indies were in his 


poſſeſſion; and the preſent ſcarcity of the precious 
metals in every country of Europe rendered the 
influence of his riches the more forcible and exten- 


five. The Netherlands ſeemed on the point of fe 
lapſing into ſervitude ; and ſmall hopes were enter- 


tained of their withitanding thoſe numerous and 
veteran armies which, under the command ot tie 


moſt experienced generals, he employed againſt 


them. Even France, which was wont to counter. 
balance the Au rian greatnels, had loit all her force 
from inteſtine commotions; and as the catholics, 


the ruling party, were clolely connected with him, 
he rather expected thence an augmentation than 


a diminution of his power. Upon the whole, ſuch 
prepoſſeſſions were every where entertained col. 


» | . PEN 1 * 
cerning the force of the Spani{h monarchy, that the 


king of Sweden, when he hcard that Elizabeth ba 
25 pen 
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| openly embraced the defence of the revolted Fle- © 18 
mings, ſcrupled not to ſay, that ſhe had now taken _ AT . 
the diadem from her head, and had adventured it 1585. 
upon the doubtful chance of war ". Yet was this 

| princeſs rather cautious than enterpriſing in her 

natural temper: She never needed more to be 
impelled by the vigour, than reſtrained by the 

| prudence, of her miniſters : But when ſhe {aw an 

evident neceſſity, ſhe braved danger with mag- 
nanimous courage; and truſting to her own con- | G 
ſummate wiſdom, and to the affections, however 1 
divided, of her people, ſhe prepared herſelf to reſiſtt = 
and even to aſſault the whole force of the catholic 
Fo CI Og = „ 
| Tar earl of Leiceſter was ſent over to Holland, 
at the head of the Engliſh auxiliary forces. He car- 


r 
r 


nid with him a ſplendid retinue; being accompa- 
ned by the young earl of Eſſex, his ſon-in-law, 


j SY Cray ITE EIN 26 7 Ae vo 


ee 


the lords Audley and North, fir William Ruſſel, 


© W fir Thomas Shirley, fir Arthur Baſſet, fir Walter 1 
" Waller, fir Gervaſe Clifton, and a ſele& troop of ] 
15 five hundred gentlemen. He was received on his {8 
arrival at Fluſhing by his nephew fir Philip Sidney, it 
be the governor ; and every town through which he = 
"WF paſſed expreſſed their joy by acclamations and tri- | 
' WF umphal arches, as if his preſence and the queen's 0 
protection had brought them the moſt certain de- 9 
liverance. The States, defirous of engaging Eli- — 
zabeth ſtill farther in their defence, and knowing 1 
the intereſt which Leiceſter. poſſeſſed with her, con- . L 


lerred on him the title of governor and captain- 
general of the United Provinces, appointed a guard 
to attend him, and treated him in ſome reſpects as 
their ſovereign. But this ſtep had a contrary effect 
| to what they expected. The queen was diſpleaſed 
with the artifice of the States, and the ambition of 


TEES | vu Camden, P · 505. | | 
Vol, V. 5 Leiceſter. 


With Spain. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
Leiceſter, She ſeverely reprimanded both ; and it 
was with ſome difficulty that, after many humble 
ſubmiſſions, they were able to appeaſe her. 

AMERICA was regarded as the chief ſource of 

_ Philip's power, as well as the moſt defenceleſs part 
of his dominions ; and Elizabeth, finding that an 
open breach with that monarch was unavoidahle, 
reſolved not to leave him unmoleſted in that quarter, 
The great ſucceſs of the Spaniards and Portugueſe 
in both Indies had excited a ſpirit of emulation in 
England; and as the progreſs of commerce, ſtil 
more that of colonies, is ſlow and gradual, it was 
happy that a war in this critical period had opened 
a more flattering proſpect to the avarice and ambi. 
tion of the Engliſh, and had tempred them, by the 
view of ſudden and exorbitant profit, to engage in 
naval enterpriſes. A fleet of twenty {ail was equip. 

ped to attack the Spaniards in the Weſt Indies: Two 
_ thouſand three hundred volunteers, beſides ſeamen, 
engaged on board it; ſir Francis Drake was ap- 
pointed Admiral; Chriſtopher Carliſle commander 
of the land forces. They took St. Jago, near Cape 
Verde, by iurpri'e; and found in it plenty of pro- 
viſions, but no riches. They ſailed to Hiſpaniola; 
and, eaſily making themſelves maſters of St. Domingo 
by affault, obliged the inhabitants to ranſom their 
houſes by a ſum of money. Carthagena fell next 
into their hands after ſome more refiltance, and was 
treated in the ſame manner. They burned St. An. 
thony and St. Helens, two towns on the coalt ol 
Florida. Sailing along the coaft of Virginia, they 
found the ſmall remains of a colony which had beet 

_ planted there by fir Walter Raleigh, and which had 
gone extremely to decay. This was the firſt attempt 
of the Engliſh to form ſuch ſettlements z and thouy| 
they have ſince ſurpaſſed all European nations, boil 

in the ſituation of their colonies, and in the noble 

principles of liberty and induſtry, on which Us 
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that the miſerable planters abandoned their ſettle- 
ments, and prevailed on Drake to carry them with 


bim to England. Be returned with ſo much riches 
as encouraged the volunteers, and with ſuch ac— 
counts of the Spaniſn wenkneſs in thoſe countries. 
as ſerved extremely to inflame the ſpirits of the na- 
lion to future enterpriſes. The great mortality 


which the climate had g roduced in his fleet was AS 
is uſual, but a feeble ele aint on the 8 and fans 
ovine hopes of young adventurers”. It is thought 


that Drake's fleet lirſt introduced the uſe of tobacco 
into England. N : 

| Taz enterpriſes of Leiceſter 3 mh leſs ſuc- 
| ceſsful than thoſe of Drake. This man poſſeſſed 


neither courage nor capacity equal to the truſt re- 


| poſed in him by the queen; and as he was the only 
bad choice ſhe made for any conſiderable employ- 
ment, men naturally believed that ſhe had here been 
1 influenced by an affection ſtill more partial than 
that of friendſhip. He gained at firſt ſome advan- 
tage in an action againſt the Spaniards ; and threw 


275 
are founded; they had here been ſo unſucceſsful, e H A P. 
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ſuccours into Grave, by! which that place was en- 


abled to make a vigorous defence: But the cow- 
ardice of the governor, Van Hemert, rendered all 

E theſe efforts uſeleſs. He capitulated after a feeble 
| refiſtance 3 and, being tried 10 his conduct, ſuffered 
a capital puniſhment from the ſentence of a court- 
martial. The prince of Parma next undertook the 
ſiege of Venlo, which was furrendered to him after 
| ſome reſiſtance. The fate of N unn was more diſ- 


mal; being taken by Aut while the garriſon was 


| eating of a capitulation, Rhimbers, which was 
| garrifoned by twelve hundred Eng]: :, under the 
command of colonel Morgan, was afterwards be- 


ſieged by the Spaniards; and LEiceters thinking 
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c H AP. himſelf too weak to attempt raiſing the ſiege, endes. 
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voured to draw off the prince of Parma by forming 
another enterpriſe. He firſt attacked Doeſburgh, 
and ſucceeded ; He then ſat down before Zutphen, 
which the Spaniſh general thought ſo important a 
fortreſs that he haſtened to its relief. He made the 
marquis of Gueſto advance with a convoy, which 
he intended to throw into the place. They were fa. 
voured by a fog ; but, falling by acctdent on a body 
of Engliſh cavalry, a furious action enſued, in which 
the Spaniards were worſted, and the marquis of 
Gonzaga, an Italian nobleman of great reputation 
and family, was flain. "The purſuit was ſtopped by tle 
advance of ihe prince of Parma with the main body 
of the Spaniſh army; and the Engliſh cavalry, on 
their return from the field, found their advantage 
more than compenſated by the loſs of fir Philp 
Sidney, who, being mortally wounded in the action, 
was carried off by the ſoldiers, and ſoon after died. 
This perſon is deſcribed by the writers of that age 
as the moſt perfect model of an accompliſhed gen- 
tleman that could be formed even by the wanton 
imaginatjon of poetry or fiction. Virtuous conduct, 
polite converſation, heroic valour, and elegant 
erudition, all concurred to render him the orn 
ment and delight of the Engliſh court; and as the 
credit which he poſſeſſed with the queen and the 
earl of Leiceſter was wholly employed in the en- 
couragement of genius and literature, his prailes 
| have been tranſmitted with advantage to poſterity, 
No perion was ſo low as not to become an object 
of his humanity. After this laſt action, while be 
was lying on the field mangled with wounds, a bot- 
tle of water was brought him to relieve his thirlt; 
but, obſerving a a ſoldier TIER him 1 in a like miſerable 
condition, he ſaid, This man's necęſſity is til 
greater 2 TN mine: And reſigned to him the bottle 
of water. The king of Scots, truck with admit. 
1 
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tion of Sidney? s virtue, celebrated his memory in o H A p. 
4 copy of Latin verſes, which he compoled on the —— 
deati of that young hero. 1586, 


Tux Engliſh, though a long peace had deprived 
them of all experience, were ſtrongly poſſeſſed of 
military genius; and the advantages gained by the 
prince of Parma were not attributed to the ſuperior 
| bravery and diſcipline of the Spaniards, but ſolely 
to the want of military abilities in Leiceſter. The 
States were much difcontented with his manage- 
ment of the war; ſtill more with his arbitrary and 
| imperious conduct, and at the end of the cam- 
| paign they applied to him for a redreſs of all their 
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| grievances. But Leiceſter, without giving them any [ 
„ fatbiattion, departed ſoon after for FE ngland *. : 
ar queen, while ſhe provoked ſo powerful an 4 
' enemy as the king of Spain, was not forgetful to 1 4 
* W ſecure herſelf on the fide of Scotland; and ſhe e- q 
„davoured both to cultivate the friendſhip and alli- # 
IF ence of her kinſman James, and to remove al! F 
grounds of quarrel between them. An attempt | 
L which ſhe had made ſome time beſore was not well F 
= calculated to gain the confidence of that prince. 4 
„ She had diſpatched Wotton as her ambaſſador to 2M 
e >cotland ; gs though ſhe gave him private in— 9 
» ſructions with regard to her affairs, ſhe informed ; 
\ James that when the had any political buſineſs to 4 
.. W diculs with him, ſhe would employ another mini- f 6 
. W i; that this man was not fitted for ſerious nego- 5 7 
+ W tations; and that her chief purpole in ſending him 

„as to entertain the king with witty and facetious 

3 converſation, and to partake without reſerve of his 

. dleaſures and amuſements. Wotton was maſter of 

„profound diflimulation, and knew how to cover, 

nander the appearance of a careleſs gaiety, the deepeſt 


le deligns and molt dangerous artifices. When 5. a 


5 Camden, P. 5 12. Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. 4. 
: 74 youth. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
youth of twenty, he had heen employed by his 
uncle, Dr. Wotton, ambaſſador in France during 
the reign of Marv, to enſnare the conſtable, Mont. 


morency; and had not his purpoſe been fruſtrated 


by pure accident, his cunning had prevailed over 


all the caution and experience of that aged miniſter, 
It is no wonder that, after years had improved hin 


in all the arts of deceit, he ſhould gain an aſcendant 
over « young prince of ſo open and unguarded a 
temper as James; efpecially when the queen's ge. 
commendation prepared the way for his reception, 
He was admitted into all the pleaſures of the king; 
made himſelf maſter of his ſecrets; and had 0 
much the more authority with Eim in political tranl. 
actions, as he did not fecm to pay the leaſt atten. 


{ * 


1. 1 v3 0+ x AN 1 \ 2 a wo * 5 1 f 3 
tion to theſe matters. Ihe Scottiſh miniſters, who 


obſerved the growing intereſt of this man, endes. 


voured to acquire his friendſhip; and ſcrupled not 
to ſacrifice to his inttigues the molt eſſential inte- 


reſts of their mailer, Elizabeth's uſual jealouſie 


LET. 1 . 3 . . 
With regard tO Ber hells began NOW tO be len Elled 


4 


, 3 p . % % £7! — * WY s * 33 : 3 f : wy 23 ! 
againſt James; and as that prince had attamed tir 
% 4 


years proper for marriage, ſhe was apprehenive 
left, by being ſtrengthened with children and all. 
ances, he ſhould acquire the greater intereſt aud 


- > 


authority with her Eugliſh ſubjects. She directed 


Wotton to form a fecret concert with ſome Scot- 


tiſh noblemen, and to procure their promiſe that 
- INT 
T. 3 3 8 3 4 
James, during three years, hould not on any ac 
Fj y 6 1 5 q 
count be permitted to marry. In conſequence d 
: 1 r 11 N71 1% art ＋ 3 44" — 5 5 vit! 
this view, they endeavoured to eimubroil him with 
* ” 0% \ : * p Y RE . 4 3 = 
the king of Denmark, who had ſent ambailadors 10 
GC . 4 . Y\ #8. & Da 8 * % } 3**73 37 VO > Bs - 2 2 4 1 * * of 
Scotland Qu DI CLOIER Ui COONIANQINY reit {H1ON | 
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the Orkneys, but really with a view of opening! 
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is pretended, a conpiracy with fome maicontes 


10 


ELIZABETH. 


into the hands of Elizabeth, who would probably 
have denied all concurrence in the deſign, but 
would have been ſure to retain him in perpetual 
thraldom, if not captivity. The conſpiracy was 
detected, and Wotton fled haſtily from SEO, 
without taking leave of the king“. 


reſentment of this traitorous attempt, and his na- 


= ee for a ſtrict alliance between Scotland and 
59 England: and, the more ettectually to gain the 
| prince's Fendi p, ſhe granted him a penſion equi- 


_ temper inclined him ſoon to forgive and forget 
The queen found no difficulty in renewing the 


279 
to ſeize the perſon of the king, and to deliver him © H A f. 


— 
1 586. 


JamEs's ſituation: obliged him. to difemble bis | 


i valent to bis claim on the inheritance of his grand- 
4 mother, the counteſs of Lenox, lately deceaſed *. 
2 A league was formed between E! zabeth and James, 
WE for the mutual defence of their dominious, and of 
W their religion, now menaced by ihe open combi- 
AM nation of all the catholic powers of Furope. It 
vas ſtipulated, that if Elizabeth were invaded, 
„james ſhould aid her with a hoop Of two thoutand 
> E horſe and five thoutand foot; that Elizabeth, in a 
1 | like caſe, ſhould lend 10 his alliitance thre E. Ir 1 
1 | horſe and fix thouſand toot ; that the 2 Charge of thele 
_ | armies ſhould be deirayed | by the prince who de- 
WW manded athitance ; that if the invaſion ſhould be 
15 made upon England, within tixty nules of the fron- 
2 tiers of Scotland, this latter kingdom {ſhould march 


its whole force to the alliiiance of the kormer and 


alliances of either tate with any foreign Kingdom, o 
far as religion was concerned *. 

| By this league James ſecured himſelf againſt all 
| attempts trom abroad, opened a way for acquiring 


C Camden, n Rymer, tom. XV. p. 803. 5 
£ 14 the 


that the preſent league ſhould ſuperiede all former 


Y McIvil. 5 Spotſa 004, P. 351. 2 Ibid, wo 349. 
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ſcarcely to be accounted for in its operations by any 


_ eccleſiaſtical authority. Ove Gibſon ſaid in the 
pulpit, that captain James Stuart (meaning the late 


of the nobility, ancient maladies of the Scottiſh 
government, the ſpirit of fanaticiſm had introduced 


religion, when corrupted by falſe opinion, is not 


ſolence of the preachers, who triumphed in their 


an extreme height ; and they carried their arrogance 
ſo far, not only againſt the king, but againſt the 
Whole civil power, that they excommunicated th 
_ archbiſhop of St. Andrew's, becauſe he had been 


ſtrained their ſeditious ſermons“: Nor could that 
prelate ſave himſelf by any expedient from this ter- 


much moleſted with eccleſiaſtical affairs, and witl 
the refractory diſpoſition of the clergy, adviſed him 
to leave them to their own courſes : For that in! 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND: 


the confidence and affections of the Engliſh, and 
might entertain ſome proſpect of domeſtic tran. 
quillity, which, while he lived on bad terms with 
Elizabeth, he could never expect long to enjoy, 
Beſides the turbulent diſpoſition and inveterate tend; 


a new diſorder; ſo much the more dangerous 2 
reſtrained by any rules of morality, and 1s even 


principles of ordinary conduct and policy. The in- 


dominion over the populace, had at this time reached 


active in parliament for promoting a law which re. 
rible ſentence, but by renovncing all pretenſions to 


earl of Arran) and his wife Jezebel had been deemed 
the chief perſecutors of the church; but it was now 
ſeen that the king himſelf was the great offender: 
And for this crime the preacher denounced againt W 
him the curſe which fell on Jeroboam, that he ſhould 
die childleſs, and be the laſt of his race ©. 

THe ſecretary Thirlſtone, perceiving the king f 


ſhort time they would become fo intolerable, that 
the people would riſe againſt them, and drive then 


> Spotfwocd, p. 345, 346. © Thid. p. 344. 
5 | | | Ou! 


out 


ELIZABETH. 


_ ® Spotſwood, p. 348. 
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out of the country, © True,“ replied the king: H Ar. 
f I purpoſed to undo the church and religion, 
| « your counſel were good : But my intention is to 
% maintain both: Therefore cannot I ſuffer the 
„ clergy to follow ſuch a conduct as will in the 
end bring religion into contempt and deriſion “. 
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Scots, had very early engaged E lizabeth to conn 


dictates of jealouſy and politics, rather 828 of 


the captive QUEEN TY till impelled her tO atten 
greater extremities; and While her impatience d 
_ confinement, her revenge ', and her high ſpar 
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C HAP. XIII. 


Teal of the caihilics Babington's conſpiracy 
Mary ajjents 16 the 2 => The con piraten 
ſeized and executed — — Reſolution 10 try ihe queen 
of Scits - 7 he comm iſſioners prevail oh her © 
ſubnit to The trial ——T he trial ene 
againſt Mary —— Inter pgſi tion of king James == 


Re. {ons for the execution of Mary——The PYorm 


tion ins pi Ma / ** S$ ha racte . 11207 SA "(te 


4 
ferrowy—— Drake deſtroys the Spaniſh fleet at Cad 
— Ll! tip projetts FE n W Fnelang.<= 
- The invincible Armaau-- 1 Fig: 


＋ 
land X De Arma! ( C arria VES 777 the channel 
Defeated A parliament--- E pedition again 
Portugal -— Affairs of Scotland. 


4 III. dangers which arge from the chiratld 


principles, and pretenſions of the queen d 
in her treatment of that unfortunate princeſs, 


friend{hip or generotity : Reſentment of this utag 
had puſhed Mary mto ener which had neut 
threatened the repoſe and authority of Elizabeth: 
The rigour and reſtraint, thence redoubled updl 


„ Digges, p. 139. Haynes, p. 607. 
f fcc nete CE] at the end of the volume. 
col. 
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concurred with religious zeal, and the ſuggeſtions of © Ea, 
Lieſperate bigots, ſhe was at laſt engaged in defigns _— 
which afforded her enemies, who watched the op- 1586. 
portunity, a pretence or reaſon for eftecting her 

nal ruin. : 

Tax Engliſh ſeminary at Rheims had wrought al of the 
Ithemſelves up to a high pitch of rage and animoſity cacholics. 

againſt the queen. The recent perſecutions from 

„ hich they had efcaped; the new rigours which 


= 2 

* — . W_ 

n 
T 


— - 


p * 1 4 2 PR * = py HEPES 8 4 r 
. ˙ ee: Ye hs a 


1 they knew awaited therm in the courſe of their miſ- = , 
bons; the liberty which at preſent they enjoyed ” ” 
oefdeclaiming againſt that princeſs; and the contagion a 
ef that religious fury which every where ſurrounded a 


chem in France: All theſe cauſes had obliterated 5 5 
ich them every maxim of common ſenſe, and every 
principle of morals or humanity. Intoxicated with 
_ {admiration of the divine power and infallibility of 
„ the pope, they revered his bull, by which he excom- 
_.{Enunicated and depoſed the queen; and fome of 
e em had gone to that height of extravagance as to 
alert, that that performance had been immediately 
dictated by the Holy Ghoſt. The aſſaſſination of 
heretical ſovereigns, and of that princeſs in partt- 


PS ns 


. 


= 7 K * 


E ABOUT the ſame time, John Ballard, a prieſt of 
q that ſeminary, had returned to Paris from his miſſion 
Im England and Scotland; and as he had obſerved a 
| pirit of mutiny and rebellion to be very prevalent 
1 5 among 


cer, cular, was repreſented as the moſt meritorious 9 a 
n of el enterpriſes; and they taught that whoever - : 
n{ult Wperiſned in ſuch pious attempts enjoyed without diſ- ; 
le pute the glorious and never-tading crown of mar- 5 
ol yrdom. By ſuch doctrines they inſtigated John b 
1/20 Woavage, a man of deſperate courage, who had ferved # 
cally ome years in the Low Countries under the prince 1 
eth Þ Parma, to attempt the life of Elizabeth; and 
upoaß his aſſaſſin, having made a vow to perſevere in his 5 
ting deſign, was ſent over to Ungland and recommended : 
ee ol o the confidence of the more zealous catholics. f 
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CH AP. 
XLII. 
1586. 


Babington's 
conſpiracy. 


an excellent capacity, and was accompliſhed in lite. 
rature beyond moſt of his years or ſtation. Being 


encouraged Ballard to hope for ſuccours trom theſe 


and a devoted partiſan of the queen of Scots, being 
well acquainted with the prudence, vigour, and ge 


fore; and had fallen into intimacy with Thoma 
Morgan, a bigoted ſugitive from England, and with 
the biſhop of Glaſgow, Mary's ambaſſador at the 
court of France, By continually extolling the ani WH 
able accompliſhments and heroical virtues of tit 
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among the catholic devotees in theſe countrics, he 
had founded on that diſpoſition the project of de. 
throning Elizabeth, and of reltoring, by force gf 
arms, the exerciſe of the ancient religion“. Thy 
ſituation of affairs abroad ſeemed favourable to this 
enterpriſe; The pope, the Spamard, the duke of 
Guiſe, concurring in intereſts, had formed à rel. 
lution to make ſome attempt againſt England : And 
Mendoza, the Spaniſh ambaſſador at Paris, ſtrongly 


princes. Charles Paget alone, a zealous catholic, 


neral popularity of Elizabeth, always maintained 


that ſo long as that princeſs was allowed to live, t. 
was in vain to expect any ſucceſs from an enterprile 


upon England. Ballard, perſuaded of this truti, 
jaw more clearly the neceſſity of executing the de. 


ſign formed at Rheims: He came over to England 

in the diſguiſe of a ſoldier, and aſſumed the name 
of captain Forteſcue : And he bent his endeavours 
to effect at once the project of an aſſaſſination, an 
inſurrection, and an invaſion". _ 


Tae firſt perſon to whom he addreſſed himſel 


was Anthony Babington, of Dethic, in the county 


of Derby. This young gentleman was of a good 
family, poſſeſſed a plentiful fortune, had diſcovered 


zcalouſly devoted to the catholic communion, le 
had ſecretly made a journey to Paris ſome time be- 


princeſs, they impelled the ſanguine and unguarde! 


* Murden's State Papers, p. 517. h Camden, p. 513: 
| | Tin 
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[mind of young Babington to make ſome attempt © 17 4 f. 
| for her ſervice ; and they employed every principle CES 
of ambition, gallantry, and religious zeal, to give 1586. 
bim a contempt of thoſe dangers which attended 

Loy enterpriſe againſt the vigilant government of 
TLlizabeth. Finding him well diſpoſed for their . - 
Ipurpoſe, they ſent him back to England, and ſe- 5 
ſccetly, unknown to himſelf, recommended him to k 
the queen of Scots, as a perſon worth engaging in 
ber ſervice. She wrote him a letter full of friend- 
E hip and confidence; and Babington, ardent in his 
temper, and zealous in his principles, thought that 
| theſe advances now bound him in honour to devote 
[himſelf entirely to the ſervice of that unfortunate 
10 Wrrinceſs. During ſome time, he had found means 
of conveying to her all her foreign correſpondence ; 
but after ſhe was put under the cuſtody of fir Amias 
IPaulet, and reduced to a more rigorous confine- 
Iment, he experienced ſo much difficulty and danger 
in rendering her this ſervice, that he had deſiſted 
from every attempt of that nature. 

| Warn Ballard began to open his intentions to 
Babington, he found his zeal ſuſpended, not ex- 
tinguiſhed : His former ardour revived on the men- 


el on of any enterpriſe which ſeemed to promiſe 
11 ſucceſs in the cauſe of Mary and of the catholic 
00 


religion, He had entertained ſentiments conform- 
able to thoſe of Paget, and repreſented the folly of 


ne Al attempts which, during the lifetime of Elizabeth, 
<1; could be formed againſt the eſtabliſhed religion and 
| be gorernment of England. Ballard, encouraged b 
be; this hint ; O hi | 4 
"W's hint, proceeded to diſcover to him the deſign 
n SWundertaken by Savage“; and was well pleaſed to 
wit! Wcbſerve, that, inſtead of being ſhocked with the pro- 
the led, Babington only thought it not ſecure enough, 
* vben entruſted to one ſingle hand, and propoſed to 


Join five others with Savage in this deſperate enter- 
pile. 1 e 1 


I Camden, p. 515. State Trials, p. 114. 
V IN 
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ton, whoſe father had been cofferer to the houſhold, 
readily undertook the aſſaſſination of the queen, 


Tichborne of Southampton, when the defign wa 


fame inſtant when Elizabeth ſhould be aſſaſſinated, 


8 confuſion, would eaſily fix the queen of Scots on th 
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In proſecution of theſe views, Babington employed 
himſelf in increaſing the number of his aſſociates; 
and he ſecretly drew into the conſpiracy many es. 
tholic gentlemen diſcontented with the preſent go. 
vernment. Barnwel, of a noble family in Ireland, 
Charnoc, a gentleman of Lancaſhire, and Abing. 


Charles Tilney, the heir of an ancient family, and 


propoſed to them, expreſſed ſome ſcruples which 
were removed by the arguments of Babington and 
Ballard. Savage alone refuſed, during ſome time, to 
ſhare the glory of the enterpriſe with any others; 
he challenged the whole to himſelf ; and it was with 
ſome difficulty he was induced to depart from this 
prepoſterous ambition. 


III deliverance of the queen of Scots at the very 


was requiſite for effecting the purpoſe of the conſpi- 
rators; and Babington undertook, with a party of 
a hundred horſe, to attack her guards while ihe 
ſhould be taking the air on horſeback. In this en 
terpriſe he engaged Edward Windſor, brother to 
the lord of that name, Thomas Saliſbury, Roben 
Gage, John Travers, John Jones, and Henry 
Donne ; molt of them men of family and interell 
The conſpirators much wanted, but could not find, 
any nobleman of note whom they might place at the 
head of the enterpriſe; but they truited that the great 
events of the queen's death and Mary's deliverance 
would rouſe all the zealous catholics to arms; and 
that foreign forces, taking advantage of the genen 


throne, and re-eſtabliſh the ancient religion. 
THESE deſperate projects had not eſcaped tis 
vigilance of Elizabeth's council, particularly 9 


* State Trials, vole i. p. 111. 2 
Ss W. 
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the retained in pay, to attend Ballard in his j journey 
Io France, and had thereby got a hint of the deſigns 
lentertained by the fugitives. Polly, another of his 
ſpies, had found means to inſinuate himſelf among 
lhe confpirators in England; and though not entirely 
truſted, had obtaine Fi fame inſight into their dan- 
Jgerous ſecrets. But the bottom of the conſpiracy 


* as never fully known till Gifford, a ſeminary prieſt, 
9 came over, and made a tender 5 his ſervices to 
nd 


Walſingham. By his means the diſcovery became 
of the utmoſt e r and involved the fate or 


„ 
oh Plary, as well as of thoſe zealous partiſans of that 
my 
. Worincels. 
this P 


| BapiNGTON and TER aſſociates, having laid ſuch a 
Llan as they thought promiſed intallible lucceſs, 


„ 
1 Fee impatient to communicate the deſign to the 
1 queen of Scots, and to obtain her app! robation and 
ooh Koncurrence. For this ſervice they em ployed Gii- 
ol 


3 en 
xr t0 
bert 
cn. 
rell 
find, 
it the 


feorreſpondence with Mary. Walfingh: m propoted 
he matter to Paulet, and defired him to connive at 
IGifford's corrupting one of his ſervants : But Pauler, 
Everſe to the introducing of ſuch a 5 pre- 
kedent into his family, deſired that they would rather 
Fink of fome other expedient, iter fou nd 

þ brewer, who ſupplied the family with ale; and 


Teal 

"i Þrided him to convey letters to the captive queen. 
„ The letters, by Paulet's contrivanc ©, Were thruſt 
"I ſirough a chink in the wall; and anſwers were re- 


purned by the ſame conveyance. 8 
BaLLAR D and Babington were of firſt diſſident 
bf Gifford's fidelity; and, to make trial of him, ticy 


Pa finding by the anſwers that theſe had b Deen faith- 
ally delivered, they laid aſide all farther ſcruple . all 
Furcyed by his hands the mot Crimi; nal and dan- 


ford, who immediately applied to VWallngham, that 
the n of that miniſter might forward His ſecret 


Fave him only blank papers made up like letters: 5 


4 93 
Pu. , * * ; | '$ { y:. 
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lmafngham, ſecretary of ſtate. That artful mi- © 1 5 
Iniſter had engaged Maud, a catholic prieſt, Whomm 


1586. 
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CHAP. 
XLII. 
— ans 
1586. 


Mary aſ- 
ſents to the 
conſpiracy. 


made, either for her own deliverance or an inſur. 


Charles Paget, the archbiſhop of Glaigow, and fir 


he himſelf was repreſented ſtanding amidſt the fix 


Mu ANWHILE, Babington, anxious to enfure and 
| haſten the foreign ſuccours, refolved to dilpatci 


the rewards which it ſhould ever be in her power 
to confer ; and that the death of Elizabeth was z 
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gerous parts of their conſpiracy. Babington in. 
formed Mary of the deſign laid for a foreign im. 
ſion, the plan of an inſurrection at home, the ſcheme 
for her deliverance, and the conſpiracy for aſſaſſinat. 
ing the uſurper, by ſix noblegentlemen, as he termed 
them, all of them his private friends; who, from 
the zeal which they bore to the catholic cauſe, and 
her majeſty's ſervice, would undertake the trapical 
execution, Mary replied, that ſhe approved highly 
of the deſign ; that the gentlemen might expet al 


neceſſary circumſtance, before any attempts were 
reQtion'. Theſe letters, with others to Mendozz, 


Francis Inglefield, were carried by Gifford to ſecre. 
tary Walſingham ; were decyphered by the art d 
Philips, his clerk, and copies taken of them. Wal 
ſingham employed another artifice in order to obtain 
full inſight into the plot: He ſubjoined to a lette 
of Mary's a poſtſcript in the ſame cypher, in which 
he made her defire Babington to intorm her of the 
names of the conſpirators. The indiſcretion af 
Babington furniſhed Walſingham with ſtill another 
means of detection as well as of defence. That 
gentleman had cauſed a picture to be drawn, when 


aſſaſſins; and a motto was ſubjoined, expreſſing that 
their common perils were the band of their conte- 
deracy. A copy of this picture was brought t 


Elizabeth, that ſhe might know the aſſaſſins, anl 
guard herſelf againſt their approach to her perlot 


Ballard into France; and he procured for him, unde 


= State Trials, vol. i. P. 135. Camden, Pe 3.154 
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a feigned name, a licence to travel. In order to © f 4 P. 
| remove from himſelf all ſuſpicion, he applied to . 
Walſingham, pretended great zeal for the queen' 8 1886. 

t ſervice, offered to go abroad, and profeſſed his in- 


| tentions of em loying the confidence which he had 


m {Wl czined araong the catholics to the deteRion and 
14 lifappointment of their conſpiracies. Walſingham 
a commended his royal purpoſes; and, promiſing his 


own counſel and aſſiſtance in the execution of them, 
till fed him with hopes, and maintained a cloſe 
correſpondence with him. A warrant, meanwhile, 
vas iſſued for ſeizing Ballard; and uns incident, 
ſioined to the conſciouſneſs of guilt, begat in all the 
ur. conſpirators the utmoſt anxiety and concern. Some 

2, adziſed that they ſhould immediately make their 
r ecape: Others propoſed that Savage and Charnoc 
ce. hould without delay execute their purpoſe againſt 
Tlzabeth; and Babington, in proſecution of this 
ſcheme, forniſhed Savage with money, that he 
might buy good clothes; and thereby have more 
Fealy acceſs to the queen's perſon. Next day they 
Ibezan to apprehend that they had taken the alarm 
too haſtily ; and, Babington having renewed his N 
correſpondence with Walſingham, was perſuaded by a 


ther What ſubtle miniſter, that the ſeizure of Ballard had 0 
That Iproceeded entirety from the uſual diligence of in- ; 
chere ormers in the detection of popiſh and ſeminary ; 
xe xiprieſts. He even conſented to take lodgings ſecretly 4 
than Walſingham's houſe, that they might have more | 
ont: Wrequent conferences together, before his intended = 
ht i [eparture for France : But obſerving that he was | 
„ andiratched and guarded, he made his eſcape, and gave | 
erſol li alarm to the other conſpirators. They all took to 7 
e might, covered themſelves with ſeveral diſguiſes, and q 
patch concealed in woods or barns ; but were ſoon diſ- i 
unde covered, and thrown into priſon. In their examina- The con- = 

[tions they contradicted each other; and the leaders Fig 

ere obliged to make a full confeſlion of the truth. execureds a 

or. V. 5 Feine 
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C HA P. Fourteen were condemned and executed: Of whom 


XLII. 
—— 

1586. 
September. 


by her natural death, might give ſufficient ſecurity 


to the queen of Scots, endeavoured to puſh every 


of the queen, and the tranquillity of the Kingdom, 


of which there ſcarcely remains any example in hi- 


_ vince Walfingham of the lawfulneſs of that action: 
But Walfingham declared his abhorrence of it ; and 


niſters, had, indeed, been hitherto not a little dan. 


but the heir of blood, to whom the people in 


more anxious than the queen herſelf to prevent li 
trom cv er Mounang the throne ol England. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


ſeven acknowledged the crime on their trial; the reſt 
were CONVI icted by evidence. 

Tre leſſer conſpirators being diſpatched, meaſures 
were taken for the trial and conviction of the queen 
of Scots, on whoſe account and with whoſe concur. 
rence theſe attempts had been made againſt the life 


Some of Elizabeth's counſellors were averſe to this 
procedure; and thought that the cloſe confinement 
of a woman who was become very fickly, and who 
would probably put a ſpeedy period to their anxiety 


to the government, without attempting a meaſure 


ny: Leiceſter adviſed that Mary ſhould be ſecretly 
Citpatched by poiſon, and he ſent a divine to con. 


full infilted, in conjunction with the majority of the 


counſellors, for the open trial of the queen of Scots, 
The fituation of England, and of the Engliſh mi. 


gerous. No lucceſſor of the crown was declared; 


general, were likely to adhere, was, by education, 
an enemy to the national religion; was, from mul 
tiplied provocations, an enemy to the miniſters, and 
principal nobility ; and their perſonal ſafety, as wel 
as the lalety of the public, ſeemed to depend alone 
on thequeen's life, who was now ſomewhat advanced 
in years. No wonder, therefore, that Elizabeth“ 
counſellors, Knowing themſelves to be ſo obnoxious 


meaſure to extremities againſt her, and were eva 


Wt Hob 65 


Er 201 
| Trovon all England was acquainted with the de- C H AP, 
| te(tion of Babington's conſpiracy, every avenue to . 
the queen of Scots had been fo ſtrictly guarded, that 1586. 
| the remained in utter ignorance of the matter; and 
it was a grext ſurpriſe to her, when fir Thomas 
$ Gorges, by Elizabeth's orders, informed her, that 
all her accomplices were diſcovered and arreſted. 
| He choſe the time for giving her this intelligence 
E when ſhe was mounted on horſeback to go a hunt- 


i Wing; and ſhe was not permitted to return to her 
10 WW former place of abode, but was conducted from 
on [6 gentleman's houſe to another, till ſhe was 


J WF lodged in Fotheringay caſtle in the county of North- 
Fampton, which it was determined to make the laſt 
lage of her trial and ſufferings. Her two ſecre- 
E taries, Nau, a Frenchman, and Curle, a Scot, 
L vere immediately arreſted : All her papers were 1 
E{cized, and fent up to the council: Above ſixty 


I [rent keys to cyphers were diſcovered : There 
the WP were alſo found many letters from perſons beyond = 
vis ba, and ſeveral too from E ngliſn noblemen, con- — 
mi. uining expreſſions of reſpect and attachment. The __ 


queen took no notice of this latter diſcovery ; but the 
[ocrions themſelves, knowing their correſpondence 
tobe detected, thought that they had no other means 


of making atonement for their imprudence, than 
nul- bby declaring themſelves thenceforth the moſt inve- 
* terate enemies of the queen of Scots ®. 
well 


Ir was reſolved to try Mary, not by the common Reoltion 


tatute of treaſons, but by the act which had paſſed toute 
ncel the former year with a view to this very event; Scots. ; 
eth's nd the queen, in terms of that act, appointed a _” 
io commiſſion, conſiſting of forty noblemen and privy- 2 
eh counſellors, and empowered them to examine end f 


pass ſentence on Mary, whom ſhe denominated the 
late queen of Scots, and heir to James V. of Scot— 
Jad. The commiſtiouers came to Fotheringay 


P 


m Camden, p. 918. | | : 
2 caſtle, ; 
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CHAP, caſtle, and ſent to her fir Walter Mildmay, fir Amiz; 


XIII 
eee 
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Paulet, and Edward Barker, who delivered her: 
letter from Elizabeth, informing her of the commiſ. 
ſion, and of the approaching trial. Mary received 
the intelligence without emotion or aſtoniſhment, 
She faid, however, that it ſeemed ſtrange to her, 


that the queen ſhould command her, as a ſubject 


to ſubmit to a trial and examination before ſubjects: 
That ſhe was an abſolute independent princels, and 


would yield to nothing which might derogate either 


from her royal majeſty, from the ſtate of ſovereign 
princes, or from the dignity and rank of her fon: 
That, however opprefled by misfortunes, ſhe waz 
not yet ſo much broken in ſpirit as her enemies flat. 
tered themſelves ; nor would ſhe, on any account, 
be acceflary to her own degradation and diſhonour: 
That ſhe was ignorant of the Iaws and ſtatutes of 
England; was utterly deſtitute of eounſel; and could 


not conceive who were entitled to be called ber peers, 


or could legally fit as judges on her trial : That 
though ſhe had lived in England for many years, 
the had lived in captivity 3 and not having received 
the protection of the laws, tne could not, merely by 
her mvoluntary relidence in the country, be ſu ppoſed 


to have ſubjected herſelf to their juriſdicktion: Thad 


notwithſtanding the ſane! tority of her rank, ſhe was 
willing to give an account of her conduct before an 
Engltth parliament 3 but could not view theſe com. 
miſſioners 3 in any other light than as men appointed 
to juſtify, by ſome colour of legal proceeding, her 


- condemnation and execution: And that ſhe warned 


them to look to their conſcience and their character 
in trying an innocent perſon; and to reflect, tha 
theſe tranſactions would ſomewhere be ſubject tor 


viſal, and that the theatre of the whole world was 
much wider than the kinzdom of England. 


IN return, the commillioners ſent a new deputa- 
tion, informing her that her plea, either from ber 


royal dignity, or from her impriſonment, 0 coull 
nat 


ELIZABETH: 293 
| not be admitted ; ; and that they were empowered to o HA P. 
| proceed to her trial, even though ſhe ſhould refuſe Nn. 
to anſwer before them. Burleigh, the treaſurer, and 1886. 

| Bromley, the chancellor, employed much reaſoning Tic com- 
to make her ſubmit ; but the perſon whoſe argu- prevail on 
ments had the chief influence was fir Chriſtopher Ford 
Hatton, vice-chamberlain. His ſpeech was to this tra. 

| purpoſe: * You are accuſed, madam,” faid he, 

but not condemned, of having conſpired the de- 


2 | © ſtruction of our lady and queen anointed. You 
n: 4 fay you are a queen : But 1 in ſuck a crime as this, 
and ſuch a ſituation as yours, the royal dignity 
a. © itſelf, neither by the civil or canon law, nor by 
nt, the law of nature or of nations, is exempt from 
is judgment. If you be innocent, you wrong your 
of reputation in avoiding a trial. We have been | 
a © preſent at your proteſtations of innocence : But 
16, queen Elizabeth thinks otherwiſe; and is heartily | 
my Dos for the appearances which lie againſt you. 
n, o examine, therefore, your cauſe, ſhe has ap- 
ved pointed commiſſioners; honourable perſons, pru- 
by E © cent and upright men, who are ready to hear you 
„wich equity, and even with favour, and will re- 
* * joice if you can clear yourſelf of the imputations 


which have been thrown upon you. Believe me, 
madam, the queen herlelt will rejoice, who af- 
firmed to me at my departure, that nothing 


ted . which ever befel her had given her ſo much un- 
her : eaſineſs, as that you ſhould be ſuſpected of a con- 
net . currence in theſe criminal enterpriſes. Laying 
der fide, therefore, the truitleſs claim of privilege 
tba irom your royal dignity, which can now avail you ] 
o... nothing, truſt to the better defence of your in- 1 | 
1 nozence, make it appear in open trial, and leave 1 
. not u don your memory that {tain of infamy ; 
MY 3 25 attend your obſtinate ſilence on this ; 
1 her Þ} geca On | | | | b 
111 | os | 
act 9 Camden, p. 522. 1 
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: The trial. 


5 tercepted letters, that ſne had allowed cardinal Allen 
and Others to treat her as queen of England ; and 


merly, when Elizabeth's commiſſioners pretended 


| honour, which ought to have been dearer to her 


willing to degrade herſelf by ſubmitting to a tri], 


the ſupreme authority of the Engliſh laws over every 


to clear herlelf from either of theſe imputations 


recovery of Þ er liberty, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


By this artful ſpeech Mary was perſuaded to an. 
ſwer before the court; and thereby gave an appear. 
ance of legal procedure to the trial, and prevented 
thoſe difficulties which the e muſt have 
fallen into, had ſhe per ſevered in mantaining 0 
ſpecious a plea as that of her ſovereign and independ. 
ent character. Her conduct in this particular muſt 
be regarded as the more imprudent; becauſe for. 


not to exerciſe any e over her, and only 
entered into her cauſe by her own conſent and : aps 
probation, ſhe declined juſtifying herſelf, when her 


than life, ſeemed abſolutely to require it. 
Ox her firſt : appearance before the commuſlionerz, 
Mary, either ſcnſible of her imprudence, or itil] un. 


renewed her proteſtation againſt the authority of he 
judges : The chancellor anſwered her by pleading 


one who reſidech in England: : And the commiſſionen 
accommodated matters, by ordering both her pro: 
teſtation and his aniwer to be recorded. 

Iux lawyers of the crown then opened the char; 
againſt the queen of Scots, They proved, by in. 


that ſhe kad Kept a correſpondence with lord page 
and Charles Paget, in view of engaging the Spanier 
to invade the kingdom. Mary leemed not anxiou 


She only ſaid, that ſhe could not hinder others from 
uſing what ſtyle they pleaſed in writing to her; and 
that {ne might lawlully try every expedient for the 


AN intercepted letter of her's to Mendoza vi 
next produced; in which ſhe promiſed to trans 
to Fhilip her right to the kingdom of England. l 

e 
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her ſon ſhould refuſe to be converted to the catholic 


Y 
— 


N faith, an event, ſhe there ſaid, of which there was 
el no expeckation white he Femand | in the hands of Bis 
5 Scottiſh Iubjects * Een this part of the charge {he 
50K no pains to deny, or rather ſhe. eme to ac- 
. kn owledge it She ſaid, that the had no kingdoms 
0 diſpoſe of; yet it was lawful for her to give at 
= ber pleaſure wht was her own, and ſhe was not ac- 
my countable to any for her «ions: She added, that 
aly ; ſhe had formerly rejected that prop: val from Spain; 
ap- but now, ance all her hopes 1 In England Were gone, 
ber! he was Tully determined not to refuſe foreign aſſiſt- 
her ance. There was alſo produced evidence to prove, 
| that Allen and Parſons were at that ve ry time ne— 
8, gotiating by her orders at Rome Tre conditions of 
un. transſerring her Engliſh crown to the e King of Spain, 
ri, and of diſinheriting her heretical fon ?; 
be II is remarkable, that Mary's pre e age ainſt 
ling : her ſon were at this time carried fo far, that ths had 
ve WR entered into a conſpiracy again Fe had ap- 
nen! pointed lord Claud Hamilt ON regent ot Scot] and. 
pre and had inſtigated her adherc nts to ſeize James's 
| perſon, and deliver him into the hands of the pope, 
arg b Or. the king of Spain; V hence he Was 3 
y in ö be delivered, but on condition of his becoming 
Allen i £ atholic &. q | | = 
ae Tux only part of 79 charge which Mary pok- 
Paget | tively denied was her conc urrence in the deSgn of 
: [<8 2atinating Elizabeth. This article, indeed, was 
xi008 the moſt heavy, and: the only One that could fully 
Lions t jultity the queen in proceeding to extremities againſt 
fron her. In order to prove the accutation, ther: e were 
. ond 1 produced the following evidence: Cones taken in 
_ RICO Walſingham's office of the intercepted let- 
bers between her and Babington, Li which her appro- 
A Wi | 
a1 nd State Trials, vol. i. p. 138. 
1 f 0 Ser note | X at the end of the volume. 
> See note | at the end of the volume. 
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e 1 fl. F. bation of the murder was clearly expreſſed; the 
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though every circumitance corroborates the general 
conluſion, relolves mike finally into the teſtimony 


might be required of them. lu the caſe of an rd. 
' nary criminal, this proof, with all its diſadvantage, 
would be eſteemed legal, and even fatis/aQtor:, k 
not oppoſed by ſome other circumſtance; which 


ſent trial, where the abſolute power of the proſecutor 
concurred with ſuch important intereſts, and ſuc: 


and injuſtice. The proof againſt Mary, it mult be 


in the cypher concerted between them, without al- 
lowing that the matter had been communicatcd 19 
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evidence of her two ſecretaries Nau and Curle, why 
had confeſſed, without being put to any torture, 
both that ſhe received theſe letters from Babington, 
and that they had written the anſwers by her order; 
the confeſſion of Babington, that he had written te 
letters and received the anſwers , and the confeffion 
of Ballard and Savage, that Babington had ſhewed 
them theſe Jetters of Mary written in the Cypher, 
which had been ſettled between them. 

Ir is evident, that this complication of evidence, 


of the two ſecretaries, who alone were certainly ac. 
quainted with their miſtreſs 3 concurrence in Babing- 
ton's conſpiracy, but wh knew themlelves expoſed 
to all the rigours of impriſonment, torture, ud 


death, if they refuſed to give any evidence which 


ſhake the credit of the witneſſes: But 6n the pre. 


violent inclination to have the princeſs condemiied; 
the teſtimony of two' witneſſes, even though men 
of character, ought to be ſupported by ſtrong pro- 
babilities, in order to remove all ſuſpicion of tyranny 


contefled, 1 is not deſtitute of i chis advantage; and 1! 
is difficult, if not impoſſible, to account for Babing- 
ton's receiving an anſwer, written in her name, and 


that princeſs. Such is the light in which this mutter 
appears, even after time has diſcovered every th! 


1 State Trials, vol. i. p. 113, 
which 


E l 1K A 5 F n. 


abich could guide our judgment with regard t to it : 
0 No wonder, therefore, that the queen of Scots, un- 
e, WL :fited by counſel, and confounded ';, fo extraordi- 
LHR a trial, found herſelf incapable f making a ſa- 


r; Wifctory defence before the commiſſioners. Her 
he roh conſiſted chiefly in her own denial : Whatever 
on brce may be in that denial was much weakened, by 
« Wir politively aſhrming, that ſhe never had had any 


[correſpondence of any "kind with Babington; a fact, 
owever, of which there remains not the lealt 


ce, Icuellion“ . She aſſerted, that as Nau and Curle had 
ral aken an oath of ſecrecy and fidelity to her, their 
my Wſerivence againſt her ought not to be credited. She 
ace Wconiclled, "however, that Nau had been in the ſer— 


ng. Nice of her uncle, the cardinal of Lorraine, and had 


fed been recommended to her by the king of France, as 

ud man in whom ſhe might ſafely conlide. She alſo 
c ocknowledged Curle to be a very honeit man, but 

rd. Whaple, and eaſily impoſed on by Nau. If theſe 

ze io men had received any letters, or had written 

a anſwers without her knowledge, the imputa- 
ct ion, ſhe ſaid, could never lie on her. And ſhe 

re. as the more. inclined, ſhe added, to entertain this 

1tor Euſpicion againſt them, becauſe Nau had, in other 

a {Wiliances, been guilty of a like remerity, and had 

ed; eutured to tranſact buſineſs in her name, without 

men r the matter to her“. - 

pro. Tur fole circumiance of her defence, which to 

nny 1 may appear to have ſome force, was her re— 

t be Furxing that Nau and Curle ſhould be confronted 

id it ich her, and her athrming, that they never would 


ing- lo ner Lice perſiſt in their evidence. But that de- 
and rand, however equitable, was not then ſupported 
t al. y law i in trials of high treaſon, and was often re- 
4 10 Nied, even in other trials where the crown was pro- 
iter Wſcutor, The clauſe, contained in an act of the 13th 
ning bi | the queen, was a novelty; that the ſpecies of 


See note — at the end of the volume. 
Hich See note (Z.] at the end of the volume. | | 
| : 2 treaſon 
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CHAP. treaſon there enumerated muſt be proved by two 
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Vvitneſſes, confronted with the criminal. But Man 
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Was not tried upon that act; and the nuniſters and 


crown Jawyers of this reign were always ſure to re. 
fuſe every indulgence beyond what the ſtrict letter 
of the law and the ſettled practice of the courts of 
juſtice required of them. Not to mention, that 
theſe ſecretaries were not probably at Fothering 
caltle during the time of the trial, and could not, 
upon Mary' y's demand, be produced before the com. 
miſſioners *, 

THe paſſed two incidents | in this trial which 

may be. wonh obſerving. A letter between May 


g. 
and Babington was read, in which mention was made 


of the earl of Arundel od his brothers: On hearing 


their names, ſhe broke into a ſigh: „ Alas?!” fail 
the, „ what. has the noble houſe of the Howard 
2 


<« ſyſfered for my ſake !”? She affirmed with regal 


to the ſame letter, that it was eaſy to forge the hand 
writing and eypher of another: She was afraid that 
this was too familiar a practice with Walſinghan, 

who, ſhe alſo heard, had frequently practiled bot bot 


againſt her life and her ſon? 8. Walſingham, wi 


was one of the commiſſioners, role up. He pro- 
teſted, that in his private capacity he had never 


ated any thing againſt the queen of Scots: In by 


public capacity, he owned, that his concern f rl 
ſovereign's ſafety had ma de him very diligent 
ſearching Out, by every expcdient, all defigns: agu 
her ſacred perſon or her authority; For Attainin 
that end, he would not only mare ule of the afbli 
ance of Ballard or: ny other conſpirator ; he Woul 
allo reward them tor bet: aying the eir companion 


Queen Elizabeth was willing to have allowed Curle and Nat 
to be produ: d Ky the trial, ang writes to that purpole to Bu 
leigh aud Walk ng, ham, iu th lecter ot the 5th of Cctober, in For 
bes » MS. coſtections. S eon 0 lan s, that ſhe think it needleh 
tho UL YH it 10 \\ c. 5 * Till ng TO 48 ee 10 8 4 he not CU1: fronts Vi 

2 {th 
the wWitnelles was not the refult of genen but che practice oli 


a7e, : | 
© 
1 | | | Þu 
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hut if he had tampered in any manner unbefitting his c Hap. 
character and office, why did none of the late crimi- XIII. 
and nals, either at their trial or execution, accuſe him of 15e. 
. uch practices? Mary endeavoured to pacify inn, 
ier by ſaying that ſhe ſpoke from information; and the 
al begged him to give thenceforth no more credit to 
that ſuch as flandered her, than ſhe ſhould to ſuch as 
\War i accuſed him. The great character, indeed, which 
vor, BW fir Francis Walſingham bears for probity and honour, 
om ſhould remove from him all ſuſpicion of fuch baſe 
arts as forgery and ſubornation; arts which even 
dicht the moſt corrupt miniſters, in the molt corrupt 
Vari times, would ſcruple to employ. xt 
nals Havins finiſhed the trial, the commiſſioners ad- 25th O. 
ing | journed from Fotheringay calle: and met in the 
fal star Chamber at London; where: after taking the 
var oaths of Mary's two ſecretaries, who voluntarily, 
carl without hope or reward, vouched the authenticity of 
1and. E thoſe letters before produced, they pronounced len- egtenet 
that tence of death upon the queen of Scots, and con- poke 
ham firmed it. by their ſeals and fubteriptions. The fame TR 
bac | day a declaration was publiſhed by the commil- 
wi 1 ery and the judges, © That the ſentence did NO- 
prog © wife derogate from the title and honour of James 
neruß © king of Scotland; but that he was in the ſame 
In 8 * place, degree, and right, as if the eutence had 
1 i never been pronounced. * 
ent u Tax queen had now brought affairs with Mary to 
aut that ſituation which ſhe had long ardenily defired ; 
and and had found a plauſible reaſon for executing ven- 
al geance on a competitor, whom, from the beginning 
woll of her reign, the had ever equally dreadedand hated. 
mon But ſhe was reſtrained from inſtantly gratifying her 
and My entment, by ſeveral important conſiderations. 
to hu > 75 {aw the invidious colours, in which this ex- 
ink F ample of uncommon jurildiction would be repre· 
nec! 
_ Camden, p. 526. 
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CHAP. ſented by the numerous partiſans of Mary, and th 
. ll, reproach to which ſhe herſelf might be expoſed with 
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all foreign princes, perhaps with all poſterity. The 
rights of hoſpitality, of Kindred, and of royal nu. 
jeſty, ſeemed, in one ſingle inſtance. to be all vio. 
lated ; and this facrifice of generoſity to intereſt, gf 
clemency to revenge, might appear equally unde. 


coming a ſovereign and a woman. Elizabeth, | 


therefore, who was an excellent hypocrite, Pres 


| tended the utmoſt reluQance to proceed to the exe. 


cution of the ſentence; affeted the moſt tender 


ſympathy with her priſoner ; diſplayed all her ſery. 


ples and difficulties; rejected the ſolicitation of her 
courtiers and miniſters; and affirmed, that were ſho 


not moved by the deepeſt concern for her people's 


ſafety, ſhe would not heſitate a moment in pardon. 


ing all the injuries which ſhe herſelf had received 
from the queen of Scots. 


"THAT the voice of her people might be more 


audibly heard in the demand of juſtice upon Mary, 


ſhe ſummoned a new parliament ; and ſhe knen, 


both from the uſual diſpoſitions of that aſſembh, 


and from the influence of her miniſters over them, 
that ſhe ſhould not want the moſt earneſt folien 
to conſent to that meaſure, which was fo agrezable 
to her ſecret inclinations. She did not open this 
aſſembly in perſon, but appointed for that purpob 


three commiſhoners, Bromley the chancellor, Bur: 
leigh the treaſurer, and the earl of Derby, Tie 


reaſon aſſigned for this meaſure was, that the que: 1, 
foreſeeing that the affair of the queen of Scots would 


be canvaſſed in parliament, found her tenderneſs aud 


delicacy io much hurt by that melancholy incidc: if 


that ſhe had not the courage to be preſent while i 


was under de eliberation, but withdrew her eyes iron 
what ie could not behold without the utmo!t rt 
Inctance and | uncafiniels She was alſo willing, {bat 


by this unuſual provanges ne p69} ople ſhould be 


7 
+ A 
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| the danger to which her perſon was hourly expoſed ; CHAP. 
| XLII. 
bo? ſhould thence be more ſtrongly incited to take NS 
| rengeance on the criminal whoſe reſtleſs intrigues 1586. 
and bloody conſpiracies had ſo long expoſed her to 
the molt imminent perils *. _ 
| Taz parliament anſwered the queen's expecta- 
tions: The ſentence againſt Mary was unanimouſly 
FE by both houſes ; and an application was voted. 
to obtain Elizabeth's conſent to its publication and 
| execution. . She gave an anfwer ambiguous, em- 
barraſſed; full of real artifice, and leeming irreſolu— 
| tion. She mentioned the extreme danger to which 
| * life was continually expoſed; ſhe declared her 
| willingneſs to die, did ſhe not foreſee the great ca- 
E lamities which would thence fall upon the nation; 
e made profeſſions of the greateſt tenderneſs to her 
people; ſhe diſplayed the clemency of her temper, 
end expreſſed her violent reluctance to execute the 
ſentence againſt her unhappy kinſwoman; ſhe 
E:firmed, that the late law, by which that prin- 
* was tried, ſo far from being made to en- 
are her, was only intended to give her warning 
chend not to engage in ſuch attempts as 
night expoſe her to the penalties with which ſhe was 
Tous openly menaced; and ſhe begged them to think 
once again, whether it were poſlible to find any ex- 
Pedient, beſides the death of the queen of Scots, for 
plecuring the public tranquility *. The paruament, 
in obedience to her commands, took the affair again 
under conſideration ; but could find no other pol- 
ble ex pedient. They reiterated the! ir ſolicitations, 
end intreatics, and arguments: They even remon- 
rated, chat mercy to the queen of Scots was cruelty 
10 them, her ſubjects and children: And they 
Balirmed, hat it were injuſtice to deny execution of 
Ale law to any individual ; much more to the whole 
g be ol the peo] le, now unanimouſly and earneſtly 


E: a> 
= 


| = 71 . 
DExes, p. 375. bia. p. 379. * Thi. p. 402 2 493» 


ſuing 
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. ſuing for this pledge of her paternal care and wy 


derneſs. This ſecond addreſs ſet the pretended 
doubts and ſcruples of Elizabeth anew in agitation: 


She complained of her own unfortunate ſituation; 
expreſſed her uneaſineſs from their importunity; 


renewed the proleſſions of affection to her pcop les. 
and diſmiſſed the committee of parliament in an un. 


certainty what, after all this delib eration, mighit be 
her final reſolution * 

Burr though the queen altected reluctance to exe. 
cute the ſentence againſt Mary, ſhe complied with 
the requeſt of parliament in publiſhing it by roch. 


mation; and this act ſeemed to be attended with the 


unanimous and hearty rejoicings of the people, 
Lord Buckhurſt, and Beale clerk of the cou: ich 


were ſent to the queen of Scots, and notified to her 
the ſentence pronounced againſt her, its ratification 
by parliament, and the earneſt applications made tor 


its execution by that aſſembly, who thought that 
their religion could never, while ſhe was alive, at- 
tain a full ſettlement and ſecurity. Mary was no- 
wiſe diſmayed at this intelligence : On the contrary, 
ſhe joytully laid hold of the laſt circumſtance men. 


tioned to her; and inſiſted, that fince her death was 
demanded by the proteſtants for the eſtabliſhment of 


their faith, the was really a martyr to her religion, 
and was entitled to all the merits attending that gh. 


rious character. She added, that the Engliſh had 


often embrued their hands in the blood of their fo. 
vereigns : No wonder they exerciſed cruelty againſt 


her, who derived her deſcent from theſe monarchs? $7, 


Paulet her keeper received orders to take down het 
canopy, and to ſerve her no longer with the reſpedt 


due to ſovereign princes. He told her that ſhe was 
nov to be conſidered as a dead perſon ; and incapable 
of any dignity ©. This harſh treatment produces | 


* Sce note [AA] at the a of the lus 
d Camden, p. 528. 
Jebb, vol. ii. p. 293. — 
nok 
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not in her any ſeeming emotion. She only replied,-c n a op, 


that ſhe received her royal character from the 12 nds - 
| of the Almighty, and no earthly power was ever able 
to bereave her of it. | 
Tux queen of Scots wrote her laſt later to Eliza- 
beth; full of dignity, without departing from that 
ſpirit of meekneſs and of charity which appeared 


| ſuitable to this concluding ſcene of her unfortunate 


life. She preferred no pciition for averting the fatal 


| ſentence : On the contrary, ſhe expreſl ed her grati- 
ude to Heaven for thus bringing to a ſpeedy period 
ber ſad and lamentable pilgrimage. She requelted 


E fome favours of Elizabeth, and intreated her that 
he might be beholden for them to her own good- 
E neſs alone, without making applications to thoſe 
E miniſters who had diſcovered ſuch an extreme ma- 
F lignity again{ her perſon 515 her religion. She 
defired, th at after her enemies ſhould be ſatiated 
& with her innocent blood, her body, which it was de- 
j termined {hould never epo reſt e her ſoul was 
united to it, might be conſigned to her lervants, and 
be convey = by em i into F rance, there to repoſe : 11 
| a catholic land, with the ſaered reliques of her mo- 


© 


ther. In Scotland, { the ſaid, the ſepulchres of her 


| anceſtors were violated, and the churches either de- 
moliſhed or profancd ; and in Engia 1 where ſhe 


might be interred among the ancient kings, her 


| own and Elizabeth's progenitors, ſhe could enter- 
| tain no hopes of being accompanied to the grave 
with thoſe rites and ceremonies w hich her religion 
required. She requeſted tha * no one might have 
the power of inflicting a private death upon her, 
| vithout Elizabeth's l : but that her ex- 
cution ſhould be public, and attended by her ancient 
| ſervants, who might bear teſtimony of her perſe 

| verance in the faith, and of her ſubmiſſion to the 
vil of Heaven. She begged that theſe ſervants 
might afterwards be allowed to depart whitherfoever 
they plealed, and might enjoy y thoſe legacies which 


ſhe 
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en A P. ſhe ſhould bequeath them. And the conjured her 


XIII. 
—ñ Cn 
1586. 


to grant theſe favours, by their near kindred; by 
the ſoul and memory of Henry VII. the common 
anceſtor of both; and by the royal dignity, of which 


they equally participated *. ", Elizabeth made no an- 


ſwer to this letter; being unwilling to give e Mary 5 
refuſal in her preſent ſituation, and Foreſeeing | incon. 


venicncies from granting ſome of her requeſts, 


W'IILE the queen of Scots thus prepared herſelf 


to meet her fate, great efforts were made by foreign 


powers with Elizabeth, to prevent. the execution of 


the ſentence pronounced againſt her. Beſides em. 
ploying L'Aubeſpine, the French reſident at Lon- 
don, a creature of the houſe of Guiie, Henry ſent 


cover Bellievre, with a proſeſſed intention of inter- 


ceding for the life of Mary. The duke of Guiſe 
and the !cague at that time threatened very nearly 
the king's authority; and Elizabeth knew, that 
though that monarch might, from decency and po- 
licy, think himſeif obliged to inte poſe publicly in 
behalf of the queen of Scots, he could not ſecreth 


be much diſpleaſed with the death of a princets, 


on whole fortune and elevation his mortal enemies 


had always founded fo many daring and ambitious 


projects“. It is even pretended, that Bellievre had 
orders, after making public and vehement remon- | 
ſtrances againſt the exccution of Mary, to exhort | 
privately the queen, in his maſter's name, not to 
defer an act ot juſtice, fo neceflary for their com- 


mon ſafety . But whether the French king's in. 


terceſſion were ſincere or not, it had no weight 


with the queen; and ſhe til] perſiſted in her tormer 


reſolution. 


Interpo- 
fition of 
King 

PER James. 


Tux interpoſition of the young king of Scots 


though not able to change El:zabeth's determination, 
ſeemed, on every account, to merit more regüre. AS | 


4 Camden, p. 529. Jebbs, vol. ii. p. 295. 
N Camden, p- 491 e Maurier. 


ſoon 


E L IZ AB ET g. 


as ſoon as James heard of the trial and condem- e H a P- 


nation of his mother, he ſent fir William Keith, a 
gentleman of his bed. chamber, to London; and 
wrote à letter to the queen, in which he remon- 
ſtrated in very ſevere terms againſt the indignity 
of the procedure. He faid, that he was aſtoniſhed 


to hear of the preſumption of Engliſh noblemen 


and counſellors, who had dared to fit in judgment 


and paſs ſentence upon a queen of Scotland, de- 
ſcended from the blood-royal of England; but he 
was ſtill more aſtoniſhed to hear, that thoughts were 


| ſeriouſly entertained of putting that ſentence in exe- 
| cution : That he entreated Elizabeth to refle& on 


| the diſhonour which ſhe would draw on her name 


| by embruing her hands in the blood of her near 
kinſwoman, a perſon of the ſame royal dignity and 
of the ſame ſex with herſelf : That in this unpa- 


XLII. 
— — 
1526, 


| ralleled attempt ſhe offered an affront to all diadems, 


and even to her own ; and, by reducing ſovereigns to 
| 2 level with other eh, taught the people to ne- 
| ole all duty towards thats whom Providence had 


appointed to rule over them: That for his part, he 


| muſt deem the injury and inſult ſo enormous, as 70 
de incapable of all atonement ; 
for him thenceforward to remain in any terms of 
| correſpondence with a perſon who, without any pre- 
| tence of legal authority, had deliberately inflicted an 
ignominious death upon his parent: And that even 
it the ſentiments of nature and duty did not inſpire 
| lim with this purpoſe of vengeance, his honour re- 


nor was it poſſible 


| quired it of him; nor could he ever acquit himſelf 


| in the eyes of the world, if he did not uſe every 


effort and endure every hazard to revenge 0 great 
am indignity s. 
| Soon after, James ſent the IR of Gray and 


ſir Robert Melvil to enforce the remonſtrances of 


Keith; f and to employ with the queen every expe- 


"my Z deve p· 351. 
— moms 


dient 


305 


— _—_ 


— — 
- — 5 OS _— - 
o — — — — — — 3 
ne << 2-20. 5 — - * 


— 


. 
91 8 © re 2k K 5 — OP. 5 x py — 8 „ 
. * 3 2 3 ” 8 3 5 . — 5 — 4 x 4 g 2 e 2 — — 8 - . — 3 be) 
ꝙ)1Vö CG — ůĩ SS ene JJ —8 K d en I 
2 22 - — * ES . wel „ — — — —— — x . * — — n — — = f — SOOT Go ne 5 - >=. > Po — 
— * 1 Pe En — * = = 3 1 1 — — — » > - le = — - 
— 7 r # - . 2 I > + — y 
—— — — — —— 
a 1 _ Ya" 


; firſt offended with the ſharpneſs of theſe applica. 


- quired of James, ſhe was pacified ; but {till retained 


induced to pay ſmall attention to the applications 0f 
could employ in behalf of his mother. She waz 


factions which prevailed among his people, and the 
inveterate hatred which the zealous proteſtants, pat. 


captious humour, of the eccleſiaſtics, The took ; care 


clergyman more, all the preachers refuſed to pollute 


not ſo much as prefer a petition for her converſion. 


day When prayers mould be ſaid for his mother 1 ; 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


dient of argument and menaces. Elizabeth was 


8 ; and ſhe replied in a like {train to the Scotti{l, 
mbaſſadors. When ſhe afterwards reflected that 
his earneſtneſs was no more than what duty re. 


her reſolution of executing the e PRAM 
Mary *. It is believed, that the maſter of Gray 
gained by the enemies of that princels, ſecretly : gate 
his advice not to ſpare her, and undertook, In al 
events, to pacify his maſter. 5 
TUE. queen alſo, from many conſiderations, was 


james, and to d iſregard all the efforts which he 


well acquainted with his character and intereſts, the 


ticularly the preachers, bore to the queen of Scots, 
The prelent incidents ſei theſe diſpoſitions of the 
clergy in a full light. James, obſerving the fixed 
purpoſe of Elizabeth, ordered prayers to be offered 
up for Mary m all he churches ; and, knowing the 


that the form of the petition ſhould be moſt cau- 
tious, as well as humane and charitable : * That it 
might pleaſe God to illuminate Mary with the 
« light of his truth, and ſave her from the aha, 
rent danger with which ſhe was threatened,” 

But, excepiing the king's own chaplains, and one 


their churches by prayers for a papilt, and would 
James, unwilling or unable to puniſh this diſobedb 


ence, and deiirous of giving the preachers an op- 
portunity of amending thicir fault, appointed a neu 


h Scared, P. 353+ 1 
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ind, that he might at leaſt ſecure himſelf from any c H a P. 


inſult in his own preſence, he deſired the archbiſhop __ 


of St. Andrew's to officiate before him. In order 


| to diſappoint this purpoſe, the clergy inſtigated one 
| Couper, a young man who had not yet received 
| holy orders, to take poſſeſſion of the pulpit early in 
the morning, and to exclude the prelate. When 
the king came to church, and ſaw the pulpit occu- 


yet ſince he was there, if he would obey the charge 


| direct him. This anſwer ratficieatly inſtructed 


| leave the pulpit. As Couper ſeemed not diſpoſed 
| to obey, the captain of the guard went to pull him 


zloud, That this day would be a witneſs againſt the 
| king in the great day of the Lord; and he de- 
| nounced a woe upon the inhabitants of Edinburgh 
| for permitting him to be treated in that manner“. 
| The audience at firſt appeared deſirous to take part 
| with him; but the fermon of the prelate brought 


them over to a more dutiful and more humane diſ- 


poſition. 
| ELIZABETH, when ſolicited, aber by James or 
by foreign princes, to pardon the queen of Scots, 


| againſt her: But when her miniſters urged her to 


tation returned; her humanity could not allow her 


q Spotſwook, p- 354. „„ 
X 2 could 


pied by Couper, he called to him from his ſeat, and 
told him that the place was deſtined for another; 


| given, and remember the queen in his prayers, he 
might proceed to divine ſervice. The preacher re- 
| plied, that he would do as the Spirit of God ſhould 


| James in his purpoſe ; and he commanded him to 


from his place; upon which the young man cried 


ſeemed always determined to execute the ſentence 
interpoſe no more delays, her ſcruples and her heſi- 


to embrace ſuch violent and ſanguinary meaſures; 
and ſhe was touched with compaſſion for the miſ- 
ſbortunes, and with reſpect for the dignity, of the 
| happy ane The courtiers, ſentible that they 
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C . A P. could do nothing more acceptable to her, than to 


w—-— employ perſuaſion on this head, failed not to enforce 


1586, 


Reaſons 


for the 
exccution 
ol Mary. 


been governed by principles of equity, ſhe would 


the obvious inconveniences, either of allowing her t9 
retire into France, or of reſtoring her by force to 
to detain her in England till time ſhould oller ſome 


_ own ſervants in conſiderable numbers had book per- 


been carried farther, if by her ſubſequent conduct 
ſhe had appeared worthy of them : That after ſhe 


ſhe had ſeduced the gueen's friends, and incited 


every motive for the puniſhment of Mary, and to 
combat all the objections urged againſt this act of 
juſtice. They faid that the treatment of that prin. 
ceſs in England had been, on her firſt reception, ſuch 
as ſound reaſon and policy required; and if ſhe had 


not have refuſed willingly to acquieſce in it: That 


her throne, in oppoſition to the reformers and the 
Engliſh party in Scotland, had obliged the queen 


opportunity of ſerving her, without danger to the | 
kwgdom, or to the proteilant religion: "Chat her 
uſage there had been ſuch as became her rank; her | 


mitted to attend her; exerciſe had been allowed 
her for health, and all acceſs of company for amuſe. | 
ment; and theſe indulgences would in time have 


had inſtigated the rebellion of Northumberland, the 
conlpiracy ot Nortolk, the bull of excommunication 
of pope Pius, an invaſion from Flanders; after 


every enemy, foreign and domeſtic, againſt her ; It 
became necetlary to treat her as a moſt dangerous 
rival, and to render her confinement more ſtrict and 
rigorous: That the queen, notwithſtanding theie 
repeated provocations, had, in her tavour, rejected 
the importunity of her parliaments, and the advice 
of her ſageſt minilters* ; and was ſtill, in hopes ol 
her amendment, determined to delay coming to the 
laſt extremities againſt her: That Mary, even in 
this forlorn condition, retained lo high and un. 


8 Vigges, p: 276. Strype, 1 p- 48.135. 136. 39 
couquerabi 
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conquerable a ſpirit, that ſhe acted as competitor to C = P, 
the crown, and allowed her partiſans every where, 3 


and in their very letters, addreſſed to herſelf, to 
treat her as queen of England: That ſhe had 
carried her animoſity fo far as to encourage, in re- 
peated inſtances, the atrocious deſign of aſſaſſinat- 


proved upon her by her own letters, by the evidence 
| of her ſecretaries, and by the dying confeſſion of her 
| accomplices: That ſhe was but a titular queen, and 
| at preſent poſſeſſed no where any right of ſove- 
b den ; much leſs in England, where the moment 
| ſhe ſet foot in the kingdom, ſhe voluntarily became 
l ſubject to the laws, and to Elizabeth, the only true 
} ſovereign : That, even allowing her to be ſtill the 
| queen's equal in rank and dignity, ſelf-defence was 


ſufficient juriſdiction over an enemy, who by open 


violence, and {till more, who by ſecret treachery, 
| threatened the utmoſt danger againſt her life: That 


| the general combination of the catholics to extermi- 


inte the proteſtants was no longer a ſecret; and as 


the ſole reſource of the latter perſecuted ſect lay in 
Elizabeth, ſo the chief hope which the former en- 
1 tertained of final ſucceſs, conſiſted in the perſon and 


: in the title of the queen of Scots: That this very 


| circumſtance brought matters to extremity between 


| thele princeſſes; and, rendering the life of one the 


death of the other, pointed oat to Elizabeth the 


the happineſs of her people, ſhould direct her to pur- 
ue: And that neceſſity, more powerful than policy, 


equity would authoriſe, and which duiy preſcribed . 
WiN Elizabeth thought, that as many impor- 


le : Camden, p. 533. 


42 3 as 


ing the queen; and this crime was unqueſtionably 


permitted by a law of nature, which could never be 
| abrogated ; and every one, {till more a queen, had 


path, which either regard to lelf-preſervation, or to 
thus demanded of the queen that reſolution which 


anllies bad been uled, and as much INT mterpoled, | 
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as decency required, ſhe at laſt determined to carry 
the ſentence into execution: But even in this final 
reſolution ſhe could not proceed without diſplaying 
a new ſcene of duplicity and artifice. In order to 


alarm the vulgar, rumours were previouſly diſperſed 
that the Spaniſh fleet was arrived in Milford Ha. | 

ven; that the Scots had made an irruption into 
England; that the duke of Guiſe was landed in 
Suſſex with a ſtrong army; that the queen of Scots 
was eſcaped from priſon, and had raiſed an army; 
that the northern counties had begun an inſurrec. 
tion ; that there was a new conſpiracy on toot to | 
aſſaſſinate the queen, and ſet the city of London on | 
fire; nay, that the queen was aQually aſſaſſinated", | 
An attempt of this nature was even imputed to | 
 L'Aubeſpine, the French ambaſſador ; and that | 
miniſter was obliged to leave the kingdom. The 


queen, aftecting to be in terror and perplexity, was 


obſerved to fit much alone, penſive and ſilent; and 
ſometimes to mutter to herſelf halt-ſentences, im. 
porting the difficulty and diſtreſs to which ſhe was | 
reduced. She at laſt called Daviſon, a man ef 
parts, but eaſy to be impoſed on, and who bad 
lately for that very reaſon been made ſecretary, and | 


ſhe ordered him privately to draw a warrant for the 


execution of the queen of Scots; which, ſhe after. 
wards faid, ſhe intended to keep by her, in cake | 
any attempt ſhould be made for the deliverance of 


that princeſs. She ſigned the warrant, and then 
commanded Daviſon to carry it to the chancello, 


in order to have the great ſeal appended to it, Next| 
day ſhe ſent Killigrew to Daviſon, enjoining him to 


forbear, ſome time, executing her former orders; 


and when Daviſon came and told her that the war- 
rant had already paſſed the great ſeal, ſhe ſcemel 
to be ſomewhat moved, and blamed him for his 


precipitation. Daviſon, being! in a perplexity, AG 


Camden, p. 533. * Ibid. 5. 555 intel 
| | quaints 
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quainted the council with this whole tranſachion; 
and they endeavoured to perſuade him to ſend of 
Beale with the warrant : If the queen mould be ans 
. pleaſed, they promiſed to juſtiky his conduck. and to 
take on themſelves the w hole blame of this mea- 
ſure*. The ſecretary. not ſufficiently aware of their 
:nierition, complied with the advice; and the war— 


Kent, and ſome others, ordering them to fee the 
ſentence executed upon the queen of Scots. 

Tar two earls came to Fotheringay caſtle, and 
being introduced to M ry, informed her of their 
commiſſion, and defired her to prepare for death 
next morning at eight o'clock. She ſeemed no. wiſe 
| terrified, though ſomewhat ſurpriſed, with the intel- 
ligence. She faid, with a cheerful, and even a 


EF imiling countenance, that ſhe did not think the 


queen, her ſiſter, would have conſented to her death, 
or have executed the ſentence againſt a perſon not 
ſubject to the laws and juritdiction of England. 


rant was diſpatched to the earls of Shrewſbury and 
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7th Feb. 5 ä 
This ee 
Cutions 


But as ſuch is her will,” ſaid ſhe, * death, which 


puts an end to all my miſeries, ſhall be to me 
© moſt welcome; nor can! eftcem that foul worthy 
© the felicities of heaven, which cannot fupport the 
| * body under the horrors of the laſt paſſage to theſe 
| © bliisful manſions ?.“ She then requelted the two 
| noblemen, that they would permit fome of her ſer- 
vants, and particularly her confetlor, to attend her: 
But they told her, that compliance with this laſt de- 


Dr. Fletcher, dean of Peterborow, a man of great 
learning. ſnould be preſent to inſtruct her in the 


mand was contrary to their conſcience ?, and that 


T Ta It appears by ſome letters publithad by Strype, vol, iii. 
4 book ii. C. i. that Elizabeth had not exprelsly communicated 
eer intention to any of her miniſters, not even to Burleigh : 


E till the deſired them. 


Camden, p. 534. Jebb, vol. ii. p. 301. MS. in the ad. 
voce tes Library, p. 2. from the Cott. Li. Cal. Ce 9.7 
1 . vol. ii. p. 302. 


„ principles 


hey were ſuch experienced courtiers, that they Enew they 
could not gratity her more than by ſeeming her without waiting 
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C H AP. principles of true religion. Her refuſal to have any 
— . conference with this divine inflamed the zeal of 


1587. 


the earl of Kent; and he bluntly told her, that her 
death would be the life of their religion; as, on the 
contrary, her life would have been the death of it. 
Mention being made of Babington, ſhe conſtantly 
denied his conſpiracy to have been at all known to 


her; and the revenge of her wrongs ſhe reſigned 


into the hands of the Almighty. 
WHEN the earls had left her, ſhe ordered ſupper 
to be haſtened, that ſhe might have the more leiſure 


after it to fnih the few affairs which remained to 


her in this world, and to prepare for her paſſage to 


another. It was neceſſary for her, ſhe ſaid, to take 


ſome ſuſtenance, leſt a failure of her bodily ſtren oth | 
ſhould depreſs her ſpirits on the morrow, and left der 
behaviour ſhould thereby betraya weakneſs unworthy 


of herſelf *. She ſupped ſparingly, as her manner uſu. W 
ally was, and her wonted cheertulneſs did not even | 
deſert her on this occaſion. She comforted her ſer. MW 
vants under the affliction which overwhelmed them, | 1 
and which was too violent for them to conceal it | 


from her. Turning to Burgoin, her phyſician, ſhe 


aſked him, Whether he did not remark the great 


and invincible force of truth? © They pretend,“ ſaid 

ſhe, © that I muſt die becauſe I conſpired againſt 
ce their queen's life: But the earl of Kent avowed, 
< that there was no other cauſe of my death, than 


the apprehenſions which, if I thould live, they I bu 
ce entertain for their religion. My conirancy 1 in the 


& faith is my real crime: The reſt is only a colour, 


invented by intereſted and deſigning men.” To- 


wards the end of ſupper, ſhe called in all her ſervants, 


and drank to them: They pledged her, in order, 


on their knees, and craved her pardon for any palt 


neglect of their duty: She deigned, in return, to 
als their pardon for her offences towards them; and 


Jebb, vol. ii. P. 489. 
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| 4 plentiful effuſion of tears attended this laſt ſolemn o H Ar. 
| frewel, and exchange of mutual forgiveneſs *. 9 
Max's are of her ſervants was the ſole remain. 1887. 
ing affair which employed her concern. She peruſed 
her will, in which ſhe had provided for them by 
legacies : She ordered the inventory of her goods, 

| clothes, and jewels to be brought her; and ſhe wrote 
| down the names of thoſe to whom ſhe bequeathed 
each particular: To ſome ſhe diſtributed money 
| with her own hands; and ſhe adapted the recom- 

| pence to their different degrees of rank and merit. 
| She wrote alſo letters of recommendation for her 
| ſervants to the French king, and to her couſin the 
duke of Guife, whom ſhe made the chief executor 
| of her teſtament. At her wonted time ſhe went to 
bed; flept ſome hours; and then riſing, ſpent the reſt 

| of the night in prayer. Having foreſcen the difficulty 

| of exerciſing the rites of her religion, ſhe had had 
| the precaution to obtain a conſecrated hoſte from the 
hands of pope Pius; and ſhe had reſerved the uſe 

of it tor this laſt period of her life. By this expe- 
dient ſhe ſupplied, as much as ſhe could, the want 

| of a prieſt and confeſſor, who was refuſed her“. 

| TowaRDs the morning, ſhe dreſſed herſelf in a 
ich habit of ſilk and velvet, the only one which ſhe 
had reſerved to herſelf. She told her maids, that 
he would willingly have left to them this dreſs rather 
than the plain garb which ſhe wore the day before; 
but it was neceſlary for her to appear at the enſuing 

| ſolemnity in a decent habit. 
| IHoMas ANDREWS, ſheriff of the county, entered 
the room, and informed her that the hour was come, 
and that he muſt attend her to the place of execu- 
uon. She replied, That ſhe was ready; and, bid- 
ding adicu to her ſervants, ſhe leaned on two of fir 


* Jebb, vol. ii. p. 302. 626, Camden, p. 5 34. 
r nine i 


Amias 


D 2 Paſs . 
* * e . * 


PPP J 
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CHAP, Amias Paulet's guards, becauſe of an infirmity in 


"X11; 
— — 


her limbs; and ſhe followed the ſheriff with a ſerene 


and compoſed countenance. In paſting through ; | 


hall adjoining to her chamber, ſhe was met he” the 
earls of Shrewſbury and Kent, fir Amias Paulet, fit 
Drue Drury, and many other gentlemen of diſtinc. 


tion. Here ſhe alſo found fir Andrew Melvil, her | 


fteward, who flung himſelf on his knees betore ber; 
and, OY his Bag, cried aloud, „ Ah, Ma. 


6 dam unhappy me! what man was ever deten 
the meſſenger of ſuch heavy tidings as I muſt | 
* carry, when I ſhall return to my native country, | 


ce and ſhall report that I ſaw my gracious queen 


« and miſtreſs beheaded in England ?” His tears 
prevented farther ſpecch ; and Mary too felt her. 


ſelf moved more from ſympathy than affliction, 


« Ceaſe, my good ſervant,” ſaid ſhe, ** ceaſe to | 
„ lament: Thou haſt cauſe rather to rejoice than | 
to mourn : For now ſhalt thou ſee the troubles of 
„Mary Stuart receive their long-expected period | 
and completion. Know,” continued ſhe, good | 
„ ſervant, that all the world at beſt is vanity, "ou | 
5 ſubject Kill to more ſorrow than a whole ocean of | 
d tears is able to bewail. But I pray thee carry this | 
4 meſſage from me, that I die a true woman to my | 


& religion, and unalterable in my affections to Scot- 


land and to France. Heaven forgive them that 
5 have long deſired my end, and have thirſted tor | 
„ my blood as the hart panteth after the water. 


© brooks! O God,” added ſhe, © thou that 
& art the Author of truth, and truth itſelf, thou 


* knowelt the inmoſt rocellas of my heart: Thou 
% knoweſt that | was ever defirous to prelerve all 


“entire union between Scotland and England, and 


de to obviate the ſource of all thele fatal diſcords 


„ But recommend me, Melvil, to my ſon, and tell 
< him, that, notwithſtanding all my diſtreſſcs, 


have done nothing prejudicial to the ſtate and | 


600 kingdom 


** » 


| 


ELIZABETH. 


clining herſelf, with weeping eyes, and face be- 


dewed with tears, ſhe kiſſed him. © And fo,” ſaid 


he, « good Melvil, farewel: Once again, farewell, 
Theol Melvil; and grant the afñiſſance of thy 
« prayers to thy queen and multreſs *,”? 


kingdom of Scotland.“ Alter theſe words, re: H A p. 
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Sk next turned to the noblemen who attended 


her, and made a petition in behalf of her ſervants, 
that they might be well treated, be allowed to enjoy 
the preſents which ſhe had made them, and be lent 


| ately. into their own country. Having received a 


favourable anſwer, ſhe preferred another requeſt, that 
they might be permitted to attend her at her death; 


in order, ſaid ſhe, that their eyes may behold, and 


their hearts bear witneſs, how patiently their queen 


and miſtreſs can ſubmit to her execution, and how 
conſtantly ſhe perſeveres in her attachment to her 
religion. The earl of Kent oppoſed this defire, and 
told her, that they would be apt by their ſpeeches 


and cries to diſturb both herſelf and the ſpectators : 


He was alſo appreheniive leſt they ſhould practiſe 


ſome ſuperitition not meet for him to ſuffer ; ſuch 


as dipping their handkerchiefs in her blood: For 
that was the inſtance which he made uſe of. My 


« lord,” ſaid the queen of Scots, 1 will give 
* my word (although it be but dead) that they ſhall 


not incur any blame in any of the actions winch 


* you have named. But alas! poor ſouls ! it would 


* be a great conſolation to them to bid their miſe 


| © treſs farewel. And ! hope,“ added ſhe, “that 


“your miſtreſs, being a maiden qucen, would 
« vouchſafe in regard of womanhood, that I ſhould 
* have ſome of my own people about me at my 
5 * death, I know that her majeſty hath not given 
* you any ſuch ſtrict command, but that you might 
grant me a requeſt of far greater courteſy, even 
. though I were a woman of inferior rank to that 


s. p. 4. Jeb, vol. U, p. 634. Strype, vol. iii. p. 384. 
* which 
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& which I bear.” Finding that the earl of Kent 
perſiſted till in his refuſal, her mind, which had for. 
tified itſelf againſt the terrors of death, was affected 
by this indignity, for which ſhe was not prepared, 


] am couſin to your queen, cried ſhe, “ and 


& deſcended from the blood-royal of Henry VII. 
« and a married queen of France, and an anointed 
* queen of Scotland.” The commiſſioners, yer. 


ceiving how invidious their obſtinacy would appear, 


conferred a little together, and agreed that ſhe 
might carry a few of her ſervants along with her. 
She made choice of four men and two maid- ſervants 4 


for that purpoſe. 


Sk then paſſed into another hall, where was 
erected the ſcaffold, covered with black; : and ſhe 
ſaw, with an undiſmayed countenance, the execu- 
tioners, and all the preparations of death. The 


room was crowded with ſpectators; and no one was 


ſo ſteeled againſt all ſentiments of humanity, as not 
to be moved when he reflected on her royal dignity, | 


_ conſidering the ſurpriſing train of her misfortunes, | 
_ beheld her mild but inflexible conſtancy, recalled 


her amiable accompliſhments, or ſurveyed her beau - 
ties, which, though faded by years, and yet more 
by her afllictions, ſtill diſcovered themſelves in this 
fatal moment. Here the warrant for her execution 


was read to her; and during this ceremony ſhe was 


filent, but ſhewed in her behaviour an indifference 
and unconcern, as it the buſineſs had nowile re- 
carded her. Before the executioners performed 
their office, the dean of Peterborow ſtepped forth; 

and though the queen frequently told him that he 
needed not concern himſelf about her, that ſhe was 
ſettled in the ancient catholic and Roman religion, 


and that ſhe meant to lay down her life in defence 


of that faith; he ſtill thought it his duty to perſiſt 1 in 


his lectures 150 exhortations, and to endeavour her 


converſion. The terms which he em lo ed were, 


under colour of pious inſtructions, 0 inſults on 


6. | | her 
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her unfortunate ſituation; and beſides their own ab- c HAP. 
XLII. 
1587. 


ſurdity, may be regarded as the moſt mortifying in- 
dignities to which ſhe had ever yet been expoſed. 

He told her that the queen of England had on this 
occaſion ſhewn a tender care of her; and notwith- 


ſtanding the puniſhment juſtly to be inflicted on her 


for her manifold treſpaſles, was determincd to uſe 
every expedient for ſaving her ſoul from that de- 
ſtruction with which it was ſo nearly threatened : 
That ſhe was now ſtanding upon the brink of eter- 
nity, and had no other means of eſcaping endleſs 
perdition, than by repenting her former wickedneſs, 


by juſtifying the ſentence pronounced againſt her, by 


acknowledging tne queen's favours, and by exert- 


ing a true and lively faith in Chriſt Jes us: That the 


| ſcriptures were as only rule of doctrine, the merits 
ok Chriſt the only means of ſalvation ; and if ſhe 


truſted in the inventions or devices of men, ſhe muſt 


expect in an inſtant to fall into utter darkneſs, into 
a place where ſhall be weeping, howling, and gnaſh- 


ing of tee h: That the hand of death was upon her, 
the axe was laid to the root of the tree, the throne of 


the great Judge of heaven was erected, the book of 


her lite was ſpread wide, and the particular ſentence 


and judgment was ready to be pronounced upon 
her: And that it was now, during this important 


moment, in her choice, either to riſe to the reſurrec- 
tion of life, and hear that joyful ſalutation, Come, ye 
bleſed of my Father; or to ſhare the reſurrection of 


| condemnation, replete with ſorrow and anguiſh ; 
| and to ſuffer tha: dreadful denunciation, Go, ye 
| urſed, into everia/ting fire *. 

DURING this diſcourſe Mary could not ſometimes 


| lorbear betraying her impatience, by interrupting 
| the preacher ; and the dean, finding that ſhe had 
| protited nothing by his lecture, at laſt bade her 


* MS. p. 8, 91 105 It. S1 vol. ili. p. 38. 5 
7 1 kedneſe, 


change her opinion, depent her of her former wie- 
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| kedneſs, and ſettle her faith upon this ground, tha br 
only in Chriſt Jefus could ſhe hope to be ſaved, .. 
She anſwered, again and again, with great earnel. WE hc 
neſs : „ Trouble not yourſelf any more about the WW vi 
& matter: For I was born in this religion; I hare be 
% lved in this religion; and in this religion Im e 
6 reſolved to die.“ Even the two earls perceied WM t: 
that it was fruitleſs to haraſs her any farther vin WM co 
theological diſputes ; and they ordered the dean to 21 
deſiſt from his unſcaſonable exhortations, and to pray Wi © 
for her converſion. During: he dean's prayer, ſhe WF © 
employed herſelt in private aevotion from the ofice WW va 
of the Virgin; and after he had finiſhed, ſhe pro. 2 
nounced aloud ſome petitions in Engliſh, for "hs | Fo 
afMicted church, for an end of her own troubles, t 
her ſon, and for queen Elizabeth; and prayed God, E 2nd 
that that princeſs might long proſper, and be en. WF qui 
ployed in his ſervice. The earl of Kent, oblerviny WP bo! 
that in her devotions ſhe made frequent uſe of the WM bu 
crucifix, could not forbear reproving her for her . er 
tachment to that popiſh trumpery as he termed i; per 
and he exhorted her to have Chriſt in her heart, not her 
in her hand”. She replied with preſence of mind, ber 
that it was difficult to hold ſuch an object in he h 
hand without feeling her heart touched with fome bol 
compunttion *. z inc 
SHE now began, with the aid of her two women, con 
to diſrobe herſelf; and the executioner alſo lent iis WF pol 
hand to afii!t them. She ſmiled, and ſaid, that fi: WF ib: 
was not accuſtomed to undreſs herſelf before ſo h, ut 
a company, nor to be ſerved by ſuch valets. Her | | Qui 
ſervants, feeing her in this condition ready to lay bet ru 
head upon che block, burſt into tears and laments: ot! 
tions: She turned about to them; put her finge! eon 
upon her lips, as a 5gn of impoſing ſilence pa | ali 
them“ ; and, having given them her bleſſing, d. tau] 
Or 
| vt 


IMS. p- 15: Tebb, vol. ii. p. 207. 491. 637. 2 Jebb, 121d, 
2 Jcbb, p. 307. 492, 
1 fired 
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| rred them to pray for her. One of her maids, C H A P. 
E hom ſhe had appointed for that purpole, covered 3 
ber eyes with a handkerchief; the laid herſelf down 1587. 
E without any ſign of fear or trepidation ; and her 
head was ſeve fed from her body at two ſtrokes by the 

E executioner. He inſtantly held it up to the ſpecta- 

tors, ſtreaming with blood, and agitated with the 

E convulſions of death: The dean "of Peterborow 

alone exclaimed, © So perith a Il queen Elizabeth's 

E « enemies!” The earl of Kent alone replied, 

„ Amen!” The attention of all the other ſpectators 

was fixed on the melancholy ſcene before them; and 
al and flattery alike gave place to preſent pity and 
admiration of the expiring princels. 
nus periſhed, in the torty-fifth year of her age, Mary” 
ind nineteenth of her captivity in England, Mary ee 
queen of Scots; a woman of great accompliſhments 

both of body and mind, natural as well as acquired; 

but unfortunate in her like, and during one period | 

W ry unhappy in her conduct. The beauties of her 
perlon, aud graces of her air, combined to make 

ber the moſt amiable of women; and the charms of 

ber addreſs and converſation aided the impreſſion 

| which her lovely figure made on the hearts of all be- 

F holders. Ambitious and active in her temper, yet 

E inclined to cneertulneſs and lociety ; of a lotty ſpirit, 

| conſtant, and even vehement, in her purpoſe, yet 

| polite, and gentle, and affable in her demeanour; 

E ſhe ſeemed to pariake only fo much of the male 

E virtues as to render her eſtimable, without relin- 

| quilitg thole oft graces which compole the proper 

E ornament of her ſex. In order to forin a juſt idea 

| of her character, we mult ſet aſide one part of her 
conduct, while ſhe abandoned herſelf to the guid- 

| ance of a profligate man; and mult conſider theſe 

| taults, whether we admit them to be imprudences 

or crimes, as the reſult of an inexplicable, though 

| 21ut uucmmon, eee in the human mind, * 
, „„ 
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the frailty of our nature, of the violence of paſſion, 
and of the influence which ſituations, and ſometime; 


momentary incidents, have on perſons whoſe prin. | 
ciples are not thoroughly confirmed by experience | 


and reflection. Enraged by the ungrateful conduct 


of her huſband, ſeduced by the treacherous counſels | 
of one in whom ſhe repoſed confidence, tranſported | 
by the violence of her own temper, which never lay 
ſufficiently under the guidance of diſcretion, ſhe was 
betrayed into actions which may with ſome dithculty | 
be accounted for, but which admit of no apology | 
nor even of alleviation. An enumeration of her | 
qualities might carry the appearance of a panegyric; | 
an account of her conduct muſt in fome parts wear | 


the aſpect of ſevere ſatire and invective. 


HER numerous misfortunes, the folitude of her | 
Tong and tedious captivity, and the periecutions to | 
which ſhe had been expoled on account of her 16. 
ligion, had wrought her up to a degree of bigotry | 
during her later years; and ſuch were the prevalent | 
ſpirit and principles of the age, that it is the lels } 


wonder if her zeal, her reſentment, and her in- 


tereſt uniting, induced her to give conſent to a | 


deſign which conſpirators, actuated only by the firlt 


of theſe motives, had formed againſt the lite of 
Elizabeth. : De 
Wx the queen was informed of Mary's execu | 
tion, ſhe affected the utmoſt ſurpriſe and indignation. | 
Her countenance changed; her ſpeech faltered and 


failed her; for a long time her ſorrow was ſo deep that 


ſhe could not exprels it, but ſtood fixed like a ſtatuein 
filence and mute aſtoniſnment. After her grief was 


able to find vent, it burſt out into loud wailings and 
lamentation; ſhe put herſelf in deep mourning for 
this deplorable event; and ſhe was ſeen perpetually 


| bathed in tears, and ſurrounded only by her maids 
.and women. None of her miniſters or counſellors 


dared to approach her; or if any had ſuch temerit), 


ſhe | 
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ſhe chaſed them from her with the moſt violent e HA fp. 

expreſſions of rage and reſentment: They had all eee 

of them been guilty of an unpardonable crime, in 23857. 

putting to death her dear ſiſter and kinfwoman, 

contrary to her fixed purpoſe ', of which they were 
ſufficiently appriſed and acquainted. . 
No ſooner was her ſorrow ſo much abated as to 
leave room for reflection, than the wrote a letter of 

| apology to the king of Scots, and ſent it by fir 

| Robert Cary, ſon of lord Hunſdon. She then told 

| him, that ſhe wiſhed he knew, but not felt, the 

| unutterable grief which ſhe experienced, on account 

of that lamentable accident, which, without her 

| knowledge, much leſs concurrence, had happened 

in England: That as her pen trembled when ſhe 

| attempted to write it, ſhe found herſelf obliged to 

| commit the relation of it to the meſſenger, her 

| kinſman 3; who would likewiſe inform his majeſty 

| of every circumſtance attending this diimal and 

| unlooked-for misfortune :; That ſhe appealedd to the 

| ſupreme Judge of heaven and earth for her inno— 

| cence ; and was alſo ſo happy, amidit her other 

| alliQtions, as to find that many perſons in her court 
could bear witneſs to her veracity in this proteſtation : 
That ſhe abhorred diffiinulation ; deemed nothing 

more worthy of a prince than a fincere and open 

conduct; and could never ſurely be eſteemed ſo 

| aſe and poor-ſpirited as that, if the had really 

E given orders for this fatal execution, ſhe could on 

Iny conſideration be induced to deny them: That, 

though ſenſible of the juſtice of the ſentence pro- 

[nounced againſt the unhappy priſoner, ſhe deter- 

mined, from clemency, never to carry it into exe. 

[cution ; and could not but reſent the temerity of 

Ithoſe who on this occaſion had diſappointed her 

intention: And that as no one loved him more 

early than herſelf, or bore a more anxious concern 


Camden, p. 536. Strype, vol. iii. Appendix, p. 145. = 
E Jeb, vol. Th p- 608, i: | | | | 
You, Ve. * ” 


322 


CHAP. 
| XLII. 


158. 


between theme. 


mitted Daviſon to priſon, and ordered him io he | 


a conteſt with the queen, he expreſſed penitence for 
His error, and ſubmitted very patiently to be railed | 


induced him to incur the guilt, and who had pro. | 
miſed to countenance and protect him. He was | 


| levied upon him. All the favour which he could | 
obtain from the queen was, ſending him {mall ſup. | 


_ particulars. The French and Scotch ambaſladors,| 
he ſaid, had been remonſtrating with the queen in 


that though ſhe had fo long delayed the execution, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


for his welfare ; ſhe hoped that he would conſider 
every one as his enemy who endeavoured, on ac. 
count of the preſent incident, to excite any animoſity ity 


IN order the better to ek James, the com. 


tried in the Star Chamber for his miſdemeanor, 
The ſecretary was confounded ; and, being ſenſible 
of the danger which mult attend bis entering into 


at by thoſe very counſellors whoſe perſuaſion had 


condemned to impriſonment during the queen's | 
pleaſure, and to pay a fine of ten thouſand pounds. 
He remained a long time in cuſtody; and the tine, | 
though it reduced him to beggary, was rigoroully | 


plies from time to time to keep him from periſting 
in neceflity*. He privately wrote an apology to his] 
friend Walfingham, which contains many curious 


Mary's behalf ; and immediately after their & 
ure ſhe commanded him, of her own accord, t 
deliver her the warrant for the execution ot 45 | 
princeſs. She figned it readily, and ordered it to be 
ſealed with the great ſeal of England. She appeared 
in ſuch good humour on the occaſion, that ſhe {aidto 
him in a jocular manner, * Go tell all this to N al 
+ fingham, who is now ſick: Though fear he vil 
6 die of ſorrow when he hears of it.“ She added, 


leſt ſhe ſhould ſeem to be actuated by malice d 
cruclty, ſhe Was all along ſenſible of the neceſſii d 


c Camden, p- 536. Spotfrcod, p. 358. 4 Caraden 


p. 538. f 
l. 
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it, In the ſame converſation he blamed Drury and © H a e. 


Paulet, that they had not before eaſed her of this 
trouble; and ſhe expreſſed a defire that Walſing— 
ham would bring them to compliance in that par— 


| ticular. She was ſo bent on this purpoſe, that ſome 
| time after ſhe aſked Daviſon, Whether any letter 


| had come from Paulet with regard to the ſervice 
| expected of him? Daviſon ſhewed her Paulet's let- 
| ter, in which that gentleman poſitively refuſed to act 
| any thing inconſiſtent with the principles of honour 
| and jultice. The queen fell into a paſſion, and ac- 
cuſed Paulet as well as Drury of perjury ; becauſe, 
| having taken the oath of aſſociation, in which they 
| had bound themſelves to avenge her wrongs, they 
| had yet refuſed to lend their hand on this occaſion. 


XLII. 
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But others,“ ſhe ſaid, * will be found leſs ſcru- 


| « pulous.“ Daviſon adds, that nothing but the 


| conſent and exhortations of the whole council could 


| have engaged him to ſend of the warrant: He was 
| well aware of his danger; and remembered that the 


| queen, after having ordered the exccution of the 


ö duke of Norfolk, had endeavoured, in a like man- 
N ner, to throw the whole blame and odium of that 
| action upon lord Burieigh ©. 
| EuzanretH's diflimulation was fo gross Non it 
could deceive nobod y who was not previouſly re- 


| foived to be blinded 3 but as James's concern for 


bis mother was certainly more ſincere and cordial, 
be diſcovered the higheſt reſentment, and refuſed 
to admit Cary into his preſence. He recalled his 


mbaſſadors from E ngland; and ſeemed to breathe 


nothing but war and vengeance. The {lates of 


Scotland, being aſſe mbled, took part in his aD ger; 7 | 


| and profeſſed that thzy were ready to Ipend their 


| lives and fortunes in revenge of his mother's death, 
and 1 in defence of bis title to the crovn of 3 England. 
3 Camden, p. 538. Strype, val: 3. p. 37 55 


| the Advocates? Library, A. 3. 28. p. 17. From the Cott. Lib. 
j Calig. e. 9. Piogr. Brit. p. 1625. 1627. 8 
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Many of the nobility inſtigated him to take arms; 
Lord Sinclair, when the courtiers appeared in deep 
mourning, preſented himſelf to the king, arrayed in | 
complete armour, and ſaid, that this was tie proper | 
mourning for the queen. The catholics took the 


opportunity of exhorting James to make an alliance | 


with the king of Spain, to lay immediate claim to | 
the crown of England, and to prevent the ruin | 
which, from his mother's example, he might con. | 
clude, would certainly, if Elizabeth's power prevail. | 
ed, overwhelm his perſon and his kingdom. The | 
queen was ſenſible of the danger attending theſe | 
counſels ; and after allowing James ſome decent in. | 
terval to vent his grief and anger, ſhe employed her | 
emiſſaries to pacify him, and to ſet before him every | 
motive of hope or fear which might induce him to | 
live in amity with her. 1 A 

WALSINGHAM wrote to lord Thirlſtone, James's | 


ſecretary, a judicious letter to the ſame purpoſe. 


He ſaid, That he was much ſurpriſed to hear of the 


violent reſolutions taken in Scotland, and of the pal. | 


ſion diſcovered by a prince of ſo much judgment and 
temper as James: That a war, founded merely on 
the principle of revenge, and that too on account of 
an act of juſtice which neceſſity had extorted, would 
for ever be expoſed to cenſure, and could not be 
excuſed by any principles of equity or reaſon: That 
it theſe views were deemed leis momentous among 
princes, policy and intereſt ought certainly to be at. 
tended to ; and theſe motives did ſtill more evidently 


_ oppoſe all thoughts of a rupture with Elizabeth, | 


and all revival of exploded claims to the Engliſh 
throne : That the inequality between the two king- 
doms deprived James of any hopes of ſucceſs, it he 
truſted merely to the force of his own tate, and 
had no recourſe to foreign powers for aſſiſtance: 
That the objections attending the introduction of 
ſuccours from a more potent monarch appeared 0 
evident from all the tranſactions of hiſtory, = 

Tn Is they 


ELIZABETH. 


ſeveral peculiar circumſtances, which ought for ever 
to deter him from having recourſe to io dangerous 
an expedient : That the French monarch, the an- 
| cient ally of Scotland, might willingly uſe the aſſiſt- 
| ance of that kingdom againſt England; but would 
be diſpleaſed to ſee the union of theſe two kingdoms 
| in the perſon of James ; a union which would ever 


after exclude him from practiſing that policy, former- 
| ly ſo uſeful to the French, and fo pernicious to the 


| Scottiſh nation: That Henry, beſides, infeſted with 
E faction and domeſtic war, was not in a condition of 
| {ſupporting diſtant allies ; much leſs would he ex- 
pole himſelf to any hazard or expence, in order to 
| aoprandiſe a near kinſman of the houſe of Guile, 
the moſt determined enemies of bis repoſe and au— 
| thority : That the extenfive power and exorbitant 
ambition of the Spaniſh monarch rendered him a 
till more dangerous ally to Scotland; and as he 


L Lancaſter, he was at the ſame time the coinmon 
| enemy of all princes who wiſhed to maintain their 
independence, and the immediate rival and com- 
| petitor of the king of Scots: That the queen, by 
ber own naval power and her alliance with the Hol- 
anders, would probably intercept all ſuccours which 
might be ſent to James from abroad, and be enabled 
io decide the controverſy in this iſland, with the ſu- 
perior forces of her own kingdom, oppoſed to thoſe 
ol Scotland: That if the King revived his mother's 


embrace her religion, by which alone they could be 
Jultifed; and mult thereby undergo the infamy of 
[aandoning thoſe principles in which he had been 
iftly educated, and to which he had hitherto re- 
ene (2 ligiouſly 


they could not eſcape a perſon of the king's exten- O H AP: 


| evidently aſpired to an univerſal monarchy in the 
| velt, and had in particular advanced ſome claims to 
England, as if he were deſcended from the houſe of 


pretenſions to the crown of England, he muſt alſo 
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ES P. ligiouſly adhered : That as he would, by ſach an 


= apoltacy, totally alienate all the proteſtanis 1 im Scot— 


1587. 


vancing a preſent claim to the crown, he forfeited 


that national animoſity which the late peace and al. 


ſecretly preparing a great navy to attack her; ſhe 


land and England, he could never gain the con. 
fidence of the catholics, who would {till entertain 
reaſonable doubts of his fincerity : That by ad. 


the certain proſpect of his ſucceſſion, and revived 


liance between the kingdoms had happily extin. 


guiſhed : That the whole gentry and nobility of | 
England had openly declared themſelves for the 


execution of the queen of Scots; and if James 


ſhewed ſuch violent reſentment againſt that act of 
juſtice, they would be obliged, for their own ſecu. 
rity, to prevent for ever lo implacable a prince trum | 
ruling over them: And that, however ſome perſons | 
night Tepretent his hongur as engaged to ſeek ven. 
geance for the preſent affront and injury, the true | 
honour of a prince conhiſted 1 wiſdom and mode- | 
ration and juſtice, not in following the dictates of 
blind paſſion, or in purſuing revenge at the expence 
of every motive and every inte reſt', Theſe confi-| 
derations, joined to the peaceable unambitious tem. 
per of the young prince, prevailed over bis 1clent- | 
ment ; and he fell gracual ly into a good correſpond: 
ence with the court OL England. It is probable that | 
the queen's chief object in her diſſimulation with fe. 
gard to the execution of Mary was, that ſhe might 
thereby afford James a decent pretence for renewing | 
bis amity with her, on which their mutual interelt 


ſo much depended, 


WIIILE Elizabeth enſured tranquillity from the 
attempts of her neareſt neighbour, ſhe was not fe. 
gligent of more diſtant dangers. Hearing that Phi. 
lip, though he ſeemed to diſſemble the daily infult 
and injuries which he received from the English, was, 


f Strype, vol. iii. p. 377. Spotſi 00d. * 
| | Lell 


. 


ſent ſir Francis Drake with a fleet to intercept his HAP. 


ſupplies, to pillage his coaſt, and to deſtroy his 
ſhipping. Drake carried our four capital ſhips of 
the queen's, and twenty-ſix great and ſmall, Sith” 
which the London merchants, in hopes of ſharing 


in the plunder, had ſupplied him. Having learned 


from two Dutch ſhips, which he met with in his 6"; 
1 


palſage, that 2 Spaniſh fleet: richly laden, was lying 
at Cadiz, ready to ſet fail for- Li bon, the rendez- 
vous of the intended Armada; ; he bent! his courſe to 


the former harbour, and boldly, as well as fortu- 


nately, made an attack on the enemy. He obliged 
fix gallies, which made head againſt him, to take 
ſhelter under the forts ; he burned about a hundred 
veſſels laden with ammunition and naval ſtores ; 
and he deſtroyed a great ſhip of the marquis of 
| Santa Croce. Thence he ſet fail for Cape St. Vin- 
| cent, and took by aſſault the caſtle fituated on that 


promontory, with three other fortreſſes. He next 
inſulted Liſbon; and finding that the merchants, 


who had engaged entirely in expectation of profit, 
were diſcontented at theſe military enterpriſes, he ſet 
fail for the Terceras, with an intention of lying in 
wait for a rich carrack which was expected in thoſe 
parts, He -was ſo fortunate as to meet with his 


prize; and by this ſhort expedition, in which the 


public bore fo ſmall a ſhare, the adventurers were 
encouraged to attempt farther enterpriſes, the Eng- 
lin ſeamen learned to deſpiſe the great unwieldy 


ſhips of the enemy, the naval preparations of Spain 


were deſtroyed, the intended expedition againſt Eng- 


land was retarded a twelvemonth, and "the queen 


thereby had leiſure to take more ſecure meaſures 
againſt that formidable invalion*. 


| THis year, Thomas Cavendiſh, a gentleman of 
N ee who bad diſhpated a good eltate by 


Camden, p. 540. Sir William Monſon's Naval Tracts in 


Churchills Voy ages, yol. iii. p. 1 56. 
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CHAP. living at court, being reſolved to repair his fortune 


Kl. 


— at the expence of the Spaniards, fitted out three 


1587. 


ſhips at Plymouth, one of an hundred and twenty 


tons, another of ſixty, and a third of forty; and 
wich theſe ſmall veſſels he ventured into the South 


Sea, and committed great depredations on the Spa- 
niards. He took nineteen veſſels, ſome of which 
were richly laden; and, returning by che Cape of 


Good Hope, he came to London, and entered the 


river in a kind of triumph. His mariners and (ol. 
diers were clothed in filk, his fails were of damaſk, 


bis top-ſail cloth of gold; and his prizes were 


eſteemed the richeſt that ever had been e 


into England“. 


Tux land enterpriſes of the Engliſh were not, 
during this campaign, ſo advantageous or honour. 


able to the nation. The important place of De- 
venter was intruſted by Leiceſter to William Stan— 


ley, with a garriſon of twelve hundred Engliſh; 
and this gentleman, being a catholic, was alarmed 


at the diſcovery of Babington's conſpiracy, and be- 


came apprehenſive leſt e. rery one of his religion 
ſhould thencetorth be treated with diſtruſt in Eng- 
land. He entered into a correſpondence with the 

Spaniards, betrayed the city to them for a ſum of 


money, and engaged the whole garriſon to deſert 


with him to the Spaniſh ſervice. Roland York, who 
commanded a fort near Zutphen, imitated his ex- 
ample; and the Hollanders, formerly diſguſted with 
Leiceſter, and ſuſpicious of the Engliſh, broke out 


into loud complaints againſt the improvidence, if 


not the treachery, of his adminiſtration. Soon 


after he himſelf arrived in the Low Countries; but 


his conduct was nowiſe calculated to give them ſatil- 


faction, or to remove the ſuſpicions which they had 


entertained again{t him. The prince of Parma 
having beſieged Sluys, Leiceſter attempted to relieve 


the place, firſt by fea, then by land but failed in 


b Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. . p. 57. 
both 
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both enterpriſes; and as he aſcribed his bad ſucceſs © H Ap. 


to the ill behaviour of the Hollanders, they were 


equally free in reflections upon his conduct. The 


| breach between them became wider every day: 
They flighred his authority, oppoſed his meaſures, 
and neglected his counſels; while he endeavoured, 
by an imperious behaviour and by violence, to re— 
cover that infiuence which he had loſt by his im- 
rudent and ill-copcerted meaſures. He was even 
ſulpected by tne Dutch of a deſign to uſurp upon 
their liberties 3. and the jealouſy entertained againſt 
him began to extend towards the queen herſelf. 
That princeſs had made ſome advances towards a 


peace with Spain : A congreſs had been opened at 
Bourbourg, a village near Graveline : And though 


the two courts, eſpecially that of Spain, had no 
other intention than to amuſe each of them its 


enemy by negotiation, and mutually relax the pre- 


, parations for defence or attack, the Dutch, who 
| were determined on no terms to return under the 
Spaniſh yoke, became apprehenſive leſt their liberty 
| ſhould be facrificed to the political intereſts of Eng- 


land. But the queen, who Knew the importance 


| of her alliance with the States during the preſent 
conjuncture, was reſolved to give them entire ſatis— 
faction, by recalling Leiceſter, and commanding him 
| torefign his government. Maurice, fon of the late 
| prince of Orange, a youth of twenty years of age, 
| was elected by the States governor in his place; and 


queen commander of the Engliſh forces. The 
| meaſures of theſe two generals were much embar— 
| rafled by the malignity of Leiceſter, who had left a 


means of his emiffarics, to diſturb all the operations 
of the States. As ſoon as Elizabeth received intel- 
| ligence of theſe diſorders, ſhe took care to redreſs 


| Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. iv. Strype, vol. iv. No. 246. 
15 to 


| Peregrine lord Willoughby was appointed by the 
| ation behind him, and who {till attempted, by 


| them ; and ſhe obliged all the partiſans ot England 
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to fall into unanimity with prince Maurice*. By 
though her good ſenſe ſo far prevailed over ber 


partiality to Leiceſter, ſhe never could be made 


fully ſenſible of bis vices and incapacity : The 


ſubmiſſions which he made her reſtored him % 


her wonted favour; and lord Buckhurſt, who bad 


accuſed him of miſconduct in Holland, loſt her 


confidence tor ſome time, and was even committed 
to o cuſtody. 

81 Chriſtopher Hatton was another favour ite who 
at this time received ſome marks of her Partial. 
Though he bad never followed the profeſſion ot fthe 
law, he was made chancellor in the place of Brom. 
ley deceaſed; but, notwithſtanding all the exped. 
ations and perhaps wiſhes of the lawyers, he behaved 
in a manner not unworthy of that high ſtation : Hi 
good natural capacity ſupplied the place of expe- 


rience and ſtudy ; and his deciſions were not found 


1583. 


Philip pro- 
Jes the 
invaſion of 
England. 


deficient either in point of equity or judgment, I 


enemies had contributed to this promotion, in hopes | 


that his abſence from court, while he attended the 


buſineſs of chancery, would gradually eſtrange the 
queen from him, and give them an opportunity of | 


undermining him in her favour. 


Tres little intrigues and cabals of the court MW 
were filenced by the account, which came from all IM 
quarters, of the vaſt preparations made by the Spa- 
niards for the invaſion of England, and for the en. 
tire conquelt of that kingdom. Philip, though be 


had not yet declared war, on account of the Lolli 


ties which Elizabeth every where committed upon 
bim, had long harboured a ſecret and violent delire | 


of revenge againſt her. His ambition alſo, and 
the hopes of extending his empire, were much etl 
couraged by the prefent proſperous {tate of his 


affairs; by the conqueſt of Portugal, the acquilt- | 
tion ol the Eaſt- Indian commerce and ſettlement, | 


& Rymer, tom. xv. p. 66. 5 
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and the yearly importation of vaſt treaſures from 
America. The point on which he reited his high- 
eſt glory, the perpetual object of his policy, was to 
ſupport orthodoxy and exterminate hereſy ; and as 
| the power and credit of Elizabeth were the chief 
bulwark of the proteſtants, he hoped, if he coul 
| ſubdue that princefs, to acquire the eternal renown 
of re-uniting the whole C hriſtian world in the ca- 
tholic. communion. Above all, his indignation 
againſt his revolted cs nate in the Netherlands 
inltigated him to attack the Engliſh, Was had en- 
couraged that in furrection, and Who, by their vici— 
pity, were ſo well enabled to fupport the Ilollanders, 
that he could never hope to reduce theſe rebels 
while the power of that kingdom remained entire 
and unbroken. To ſubdue Fneland leemed a ne- 
ceſſary preparative to the re-eltabliſhment of his 
authority in the Netherlands ; and notwithſtanding 
0 ent, the former was in itfelf, as a more 
important, ſo a more eaſy undertaking than the lat- 
ter. That kingdom lay nearer Spain than the Low 
Countries, and was more ex poſed to invations from 


that quarter; after an enemy had once obtained en- 
trance, the difficulty ſeemed to be over, as it was 


neither fortified by art nor nature; a long peace had 
deprived it of all military dilcipline and experience; 


and the catholics, in which It till anounded, oats | 


be ready, it was hoped, to join any vader who 
ſhould tree them from thote perſecutions under 
which they laboured, and ſhould revenge the death 
of the queen of Scots, on whom they had fixed all 
their alfeclions. The fate of England muſt be 

decided in one battle at lea, and another at land ; 
and what compariſon between the Engliſh and 
Spaniards, either in point of naval force, or in the 
numbers, reputation, and veteran bravery of their 
armies? Beſfides the acquiſition of ſo great a king- 
dom, ſucceſs againſt England enfured the imme- 
. 11 diate 
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diate ſubjection of the Hollanders, who, attacked 
on every hand, and deprived of all ſupport, muſt 
yield their ſtubborn necks to that yoke which they 
had ſo long reſiſted. Happily this conqueſt, as it 
was of the utmoſt importance to the grandeur of 
Spain, would not at preſent be oppoſed by the jea. 
louſy of other powers, naturally ſo much intereſted 


to prevent the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe. A truce 


was lately concluded with the Turks ; the empire 
was in the hands of a friend and near ally; and 
France, the perpetual] rival of Spain, was fo torn 
with inteſtine commotions, that ſhe had no leiſure 
to pay attention to her foreign intereſts. This fa— 


vourable opportunity, therefore, which might never 
again preſent itſelf, mult be ſeized, and one bold 


effort made for acquiring that aſcendant in Europe, 


to which the preſent greatneſs and proſperity of the 


Spaniards ſeemed ſo fully to entitle them!“. 
Tusk hopes and motives engaged Philip, not- 


withſtanding his cautious temper, to undertake this 
hazardous enterpriſe; and though the prince, now 
created by the pope duke of Parma, when con- | 
ſulted, oppoſed the attempt, at leaſt repreſented the | 
neceſſity of previouſly getting poſſeſſion of ſome 


ſea-port town in the Netherlands, which might 


afford a retreat to the Spaniſh navy“, it was deler- 


mined by the catholic monarch to proceed i imme— 
diately to the execution ct this ambitious project. 


During ſome time he had been ſecretly making 


preparations 3 but as ſoon as the reſolution was 


fully taken, every part of his vaſt empire reſounded 


with the note of armaments, and all his miniſters, 
9 


generals, and admirals, were en nployed 1 in forward- 
ing the deſign. The marquis of Santa Croce, a 


ſea officer of great reputation and EXPETICNGE, Was 


I Camden. Strype, vol. iii. p. 512. 
„ bentivoglio, part ii. lib. 11x. 
| deſtined 
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deſtined to command the fleet; and by his counſels 
were the naval equipments conducted. In all the 
ports of Sicily, Naples, Spain, and Portugal, ar- 
tiſans were employed in building veſſels of uncom- 
mon fize and force; naval ſtores were bought at 
a great expence; proviſions amaſſed ; armies levied 
and quartered in the maritime towns of Spain ; and 
plans laid for fitting out ſuch a fleet and embarka- 


tion as had never before had its equal in Europe. 
The military preparations in Flanders were no leſs 


formidable. Troops from all quarters were every 
moment aſſembling, to reinforce the duke of Parma. 


Capizuchi and Spinelli conducted forces from Italy: 
The marqueſs of Borgaut, a prince of the houſe of 


Auſtria, levied troops in Germany: The Walloon 
and Burgundian regiments were completed or 


augmented : The Spaniſh infantry was ſupple 


with recruits ; and an army of thirty-four thouſand 


men was aſſembled in the Netherlands, and kept in 


readineſs to be tranſported into England. The 
duke of Parma employed all the carpenters whom 
he could procure, either in Flanders or in Lower 


Germany, and the coaſts of the Baltic; and he built 


at Dunkirk and Newport, but eſpecially at Ant- 


4 


werp, a great number of boats and flat-bottomed 
veflels, for the tranſporting of his infantry and. 
cavalry, The moſt renowned nobility and princes 


of Italy and Spain were ambitious of ſharing in the 
honour of this great enterpriſe, Don Amadeus of 
Savoy, don John of Medicis, Veſpaſian Gonzaga 
duke of Sabionetta, and the duke of Paſtrana, 
baſtened to join the army under the duke of Parma. 
About two thouſand volunteers in Spain, many of 
them men of family, had enliſted in the ſervice. 


No doubts were entertained, but ſuch vaſt prepa- 
rations, conducted by officers of ſuch conſummate 


kill, muſt finally be ſucceſsful. And the Spaniards, 


oltentatious of their power, and elated with vain 
Eo TS TT hopes, 


333 
E HAF. 
XLII. 
op 
1598, 
The In- 
vincible 
Armada. 


— — —— odfOYy > 
* — ar Ab 3 


334 


CAO 
XLII. 
— — 


1588. 


Prepara- 


tions in 


England. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


hopes, bad already denominated their navy the In. 
vincible Armada. 

News of thele extraordinary preparations ſoon 
reached the court of London; and notwithſtanding 
the ſecrecy of the Spaniſh council, and their pre. 
tending to employ this force 1 in the Indies, it was 
eaſily e e that they meant to make ſome 
effort againſt England. The queen had foreſecn 


the invaſion; and, finding that ſhe mult now con- 
tend for her crown with tie whole force of Spain, 
ſhe made Prep parations for reſiſtance 35 Or. Was the 


diſmayed with that Power by which all Europe 


apprehend d ſne mult of neceſſity be overwhelmed, 


Her force indeed ſeem ed very une ual to reſiſt ſo po. 
9 Pt 


tent an enemy. Al ihe Gilde in England amount- 


ed att hat tine fo about fourtée EI FH en men“ 


The ſize of the English ſhipping was in general 0 
ſmall, that except atew of the queen's ſhips of war, 
there were not four veſſels belonging to the mer- 


chants which exceeded four hundred tons“ The. 


royal navy conſiſted 1 of twenty— eight ſail', 
many of which were of fmall lize ; ; none of them 
exceeded the bulk of our largeit frigates, and moſt 
of them deſerved rather the name of pinnaces than 
of ſhips. The only advantage of the Englith fleet 
conſiſted in the dexterity and courage ot the ſeamen, 
who, being accuitoined to fail in tempeſtuous leas, 
and expoſe themſelves to all dangers, as much ex- 
ceeded in this particular the Spaniſh mariners, as 
their veſſels were inferior in ſize and force to thoſe oi 


that nation %. All the commercial towns of E ngland | 
_ were required to furniſh ſhips for reinforcing this 
tall navy; and they di iſcovered on the preſent oc. 


caſion great alacrity in defending their liberty and 


religion againſt thoſe imminent "perils with ang | 
they were menaced. The citizens of London, in 
order to ſhew their zeal in the common. ws | 


a Monſon, p. 256. o bid. p. 268, 
p Ibid. p. 157. | 4 Id. p. 321. 
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inſtead of fifteen veſſels which they were commanded CHAP. 


to equip, voluntarily fitted out double the number 
The gentry and nobility hired, and armed, and 
manned, forty-three ſhips at their own charge; 

and all the loans of money which the queen de- 
manded were frankly granted by the perſons ap— 
plied to. Lord Howard of Effingham, a man of 
courage and capacity, was admiral, and took on 
him the command of the navy : Drake, Hawkins, 
and Frobiſher, the molt renowned ſeamen in Eu- 
rope, ferved under him. The principal fleet was 
ſtationed at Plymouth. A {maller ſquadron, con- 
ſiting of forty veſlels, Engliſh and Flemiſh, was 


5 -onmanded by lord Sey mour, ſecond ſon af pro- 
tector Somerſet ; and lay off Dankirk; in order o 


intercept the duke of Parma. 
Tux land forces of England, compared to thoſe 


of Spain, pofleſſed contrary qualities to its naval. 
power: They were more numerous than the enemy, 
but much inferior in difcipline, reputation, and 


experience. An army of twenty thoutand men was 
| dilpoled in different bodies along the ſouth coaſt, 
and orders were given them, if they could not 
prevent the landing of the Spaniards, to retire 
backwards, to walte the country around, and to wait 
for reſaforcement from the 1 xcighbouriag counties, 


before they approached the enemy. \ body of 


twenty-two thoutand foot, and a thoulznd horſe, 
under the command ot the earl of Leice elter⸗ Was 
ſtationed at Tilbury, in order to defend the n. 


The principal army conſiſted of thirty four thouſand 
foot and two thouſand horſe, and was commanded 


by lord Hunſdon. Theſe forces were reſerved for 
guarding the queen's perſon, and were appointed 
to march whitherſoever the enemy ſnould appear. 


The fate of England, if all the Spaniſh armies. 
ſhould be able to and, ſeemed to depend on the 


' Monſon, p. 267. : Ling Ct it the Admirals, vol. i. p. 45m. 
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iſſue of a ſingle battle; and men of reflection enter. 


tained the moſt diſmal apprehenſions, when they 
conſidered the force of fifty thouſand veteran Spa- 


| niards, commanded by experienced officers, under 


the duke of Parma, the moſt conſummate general 
of the age; and compared this formidable arma. 
ment with the military power, which England, not 
enervated by peace, but long diſuſed to war, could 


muſter up againſt it. 


Tas chief ſupport of the kingdom ſeemed to 
conſiſt in the vigour and prudence of the queen's 
conduct; who, undiſmayed by the preſent dangers, 


iſſued all her orders with tranquillity, animated her 


people to a ſteady reſiſtance, and employed every 


reſource which either her domeſtic ſituation or her 
foreign alliances could afford her. She ſent fir 


Robert Sidney into Scotland, and exhorted the king 
to remain attached to ner, and to conſider the 


danger which at preſent menaced his ſovereignty no 


leſs than her own, from the ambition of the Spaniſh 
tyrant*: The ambaſſador found James well diſpoſed 
to cultivate a union with England, and that prince 
even kept himſelf prepared to march with the force 
of his whole kingdom to the aſſiſtance of Elizabeth. 
Her authority with the king of Denmark, and the 
tie of their common religion, engaged this monarch, | 
upon her application, to ſeize a ſquadron of ſhips | 
which Philip had bought or hired in the Daniih 

harbours *: The Hanſe Towns, though not at that 
time on good terms with Elizabeth, were induced 
by the ſame motives to retard ſo long the equip- 
ment of ſome veſſels in their ports, that they be- 
came uſcleſs to the purpoſe of invading England. 
All the proteſtants throughout Europe regarded this 


e as the critical event, which was to decide 


© She made him ſome promiſes which the never fullilled, to 
give him a dukedom in England, with ſuitable lands and rere- 
nue, to ſettle 5oco!. a year on him, and pay him a guard, tor 
the LN of his perion. From a MS, of lord Royſton's. 
y Strype, vol. 111. p. 524. 
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for ever the fate of their religion; and though un- CHAP. 


able, by reaſon of their diſtance, to join their force 
to that of Elizabeth, they kept their eyes fixed on 
her conduct and fortune, and beheld with anxiety, 
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| mixed with admiration, the intrepid countenance 


with which ſhe encountered that dreadful tempeſt, 
which was every moment advancing towards her. 
Tae queen allo was ſenſible that, next to the 
zeneral popularity which ſhe enjoyed, and the con- 
fidence which her ſubjects repoſed in her prudent 


government, the firmeſt ſupport of her throne con- 


| ſiſted in the general zeal of the people for the pro- 


| teſtant religion, and the ſtrong prejudices which they 
had imbibed againlt popery. She took care, on the 
| preſent occaſion, to revive in the nation this attatch- 
| ment to their own ſect, and this abhorrence of the 
| oppoſite. The Engliſh were reminded of their for- 
| mer danger from the tyranny of Spain: All the 
| barbarities exerciſed by Mary againſt the proteſtants 
| were aſcribed to the counſels of that bigoted and 
imperious nation: The bloody maſſacres in the 
Indies, the unrelenting executions in the Low 
| Countries, the horrid cruelties and iniquities of the 
| inquiſition, were ſet before men's eyes,: A liſt and 
| deſcription was publiſhed, and pictures diſperſed, of | 


the ſeveral inſtruments of torture with which, it was 


| pretended, the Spaniſh Armada was loaded: And 
every artifice, as well as reaſon, was employed to 
| animate the people to a vigorous defence of their 
teligion, their laws, and their liberties. 

| Bur while the queen, in this critical emergence, 
| rouſed the animoſity of the nation againſt popery, + 


| ſhe treated the partiſans of that ſect with modera- 


| tion, and gave not way to an undiſtinguiſhing fury 
| againſt them. Though ſhe knew that Sixtus Quin- 
tus, the preſent Pope, famous for his capacity and 
bis tyranny, had fulminated a new bull of excom- 
munication againſt her, had depoſed her, had ab- 
| lolved her lubjects from their oaths of allegiance, 
Vor. V. N had 
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e AP. had publiſhed a cruſade againſt England, and had 


F wing granted plenary indulgences to every one engaged 


1588. 


in the preſent invaſion ; ſhe would not believe that 


all her catholic ſubjects could be ſo blinded, as to 
ſacrifice to bigotry their duty to their ſovercign, 
and the liberty and independence of their native 


country. She rejected all violent counſels, by which | 
the was urged to ſeek pretences for diſpatching the | 
leaders of that party : She would not even confine | 
any conſiderable number of them: And the catho. WW 
lics, ſenſible of this good uſage, generally expreſſed | | 

great zeal for the public ſervice. Some gentlemen | 


of that ſect, conſcious that they could not juſtly ex. 


pect any truſt or authority, entered themſelves a 
volunteers in the fleet or army“: Some equipped | 
ſhips at their own charge, and gave the command | 


of them to proteſtants : Others were active in ani. 


mating their tenants, and vaſlals, and neighbours, 
to the "defence of their country : And every rank of | 


men, burying for the preſent all party diſtinctions, 


ſcemed to prepare themſelves with order as well as | 


vigour to reſiſt the violence of theſe invaders. 


The more to excite the martial ſpirit of the 
nation, the queen appeared on horſeback in the 
camp at Tilbury ; and, riding through the lines, di- 
covered a cheerful and animated countenance, ex- | 
| horted the ſoldiers to remember their duty to thei 


country and their religion, and profeſſed her inten- 


tion, though a woman, to lead them herſelf into the 
field againſt the enemy, and rather to periſh in 
battle than ſurvive the ruin and {lavery of her peo- | 


ple*. By this ſpirited behaviour ſhe revived the 
lendemen and admiration of the ſoldiery: An at- 


tachment to her perſon became a kind of enthufialm | 


among them: And they aſked one another, Whe- 
ther it were poſſible that Engliſhmen could abandon 
this glorious cauſe, could ditplay leſs fortitude than 


Stowe, p. 747. 
* Sce note {| B] DJ at the end of the volume. 
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appeared | in the female ſex, or could ever by any CHAP. 


dangers be induced to relinquith the defence of their 
heroic princeſs ? | 
Tu Spaniſh Armada was ready in the beginning 
of May; but, the moment it was preparing to ſail, 
the marqueſs of Santa Croce, the admiral, was ſcized 
with a fever, of which he ſoon after died. The 


concurrence of accidents, at the very ſame time 


ſuffered the ſame fate; and the king appointed for 
admiral the duke of Medina Sidonia, a nobleman 
of great family, but unexperienced in action, and 


entirely unacquainted with lea. affairs. Alcarede was 


appointed vice-admiral. This misfortune, beſides 


9 


— 
1538. 


| vice-admiral, the duke of Paliano, by a ſtra ange 


the loſs of ſo great an officer as Santa Croce, retard- 


ech the failing of the Armada, and gave the Engliſh 
| more time for their preparations to oppoſe them. 
| At laſt the Spaniſh fleet, full of hopes and alactity, 
| ſet fail from Liſbon ; but next day met with a vio- 
| lent tempeſt, which ſcattered the ſhips, ſunk ſome 
| of the ſmalleſt, and forced the reſt to take ſhelter in 
the Groine, where they waited till they could be re- 
fitted. When news of this event was carried to 
| England, the queen concluded that the deſign of an 
| invaſion was diſappointed for this ſummer ; and, be- 
ing always ready to lay hold on every pretence for 
fing money, ſhe made Wallingham write to the 
| admiral, directing him to lay up iome of the larger 
| ſhips, and to diſcharge the ſeamen : But lord Effing- 
| ham, who was not ſo ſanguine in his hopes, uſed 
| the beedomn to difobey thele orders; and he begged. 
| leave to retain all the ſhips in ſervice, though it 
| ſhould be at his own expence . He took advantage 
| of a north wind, and ſailed ads the coaſt of Spain, 
| vith an intention of attacking the enemy in their 
barbours; 3 but, the wind changing to the louth, he 


Camden, p. 545. 
5 became 
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became apprehenſive leſt they might have ſet fail 
and, by paſſing him at ſea, invade England, noy 


expoſed by the abſence of the fleet. He returned, 


therefore, with the utmoſt expedition to Plymouth 


and lay at anchor in that harbour. 
MeANWRHILE, all the damages of the Armad 


were repaired; ; and the Spaniards with freſh hope, 


ſet out again to ſea, in proſecution of their enterpriſe, | 


The fleet conſiſted of a hundred and thirty veſſel, 


of which near a hundred were galleons, and were of | 


greater ſize than any ever before uſed in Europe. 


It carried on board nineteen thouſand two hundred 


and ninety-five ſoldiers, eight thouſand four hundred 


and fifty-lix mariners, two thouſand and eighty. 


eight gallcy-ſlaves, and two thouſand fix hundred 
and thirty great picces of braſs ordnance. It wa: 


victualled for fix months; and was attended by 
twenty letler ſhips, called caravals, and ten falve 
with fix oars apiece “. 


Tu plan formed by the king of Spain was, that | 


the Armada ſhould fail to the coaſt oppoſite to Dun. 
kirk and Newport; and having chaſed away al: 
Engliſh or Flemiſh veſſels, which might. obſtruct 


the paſſage (for it was never ſuppoſed thev could 


make oppoſition), ſhould join themſelves with the | 
duke of Parma, ſhould thence make ſail to the 
Thames, and having landed the whole Spaniſh army, | 


thus complete at 'one blow the entire conquelt of 


England. In proſecution of this ſeheme, Philip 


gave orders to the duke of Medina, that, in pafling 


along the channel, he ſhould fail as near the coat 


of France as he could with ſafety; that he ſhould 


by this policy avoid meeting with the Engliſh fleet; 


and, keeping in view the main enterpriſe, ſhould 
negle&t all ſmaller ſucceſſes, which might prove an 


obitacle,. or even nterpoſe a delay, to the acqui- 
tion of a kingdom After the Armada was under 


® Strype, vol. iii. Appendix, p. 221. b Monſon, p. 15! 
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ſail, they took a fiſherman, who iu dennen them that en Ar. 


the Engliſh admiral had been lately at fea, had heard 
of the tempeſt which ſcattered the Armada, had re- 
tired back into Plymouth, and, no longer expecting 
an invaſion this ſeaſon, had lain up his ſhips, and 
diſcharged moſt of the ſeamen. From: this falſe in- 
telligence the duke of Medina conceived the great 


XLII. 


128. 


facility of attacking and deſtroying the Engliſh ſhips 


in harbour; and he was tempted by the proſpect of 


ſo deciſive an advantage to break his orders, and 
make ſail directly for Plymouth: A reſolution which | 
proved the ſatety of England. The Lizard was the 
firſt land made by the Armada, about ſunſet ; and 
as the Spaniards took it for the Ram. head near 
Plymouth, they bore out to ſea with an intention of 
returning next day, and attacking the Engliſh navy. 
They were deſcried by Fleming, a Scottiſh pirate, 
who was roving in thoſe ſeas, and who immediately 
ſet ſail to inform the Engliſh admiral of their ap- 
proach*© : Another fortunate event which conttibuted 
extremely to the ſafety of the fleet. Ethngham had 
juſt time to get out of port, when he ſaw | Spaniſh 


15th Tuly, 
The Ar- 
mada ar- 
rives in the 
Channel. 


Armada coming fuli fail towards him, diſpoſed in the 


form of a crelcent, and ſtretching the diſtance of 


{even miles from the entremity of one diviſlon to 
that of the other. | 


THe writers of that age raiſe their ſtyle by a 


pompous deſcription of this ſpectacle; the moſt 
magnificent that had ever appeared upon the ocean; 
infuſing equal terror and admiration into the minds 
of all beholders. The lofty maſts, the ſwelling ſails, 
and the towering prows of the Spaniſh galleons, ſeem 
impoſſible to be juſtly painted but by aſſuming the 
colours of poetry; and an eloquent hiſtorian of 
laly, in imitation of Camden, has aſſerted, that the 
Armada, though the Ihips - bore very zl, yet“ al 


8 N onſon, p. 158. . 
{3 55 vanced 
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vanced with a flow motion ; as if the ocean groaned 


with ſupporting, and the winds were tired with im. 
pelling, ſo enormous a weight ©. The truth, how. 


ever, is, that the largeſt of the Spaniſh veſſels would 
ſcarcely paſs for third rates in the preſent navy of 


England: yet were they ſo ill framed, or fo ill go. 


verned,' that they were quite unwieldy, and could 


not fail upon a wind, nor tack on occaſion, nor be 


managed in ſtormy weather by the ſeamen. Nei. 


ther the mechanics of ſhip-building, nor the expe. 


rience of mariners, had attained ſo great perfection 
as could ſerve for the ſecurity and government of 


ſuch bulky veſſels; and the Engliſh, who had already 


bad experience how unſerviceable they commonly 


the enemy. Nor was it long before the event an- 


were, beheld without diſmay their tremendous ap. 
pearance. 

EprrinGHam gave orders not to come to cloſe 
fight with the Spaniards; where the ſize of the ſhips, 
he ſuſpected, and the numbers of the ſoldiers, would 
be a diſadvantage to the Engliſh ; but to cannonade 
them at a diſtance, and to wait the opportunity 


which winds, currents, or various accidents, mult 


afford him, of intercepting ſom ſcattered veſſels of 


iwered expectation, A great ſhip of Bilcay, on 


board of which was a confiderable part of the Spaniſh 


money, took fire by accident; and while all hands 


were employed in extinguiſhing the flames, ſhe fell 


behind the reſt of the Armada: The great galleon 


of Andaluſia was detained by the ipringing of her 


maſt : And both theſe veſlels were taken, after ſome | 
reſiſtance, by ſir Francis Drake. As the Armada 


advanced up the channel, the Engliſh hung upon its 
rear, and ſtill infeſted it with ſkirmiſhes. Each trial 


f abated the confidence of the Spaniards, and added 


courage to the Ungliſh; and the latter ſoon found, 


4 Bentivoglio, part ii. lib iv. | 
| that 


E LIZ AR E T h. 


was no advantage to them. Their bulk 3 
them the more to the fire of the enemy; while their 
cannon, placed too high, ſhot over the heads of the 


Engliſh, The alarm having now reached the coaſt 


of Togland, the nobility and gentry haſtened out 
with their veſſels from every harbour, and reinforced 
the admiral. The earls of Oxford, Northumber- 
land, and Cumberland, fir Thomas Cecil, fir Ro- 
bert Cecil, fir Walter Raleigh, fir Thomas Vavaſor, 
fir Thomas Gerrard, fir Charles Blount, with many 
others, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by this generous 
| and diſintereſted ſervice of their country. The 
| Engliſh fleet, after the conjunction of thole {hips, 
amounted to a hundred and forty fail. 

THE Armada had now reached Calais, and caſt 


anchor before that place; in expectation that the 
duke of Parma, who had gotten intelligence of their 


approach, would put to ſea and join "his forces to 
them. The Engliſh admiral practiſed here a ſuc- 


celsful ſtratagem upon the Spaniards. He took 


eight of his ſmaller ſhips, and, filling them wich all 


combuſtible materials, ſent them one after another 
into the midſt of the enemy. The Spaniards fancied 


that they were fireſhips of the ſame contrivance with 
a famous veſſel which had lately done fo much exe- 
cution in the Schelde near Antwerp; and they im- 
mediately cut their cables, and took to en with 


the greateſt diſorder and precipitation. The Eng- 


liſh fell upon them next morning while in 3 ; 
and, beſides doing great dane to other ſhips, ey 
took or deſtroyed about twelve of the enemy. 

By this time it was become apparent, that the 
intention for which theſe preparations were made by 


the Spaniards, was entirely trultrated. The vellels 


| provided by the duke oi Parma, were made tor 
| tranſporting ſoldiers, not for fighting ; and that ge- 


ral, when urged to leave the harbour, pofitively 
4 4 refuſcd 


that even in cloſe fight the ſize of the Spaniſh ſhips © n a b. 
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CHAP. refuſed to expoſe his flouriſhing army to fuch ap. 
parent hazard; while the Engliſh not only were able 


1374 


Oriented. 


to keep the ſea, but ſeemed even to triumph over 


their enemy, The Spaniſh admiral found, in many 


rencounters, that while he loſt ſo conſiderable a 
part of his own navy, he had deſtroyed only one 
ſmall veſſel of the Engliſh; and he foreſaw, that 
by continuing ſo unequal a combat, he muſt dray 
inevitable deſtruction on all the remainder. He 


prepared therefore to return homewards; but as 


the wind was contrary to his paſſage through the 


channel, he reſolved to ſail northwards, and, mak. 


ing the tour of the iſland, reach the Spaniſh har. 


bours by the ocean. I he Engliſh fleet followed 


him during ſome time; and had not their ammy- 
nition fallen ſhort, by the negligence of the offices 


in ſupplying them, they had obliged the whole 
Armada to ſurrender at diſcretion. The duke of 


Medina had once taken that reſolution ; but was 


diverted from it by the advice. of his en 


This concluſion of the enterpriſe would have been 
more glorious to the Engliſh; but the event proved 
almoſt equally fatal to the Spaniards. A violent 


tempeſt overtook the Armada after it paſſed the 


Orkneys : The ſhips had already loſt their anchors, 


and were obliged to keep to ſea: The mariners | 
unaccuſtomed to ſuch hardſhips, and not able to | 
govern ſuch unwieldy veſſels, yielded to the fury | 
of the ſtorm, and allowed their ſhips to drive either 


on the Weiten iſles of Scotland, or on the coaſt of 


Ireland, where they were miſerably wrecked. Not 
a half of the navy returned to Spain; and the ſea- | 


men as well as ſoldiers who remained, were ſo over- 
come with hardſhips and fatigue, and ſo diſpirited 


by their diſcomfiture, that they filled all Spain with | 
accounts of the deſperate valour of the Engliſh, and | 
of the tempeſtuous \ violence of that ocean which ſur- 


rounds them, e 
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Zuen was the miſerable and diſhonourable con- CHAP, 


| cufion of an enterpriſe which had been preparing 
for three years, which had exhauſted the revenue 
and force of Spain, and which had long filled all 
Europe with anxiety or expectation. Philip, who 
was a ſlave to his ambition, but had an entire com- 
mand over his countenance, no ſooner heard of the 
mortifying event which blaſted all his hopes, than 


he fell on his knees, and rendering thinks for that 


XLII. 


— — 
1588, 


gracious diſpenſation of Providence, exprefled his 


joy that the calamity was not greater. The Spaniſh 

prieſts, who had ſo often bleſt this holy evalu, and 
bereit its infallible ſucceſs, were ſomewhat at a 
loſs to account for the victory gained over the ca- 
tholic monarch by excommunicated heretics and an 


| execrable uſurper : But they at laſt diſcovered, that 


all the calamities of the Spantards had proceeded 


from their allowing the infidel Moors to live among | 


them“ 


Soo after the defeat and difperſion of the Spaniſh 


Armada, the queen ſummoned a new parliament ; 


1529: 
4th Feb. 


and received from them a ſupply of two ſubſidies 


and four fifteenths, payable in four years. This is 


the firſt inſtance that ſubſidies were doubled in one 


ſupply ; and ſo unuſual a conceſſion was probably 


obtained from the joy of the preſent ſucceſs, and 


from the general ſenſe of the queen's neceſſities. 


Some members objected to this heavy charge, on 


account of the great burthen of loans which | had 


ately been impoſed upon the nation *. 

EL1ZABETH foreſaw, that this houſe of commons, 
like all the foregoing, would be governed by the 
puritans; and therefore, to obviate their enterpriſes, 


A parlia- 
ments 


he renewed at the beginning of the ſeſſion her uſual 


injunction, that the parliament ſhould not on an) 


account preſume to treat of matters eccleſiaſtical. 


Notwithſtanding this ſtrict inhibition, the Zeal of 


e See note [CC] at the cad of the volume. 
See note [DD] at the end of the volume. 


one 
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one Damport moved him to preſent a bill to the 


—— commons for remedying ſpiritual grievances, and 


Neal, vol. i. P. 500. i D*Ewes, p. 434+ 


for reſtraining the tyranny of the eccleſiaſtical com. 
miſſion, which were certainly great: But when Mr. 
ſecretary Woley reminded the houſe of her majeſty's 


commands, no one durſt ſecond the motion; the 


bill was not ſo much as read; and the ſpeaker re. 
turned it to Damport without taking the lealt no. 


tice of its. Some members of the houſe, notwith. 


ſtanding the general ſubmiſſion, were even com. 


mitted to cuſtody on account of this attempt“. 
Inu imperious conduct of Elizabeth appeared 
ſtill more clearly in another parliamentary tranſac- | 


tion. The right of purveyance was an ancient pre. 


rogative, by which the officers of the crown could 
at pleaſure take proviſions for the houſchold from | 
all the neighbouring counties, and could make uſe | 


of the carts and carriages of the farmers; and the 
price of theſe commodities and ſervices was fixed 
and ſlated. The payment of the money was often 


diſtant and uncertain ; and the rates, being fixed | 
before the diſcovery of the Well Indies, were much 
inferior to the preſent market price; ſo that pur. 
veyance, beſides the flavery of it, was always | 
regarded as a great burthen, and, being arbitrary | 
and caſual, was liable to great abuſes. We may | 
fairly preſume, that the hungry courtiers of Eliza. 


beth, ſupported by her unlimited power, would be 
ſure to render this prerogative very oppreſſive to 


the people; and the commons had, laſt ſeſſion, found | 


it neceſſary to paſs a bill for regulating theſe 2 


actions: But the bill was loſt in the houſe of peers". 


The continuance of the abuſes begat a new attempt 
for redreſs; and the fame bill was now revived, and 
again ſent up to the houſe of Peers, together with 2 


bill for ſome new regulations in the court of 
exchequer, Soon alter the commons received | 


: D'Ewes, p. 438. h Strype's Life * Whitgift, p. 280. 


meſlige 


R LIZ ANN H. 


| meſſage from the upper houſe, deſiring them to ap- 

point a committee for a conference. At this con- 

| ference, the peers informed them, that the queen, 

. by a meſſage delivered by lord Burleigh, had ex- 
| prefſled her diſpleaſure, that the commons ſhould 
| preſume to touch on her prerogative. If there 
| were any abuſes, the ſaid, either in impoſing pur- 
| veyance, or in the practice of the court of exche- 
quer, her majeſty was both able and willing to pro- 
vide due reformation; but would not permit the 
| parliament to intermeddle i in theſe matters *. The 
| commons, alarmed at this intelligence, appointed 
| another committee to attend the queen, and endea- 
| your to ſatisfy her of their humble and dutiful in- 
| tentions. Elizabeth gave a gracious reception to 
| the committee: She expreſſed her great ine/timable 


| wing care towards her loving ſubjects; which, ſhe 
nid, was greater than of her own ſelf, or even thats 


She told 


| any of them could have of themlelves. 
| them, that ſhe had already given orders for an in- 


| dangers of the Spaniſh invaſion had retarded the 
| progreſs of the deſign; that ſhe had as much ſkill, 


| even her houſehold, and therefore the leſs proper 
of berſelF, with advice of her council and the judges, 


| redreſs every grievance in theſe matters, but would 


[theſe regulations. The ifſue of this matter was the 
[ad her e " 


k D. Ewes, p. 440. | 1 Ibid. p. 444. 
Si riæa 5 — tu 7 {ſas e ego vapul lantum. Juv. 


lame that attended all conteſts between Elizabeth 
She ſeems even to have 


been 
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quiry into the abuſes attending purveyance, but the 


| vill, and power to rule her houſehold as any ſubjects 8 
whatſoever to govern theirs, and needed as little the 
alliſtance of her neighbours ; that the exchequer was 
ber chamber, conlequently more near to her than 


lor them to intermeddle with; and that the would 


not permit the commons, by laws moved without 
| her privity, to bereave her of the honour attending | 
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been more imperious in this particular than her pre. 
deceſſors; at leaſt her more remote ones: For they 
often permitted the abuſes of purveyance“ to be te. 
dreſſed by law ?. Edward III. a very arbitrary 
prince, allowed ten ſeveral ae to be enacted 
for that purpoſe, _ 

In ſo great awe did the commons ſtand of every 
courtier, as well as of the crown, that they durſt 
uſe no freedom of ſpeech which they thought would 
give the leaſt offence to any of them. Sir Edward | 


Hobby ſhewed in the houſe his extreme grief, that | 
by ſome great perſonage, not a member of the houſe, | 


he had been ſharply rebuked for ſpeeches delivered 
in parliament : He craved the favour of the houſe, | 


and defired that ſome of the members might inform 


Expedi- 
t10n 
againſt 
Portugal 


that great perſonage of his true meaning and inten. | 


tion in theſe ſpeeches”. The commons, to obviate 


theſe inconveniencies, paſſed a vote that no one | 
ould reveal the ſecrets of the houſe. 


ITux diſcomfiture of the Armada had begotten in 
the nation a kind of enthuſiaſtic paſſion for enter. | 
priſes againſt Spain; and nothing ſeemed now im- | 
poſſible to be atchieved by the valour and fortune of | 


the Engliſh. Don Antonio, prior of Carto, a na. 
| tural fon of the royal family of Portugal, truſting 


to the averſion of his countrymen againſt the Cz | 
ſtilians, had advanced a claim to the crown; and | 


flying firſt to France, thence to England, had been 


encouraged both by Henry and Elizabeth in his | 
pretenſions. A deſign was formed by the people, 
not the court of England, to conquer the kingdom 


for Don Antonio: Sir Francis Drake and Sir John WM 


Norris were the leaders i in this romantic enterprik: 


2 * \ See note CEE! at the _ of the elaine, o See the Sta- 
tutes, under the head of purveyance. D? Ewes, p- 432, 433. 
1 An act was paſſed this ſeſlion, enforcing the former ſtatute, | 
which impoſed twenty pounds a month on EVEry ond abſent from 
public worſhip : But the penalty was reſtricted to two-thirds of | 
the income of the recuſant. 29 Eliz. cap. 6. 
| Newt | 


EI. 12 AH E T H. 


Near twenty thouſand volunteers“ enliſted them- © HA b. 


ſelves in the ſervice: And ſhips were hired, as well 
as arms provided, at the charge of the advcnturers. 
| The queen's frugality Kept her from contributing 
more than ſixty thouſand pounds to the expence; 
| 2nd ſhe only allowed fix of her {hips of war to attend 
| the expedition. There was more ſpirit and bra- 


very, than foreſight or prudence, in the conduct of 
| this enterpriſe. The ſmall ſtock of the adventurers 


| did not enable them to buy either proviſions or am- 
munition ſufficient for ſuch an undertaking : They 
| even wanted veſſels to ſtow the numerous volunteers 


| who crowded to them; and they were obliged to 
| ſeize by force ſome ſhips of the Hanſe Towns, which 


| they met with at fea : An expedient which ſet them 


| ſomewhat more at eaſe in point of room for their 


| men, but remedied not the defictency of their pro- 
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| viſions. Had they failed directiy to Portugal, it 


| is believed that the good. will of the people, joined 
| to the detenceleſs ſtate of the country, might have 
| enſured them of ſucceſs: But, hearing that great pre- 
| parations were making at the Groine for the inva- 
| tion of England, they were induced to go thither, 


| and deſtroy this new armament of Spain. They 


| broke into the harbour, burned ſome ſhips of war, 
| particularly one commanded by Recalde, vice-ad- 


| miral of Spain; they defeated an army of four or 
| five thouſand men, which was aſſembled to oppoſe 


them; they aſſaulted the Groine, and took the lower 
| town, which they pillaged ; and they would have 
| taken the higher, though well fortified, had they not 
bund their ammunition and proviſions beginning 


| to fail them. The young earl of Eſſex, a nobleman 
| of promiſing hopes, fired with the thirſt of military 


7 Birch's Memoirs of queen Elizabeth, vol. i. p. 61. Mon- 


| lon, p. 267, ſays, that there were only fourtcen thouſand ſol- 
ders and four thouſand ſeamen in the whole on this expedition: 
ut the account contained in Dr. Birch, is given by one of the 


| Toft confiderable of the adventurers. 
* Monſon, p 267. 


t Thid. p. 159. | 
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honour, had ſecretly, unknown to the queen, ſtolen 


from England, here joined the adventurers ; and it 
was then agreed by common conſent to make ſil 
for Portugal, the main object of their enterpriſe, 

Tux Engliſh landed at Paniche, a ſea-port town, 
twelve leagues from Liſbon ; and Norris led the 
army to that capital, while Drake undertook to fail 
up the river, and attack the city with united forces. 
By this time the court of Spain had gotten leiſure 
to prepare againſt the invaſion. Forces were thrown 
into Liſbon : The Portugueſe were diſarmed: All 


ſuſpected perſons were taken into cuſtody : And 


thus, though the inhabitants bore great affection to 
Don Antonio, none of them durſt declare in favour 
of the invaders. The Engliſh army, however, made 
themſelves maſters of the ſuburbs, which abounded 
with riches of all kinds; but as they deſired to con- 
ciliate the affections of the Portugueſe, and were | 
more intent on honour than profit, they obſerved a | 
ſtrict diſcipline, and abſtained from all plunder, 


Meanwhile they found their ammunition and pro- | 


viſion much exhauſted ; they had not a ſingle can- | 
non to make a breach in the walls; the admiral had | 


not been able to paſs ſome fortrefſes which guarded | 
the river; there was no appearance of an inſurrec- 


tion in their favour ; ſickneſs, from fatigue, hunger, | 


and intemperance in wine and fruits, had ſeized the | 


army: So that it was found neceſſary to moke all | 


poſſible haſte to reimbark. They were not purſued | 
by the enemy; and, finding at the mouth of the 


river ſixty ſhips laden with naval ſtores, they ſeized | 


them as lawful prize; though they belonged to the | 
Hanſe Towns, a neutral power. They failed thence | 
to Vigo, which they took and burned ; and, having | 


ravaged the country around, they ſet fail and arrived 


in England. Above half of thele gallant adventures 
periſhed by ſicknels, famine, fatigue, and the ſword; | 


u Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 61. 


and 


EEE. J 1 
and England reaped more honour than profit from oH a b. 
| this extraordinary enterpriſe. It is computed that . 
eleven hundred gentlemen embarked on board the 5. 
| fleet, and that only three hundred and "ny ſurvived 

| thoſe multiplied diſaſters *. 

Wurd theſe ſhips were on their voyage home- 

wards; they met with the earl of Cumberland, who 
Vas outward bound, with a fleet of ſeven fail, all 
equipped at his own charge, except one ſhip of war 

which the queen had lent him. That nobleman 
ſupplied fir Francis Drake with ſome proviſions; 3 4 
generoſity which ſaved the lives of many of Drake's 

men, but for which the others afterwards ſuffered 

| ſeverely. Cumberland failed towards the Terceras, 

and took ſeveral prizes from the enemy; but the 

| richeſt, valued at a hundred thouſand pounds, pe- 

| riſhed in her return, with all her cargo, near St. 
Michael's Mount in Cornwal. Many ot theſe ad- 
venturers were killed in a raſh attempt at the Ter- 

ceras; a great mortality feized the reſt: And it was 

| with diſſe alty that the few hands which remained 

| were able to ſteer the Kg back into harbour“. 

| TroucGH the ſignal advantages gained over the Airs of 
| Spaniards, and the ſpirit thence infuled into the Eng- ns. 
| liſh, gave Elizabeth great ſecurity during the reſt 

ot her reign, the could not forbear keeping an anxi- 

| ous eye on Scotland, whoſe fituation rendered its 

| revolutions alw avs of importance to her. It might 

| b2ve been expected, that this high- ſpirited princeſs; 

Who knew To well to brave danger, would not have 

| [tained that malignant jealouſy towards her heir, 

with which, during the life-time of Mary, ſhe had 

been ſo much agitated. James had indeed ſucceed- 

| ed to all the clas ns of his mother; but he had not 

| lucceeded to the favour of the catholics Which 


* Birch's Memoirs, vol i. p. 61. 7 Monſon, p. 161. 
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— as the queen was now well advanced in years, and 


153g. 


enjoyed an uncontrolled authority over her ſubjets, 
it was not likely that the king of Scots, who was 
of an indolent unambitious temper, would ever give 
her any diſturbance in her poſſeſſion of the throne, 


Let all theſe circumſtances could not remove her 


timorous ſuſpicions : And fo far from ſatisfying the 
nation by a ſettlement of the ſucceſſion, or a decla. 


ration of James's title, ſne was as anxious to pre. 
vent every incident which might anywiſe raiſe his 
credit, or procure him the regard of the Engliſh, | 
as if he had been her immediate rival and compe. | 
titor, Moſt of his miniſters and favourites were | 
her penſioners; and as ſhe was deſirous to hinder | 
him from marrying and having children, ſhe ob. 
liged them to throw obſtacles in the way of every 
alliance, even the moſt reaſonable, wlich could be | 
offered him; and Curing ſome years ſhe ſucceeded 
in this malignant policy“. He had fixed on the 


elder daughter of the king of Denmark, who, being 


a remote prince and not powerful, could give her no | 
umbrage; yet did the ſo artfully crols this negotia | 
tion, that the Daniſh morarch, impatient of delay, 


married his daughter to the duke of Brunſwick. 
James then renewed his ſuit to the younger prin. 
ceſs; and {t1i! found obſtacles from the i intrigues of 


Elizabeth, who, merely with a view of interpoſing | 
delay, propoſed to him the fiſter of the king ot | 
Navarre, a princeſs much oldcr than himſelf, and | 
entirely deſtitute of fortune. The young king, | 
beſides the deſire of ſecuring himſelf by the pro. 
ſpect of iſſue, from thoſe traitorous attempts, too 
frequent among his ſubjects, had been ſo watched | 
by the rigid auſterity of the eccleſiaſtics, that he | 
had another inducement to matry, which 1 is not ſo 


= Winwood, vol. i 1. P- 4 . 2 2 Melvil, P · 166, n. 
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uſual with monarchs. His impatience therefore e H A p. 
broke through all the politics of Elizabeth: The 3 
articles of marriage were ſettled : The ceremony 1589. 
was performed by proxy : And the princeſs em- 
barked for Scotland; but was driven by a ſtorm 

| into a port of Norway. This tempeſt, and ſome 

| others which happened near the ſame time, were 

| univerſally believed in Scotland and Denmark to 

| have proceeded from a combination of the Scoitiſh 

and Daniſh witches; and the dying « onieflion of the 

| criminals was ſuppoſed to put the accuſation heyond 

| all controverly b. v. James, however, though a great 

| believer in ſorcery, was not detcired by chis inci- 

| dent from taking a vovage in order 15 conduct bis 

| bride home: He arrived in Norway; carried the 

| queen thence to Copenhagen; and, having paſſ.d 

| tle winter in that city, he brought her next ſpring 

| to Scotland, where they were joy fully received by 

the people, The clergy alone, who never neglected 

an opportunity of vexing their prince, made oppo- 

| lition to the queen's coron tion, on account of the 

ceremony ot anointing her, which they alleged was 

either a Jewiſh or a popith rite, and theretore ut- 

| terly antichriſtian and unlawful. But James was as 

| much bent on the ceremony as they were averle to 


we 


* 


i and, after much controverſy, and many intrigues, 
[| | ts authority, which had not often Da pPence,. at laſt 

| prevailed over their oppoſition *. I, IE 
1 | 2 
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French aſfair fines M urder of th De auke of Gui e —=— 


Murder of Henry III. — Progreſs of Henry IV. 


- Naval enterpriſes againſt Spain A par. | 
liament —— Henry IV. embraces the catholic reli. 
gion — Scotch affairs —— Naval enlerpriſes—— 


A parliament - {'cace of Vervins——T7 he car; 


of Eſſex 


\ FTER a ſtate of great anxiety and many 
difficulties, Elizabeth had at length reached a 
ſituation where, though her affairs ſtill required at- 
tention, and found employment tor her active ſpirit, 
the was removed from all danger of any mme ate 
revolution, and might regard the efforts of her ene- 


mies with ſome degree of confidence and ſecurity, 


Her ſucceſsful and prudent adminiſtration had 
gained ner, together with the admiration of 
foreigners, the affections of her own ſubjects; and 


alter the death of the queen of Scots, even the 


catholics, however diſcontented, pretended not to 
diſpute her title, or adhere to any other perſon as her 


competitor. James, curbed by bis factious nobility 


and eccleſiaſtics, poſſeſſed at home very little au- 
thority; and was ſolicitous to remain on good terms 
with Elizabeth and the Engliſh nation, in hopes 
that time, aided by his patient tranquility, would 
ſecure him that rich ſucceſſion to which his birth 
entitled him. The Hollanders, though over- 
matched in their conteſt with Spain, ſtill made an 


obltinate refiitance ; and ſuch was their unconquer- | 


able antipathy to their old maſters, and ſuch tie 
prudent conduct of young Maurice, their governor, 


that | 


— — — — — — — — 
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poſſible, muſt be the work of years, and ye reſult 
of many and great ſucceſſes. Philip, who, in his 
powerful effort againſt England, had "jv tranſl. 
ported by reſentment and ambition beyond his uſual 
cautions maxims, was now diſabled, and {till more 
diſcouraged, from adventuring again on ſuch ha- 
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zardous enterpriſes. The ſituation alſo of affairs 5 


in France began chieily to employ his attention; 


but notwithſlanding all his artifice, and force, ad 


expotie®, the events in that kingdom proved every 
day more contrary to his expectations, a and more 
farourable to the friends and contederat es ot Eng- 
land. 


Tur violence of the league having conſtrained 
Henry to declare war again(t the Hugonots, theſe 


religioniſts ſeemed expoſed to the utmoſt danger; 
and Elizabeth, ſenſible of the intimate connexion 
between her own intereſts and thoſe of that party, 
had ſupported the king of Navarre by her nego- 
tations in Germany, and by large ſums of money 
| which ſhe remitted for levying forces in that coun- 
| try. This great prince, not diſcouraged by the 
| ſuperiority of his enemies, took the field; and in 
the year 1587 gained, at Coutras, a complete vic- 
| tory over the army of the French king; but as his 
| allies, the Germans, were at the fame time dif. 
| comfited by the army of the league, under the duke 
| of Guiſe, his ſituation, notwithſtanding his victory, 
| ſeemed (till as deſperate as ever. The chief ad- 


vantage which he reaped by this diverſity of ſucceſs 


 BoJ trom the diſſenſions which by that means toox 
| place among his enemies. The inhabitants of Paris, 
intoxicated with admiration of Guile, and ſtrongly 
prejudiced againſt their king, whoſe intentions had 
| become ſuſpicious to them, took to arms, and 
| oblived Henry to fly for his ſafety. That prince, 
| dilembling his reſentment, entered into a nego— 
E tation with the league; and, havin no conferred 


French 
affairs. 
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Nfürder of 
the duke 
Guite. 


tence of finding expedients to ſupport the intended 
war againſt the Hugonots. The various ſcenes of | 
perfidy and cruelty, which had been exhibited in 
France, had juſtly begotten a mutual diffidence 


among all parties; yet Guiſe, truſting more to the 
timidity than honour of the king, raſhly put him- 


ſelf into the hands of that monarch, and expected, 


by the aſcendant of his own genius, to make him | 


. his exorbitant pretenſions. Henry, 
though of an ealy diſpoſition, not ſteady to his re. 
ſolutions nor even to his promiſes, wanted neither | 
courage nor capacity; and finding all his ſubtilties | 


_ eluded by the vigour of Guile, and even his throne | 


expoſed to the moſt imminent danger, he embraced 
more violent counlels than were natural to him, and 


ordered that prince and his brother, the cardinal ot | 
Guile, to be aſſaſſinated in his palace. 


TIIIs cruel execution, which the neceſſity of it | 
alone could excuſe, had nearly proved fatal to the 
author, and ſeemed at firſt to plunge him into 
greater dangers than thoſe which he ſought to avoid 
by taking vengeance on his enemy. The partiſans 
of the league were inflamed with the utmoſt rage 


againſt him: The populace every where, particularly 


at Paris, renounced allegiance to him: The eccle- | 
ſiaſtics and the preachers filled all places with exe. 
crations againſt his name: And the moſt powertul | 


cities and molt opulent provinces appeared to 


combine in a reſolution, either of renouncing mo- 


narchy, or of changing their monarch. Henry, 


finding flender reſources among his catholic ſubjects, 
was conſtrained to enter into a confederacy with the 
Hugonots and the king of Navarre: He enliſted 
large bodies of Swiſs infantry and German cavalry: 


And, being ſtill ſupported by his chief nobility, he 


«lcmbled by all theſe means an army of near forty 
houtand men, and advanced o che gates of 0 
ready 
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ready to cruſh the league, and ſubdue all his ene- Cn av. 


mies. The deſperate reſolution of one man divert- 


ed the courſe of theſe great events. Jaques Cle- | 


ment, a Dominican friar, inflamed by that bloody 
ſpirit of bigotry which diſtinguiſhes this century, 
and a great part of the following, beyond all ages 
of the world, embraced the reſolution of ſacrificing 

his own life, in order to ſave the church from the 
perſecutions of a heretical tyrant ; and, being ad- 
mitted under ſome pretext to the king's preſence, 


| he gave that prince a mortal wound, and was im- 


nediately put to death by the courtiers, who haſtily 


| revenged the murder of their ſovereign. This me- 
| norable incident happened on the firſt of Nh. ns 


1589. 
Tres king of Navarre, next * het. to the crown, 


aſſumed the government by the title of Henry IV. 
| but ſucceeded to much greater difficulties than thoſe 
| which ſurrounded his predeceſſor. The prejudices 
| entertained againſt his religion made a great part 

of the nobility immediately deſert him; and it was 
dnly by his promiſe of hearkening to conferences and 
inſtruction, that he could engage any of the catholics 
to adhere to his undoubted title. The league, go- 
verned by the duke of Mayenne, brother to Guiſe, 
gathered new force, and the king of Spain enter- 

| taned views, either of diſmembering the French 
monarchy, or of annexing the whole to his own 
| dominions. In theſe diſtreſsful circumſtances, Hen- 


ry addreſſed himſelf to Elizabeth, and found her 


well diſpoſed to contribute to his aſſiſtance, and to 
oppoſe the progreſs of the catholic league, and of 
| Philip, her inveterate and dangerous enemies. To 
prevent the deſertion of his Swiſs and German 
| auxiliaries, ſhe made him a preſent of twenty-two | 
| thouſand pounds, a greater ſum than, as he de- 
clared, he had ever ſeen before: And ſhe ſent him 
2 reinforcement of four thouland men, under lord 
| Willoughby, an _— of ene who joined 
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taken the ſuburbs ſword in hand, he abandoned 
them to be pillaged by his ſoldiers. He employ ed 
this body of Englith i in many other enterpriſes ; and 
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the French at Dieppe. Strengthened by theſe ſup. 


plies, Henry marched directly to Paris; and, having 


{till found reaſon to praiſe their courage and fidelity, 
The time of their ſervice being elapſed, he difnifſed 
them with many high commendations. Sir Wi [tam 
Drury, fir Thomas Baſkerville, and fir John By. 
roughs, acquired reputation inthis campaign, and re- 
vived in France the ancient Tame of Eng! ih va. 


lour. 


Tux army, which I lenry, ne xt campaign, led into 
the field, was much inferior to that of the league; 
but as it was compoſed of the chief nobility of 
France, he feared not to encounter his enemies in 

a pitched battle at Y VICe, and he gained a complete | 
victory over them. This ſucceſs enabled him to = 
blockade Paris, and he 1 reduced that capital to the | 
laſt extremity of famine ; when the duke | of Par. 
ma, in conſequence of orders from Philip, marched WF * 
to the relief of the league, and obliged N to 0 ratle T 
the blockade. Having performed this important. a 
ſervice, he retreated to the Low Countries; and, by Wl © 
his conſummate ſkill in the art of war, per! Formed c 


theſe long marches in the face of the enemy, witi- MM * 

out affording the French mon: rch that opportunity 
which he ſought, of giving him battle, or ſo m ch 
as once putting his army in diſorder. The only | | | 
loſs which he {uſtained was in the Low Countries; WM 1+ 
where prince Maurice took advantage of his ab 1 
ſence, and recovered ſome places which the dub 014 
Parma had formerly conquered from the States". WM © 
Tuk fituation of dan þ s affairs, though pro- 0 
miling, was not ſo well advanced or eſtabliſhed 9 10 
to make the queen diſcontinue ber ſuccours; and 1 
0 


ſhe was ſtill more confirmed in the reſolution of 


See note [FF] at ae end of the volume. 


ſupporti! ng 


nn K+ H, 


Ling of Spain. The duke of Mercœur, governor 


of Britauny, a prince of the houſe of Lorraine, had 


declared for the league; ; and, finding himſelf bard 
preſſed by Henry's forces, he had been obliged, 


order to ſecure hin ſelf, to introduce {ore Spaniſh 


troops into the ſea-port towns of that province. 
Elizabeth was alermed at the danger; and foreſaw 


| that the Spaniards, bes des infeſting the Engliſh 


commerce by privateers, might employ theſe har: 
bours as the feat of their naval preparations, and 


might more eaſily trom that vicinity, than from 


Spain or Portugal, project an invaſion ot Engiand. 
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ſupporting him by ſome advantages gained by the CH A r. 
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She concluded, rhers veep anew treaty with Henry, 
in which the eng > ſend over three thouſand 


Go 


men, to be 0 in the reduction of B:1tanny ; 


aud ſhe [tipulated that her charges ſhould, in a 
twelvemonth, or as ſoon as the enemy was expelled, 


be retunded her * . 'Thele forces were commanded 
by fir John Norris, and under him by his brother 
Henry, and by Anthony Shirley. Sir Roger Wil- 


joned Dieppe : And a ſquadron of ſhips, under the 


| command of fir Henry Palmer, lay upon the coaſt 
| of France, and intercepted all the veſlcls belonging 
to the Spaniards or the læaguers. | 


Tuk operations of war can very little be regu- 


e Sachdeu, p. 501. f R mer, tom. XIV. p. 116. 


| liams was at the head of a ſmall body which garrt- 


| lated beforehand by any treaty or agreement; and 
| Henry, who found it neceſſary to lay aſide the pro- 
| jected enterprile againſt Britanny, periuaded the 
| Lnglich commanders to join his army, and to take 
| 2 ſhare in the hoſtilities which he carried into Pi- 
| cardy . Notwithſtanding the diſguſt which Eliza- 
| beth received from this difappointm ent, he laid be- 
fore her a plan for ex pelling the leaguers from Nor- 
1 mandy, and perluaded her to fend over a new body 
| of tour thouſand men to allilt him in tha t enter- 


A & RY | | | priſe. 
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priſe. The earl of Eſſex was appointed general of 
theſe forces; a voun nobl:man, who, by many 
exterior accompliſhments, and ſtill more real merit, 
was daily advancing in favour with Elizabeth, and 


ſeemed to occupy that place in her affections which 


Leiceſter, now deceaſed, had ſo long enjoyed. Eſſex, 
impatient for military ame, was extremely uneaſy 
to lie ſome time at Diep'e un-mployed ; and, had 


not the orders whicl he received from his miſtych 


been ſo poſitive, he word gladly have accepted of 


Henry's invitation, and have marched to join tle | 
French army now in Champagne. This plan of |} 


operations was alſo propoſed to Elizabeth by the 


French ambaſſador, but ſhe rejected it with great | 
diſpleaſure ; and ſhe threatened immediately to 
call her troops, if Henry ſhould perſevere any 1050 
in his preſent practice, of breaking all concert with 
her, and attending to nothing but his own intereſts5, | 
Urged by theſe motives, the French king at laſt led | 
| his army into Normandy, and laid tiege to R -izn, 


which he reduced to great difficulties. But the 


league, unable of themſelves to take the field again 
him, had again recourle to the duke of Parma, who | 
received orders to march to their reliet. Hz exe- | 


cuted this enterpriſe with his uſual abilities and ſue. 
ceſs; and, for tie preſent, fruitrated all the projects 
of Henry and Elizabeth. This princeſs, who kept 
{till in view the int-relts of her own kingdoin in all 
her foreign tranſactions, was impatient under the'e 


_ diſappointments, blamed Henry for his negligence 


in the execution of treaties, and complained that the 
Evgliſh forces were thruſt foremolt in every hazard- 


ous enterpriſe *. It is probable, however, tat their 


own ardent courage, and their defire of diilingwith: 
ing themſelves in ſo celebrated a theaire of war, 
were the cauſes why they fo often enjoyed this pe. 


rilous honour. 


E Birch's Negotiations, p. 5. Rymer, tom. xiv. p. 123. 140, 
h- Camden, p. 562, | | 
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NoTWITHSTANDING the indifferent ſucceſs of © HA. 
| former enterpriſes, the queen was ſenfible how ne- _*- 
| ceflary it was to ſupporr Henry againſt the league 1591. 
| and the Spamards ; and ſhe formed a new treaty 
| with him, in which they agreed never to make peace 
| with Philip but by common conſent ; he promiſed 
| to ſend him a new ſupply of four thouſand men; 
| and be ſtipulated to repay her charges in a twelve. 
| month, to employ thele forces, joined to a body of 
| French troops, in an expedition againſt Britanny, 
| and to conſign into her hands a ſea-port town of 
| that province, for a retreat to the Engliſh*. Henry 
| knew the impoſſibility of executing ſome of theſe _ 
| articies, and the imprudenceof fulfilling others; but, 
finding them rigidly infiſted on by . lizabeth, he 
| accepted of her ſuccours, and truſted that he might 
eaſily, on ſome pretence, be able to excuſe his 
failure in executing his part of the treaty. This 
| campaign was the leaſt ſucceſsful of all thoſe which 
| be had yet carried on againlt the league. 
| DurING theſe military operations in France, ie e 
| Flizaberh employed her naval power againſt Philip, wee 
and endeavoured to intercept his Weſt-Indian trea- Shan. 
| ſures, the ſource of that greatneſs which rendered 
| him ſo formidable to all his neighbours. She ſent 
| a ſquadron of ſeven ſhips, under the command of 
| lord Thomas Howard, tor this ſervice ; but the king 
of Spain, informed of her purpoſe, fitted out a great 
e WM force of fifty. five fail, and diſpatched them to eſcort 
ce the Indian fleet. They tell in with the Engliſh. 
ne ſquadron ; and, by the courageous obſtinacy of fir 
d- Richard Grenville, the vice-admiral, who refuſed to 
ir make his eſcape by flight, they took one veſſel, the 
tn. frſt Engliſh ſhip oi war that had yet fallen into 14 

the hands of the Spaniards*. The reſt " 1 
| quadron returned fately into England, fruſtrated $a 
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MA r. of their expectations, but pleaſing themſelves with 


the idea that their attempt had not been a! irogether 
fruitleſs in hurting the Yomne þ The Indian Peet 
had been ſo long detained in the Havann 12 from the 
fear of the Englith, that they were obliged at laſt to 
ict fail in an improper leafon, aud moſt of them pe. 
riſhed by ſhipwreck ere they reached the Spaniſh 


harbours'. The earl of Cumberland made a like | 
unſucceſsful enterpriſe againit the Spantfh trade, | 
He carried out one ſhip of the queen's, and ſeven | 
others equipped at his own expence; but the Prizes 


which he made did not compenſate the charges®, 
THE ſpirit of theſe expenſive and hazardous ad. 
ventures was very prevalent in England. Sir \Wal. 


ter Raleigh, who had enjoyed great favour with | 
the queen, finding his intereſt to decline, deter. 
mined to recover her good graces by {ome important 

undertaking ; and as his reputation was high among 


his countrymen, he perſuaded great numbers to en. 


gage with him as volunteers in an attempt on FR 


Weſt Indies. The fleet was detained fo long in th 
Channel by contrary winds, that the ſcaſon was lot: 


Raleigh was recalled by the queen : Sir Marin 
Frobiſher ſucceeded to the command, and made z 


Privatesring voyage againſt the Spaniards. He 


took one rich carrack near the iſland of Flores, and 
deſtroyed another“. About the fame time Thomas 


White, a Londoner, took two Spanish lap, 
which, beſides fourteen hundred cheſts of quick. 
e contained about two millions of bulls tor 
indulgences; a commodity uſeleſs to the Englith, 
but which had coſt the king of Spain three hun. 


dred thouſand florins, and would have been 100 d by 


him in the Indies for five millions. 
Tris war did great damage to Spain; but it was 
attended with conſiderable expence to England; 


| Monſon, p, 163. = m Ibid. p. 109. 
* Thbid. p. 165. Camden % P. 569. 
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France, and on her naval expeditions, above one 


million two hundred thouſand pounds“; a charge 


7 
which, notwithltlanding her extreme frugality, was 


too bordenforie for her narrow revenues to ſupport. 
| She ſummoned therefore a parliament in order to 
| obtain ſupply : But ſhe either thought her authority 
| eſtabliſhed that the Fg wats to make them no 
conceſlions in return, or ſhe rated her power and 
| prerogative above money: For there never was any 
| parliament whom ſhe treated in a more haughty 
| manner, whom ſhe made more ſenſible of their own 
| weakneſs, or whoſe privileges ſhe more openly vio- 
F 

| the three uſual requeſts; of treedom from arrcſts, 
| cf acceſs to her perton, and of liberty of ſpeech, _ 
| ſhe replied to him, by the mouth of Puckering, lord 
| keeper, that liberty of ſpeech was granted to the 
| commons, but they muſt know what liberty they 
| vere entitled to; not a liberty for Ces one to ſneak 
what he hiteth, or what cometh in his brain to 
utter; their privilege tended no . her than a 
| liderty of Aye or No: That ſhe enjoined the ſpeaker, 
ik he pe erceived any. idle heads ſo negligent of their 
| OWN 2 as to attempt reic rming the church, or 
inne 2. in the commonwealth, that he ſhould re- 
| ſe the bills exhibited tor that purpole, till they were 
| cxamined by ſuch as were fitter to conſider 85 theſe 


ted. When the ſpeaker, fir Edward Coke, made 


things, and could better judge of them: Ihat the 


| would not Impeach the freedom of their eiten * 
but they muit beware leſt, under colour of this pri- 

ulege, they imagined that any neglect of their dut: 
could be cov ered or protected : And that ſhe would 
not retuſe them acceſs to her perſon, Proviges.: it 


LS. © 
and Elizabeth's miniſters computed that, ſince the © H a P. 
commencement of it, the had ſpent in Flanders and 


XLIlL. 


| 


1592+ 


1893. 


hs 10 


nunt. 


here upon urgent and weighty caules, ald at times 


0 Strype, vol. iii. 


convenient, 


2 


2 


55 
i 
Ki 


|, Fs 
: 


—- * 2 


— He 
3 
— 
— 


5 ES 
"= — 
— — 
> — <tr — > apo 7 — — 
© l — > 2 


364 


HAP. 
XLIII 


— — 
1593.7 


Was always extremely dilagreeable to the queen, and 
what ſhe had exprefsly prohibited any one from 
meddling with: Ohe ſent Wentworth immediately to 
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convenient, and when ſhe might have leiſure from 

other important affairs of the realm. 
NorwirHSsTAN DING the menacing wig con- 

temptuous air of this ſpeech, the intrepid and inde. 


fatigable Peter Wentworth, not diſcouraged by his 


former ill ſuccetis, ventured to Tenure s the imperial 
orders of Elizabeth. He Preto: to the lord 


keeper a petition, in which he d-Gtred the upper 


houſe to join with the lower in a ee en to her 


majeity for entailing the ſucceffion of the crown; | 
and he declared that he had a bill ready prepared for | 


that purpoſe. This method of proceeding was ſu. 
ficiently reſpectful and cautious; but the ſubject 


the Tower ; committed fir Thomas Bromley, who 


had ſeconded him, to the Fleet priſon, together with | 

Stevens and Welſh, two members to whom fir 
Thomas had communicated his intention v. About 
a fortnight after, a motion was made in the houle, to | 
petition the queen for the releaſz of theſe members; | 
but it was anſwered by all the privy-counſellors | 
there preſent, that her majeſty had committed them 
for cauſes beſt known to herſelf, and that to prels | 
her on that head would only tend to the prejudice 
of the gentlemen whom they meant to ſerve : She 


would releaſe them whenever ſhe thought proper, 
and would be better pleaſed to do it of her ow 


proper motion, than from their ſuggeſtion *. The 


houſe willingly acquieſced in this reaſoning. 


So arbitrary an act, at the conmencemnent of the | 
ſeſſion, might well repreſs all farther attempts for 


freedom: But the religious zeal of the puritans was 


not ſo eahly reſtrained ; and it inſpired a courage 
which no human motive was able to {urmount. 


„Eee 5. pr 469. Townſend p. 37. 


2 D*Ewes, p- 470. Townſend, p. 54. D- Ewes. p. 497. 
Morrice, | 


\t, | 


97. 
Ce; 
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Morrice, chancellor ©: the dutchy, and attorney of C H A P. 


the court of wards, ade a motion for redreſſin 1g the 


| abuſes in the biſhops? courts, but, above all, in the 
| high commiſſion; where ſubſcriptions, he 124. were 
exacted to articles at the pleaſure of the prelates; 1 
| where oaths were impoſed, obliging perſons to an— 
| {wer to all queſtions without diſtinQon., even though 
| they ſhould tend to their own condei nation; and 
| where every one who fefuſed entire farisf: ation to 
| the commiſhoners was impriſoned, without relief or 
| remedy *. This modion was ſeconded by ſome 
| members ; but the miniſters and privy-counſellors 
| oppoſed it, and foretold the conſequences which 
| cafued. The queen ſent for the ſpeaker, and, after 
| requiring bim to deliver to her Morrice's bill, the 
| told him that it was in her power to call parlia- 

| ments, in her power to diſſolve them; in her power 
to give aſſent or diſſent to any determination which 

| they ſhould form: That her purpoſe in ſummoning . 
| this parliament was two-fold ; to have laws enacted f 
for the farther enforcement of uniformity in religion, 

| and to provide for the defence of the nation againſt 

| the exorbitant power of Spain: That theſe two 

| points ought, therefore, to be the object of their 

| deliberations : She had enioined them already, by 
| the mouth of the lord keeper, to meddle neither 

| with matters of ſtate nor religion; and ſhe wondered 
bow any one could be ſo aſſuming as to attempt a 
| ſubject ſo expreſsly contrary to her protubition : 
| That ſhe was highly offended with this preſumption z 
| and took the preſent opportunity to reiterate the 
commands given by the keeper, and to require that 
no bill, regarding either ſtate affairs, or reforma- 
tion in cauſes eccleſiaſtical, be exhibited in the 
bouſe: And that, in particular, ihe 8 the 
| ſpeaker upon his allegiance, it any ſach | bills Were 


- + D*'Ewes, p. 474. Tonnen p. 60 
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offered, abſolutely to refuſe them a reading, and 
not fo much as to permit them to be debated by the 
members*. This command from the queen was 
ſubmitted to without farther queſtion. Morrice waz 
ſeized in the houle itſelf A a ſerjeant at arms, dif. 


charged from his office of chancellor of the d lutchy, 


incapacitaied from any practice in his profeſſion ; 
a common lawyer, and kept [ome Vears priſoner in | 
Tilbury caltle *. | 

Ts queen having thus expreſsly pointed out both | 


What the houſe ſhould: and ſhould not do, the com. 


mons were as obſequious to the one as to the other 


of her injunctions. They paſſed, a law againſt re- 


uſants; ſuch a law as was ſuited to the ſevere cha. | 
racter of Kfizabeth, and to the perſecuting ſpitit of 
the age. It was intituled, n act to retain her na. 


eV fab jects in their duc hed; ence ; and was meant, 


as the preamble dec ares, to 58 5 ſuch inconve- | 


niences and perils as might grow from the e 


practices of {editions ſectaries and diſloyal perſon: 


For theſe two ſpecies of criminals were always, ut | 


Hiſtory of the Freſbyterians, p. 320. 35 Elis. 8. 


that time, e together, as equally danger. 


ous to the peace of ſociety. 11 was enacted, that 
ny perſon above fixteen years of age, Who obſti— | 


ately refuſed during the ſpace of a month to attend 
pablie worſhip, ſhould be committed to priſon; 
that if, after being condemned for this offence, he 
perſiſt three months in his refuſal, he muſt abjure 
the realm; and that, if he either refuſe this condt- | 
tion, or return after baniſhiment, he thould ſuffer | 


capitally as a felon without benefit of clergy *. This 


law bore equally hard upon the puritans and upon 
the catholics ; and, had! it not been impoſed by the | 
queen's authority, was certainly, in that relped, 


much contrary to the private ſentiments and icli. 
nations of the majority in the houle of commons. 


D' Ewes, p. 474- 478. Townſend, p- 68. u Heylins 
Very 


E I. 1 z A f E T li. 


Very little oppoſition, hos vever, appears there to c HA p. 
have been openly mage to it“. XII. 


THE expences of the war with Spain having re- 


1593 
duced the queen to great difficulties, the grant of 1 
ſubſidies ſeems to have been the molt important bu- 
W neſs of this parliament; and it was a ſignal proof 
ot the high ſpirit of Elizabeth that, while conſcious 

WT of a preſent dependence on the commons, ſhe opened 

be leſſion with the moſt haughty treatment of them, 

and covered her weakneſs under ſuch a lofty ap- 

W pcarance of ſuperiority. Toe commons readily 
| voted two ſubſidies and four fifteenths ; but, this —_ 
W {vm not appearing ſufficient to the court, an un— ä 
W uſual expedient was fallen upon to induce them to BB 
make an enlargement in their conceſſions. The : "Ib 
Wh peers informed the commons 8, in a conference, that „ 0 
ey could not give their conſent to the ſupply voted, | Ji 
linking it too ſmall for the queen's occaſions: = LE hy 
| W They therefore propoſed a grant of three ſubſidies 11 
= © and fix fificenths ; and defired a iarther conterenc 1 
n order to perſuade the commons to agree to this gy 
f. mealure. The commons, who had ac qui ired the 1 0 
t WM bprivilege of beginning bills of ſubſidy, took oltence ol 
i- WM this procedure of the lords, and at firſt abſolu tely 4 
d teſeckcd the p propolal : But being afraid, on reflec- . 
\: bon, that they had by this refulal given offence to 45 
be their ſuperiors, they both agreed to the conference, 5 
re and afterwards voted the additional {ul lidy 7. oe 
di- Tun queen, notwithſtanding this unn foal con- Þ 
fer Weeſion of the commons, ended the ſeſhon with a 0 
his peech, containing ſome reprimands to them, and 40 
on lll of the {ame bigh pretenſions which the had aſ- Poll 
the lumed at the n of the parliament. She took 1 
ect, iotice, by the mouth of the keeper, that certain N 
ci- nembers ſpent more time than was neceſſary, by! in. bo 
Ai. | After enacting this ſtatute, the cler #5, in order to remove Lp 
Fey | 1 odium from them lelves, often took care that recuſants frould 1 
be tried by the civil judges at the alſizes, rather than by the {FT 
For | Kdlefiaſtical commiſtioners. Strype's Kanal vol. iv. p. 264. * 
erp * 23 Ewes, P+ 483. 487, 488. Lownlend, p-. 60. 1 
15 dulging ita 
| bo. 
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dulging themſelves in harangues and reaſonings 
And ſhe expreſſed her diſpleaſure on account of | 
their not paying due reverence to privy-counſellors, | 


« who,” ſhe told them, “ were not to be a-cou ted 
as common knights and burgefles of the houſe, | 
« who are counſellors but during the parliament: 


«© Whereas the others are ſtanding counſellors, and | 


for their wiſdom and great ſervice are called to 


e the council of the ſtate *,* The queen alſo, in her | 


own perſon, madethe parliament a ſpirited harangue; | 


in which ſhe ſpoke of the juſtice and moderation of | 


her government, expreſſed the ſmall ambition ſhe | 
had ever entertained of making conqueſts, diſplayed | 
the juſt grounds of her quarrel with the king of | 


Spain, and diſcovered how little ſhe apprehended | 
the power of that monarch, even though he ſhould } 


make a greater effort againſt her than that of his In. 
vincible Armada. But I am informed, added 
ſhe, ** that when he attempted this laſt invaſion | 
« ſome upon the ſea· coaſt tortook their towns, fled | 
6 up higher into the country, and left all naked and | 


« expoled to his entrance: But I ſwear unto yuu Wi 
by God, if I knew thoſe perſons, or may know } 


* of any that ſhall do fo hereafter, I will make | 


„them feel what it is to be fearful in ſo urgent a | 


„ cauſe*.” By this menace, ſhe probably gave the | 
people to underſtand, that ſhe would execute mar- | 


tial law upon ſuch cowards: For there was no ſta- 


tute by which a man could be puniſhed for changing | 
his place of abode. | 
Tux king of France, though he had hitherto | 


made war on the league with great bravery and re- 
putation, though he had this campaign gained con- 


ſiderable advantages over them, and though he was | 


aſſiſted by a conſiderable body of Englith under 


Norris, who c carried hol: :lltis into the heart of Brie 


« D*Ewes, p- 466. Tanning: p. 47 
» —— p. — Lownlend, b. 48. 
tanny. 
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fanny, was become ſenſible that he never r could by ona b. 


force of arms alone render himſelf maſter of his 
king om. The nearer he ſeemed by his military 
ſucceſſes to approach to a full poſſeſſion of the throne, 
the more diſcontent and jealouſy aroſe among thoſe 


Romanilts who adhered to him; and a par ty was. 


formed in his own court to elect ſome catholic mo- 
narch of the royal blood, if Henry ſhould any longer 
retuſe to ſatisfy them by declaring his converſion. 


This exceilent Proves was far from being a bigot to 
bis ſcct; and as he de ed theſe theologie i] diſputes 
entirely /ubordinate to the public good, he had fe- 
cretly determined, frum the beginning, to come 
ſome time or other to the reſolution required of him. 
He had found 1 the death r his predeceſſor, that 

the hugonots, wl.o formed the braveſt and moſt 


faithful part of his army, were ſuch determined 


zealots, that if he had at that time abjured their 
faith, they would inſtantly have abandoned him to 
| the pretenſions and uſurpations of the catholics. 
| The more bigoted catholics, he knew, particularly 


thoſe of the league, had entertained ſuch an unſur- 
mountable prejudice againſt his perſon, and diffi- 


dence of his ſincerity, that even his abjuration would 


not reconcile them to his title; and he muſt either 
expect to be entirely excluded from the throne, or 


be admitted to it on {uch terms as would leave him 
little more than the mere {hadow of royalty. In 
this delicate fituation he had reiolved to temporiſe; 


to retain the hugonots by CO! iftinuiag in the proiet- 
ſion of their religion; to ga; 'n the moderate catholics 
by giving them hopes of his converſion; to attach 


both to his perſon by conduct and tus elt; and he 
hoped either that the aumoſity ariſing from WAY - 


againſt the league, would mate then dr op gradually 
he queition of religion, or that he m night in time, 


after ſome victories over his enemies a! BY lome con- 


lerences with divines, make finally, with more de- 
cency and dignity, that abjuration, which muſt have 


Vor, 5 185 B b appeared 
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CHAP, appeared at firſt mean as well as ſuſpicious to both 
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1593. 
Henry IV. 
embraces 
the catho- 

lic reli- 
Zion. 


Tiſh, who, during ſome reigns, uſually embraced, 
without feruple, the ſtill varying religion of their 


parties. 


WIIIN the people are attached to any theological 
tenets, merely from a general perſuafion or prepoſ. 
ſeſſion, they are eaſily induced by any motive or 
authority to change their faith in theſe myſterious 


ſubje&s ; as appears from the example of the Eng. 


ſovereigns. But the French nation, where | princi. 
ples had ſo long been diſplayed as the badges of fac- 
tion, and where each party had fortified its beliet by 
an animoſity againſt the other, were not found {6 

pliable or inconſtant; and Henry was at laſt con. 
vinced, that the catholics of his party would entirely 


vhandon him, if he gave them not immediate latil. 


faction in this particular. 'The hugonots allo, „taught 


by experience, clearly ſaw that his deſertion of them | 


was become abſolutely neceſſary for the public ſet. 
tlement ; and ſo general was this perſuaſion among 
thein, that, as the duke of Sully pretends, even the 
divines of that party purpoſely v allowed themſelves to 


be worited in the diſputes and conferences, that the 


King might more really be convinced of the weak- | 


neſs of their cauſe, and might more cordially and 


ſincerely, at leaſt more decently, embrace the reli. 


© gion which it is was fo much his intereſt to believe. 


If this ſelf. genial in fo tender a point {hould appear 


incredible and ſupernatural in theologians, it will at 


leaſt be thought very natural, that a prince ſo little | 
inſtructed in theſe matters as Henty, and defirous to 
preſerve his ſincerity, ſhould inſenſibly bend his opi- 
nion to the neceſſity of his affairs, and ſhould believe 
that party to have the belt arguments who could | 


alone put him in poſſeſſion of a kingdom. All cir- | 


cumſtances, therefore, being prepared for this great 
event, that monarch renounced the proteſtant reli | 
gion, and Was tolemnly received by the French pre- | 


Lites of his party into the boſom of the church. 


ELIZABETH | 


E LIZ AB E T H. 


EL1ZaBETH, who was herſelf attached to the pro- © H Av. 


teſtants, chiefly by her intereſts and the circumſtances 
of her birth, and who ſeems to have entertained 
ſome propenſity during her whole life to the catholic 
ſuperſtition, at leaſt to the ancient ceremonies, yet 
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pretended to be extremely difpleaſed with this abju- 


ration of Henry; and ſhe wrote him an angry letter, 
reproaching him with this intereſted change of his 
religion. Senſible, however, that the league and 
the king of Spain were ſtill their common enemies, 
ſhe hearkened to his apologies ; continued her ſuc- 


cours both of men and money ; and formed a new 


treaty, in which they mutually ſtipulated never to 


make peace but by common agreement. 
THE intrigues of Spain were not limited to 
France and England : By means of the never-failing 


— — 


3 


Scotah 


pretence of religion, joined to the influence of mo- 
ney, Philip excited new diſorders in Scotland, and 


gave freſh alarms to Elizabeth. George Ker, bro— 
ther to Jord Newbottle, had been taken, w bile he 
was paſhng ſecretly into Spain; and papers were 


found about bim, by which a dan gerous e 


of ſome catholic noblemen with 


?Pn111Þ was difc 
vered. The earls of Angus, 


Errol, 
into 
a confederacy with the Spaniſh monarch 
ſupulated to raiſe all their tor: 1 to join them to a 
body of Spaniſh troops, which Philip promiſed to 
ſend into Scotland ; and, after re-eſtabliſhing the ca- 

tholic religion in that kingdom, to march with their 
united power in order to effect the ſame purpoſe in 
England ©. Graham of Fintry, who had alſo en- 
tered into this conſpiracy, was taken, and arraigned, 

and executed. Elizabeth ſent lord Borough ambaſſa- 
dor into Scotland, and exhorted the king to exerciſe 
the ſame ſeverity. on the three earls, to confiſcate 
their eſtates, . = annexing them to the « crown, 


b "957 0 5. 391. Ry mer, tom. xvi, Pp. 190. 


B 2 both 


and | Hane). : 
| the heads of three potent Families, had entere: 


And had 
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both increaſe his own demelnes, and ſet an example 
to all his ſubj sts of the dangers attending treaſon 
and rebellion. The advice was certainly rational, 


hut not eaſy to be executed by the ſmall revenue and 


limited authority of James. He deſfred, therefore, 


ſome ſupply from her of men and money ; bu: 


though ſhe bad reaſon to deem the proſecution of 


the three popiſh earls a common cauſe, ſhe never 


could be yrevailed on to grant him the leaſt aſſiſt. 
ance. The tenth part of the expence, which ſhe 
beſtowed in ſupporting the French King and the 
States, would have ſufficed to execute this purpoſe, 
more immediately eſſential to her ſecurity © : But ſhe 


ſeems ever to have borne ſome degree of malienity 


to James, whom ſhe hated both as heir and ax 


the ſon of Mary, her hated rival and competitor, 


So far from giving James aſſiſtance to proſecute 
the catholic conſpirators, the queen rather contri- 


buted to increaſe his inquietude, by countenancing 


the turbulent diſpoſition of the earl of Bothwel , a 


nobleman deſcended from a natural fon of James Y. 
Bothwel more than once attempted to render himlelf 
maſtcr of the king's pe non; aud, being expelled the 
kingdom for theſe traitorous enterpr ſes, he took 
thelter in England, was ſecretly protected by the 
queen, and lurked near the be orders, where his 
power lay, with a view of ſtill committing ſome new 


violence. He ſucceeded at laſt in an attem pt on 


the king, 1 by the mediation of the Englith am- 


baſſador, impoled diſhonouraule terms upon that 
prince: But James e DE the authority of the con- 
vention of ſtates, annull ed this agreement as extort- 
ed by violence; again expelled Bothwel ; and obliged 
him to take ſhelter in England. Flizabelh, pre- 


tending Ignorance of the place or his retreat, e 
executed the treaties, by which ſhe was bound to 


Cclver up all rebe Is and ingiuyes to the kin of 


1 Spatinood: p- 39 2. 1 p. 235 
: Snotſirocd, 5. 257. 258 | 
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Scotland. During theſe diſorders, increaſed by the CHAP, 


refractory diſpoſition of the eccleſiaſtics, the proſe- 
cution of the catholic ears remained in ſuſpenſe ; but 


at laſt the parhament paſſed an ac of attainder againſt 


them, and the king prepared himſelf to execute it 
by force of arms. The noblemen, though they ob- 
tained a victory over the ear] of Argyle, who ated 
by the king's commiſſion, found themſelves hard 
preſſed by James himfelk, and agreed, "On certain 
terms, to leave the kingdom. Each bel ing de- 
tte | in a conf: deracy v Vit them, 9915 ite the fa- 


XLIII. 
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our of Elizabeth; and was obfiged to tal. 2 hel er 


firſt in France, then in Italy, v here he died ſome 
years after in great poverty. 
Tir etablified authority of the queen * fecüred 


her from all ſuch attempts as James was cxpoled to | 


from the mutinous diſpoſition o1- his ſubjects 3 And 
her enemies found no other means of giving her 
domeſtic diſturbance than by ſuch traitorbus and 


perfidious machinations as ended in their own diſ- 
grace, and in the ruin of their criminal inſtruments. 


Roderigo Lopez, a jew, domeſtie phyſician to the 


| queen, being Fn prRoned On ſuip! icion, conteſted that 


he had received a bribe to poiſon her from Fuentes 
and Ibara, who had ſucceeded Parma, lately deceal- 


| ed, in the govermment ot the Netherlands ; but he 


maintained, that he had no other intention than to 


cheat Philip ot his money, and never meant to fulfil 
He was, however, executed for 
| the conſpiracy ; and the queen complained to Philip 
of theſe diſhonourable attempts of his miniſters, but 
could obtain no ſatisfaction . York and XWilliams, 
| two Engliſh traitors, were afterwards executed for a 
conſpiracy with Ibara, equally atrocious . 


his engagement. 


IxsTEAD of avenging herlelf, by retaliating in 


| a ike manner, Elizabeth lought a more honourable 


Camden, p. 577 Birch's Ne got. p. 15. Bacon, vol. iv. p. 38175 
s Camden P- 50 „ 
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vengeance, by ſupporting the king of France, and 
aſſiſting him in finally breaking the force of the 
league, which, after the converſion of that monarch, 
went daily to decay, and was threatened with ſpeed 

ruin and diſſolution. Norris commanded the Engliſh 


forces in Britanny, and aſſiſted at the taking of 


Morlaix, Quimpercorentin, and Breſt, towns gar. 
riſoned by Spaniſh forces. In every action the 


Engliſh, though they had ſo long enjoyed domeſtic 


peace, diſcovered a ſtrong military diſpoſition ; and 
the queen, though herſelf a heroine, found more 


frequent occaſion to reprove her generals for encou- 
raging their temerity, than for countenancing their 
fear or caution * :; Sir Martin Frobiſher, her brave 


admiral, periſhed with many others before Breſt, 


Morlaix had been promiſed to the Englith for a 


place of retreat; but the duke d' Aumont, the French 
general, eluded this promiſe, by making it be in— 


lerted in the capitulation, that none but catholics 


| ſhould be admitted into that city, 


1595. 


Nx x campaign, the French king, who had long 


carried on hoſtilities with Philip, was at laſt pro- 


voked, by the taking of Chatelet and Dourlens, 


and the attack of Cambray, to declare war againſt 
that monarch. Elizabeth being threatened with 2 


new invaſion in England, and with an inſurrection 
in Ireland, recalled molt ot her forces, and ſent 
Norris to command in this latter kingdom. Find- 
ing alſo, that the French league was almoſt entirely 


diſſolved, and that the moſt conſiderable leaders had 
made an accommodation with their prince, ſhe 
thought that he could well ſupport himſelf by his 
own force and valour ; and ſhe began to be more 
ſparing in his cauſe of the blood and treaſure of her | 


ſubjects. 


SoM diſguſts which ſhe had received from the 
States, joined to the remonſtrances of her frugal | 


Camden, p. 578, 
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miniſter Burleigh, made her alſo inclined to dimi- c HA b. 
niſh her charges on that fide; and ſhe even de- . 
manded, by her ambaſlador, fir Thomas Bodley, to 1396. 
be reimburſed all the money which ſhe had ex- 
pended in ſupporting them. he States, beſides 
alleging the conditions of the treaty, by which they 

were not bound to repay. her till the concluſion of a_ 
peace, pleaded their preient poverty and diſtreſs, 

the great ſuperiority of the Spaniards, and the diffi- 

culty in ſupporting the war ; much more in ſaving 
money to diſcharge their incumbrances. After 

much negotiation, a new treaty was formed ; by 

which the States engaged to tree the queen imme 
diately from the charge of the Engliſh auxiliaries, 
computed at forty thouſand pounds a-year ; to pay 

her annually twenty thouſand pounds for ſome years; 

to aſſiſt her with a certain number of ſhips ; and to 
conclude no peace or treaty without her conlent. 

They alſo bound themſelves, on finiſhing a peace 
with Spain, to pay her annually the ſum of a hun- 
| dred thouſand pounds for four years; but on this 
| condition, that the payment ſhould be in lieu of all 
demands, and that they ſhould be ſupplied, though 

at their own charge, with a body of tour thouſand 
auxllaries from England nuns 

INE queen ſtill retained in her hands the caution- 

ary towns, which were a great check on the riſing 
power of the States; and ſhe committed the im- 
portant truſt of Fluſhing to fir Francis Vere, a brave 
officer, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his valour 

in the Low Countries. She gave him the prefer- 

ence to Eflex, who expected fo honourable a com- 
mand; and though this nobleman was daily riſing 

both in reputation with the people, and favour with 
herſelf, the queen, who was commonly reſerved in 

the advancement of her courtiers, thought proper 
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on this occaſion to give him a refuſal. Sir Thomas 
Baſkerville was ſent over to France at the head gf 


two thouſand Engliſh, with which > I1zabeth, by à 
new treaty concluded with Henry, engaged to ſup. 


ply that prince. Some ſtipulations for mutual affiſt. 


ance were formed by the treaty; and all former 


engagements were renewed. 


THis body of Engliſh were maintained at the 
eXpence of the French king ; vet did Henry efte: mM 
the ſupply of confiderable advantage, on account 9! 


the great reputation acquired by the en n 10 


many fortunate enterpriſes undertaken again{t ths 


common enemy. In the great battle of Tour Di 


gained this campaign by prince Maurice, the Tom. 


liſh auxiliaries under fir Francis Vere and fe Rober 
Sydney had acquired honour; and the ſucceſs of that 


day was vniverlally alc ribed to their e and 


valour. 

THOUGEH Elizabeth, at a conſiderable ex Pence of 
blood and treaſure, made war againſt Philip in 
France and the Low Countries; the moſt ſevere 
blows which ſhe gave him were by thoſe naval en- 


terpriſes which either the or her {ubjects ſcarcely 
ever intermitted during one ſeaſon. In 1594, Rich- 


ard Hawkins, fon of fir John, the famous navigator, 


procured the queen's commiſſion, and failed with 


three ſhips to the South Sea by the Straits of Ma 
gellan: But his voyage proved unfortunate, and he 


- himſelf was taken priloner on the coalt of Chili. 


James Lancaſter was ſupplicd the ſame year with 


three ſhips and a pinnace by the merchants of Lon- 


don; and was more fortunate in his adventure. He 


took thirty nine ſhips of the enemy; and, not con- 
tent with this ſucceſs, he made an attack on Fer. 
nambouc in Brazil, where he knew great trea; ures 
were at that time lodged. As he approached the 
ſhore he ſaw it lined with great numbers of the ene- 


Wy 3 ; but, no-wile daunted at this appearance, 1 he 


Pc 


. 


Naced the ſtouteſt of bis men in boats, and ordered © 
hem to rew with ſuch violence on the landing 


place as to ſplit chem in pieces. By this bold 48 


tion he both deprived his men of all refource but in 


victory, and terrißed the enemy, who iled after a 


ſhort reſiſtance. He returned home with the trea- 
{ure which he had 0 bravely acquired. In 1595. 


fir Walter Raleigh, who had anew forfeited the 
queen's friend ſhin by an intrigue with a maid of 
honour, and who had been thrown into prifon for 


this miſdemeanor, no ſooner recovered his liberty, 
than he was puſhed by his active and enterpriſing 


genius to attempt ſome great action. The ſucceſs 


of the firſt Spaniſh Advent ers againſt Mexico and 


Peru had begotten an extreme avidiry | in Europe; 


and a prepoſſeſſion univerſally took place, that in 
the inland parts of South America, called Guiana, 


2 country as yet undiſcovered, there were mines 


| and treatures far exceeding any which ak ez or 


Pizerro bad met with. Raleigh, whoſe turn of 


mind was ſomewhat romantic ind” e ravagant, 
| undertook at bis own charge the diſcovery of this 


| wongerſn . country. Having taken t the {nal town 
Saf S. 15 
10 


| oi St. Jofeph in the me of Trinidado, where he 
5 lound no riches, he left his ſaip, and tailed up the 


F iiver Oroonoko in pinnac es, but without meeting 
a0 thine to anſwer his expectations. On his re- 
turn, he publiſhed an account 6E the coun'ry, full 
of the groſſeit and moſt palpab! e lics that were ever 
Fatt: mmpted to be impoſed o on the credulity of man- 
b kind 


Tur ſame year, fir Fr rancis Drake and fir john 


| Hawkins undertook a more important expedition 
| avainſt the Spaniſh ſettlements in America; and 
they carried with them fix ſhips of the queen's, and 


| tventy more, which either were fitted out at their 
Own charge, or were furniſhed them by private ad- 


* Camden, p. 584. 
venturers. 
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on board. Their firſt deſign was to attempt Porto 
Rico, where, they knew, a rich carrack was at that 
time ſtationed ; but as they had not preſerved the re. 


quiſite fecreſy; a pinnace, having ſtrayed from the 


fleet, was taken by the Spaniards, and betrayed the 


intentions of the Englith. Preparations were made 


in that iſland for their reception; and the Engliſh 


flect, notwithſtanding the brave aſſault which they | 


made on the enemy, was repulſed with loſs. Hay. 


kins ſoon after died; and Drake puriued his voyage 
to Nombre di Dios, on the iſthmus of Darien; 


where, having landed his men, he attempted to val 


forward to Panama, with a view of plundering that | 
place, or, if he found ſuch a ſcheme practicable, of | 
But he met not with the | 
fame facility which had attended his firſt enterpriſes 
The Spaniards, taught by expe- 


keeping and fortifying it. 


in thoſe parts, 
rience, had every where fortified the paſles, and had 
ſtationed troops in the woods; who lo infeſted the 


Engliſh by continual alarms and fkirmiſhes, that 


they were obliged to return, without being able 10 
effect any thing. Drake himſelf, from the intem. 
PErance of the climate, the fatigues of his journey, 
and the vexation of his diſa \ppointment, was ſeized 
with a diſtemper, of which he ſoon after died. Sir 
Thomas Baſkerville took the command of the tle, 
which was in a weak condition; and, after having 
fought a battle near Cuba with a Spaniſh fleet, of 
which the event was not deciſive, he returned to 
England. The Spaniards ſuffered ſome loſs from 
chis enterpriſe; but the Ungliſ h reaped no profit! 
Tun bad ſucceſs of this enterpriſe in the Indies 
made the Englith rather attempt the Spaniſh domi: 
nions in Europe, where, they heard, Philip was 
making great eren for a new invalion of 


Monſon, p. 1 67. 


En gland. 


Sir Thomas Baſkerville was appointe! 
commander of the land forces, which they carried 


— 
- 


| fide the Dutch. 
W by the earl of Eflex : 
bigb-admiral. Both theſe commanders had expend. 
ed great ſums of their own in the armament : 
ſuch was the ſpirit of Elizabeth's reign. Lord Tho- 
was Howard, fir Walter Raleigh, fir Francis Vere, 
W {ir George Carew: and fir Coniers Clifford had com- 
mands in this expedition, and were appointed COUn- 

| Gil to the general and admiral”. 

| Tur fleet ſet fail on the firſt of June 1596 ; and, 
meeting with a fair wind, bent its courle to Cadiz, 5 
at which place, by ſealed orders delivered to all 
| the captains, the general rendezvous was appointed. 
| They ſent before them ſome armed tenders, which 
intercepted every ſhip that could carry intelligence 
to the enemy; and they themſelves were lo tortu- 
nate when they came near Cadiz, as to take an Iriſh 
veſſel, by which they learned, that that port was 
| full of merchant ſhips of great value, and that the 
| Spaniards lived in perfect ſecurity, without any ap- 
| prehenfions of an enemy. 
| encouraged the Engliſh fleet, and gave them the 
| proſpect of a fortunate iſſue to the enterpriſe. 
| AFTER a fruitleſs attempt to land at St. Sebaſtian's 
on the weſtern fide of the ifland of Cadiz; it 
| was, upon deliberation, reſolved by the council of 
| war to attack the ſhips and gallies in the bay. This 
| attempt was deemed raſh ; and the admiral himſelf, 
who was cautious in his temper, had entertained i 


ELIZABETH: 


| England. A powerful fleet was equipped at Ply- 
mouth, conſiſting of a hundred and ſeventy veſſels 
| ſeventeen of which were capital ſhips of war; the reſt 
| tenders and ſmall veſſels : Twenty ſhips were added 
| by the Hollanders. 


3 


In this fleet there were com- 
puted to b2 embarked ſix thouland three hundred 


and ſixty ſoldiers, a thouſand volunteers, and ſix 
| thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two ſeamen, be- 
The land forces were commanded. 


The navy by lord Effingham, 


This intelligence much 


a Camden, p-. 591 f 


For 
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vagant joy. 


and treat his priſoners with the greateſt h zumanih, 
made rich plunder in the city; but miſſed of a muck 


the Spaniſh admiral, took of ſetting 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


great ſcruples with regard to it: But Eſſex ſtrenu' 


ouſly recommended the enterpriſe; and when he ſ. 
found the reſolution at laſt taken, he threw his hat ir 
into the fea, and gave ſymptoms of the m oft extra. d- 


He felt, however, a great mortifica. MW P! 


tion, when Effingham informed kim, that the 4 
queen, anxious for his ſafety, and Jreading the MW 00 

effects of his youthful ardour, had ſecretly given b. 

orders that he ſhould not be permitted to command in 

the van in the attack“. That duty was perfor med po 

by fir Walter Raleigh and lord Thomas Howard; ee 

but Effex no ſooner came within reach of the enemy | at 

than he forgot the promiſe which the admiral had St 
exacted from him, to keep in the midſt of the fleet; fin 

he broke through and prefled forward into the fro 


thickeſt of the fire. Emulation for glory, avidity ok e 
plunder, amrmotity againſt the Spaniards, proved wo 
incentives to every one; and the enemy was foon ber. 
obliged to flip anchor and retreat farther into the Vl 
bay, where they ran many ot their ſhips aground, | 
Effex then landed his men at the fort of Pantal; | had 
and immediately marched to the attack of Callin pri 


Which the impetuous valour of the Engliſh ſoon car- W Eſſe 
ried {word in hand. The generoſity of E.tlex, not 15 
0 


inferior to his valour, made him ſtop the ſlaughter, 


and even aflability and kindneſs. The Lnolit 
richer by the reſolution which the duke of Rledina, 
fire to the 
ſhips, in order to prevent their falling into the 
a5 of the enemy. It was computed that the lol 
which the Spaniards ſuſtained in this enterprile 
amounted to twenty millions of ducats e; - beſides the 
indignity which that proud and ambirious peopk 
ſuffered from the ſacking of one of their chief cities 
and deliroying in their harbour a fleet of ſuch force 
and value. 


2 Monſon, p. 196. Birch's ** emvirs, vali I. T. 97 


— 8 Lst rx, 


LIZ AE E FHF. 


381 


EssE x, all on fire for glory, regarded this great C H AP. 


ſucceſs only as a {tep to future atchievements: He 
| infiſted on keeping voſſeſſion of Cadiz; and he un- 
dertook, with four hundred men and three months! 


| ſoldiers were ati ſed with the honour which they 


W in order to eee their plunder. Every other pro- 
W poſal of Eſſex to annoy the enemy met with a like 
reception; his ſcheme for intercepting the carracks 
| at the Azores, for aſſaulting the Groine, for taking 
| St Andero, and St. Sebaſtian : And the Engliſh, 


much to the queen of their want of ſpirit in this en- 
terpriſe ; nor was ſhe pleaſed that they had returned 
| without attempting to Intercept the Indian Heet? 3 


but the great ſucceſs, in the enterpriſe of Cas 


had covered all their miſcarriages: And that 


princeſs, though ſhe admired the lofty g genius of 


Eſſex, could not forbear expreſſing an elteem for 
che other officers . The admiral was created earl 
of Nottingham; and his promotion gave great diſ- 


Vas ſaid, that the new di; nity was conferred on him 
on account of his good ſervices in taking Cadiz, 
and deſtroying the S»aniſh ſhips: a merit u! hich 


? ; S 4 
, WE {lex pretended to belong ſolely to himſelt ; And 
be offered to maintain this plea by ſingle combat 


* 


a gainſt the earl « of Nottingham, or his ſons, IE 
e of his kindred. fo 
Thr atchievements in 796 ſubſequent year prov ved 


lee the great hazard and dif; advantages of that war 


P Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 121. + Camden, p. 593. 
' Sidney's Papers, vol. i 


had acquired; and were impatient to return home 


W finding it 0 diſticult to drag this impatient w varrior 
from the enemy, at laſt left him on the 8 Spaniſh 
| coaſt, attended by a very few ſhips. He complained 


guſt to Efſex", In the preamble of the patent it 


not ſo fortunate ; but as the Indian fleet very nar- 
| rowly eſcaped the Euglih, Ph hilip had ſtill reaſon to 
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| proviſions, to defend the place till ſuccours ſhould 
arrive from England: But all the other ſeamen a and 
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CHAP. in which he was engaged, and the ſuperiority which 
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oth July 7 


ſtroy the ſhipping in theſe harbours. 


the Engliſh, by their naval power, and their ſituation, 


had acquired over him. The queen having re. 


ceived intelligence that the Sp ,aniards, though their 
fleets were ſo much tattered and deſtroyed by the 


expedition to Cadiz, were preparing a ſquadron at 
Ferrol and the Groine, 2 and were marching troops 


thither with a view of making a deſcent in Ireland, 


was reſolved to prevent their enterpriſe, and to le. 
She prepared 
a large fleet of a hundred and twenty fail, of which 


ſeventeen were her own ſhips, forty- three were 


ſmaller veſſels, and the reſt tenders and victuallers: 


She f on board this fleet five thouſand new. 
levied ſoldiers, and added a thouſand veteran trocps, 
whom fir Foun Vere brought from the Nether: 


lands. The earl of Eflex, commander in chiet both 
of the land and ſea forces, was at the head of one 
ſquadron : Lord Thomas Howard was appointed 
vice-admiral of another: Sir Walter Raleigh of the 
third: Lord Mountjoy commanded the land forces 
under Eſſex: Vere was appointed marſhal : Sir 


George Carew lieutenant of the ordnance, and fir 


Chriſtopher Blount firſt colonel The earls of Rut- 


land and Southampton, the lords Grey, Cromwell 


and Rich, with ſeveral other perſons of diſtinction, 
embarked as volunteers. Effex declared his relo- 
lution either to deitroy the new Armada which threat 

ened England, or to per. in the attempt. 
"I Hts powerful fleet ſet fail trom Plymouth; but 
were no ſooner out of harbour than they met witha 
furions ſtorm, which ſhattered. and diſperſed them; 
and before they could be refitted, Eſſex found that 
their proviſions were ſo tar ſpent, that it would not 
be ſafe to carry ſo Nen an army along wich 
him. He diſmiſſed therefore all the ſoldiers, excep 
the thouſand veterans under Vere and, laying aſide 
all thoughts of attacking Ferrol or the Groine be 
confined the object of his expedition to the inte, 
cepting 
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| cepting of the Indian fleet; which had at firſt been c nave. 


| conſidered only as the ſecond enterpriſe which he 


| was to attempt. 

| Tas Indian fleet in that age, by reaſon of the 
imperfection of navigation, had a ſtated courſe as 
well as ſeaſon, both in their going out and in their 
| return; and there were certain iſlands at which, as 
at fixed ſtages, they always touched, and where they 
took in water and proviſions. The Azores being 
one of theſe places where about this time the fleet 


informed Raleigh, that he, on his arrival, intended 
W to attack Fayal, one of theſe iſlands. By ſome ac- 
W cident the ſquadrons were ſeparated ; and Raleigh, 
arriving firſt before Fayal, thought it more prudent, 


after waiting ſome time for the general, to begin 


| the attack alone, leſt the inhabitants ſhould by far- 
| ther delay have leiſure to make preparations for 
their defence. He ſucceeded in the enterpriſe ; but 
Eſſex, jealous of Raleigh, expreſſed great diſplea- 
ſure at his conduct, and 3 it © an intention 


| tempt; and would have proceeded to inflit the 
2 


jand perſuaded Raleigh, though high. ſpirited, to 
make ſubmiſſions to the general. Effex, who was 


Appeaſed, and both received Raleigh into favour, 
and reſtored the other officers to their commands“. 


ermingly eee en laid the firſt foundation 
f Of that violent animoſity which afterwards took 
oi Pace between thete two gallant Commanders. 


ue. Te On | DI x 


Nos expected, Eſſex bent his courſe thither; and he 


ok robbing the general of the glory which attended 
that action: He caſhiered the; refore Sydney, Bret, 
Berry, and others, who had concurred in the at- 


ame puniſhment on Raleigh himſelf, had not lord 
Thomas Howard interpoſed with his good offices, 


Iptacable as well as haſty and paſſionate, was ſoon 


bis incident, however, though the quarrel was 
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cepting the Indian galleons; and fir VWilkam Mon. 


moirs, aſcribes Eſſex's failure, when he was ſo near 


perience in ſeamanſhip ; and the account, which hy 


fo rich as to repay all the charges of the expedition | n 


of the fleet; and though the courtiers took part dif n 
ferently, as they affected either Eiſex or Ralei, gb, Wa 


ceive from this conduct, that ſhe never intended 
give him the entire alcendant over his rivals, ail 


H1STOR Y OF ENGLANI. 
Es8:x made next a diſpoſition proper for inter. 
ſon, whoſe ſtation was the moſt remote of the f. et, 
having fallen in with them, made the ſignals which 
had deen agreed on. That able officer, in his Mö. 


attaining ſo mighty an advantage, to his want of ex. 


gives of the errors committed by that noblemay, 


appears very reaſonable as well as candid', "The > 
Spaniſh fleet, finding that the enemy was upon them, WE a 
made all the fail pollible to the 'Terceras, and get 5 
into the ſafe and well, fortified harbour of Angra, E 
before the Engliſh fleet could overtake them. Flex : 


intercepted only three ſhips ; which however, were 


THE cauſes of the miſcarriage in this enterprile W : 
were much canvaſſed in England, upon the retum WW d 


the people in general, who bore an extreme regard n 
to the gallantry, ſpirit, and generoſity of the 1; corner, Wi * 
were inclined to juſtify every circumfiance of h Py 
conduct. The queen, who loved the one as much 5 
as ſhe eſteemed the other, maintained a kind of ns 
neutrality, and endeavoured to ſhare her myo 6 1 
with an impartial hand between the parties. St. ö oh 
Robert Cecil, ſecond fon of lord B. ee 5 | 
courtier of promiſing hopes, much connected will 150 
Raleigh ; and ſhe made him ſcerctary ci itate, p-. 55 
ferably to fir Thomas Bodley whom Hex recom. | 
421 — Xi 
mended for that office. But, not to diigult Ec ar 
ſhe promoted him to the dignity of earl mar! e 08 
England; an office which had been vacant Gncc ti hy 
death of the earl of Shrewſbury, Ie might p ha 


+ Monſon, p. 174. 
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might thence learn the neceſſity of moderation and CH A y. 
caution. But his temper was too high for ſubmiſ. . 


5 k TR. — ——— 
fon ; his behaviour too open and candid to practiſe x91. 


| the arts of a court; and his free ſallies, while they 1 
| rendered him but more amiable in the eyes of good e's 
| jndges, gave his enemies many advantages againſt Wh! 
Tax war with Spain, though ſucceſsful, having 24th 08. 1h 
| exhauſted the queen's exchequer, ſhe was obliged to iid 
aſſemble a parliament ; where Yelverton, a lawyer, 9 
| was choſen ſpeaker of the houſe of commons. „ 
Elizabeth took care, by the mouth of fir Thomas 1 
Egerton, lord keeper, to inform this aſſembly of the ; We 
| neceflity of a ſupply. She ſaid, That the wars for- 1 
merly waged in Europe had commonly been con- 1 
| duſted by the parties, without farther view than to 2 i 
gain a few towns, or at moſt a province, from each 1 
other; but the object of the preſent hoſtilities, on N 
| the part of Spain, was no other than utterly to be- we! 


| reave England of her religion, her liberty, and her 
| independence: That theſe bleſſings, however, ſhe 
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bherſelf had hitherto been able to preſerve, in ſpite of 
| the devil, the pope, and the Spaniſn tyrant, and all 

the miſchievous deſigns of all her enemies: That 

in this conteſt ſhe had diſburſed a ſum triple to all 

dhe parliamentary ſupplies granted her; and, beſides 

expending her ordinary revenues, had been obliged 

W to {ell many of the crown lands: And that ſhe 


| could not doubt but her ſubjects, in a cauſe where 
| their own honour and intereſt were ſo deeply con- 
| cerned, would willingly contribute to ſuch moderate 
taxations as ſhould be found neceſſary for the com- 
mon defence *. The parliament granted her three 
| ſubſidies and fix fifteenths ; the ſame ſupply which 
had been given four years before, but which had 


u See note [HH] at the end of the volume. 
* D'Ewes, p. 525. 527. Townſend, p. 79. 
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then appeared ſo unuſual, that they had voted ix 
ſhould never afterwards be b as a prece- 


dent. 5 
IHE commons, this ſeſhon, ventured to engage 1 
in two controverſies about forms with the houſe of MF >, 

peers; a prelude to thoſe encroachments which, a3 WM .. 

they aſſumed more courage, they afterwards made IM .; 
upon the prerogatives of the crown. They com.. 

plained, that the Jords failed in civility to them, by . 

receiving their metiages lirting with their hats on; | IS 

and that the keeper returned an anſwer in the fame br 

negligent poſture : But the upper houſe proved to WE 15 

their full ſatisfaction, that they were not entitled by her 
_ cuſtom and the ulage of parlament to any more WW 

relpeX?. Some amendments had been made by ne 
the lords to a bill lent up by the commons; and WM... 


| theſe amendinents werd written on parchment, and 


returned with the bil! to the commons. The lower e 


houſe took umbrage at the novelty : They pretended WF py; 


that theſe amendinents ought to have been written — 
on paper, not on parchment ; ; and they complained W que 
of this innovation to the peers. The peers replied, WM 1 
that they expected not ſuch a frivolous objection Tue 
from the gravity of the houſe ; and that it was not d 
material whether the amendments were written on Rot 
parchment or on paper, nor whether the paper were luſt 
white, black, or brown. The commons were o- theſ, 
ended at this reply, which ſeemed to contain a My 
mockery of them; and they complained of it, Wh, 
though without obtaining any ſatisfaction“. I batic 
5 application was made, by way of petition, to Nor h 
the queen from the lower houſe, againſt monopolies; he 1 
an abule which had ariſen to an enormous height; W. 80 
and they received a gracious, though a vencral an- the. 
twer, for w uch they returned their thankful ac- dito 


3 5393 540: 558 Fs: Townſend, p. 93, 94 95* 
G know: 


8 S.: 


E LIZ ARE T H. 


| encouragement in ſuch applications, ſhe told them, 
in the ſpeech which ſhe delivered at their diſſolution, 
| « That with regard to theſe patents, ſhe hoped that 
her dutiful and loving ſubjects would not take 
| © away her prerogative, which is the chief flower in 
ber garden, and the principal and head pearl in 


| knowledgments * But not to give them too much e NA P. 
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ber crown and diadem; but that they would ra- 
| « ther leave theſe matters to her diſpoſal*,” The 


commons alſo took notice, this ſeſſion, of ſome 


W tranſactions in the court of high commiſſion ; but 


not till they had previouſly obtained permiſſion from 5 


ber majeſty to that purpoſe ©, 


ELIZABETH had reaſon to foreſee that parlia- 


W mentary ſupplies would now become more neceſſar 
| to her than ever; and that the chief burden of the 
var with Spain would thenceforth lie upon England. 
Henry had received an overture for peace with 
| Philip 3 but before he would proceed to a nego- 
| tation, he gave intelligence of it to his allies, the 
queen and the States; that if poſſible a general pa- 
ciſication might be made by common agreement. 
| Theſe two powers ſent ambaſſadors to France in 
| order to remonſtrate againſt peace; the queen, fir 
| Robert Cecil, and Henry Herbert; the States, 
juſtin Naſſau, and John Barnevelt. Henry ſaid to 
ö theſe miniſters, That his early education had been 

amidſt war and danger, and he had paſſed the whole 


the common enemy were reduced to ſuch a con— 
dition as no longer to give umbrage either to hum 


2 D'Ewes, p- 570. 573. OM Ibid. p. 547. 
© Ibid, 5557, 558. | 8 
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| courſe of his life either in arms or in military prepa- 
rations: That after the proots which he had given 
ok his alacrity in the field, no one could doubt but 
de would willingly, for his part, have continued in 
a courſe of life to which he was now habituated, till 


WAG 
14 1 
0 

12 

Li 
N. 

? 64:4 

. 
4 
N 
. 

7 

19 
Ly T: 
#4 * 
. 
1 "* 
1.2 
: 
oy 
7 
a 
16 1 
11 i 
FR 
11 

x9 

7 
. 
e 
Wh the 
«4 1 
* 
M35 
4.5 
14 
6 * 
7% 

wt 
14-4 
5 11 
ad 

Vo . 

1 

"Bd 

c | wh 
\, {ave 


ys. 
53 
wk 
2 C 
** 
. ; 1 4 
9 4 
v1 
ll 3 
1 7 . 
„ 
411 
9 © 
a 
1 
but 
| 
i 
: 
: 
{ 1 
4 
$I 
; 
* 
4 4 
17 
; 


= 3 8 - — >= * 
— — — en r — 4 : Fore N >. * D 
2 INS — 244 6 4 7 - 4 d ws - Il — — - wx l => 7 
— 3 a ”» + tb er —— x 2 . * 1 3 
. — < 5 — 2 s —_—_. 2 — 
* — 5 ———— . K 5 * PI 2—ů— 1 
4 MET a ants es. BEA mo p- _ — — : _ - - * - ut A955. = _ & =" 
OT SR 24 = HET - - 4 5 2 "i. n — mpg 2 — FT, — by 
An SF LE EE I-24 — — p __ nn — 2 N - - _ —— — 
3 => - WE — — P : 8 TI; — ͤ — | 2 — — 8 
— NED AC - D _ - + = A 2 — WOES 7 7 * * 8 
— ——ů 4 = 2 3 — — £4 —— — — — * 5 — we ” 
"> — da — — — — ' * 1 ** — — * 4 — — — . pr ES 5 8 - 
= — ————— —_ > "he - — * 1 - n = = 8 I 
p 8 - 2 - I s * O * 2 n T 5 - - 
5 b T2 = — —— a — ” — * me EO I. - 
= = - > 2 — — 4 - —— — 
” 1 — — —— > 4 * 2 


— . = 
2 VP 2 Fe _ — La. —_ 
OT RES . - : y 
* —_ _ — 22 8-7 J = 
— — —— — Az 24 
— A — IS — 


. r TA 


yy 4 _— > 
— — => Ie. 25 
— S 2 — — —— 
SEE 4 — — 
S — * 8 — 74 — — 
— - — - — I vi do — - 
= — ” 2 Z — — 
= - — — — - —_— 2 
X = — * 2 2 _— 
— =o — — — © 
IEEE HEN DE ES - 
— 8 7 * — — 
— 1 22 rt * * = 61 4 & 
4 » — A . — 0 
- — Fe be -*. 


388 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Var. own, not even thoſe of his people, nothing but re 65 
2598. moſt invincible neceſſity, could ever induce him to 
think of a ſeparate peace with Philip, or make him | re 

embrace meaſures not entirely conformable to the MW E 


wiſhes of all his confederates : That his kingdom, MW 
torn with the convulſions and civil wars of near half a 
a century, required ſome interval of repoſe, ere i: Nef 
could reach a condition in which 1t might ſuſtain | of 
itſelf, much more ſupport its allies : That after the bu 
raids of his ſubjects were compoſed to tranquillity, Hi 
and accuſtomed to obedience, after his finances were W 0 
brought into order, and after agriculture and the fru 
arts were reſtored, France, inſtead of being a bur. Fr: 
den, as at preſent, to her confederates, would be W V# 
able to lend them eſſectual ſuccour, and amply to fie 
repay them all the aſſiſtance which ſhe had received MW 
during her calamities : And that, if the ambition of ſhe 
Spain would not at preſent grant them ſuch term tha 
as they ſhould think reaſonable, he hoped that in a WM ga 
litle time he ſhould attain ſuch a ſituation as would WF fun 
enable him to mediate more effectually, and wih in | 
more deciſive authority, i in their behalf. arm 
Tux ambaſſadors were ſenſible that theſe reaſons I the 
were not feigned: and they therefore remonſtrated WW lure 
with the leis vehemence againſt the meaſures which IM qui 
they ſaw Henry was determined to purſue. The WM able 
_ States knew that that monarch was intereſted never ficke 
10 permit their final ruin; and, having received pri- rt 
vate aſſurances that he wag ill, notwithſtanding MW ſuch 
the peace, give them aſſiſtance both of men an ſill 
money, they were well pleaſed to remain on terms de 
of amity with him. His greateſt concern was to re 
give ſatisfaction to Elizabeth for this breach of {Way 
ireaty. He had a cordial eſteem for that princels [he c. 
a ſympathy of manners, and a gratitude for the &. edi. 
traordinary favours which he had received from her {eric 


during his greateſt difficulues: And he uſed every e 
expedient dura] 


ELIZABETH. 


| expedient to apologize and atone for that meaſure © 
W which neceſſity extorted from him. But as Spain 
W refuſed to treat with the Dutch as a free ſtate, and 
| Elizabeth would not negotiate without her ally, 
Henry found himſelf obliged to conclude at Vervins 
W 2 ſeparate peace, by which he recovered poſſeſſion 
Jo all places ſeized by Spain during the courſe 
| of the civil wars, and procured to himſelf leiſure to 
W purſue the domeſtic ſettlement of his kingdom. 
His capacity for the arts of peace was not inferior 


W to his military talents ; and, in a little time, by his 


W frugality, order, and wile government, he raiſed 
France from the deſolation and miſery in which ſhe 
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vas involved, to a more flouriſhing condition than 


W fic had ever before enjoyed. 


Tux queen knew that ſhe could alſo, whenever 


W pleaſed, finiſh the war on equitable terms; and 


| that Philip, having no claims upon her, would be 


| glad to free himſelf from an enemy who had foiled 


| him in every conteſt, and who ſtill had it ſo much 


in her power to make him feel the weight of her 


| arms. Some of her wiſeſt counſellors, particularly 


the treaſurer, adviſed her to embrace pacific mea- 


| ſures; and ſet before her the advantages of tran- 


quillity, ſecarity, and frugality, as more conſider- 
| able than any ſucceſs which could attend the greateſt 
uctories. But this high-ſpirited princeſs, though at 
Wilt adverſe to war, ſeemed now to have atiained 


willing to ſtop the courſe of her proſperous fortune. 


be conducted by ſudden enterpriſes a naval ex- 
[peditions, in which ſhe poſſeſſed an un ſoubted ſu- 


feurable advantages; and the yearly return of his 
| C c 3 treaſure 


Iperiority : That the weak condition of Philip in 
Ithe Indies opened to her the view of the moſt 


ſuch an aſcendant over the enemy, that ſhe was un- 


dhe conſidered that her fituation and her paſt 
hictories had given her entire ſecurity againſt any 
dangerous invaſion ; and the war muſt thenceforth 
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treaſure by ſea afforded a continual proſpect of im. 
portant, though more temporary e That, 
after his peace with France, if ſhe alſo ſhould con. 
ſent to an accommodation, he would be able to turn 
his whole force againſt the revolted provinces of the 


Netherlands, which, es they had ſurpriſingſy 
increaſed their power by commerce and good 90. 
vernment, were ſtill PL if not ſupported by their | 
corfederates, o maintain war againſt fo potent 2 
monarch : And that, as her defence of that com. 
mon wealth was the original ground of the quarrel, | 


it was unſafe as well as diſhonourable to abandon tt; 


caule, till the had placed it in a flate of greater b. 


curity. 


continuance of war, from which he expected to reap 
ſo much advantage and diſtinction. The rivalſhy 


between this nobleman and lord Burleigh made each 
of them inſiſt the more {frenuouity on his own] 


counſel ; but as Eflex's perſon was agreeabl- to the 


queen, as well as his advice conformable to her in. 
clinations, the favourite ſeemed daily to acquire an 


aſcendant over the miniſter. Had he been endowed 


with caution and ſelf. command equal to his ſhining] 
qualities, he would have ſo riveted himſelf in te 
queen's confidence, that none of his enemies had 


ever been able to impeach his credit. But his lf 
ſpirit could ill ſubmit to that implicit deferenc: 


which her temper required, and which ſhe had ever 
been accuſtomed to receive from all her ſubjects 


Being once engaged in a diſpute with her about tie 
choice of a governor for Ireland, he was fo heated 
in the argument, that he entirely forgot the rule 
both ot duty and civility; and turned his back upol 
her in a contemptuous manner. Her anger, 1 
turally prowpt and violent, roſe at this provocation: 


THrsE reafons were frequently inculcated on her 
by the earl of Eſſex, whoſe paſſion for glory as well 
as his military talents, made him earneſtly deſire the] 


and 


E I IZ AB ET H. 


Inſtead of recollecting himſelf, and making the ſub- 


miſſions due to her ſex and ſtation, he clapped his 


hand to his ſword, and ſwore that he would not 


bear ſuch uſage, were it from Henry VIII. him- 
ſelf; and he immediately withdrew from court. 


Egerton the chanceilor, who loved Eſſex, exhorted 
him to repair his indiſcretion, by proper acknow- 
ledgments; and entreated him not to give that 


triumph to his enemies, that affliction to his friends, 
which muſt enſue from his ſupporting a conteſt 


with bis ſovereign, and deſerting the ſervice of his 


country: But Eſſex was deeply ſtung with the diſ- 
honour which he had received; and ſeemed to thin 
that an inſult, which might be pardoned in a wo- 


man, was become a mortal affront when it came 
from his ſovereign. © I: the vileſt of all indignities,“ 
ſaid he, is done me, does religion enforce me to 


| © ſue for pardon ? Doth God require i it? Is it im- 
| © piety not to do it? Why? Cannot princes err? 
| © Cannot ſubjects receive wrong? Is an earthly 


power infinite? Pardon me, my lord, I can never 


« ſubſcribe to theſe principles. Let Solomon's 
„fool laugh when he is {tricken ; let thoſe that 
* mean to make their profit of princes ſhew no 


& ſenſe of princes' injuries: Let them acknowledge 
“an infinite abfolutenefs on carth, that do not be- 


„ lieve an abſolute infiniteneſs in heaven” (allud- 
ing probably to the character and conduct of fir 


Walter Raleigh, who lay under the reproach of im- 
pety): & As for me” continued he, *I have re- 
* ceived wrong, I feel it: My cauſe is good, I 


Cc 


© ON earth can never exert more ſtrength and con- 


ſtaney in oppreting, than I can ſhew in ſuffering 
very ching that can or ſhall be impoſed upon 
* me. Your Lordinp, in the beginning of your 
letler, makes me a player, and yourſelf a laoker- 

C202 „ On 


391 
and ſhe inſtantly gave him a box on the ear; adding CHA p. 
a paſſionate expreſſion ſuited to his impertinence. 
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know dit; and whatloever happens, all the powers 
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CHAP, 
XLIII. 


— — 


1598. 


„ muſt of neceſſity feel more than you“. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


«on: And mea player of my own game, ſo you 
** may ſee more than I: But give me leave to tell 
* you, that ſince you do but ſee, and I do ſuffer, ! 


d 99 


THIS ſpirited letter was ſhown by Eſſex to his 


friends; and they were ſo imprudent as to diſperſe 


copies of it: Vet, notwithſtanding this additional 
provocation, the queen's partiality was ſo prevalent, 


that ſhe reinſtated him in his former favour ; and 


qth Aug. 


her kindneſs to him appeared rather to have acquired 


new force from this ſhort interval of anger and re. 
ſentment. The death of Burleigh, his antagoniſt, 
which happened about the fame time, ſeemed to 
enſure him conſtant poſſeſſion of the queen's con. 


fidence; and nothing indeed but his own indiſcre- 


tion could thenceforth have ſhaken his well-eſta- 
bliſhed credit. Lord Burleigh died in an advanced 
age; and by a rare fortune was equally regretted by 


his ſovereign and the people. He had rifen gra. 


dually from ſmall beginnings, by the mere force of 
merit ; and though his authority was never entirely 


abſolute or uncontrolled with the queen, he was | 
ſtill, during the courſe of near forty years, regarded | 


as her principal miniſter. None of her other incli- 


nations or affections could ever overcome her conii- 


dence in ſo uſeful a counſellor ; and as he had had 
the generoſity or good ſenſe to pay aſſiduous court 
to her during her ſiſter's reign, when it was dan- 


gerous to appear her friend, ſhe thought herſelf 


bound in gratitude, when ſhe mounted the throne, 
to perſevere in her attachments to him. He ſeems 


not to have poſſeſſed any ſhining talents of addrels, 
eloquence or imagination; and was chiefly diſtin. 


guiſhed by ſolidity of underſtanding, probity of 


manners, and indefatigable application in bulinels: 


Virtues which, if they do not always enable a man 
to attain high ſtations, do certainly qualify him belt 


a See note [IT] at the end of the volume. ; 
| | or 
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for filling them. Of all the queen's miniſters, he c 1 Ar. 

alone left a conſiderable fortune to his poſterity; a OL 

fortune not acquired by rapine or oppreſhon, but 1598. 

cained by the regular profits of his offices, and pre- 

ſerved by frugality. 
Tun laſt act of this able miniſter was the con- th A. 

cluding of a new treaty with the Dutch; who, after 

being in ſome meaſure deſerted by che king of 

France, were glad to preſerve the queen's alliance, 

by ſubmitting to any terms which ſhe pleaſed to re- 

quire of them. The debt which they owed her was 

now ſettled at eight hundred thouſand pounds: Of 

this ſum they agreed to pay, during the war, thirty 

thouſand pounds a- year; and theſe payments were 

to continue till four hundred thouſand pounds of the 

debt ſhould be extinguiſhed. They engaged allo, 

during the time that England ſhould continue the 

war with Spain, to pay the garriſons of the caution- 

ary towns. They ſtipulated, that if Spain ſhould 

invade England, or he Ile of Wight or Jerſey, or 

Scully, they ſhould afliſt her with a body of five 

thouſand foot, and five hundred horſe ; and that in 

caſe ſhe undertook any naval armament againſt 

Spain, they ſhould join an equal number of is to 

| her's*, By this treaty the queen was eaſed of an 

| annual charge of a hundred and twenty couland 

pounds. 

| Soon after the death of Burleigh, the queen, who 

regretted extremely the loſs of ſo wiſe and faithful a 

miniſter, was informed of the death of her capital 

enemy, Philip II who, after languifhing under many 

infirmities, expired in an advanced age at Madrid. 

This haughty prince, defirous of an accommoda— 

tion with his revolted ſubjects 1 in the Netherlands, 

but diſdaining to make in his own name the con- 

ceſſions neceſſary for that purpoſe, had transferred 

to his daughter, married to archduke Albert, the 
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EIS TORY OF ENGLAN 


HAP. title to the Low Country provinces; but as it u 
XIII. 51 

not expected that this princeſs could have poiteri: 
1598. 


and as the reverſion on failure of her iſſue was 10 
reſerved to the crown of Spain, the States conf! 
dered this deed only as the change of a name, and 
they perſiſted with equal obſtinacy i in their reſiſtance 


to the Spaniſh arms. The other powers allo of 


Europe made no dillinction between the courts gf | 
Bruſſels and Madrid; and the ſecret oppoſition of 


France, as well as the avowed efforts of England, 
continued to operate againſt the progreſs of Alber. 


as it t had done againſt that of Fail. 


E LIZ AB E T H. 


CHAP. XI IV. 


State of Ireland —= Tyrone s rebellion -——ſ/zv ſent 
over to Ireland His ill ſucceſs. — Returns 10 
England — Is diferaced — His intrigues - 
His inſurrection —— His trial and exec" . 
Trench 3 s ſucceſs in Ireland 
— Defeat of THE” Spaniards and I — 
pariiame we —— Tyrone's ſubmi/hon Juen 
e id drath Ani, character. 


oben the dominion of 1 be Enplith over 6.95 4.3, 


Ireland had been ſeemingly eit: thlithed above IV. 
—— — 
four centuries, it may ſafely be armed, that their 
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1599. "ou 
authority had hithc.19 been ſitttie more than nomi- State of WE 
nal. The Iriſh princes and nobles, divided among ml 
themſelv es, readiiy paid the exterior marks of obei- e 
ſance to e power winch they were not able to reſiſt; 4 


but as uo durable force was ever kept on foot to re- 
tain them in their duty, ey relap":d {till into their WY 
former ſtate of independence. Too weak to intro- | e 
duce order #1d obedience among the rude inhabit- - oi 
| ants, the Engliſh authority was yet ſufficient to _— 
| check the en of any enterprifing genius among 4:38 
the natives: And though it £000 beſtow no true 
form of civil government, it was tble to prevent the 
ne of any ſuch form, from che i ternal combination 
or policy of the Irith *. | 
Mos'r of the Engliin inllithtiene likewiſe by 
which that iſland was governed, were to the laſt 
degree abiurd, and ſuch as no ſtate before had ever 
thought of, for preſerving dominion C over its con- 
quered provences. £2 3 
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AP. 
XLIV. 
CR — 

1599 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Taz Engliſh nation, all on fire for the project of 
ſubduing France, a project whoſe ſucceſs was the 
moſt improbable, and would to them have proved 
the moſt pernicious, neglected all other enterpriſes, 


to which their ſituation ſo ſtrongly invited them, 


and which in time would have brought them an ac. 


ceſſion of riches, grandeur, and ſecurity. The ſmall 


army which they maintained in Ireland they never 
ſupplied regularly with pay; and as no money could 
be levied on the iſland, which poſſeſſed none, they 
gave their ſoldiers the privilege of free quarter upon 


the natives. Rapine and inſolence inflamed the 


| hatred which prevailed between the conquerors and 


the conquered: Want of ſecurity among the Iriſh 


introducing deſpair, nouriſhed ſtill more the ſloth 
natural to that uncultivated people. 
Bur the Engliſh carried farther their ill- judged 
tyranny. Inſtead of inviting the Iriſh to adopt 
the more civilized cuſtoms of their conquerors, they 


even refuſed, though earneſtly ſolicited, to com- 


mies. Thrown out of the protection of juſtice, the 


municate to them the privileges of their laws, and 


every where marked them out as aliens and as ene- 


natives could find no ſecurity but in force; and fly- 


ing the neighbourhood of cities, which they could 
not approach with ſafety, they ſheltered themſelves 
in their marſhes and foreſts from the inſolence of 


their inhuman maſters. Being treated like wild 


beaſts, they became ſuch; and, joining the ardour 
of revenge to their yet untamed barbarity, they grew 
every day more intractable and more dangerous“. 


As the Engliſh princes deemed the conqueſt of 


the diſperſed Iriſh to be more the object of time and 


patience than the ſource of military glory, they will- 
ingly delegated that office to private adventurers, 
who, inliſting ſoldiers at their own charge, reduced 


provinces of that iſland, which they converted to 


b Sir J. Davies, p. 102, 103, &c. 
2 their 


ELIZABETH. 
their own profit. 
palities were eſtabliſned by theſe lordly conquerors : 


The power of peace and war was aſſumed : Mili- 


tary law was exerciſed over the Iriſh, whom they 
ſubdued ; and by degrees over the Engliſh, by 


whoſe aſſiſtance they conquered : And, after their 
authority had once taken root, deeming the Eng- 
liſh inſtitutions leſs favourable to barbarous domi- 


nion, they degenerated into mere Iriſh, and aban- 
doned the garb, language, manners, and laws of 
their mother country ©. 

| By all this imprudent conduct of Eng land, the 
| natives of its dependent ſtate remained fill! in that 
abject condition, into which the northern and weſt- 
ern parts of Europe were ſunk, before they received 
civility and ſlavery from the re elined policy and irre- 
ſiſtible bravery of Rome. 
ſixteenth century, when every chriſtian nation was 
cultivating with ardour every civil art of lite, that 
iſland, lying in a temperate climate, enjoying a 
fertile ſoil, acceſſible in its ſituation, poſſeſſed of 
mnumerabie harbours, was ſtill, notwithſtanding 


theſe advantages, inhabited by a people whoſe cuf- 


toms and manners approached nearer thoſe of 
ſavages than of barbarians *. 92 

As the rudeneſs and ignorance of the Iriſh were 
extreme, they were ſunk below the reach of that 
curiofity and love of novelty, by which every other 
people in Europe had been ſeized at the beginning 
of that century, and which had engaged them in 
innovations and religious diſputes, with which they 


were ſtill ſo violently agitated. The ancient ſuper- 


ſtition, the practices and obſervances of their fathers, 
mingled and polluted with many wild opinions, ſtill 
maintained an unſhaken empire over them; and 
the example alone of the Engliſh was ſufficient to 
render the reformation odious to the prejudiced and 


8 Sir J. Davies, p. 13% 134. NM 
See Spencer's Account of Ireland, throughout. 


diſcon- 


Even at the end of the 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


c HA x. diſcontented liſh, The old oppoſition of manners, 


XLIV. 
— ta; 


1599 


laws, and intereſt, was now inflamed by religious 


antipathy; and the ſubduing and civilizing of at 


country fecmed to become every day more difficult 


and more impracticable. 


Tre animoſity againſt the Engliſh was carried ſo 
far by the Iriſh, that, in an ifurrection raiſed by 
two lons of the ear} ot Clanricarde, they put to the 
ſword all the inhabitants of the town of Athenry, 


though Iriſh, becauſe they began to conform them. 


ſelves to Engliſh culioms, and had embraced 2 


more civilized form of life than had been pradtiſed 


by their anceſtors *, 


TIE uſual revenue of Ireland amounted only o 
ſix thouſand pounds a- year“: The queen, though 


with much repming', commonly added twenty 
thouſand more, which the remitted from England: 


And with this {mall revenue a body of a thouſand 
men was ſupported, which on extraordinary emer- 


gencies Was augmented to two thouſand s. No won- 
der that a force ſo diſproportioned to the object, 


inſtead of ſubduing a mutinous kingdom, ſerved 


rather to provoke the natives, and to excite thoſe 
frequent inſurrections, which {till farther inflamed 
the animoſity between the two nations, and in- 
creaſed the diſorders to which the Liſh were natu- 
rally ſubject. 

IN 1560, Shan O'Neale, or the great O'Neale, 
a8 the Iriſh called him, becauſe head of that potent 
clan, raiſed a rebellion in Ulſter ; but after ſome 
{kirmiſhes he was received into favour, upon his ſub- 


_ million, and his promiſe of a more dutiful behaviour 
tor the future". 'Lhis impunity tempted him to 


undertake a new inſurrection 1 m*'1567; but, being 


— 


1 8 p. 457. ; 0 PER oirs of the Sidneys, vol. 1. 
p- 86. Cox, p. 342. Sidney, vol. 1. p. 85. 200. 


Camden, p. Va Sidney, vol. i. p. 5 109. 183, 184. 
3 Camden, p 3p 3 


pulled 


E L. IZ ABE TH 


| treated into Clandeboy, and rather than ſubmit to 


| Scottiſh iſlanders, who commonly infeſted thoſe parts 


W violated the laws of hoſpitality, and murdered him 
dit a feſtival to which they had invited him. He 
vas a man equally noted for his pride, his violence, 
| his debaucheries, and his hatred to the Engliſh na- 


bo violent an enemy to luxury, he was extremely 


addicted to riot; and was accuſtomed, after his in- 


| temperance had thrown him into a tever, to plunge 
| his body into mire, that he might allay the flame 


| which he had raiſed by former exceſles *. Such was 
| the lite led by this haughty barbarian, who ſcorned 


| the title of the earl of Tyrone, which Elizabeth in- 


| icnded to have reſtored to him, and who aſſumed. 


e rank and appellation of king of Ulſter. He 
S uicd allo to lay, that, though the queen was his ſo- 


vereign lady, he never made peace with her but at 


ber ſeeking. . 

| S818 Henry Sidney was one of the wiſeſt and moſt 
active governors that Ireland had enjoyed for ſeve— 
[ral reigns “; and he poſſeſſed his authority eleven 
ears, during which he {ſtruggled with many diffi- 


| culttes, and made ſome progreſs in repreſſing thoſe 
dlorders which had become inveterate among the 
people. The carl of Deſmond, in 1569, gave him 


eilturbance, from the hereditary animoſity which 


Camden, p. 409. & Ibid. p. 409. Cox, p- 324. 
Ibid. p. 321. * Cox, p. 350. | 


10 


puſhed by fir Henry Sidney, lord deputy, he re- 
| (he Engliſh, he put himſelf into the hands of ſome 


W by their incurſions. The Scots, who retained a 
| quarrel againſt him on account of former injuries, 


ton. He is ſaid to have put ſome of his followers. 
bo death becauſe they endeavoured to introduce the 
W i of bread after the Engliſh faſhion*'. Though 


prevailed between that nobleman and the earl of 
Ormond, deſcended from the only family eſtabliſned 
n Ireland, that had ſteadily maintained its loyalty 
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to the Engliſh crown”. The earl of Thomond, in 


w=— 1570, attempted a rebellion in Connaught, but 
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was obliged to fly into France before his deſign; 
were ripe for execution. Stukely, another fugitive, 
found ſuch credit with the pope, Gregory the XIIIth, 
that he flattered that pontiff with the proſpet of | 
making his nephew, Buon Compagno, king «f 
kelant ; and, as if this project had already taken 
effect, he accepted the title of marquis of Leinſter 
from the new ſovereign*. He paſſed next into 
Spain; and after having received much encourage. 
ment and great rewards from Philip, who intended | 
to employ him as an inſtrument in diſturbing El. 
_ zabeth, he was found to poſſeſs too little intereſt for | 
executing thoſe high promiſes which he had made 
to that monarch, He retired into Portugal; and, 
following the fortunes of don Sebaſtian, he periſhed 
with that gallant prince in his bold but unfortunate 
expedition againſt the Moors. 

_ Lord Gray, after ſome interval, ſucceeded to the 
government of Ireland; and in 1579 ſuppreſſed a 
new rebellion of the earl of Deſmond, though ſup- 
ported by a body of Spaniards and Italians. The | 
_ rebellion of the Bourks followed a few years after; 
occaſioned by the ſtrict and equitable adminiſtration 
of ſir Richard Bingham, governor of Connaught, 
who endeavoured to repreſs the tyranny of the chief. 
tains over their vaſſals*. The queen, finding Ire- 
land ſo burthenſome to her, tried ſeveral expedients 
for reducing it to a ſtate of greater order and ſubmil 
fron. She encouraged the earl of Eſſex, father to that 
nobleman who was afterwards her favourite, to at 
tempt the ſubduing and planting of Clandeboy, Fer 
ny, and other territories, part of ſome late forfeitures: 
But that enterpriſe proved unfortunate ;z and Eflx 
died of a diſtemper occaſioned, as is ſuppoſed, by the 


| a Camden, P- 424 | by Ibid. P- 430. Cox, P- 354. 
b Stowe, p. 720. | | | | 
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vexation which he had conceived from his Kap CHAP, 
pointments. An univerſity was founded in Dublin Gap {IF 
with a view of introducing arts and learning into 1393. 
that kingdom, and civilizing the uncultivated man- 
ners of the inhabitants?. But the molt unhappy 
expedient employed in the government of Ireland, 
| was that made uſe of in 1585 by fir John Perrot, 
| at that time lord deputy: He put arms into the 
hands of the Iriſh inhabitants of Ulſter, in order to 
enable them, without the aſſiſtance of the govern- 
ment, to repreſs the incurſions of the Scottiſh 
| iſlanders, by which theſe parts were much infeſted *, 
At the ſame time, the invitations of Philip, joined 
| to their zeal for the catholic religion, engaged many 
| of the gentry to ſerve in the Low Country wars; 
and thus Ireland, being provided with officers and 
| ſoldiers, with diſcipline and arms, became formi- 
| dable to the Engliſh, and was thenceforth able to 
maintain a more regular war againſt her ancient 
maſters. wg 
Huch O'Neale, nephew to Shan O· Neale, had Tyrene's 
been raiſed by the queen to the dignity of earl ofen. 
yrone; but, having murdered his couſin, fon of 
that rebel, and being acknowledged head of his 
clan, he preferred the pride of barbarous licence 
nd dominion to the pleaſures of opulence and tran- 
| quillity, and he fomented all thoſe diſorders by 
which he hoped to weaken or overturn the Engliſh 
government. He was noted for the vices of perfidy 
and cruelty, ſo common among uncultivated na- 
tions; and was alſo eminent for courage, a virtue 
| which their diſorderly courſe of lite requires, and 
which, notwithitanding, being leſs ſupported by the 
| principle of honour, is commonly more precarious 
among them, than among a civilized people. Ty- 
tone, actuated by this ſpirit, lecretly tomented me 
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CHAP diſcontents of the Maguires, O'Donnels, O' Rourke, 
—Macmahons, and other rebels; yet, truſting to the 


{ 

3 150. influence of his deceitful oaths and profeſſions, be | 

4 put himſelf into the hands of fir William Ruffel, WM \ 

!4 who, in the year 1594, was ſent over deputy to Ire. WM 

1 land. Contrary to the advice and proteſtation of W + 

je fir Henry Bagnal, martha] on the army, he was dif. ST : 

. miſſed; and, returning to his own country, he em. W ; 

3 braced the reſolution of raiſing an open rebellion, WW ; 
4 and of relying no longer on the lenity or inexpe. MM 

» rience of the Engliſh government. He entered into 

"ol a correſpondence with Spain: He procured thence hn 

Ke a ſupply of arms and ammunition 3 and, having #7 

united all the Iriſn chieftains in a dependence upon al 

| himſelf, he began to be regarded as a formidable 5. 

enemy. . | | Wi 

I xx native Iriſh were fo poor, that their country ar 

afforded few other commodities than cattle and o., 0 

meal, which were eaſily concealed or driven away W th 

on the approach of the enemy; and as Elizabeth M 

was averſe to the expence requiſite for ſupportins W 

her armies, the Engliſh found much difficulty in en 


puſhing their advantages, and in purſuing the reveis de 
into the hogs, woods, and other faſtneſſes, to which of 
they retreated. Theſe motives rendered fir John for 
Norris, who commanded the Engliſh army, the W re; 
more willing to hearken to any propoſals ot truce or WW po 
accommodation made him by Tyrone; and after in 
the war was ſpun out by theſe artifices for lome WM ne! 
years, that gallant Engliſhman, finding that he had del 
been deceived by treacherous promiſes, and that he WF and 
had performed nothing worthy of his ancient rep mie 
tation, was ſeized with a languiſhing diſtemper, and W to 
died of vexation and diſcontent. Sir Henry Bagnal, WM tha 
who ſucceeded him in the command, was {til} more tim 
unfortunate. As he advanced to relieve the tort ol mo 
Black-water, beſieged by the rebels, he was iur- W 
rounded in diſadvantageous ground; his {oldiers, | 
Gilcouraged by part of their powder's zeec 
45 | 5 6 taking 
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ELIZABETH: 


urſuit was ſtopped by Montacute, who commanded 
the Englifh horſe, fifteen hundred men, together 
with the general himſelf, were left dead upon the 
ſpot. This victory, ſo unuſual to the Iriſh, rouſed 
their courage, ſupplied them with arms and ammu- 
nition, and raiſed the reputation of Tyrone, who 
aſſumed the character of the deliverer of his coun- 
try, and patron of Irifh liberty“. 

Taz Engliſh council were now ſenſible, 580 


| the rebellion of Ireland was come to a dangerous 


403 


taking fire, were put flight; and though the CHAP. 


XLIV, 
— 
1599. 


| ö head, and that the former temporiſing arts of grant- 


ing truces and pacifications to the rebels, and of 


allowing them to purchaſe pardons by reſigning 


part of the plunder acquired during their infurrec- 
tion, ſerved only to encourage the. ſpirit of mutiny 


| and diſorder among them. It was therefore reſolved - 
| to puſh the war by more vigorous meaſures ; and 


the queen caſt her eye on Charles Blount, lord 
| Mountjoy, as a man who, tough hitherto leſs ac- 
cuſtomed to arms than to books and literature, was 
| endowed, ſhe thought, with talents Lo on to the un- 
dertaking. But the young earl of Eflex, ambitious 
| of fame, and deſirous of obtaining this government 
| for himſelf, oppoſed the choice of Mountjoy 3 3 and 
| repreſented the neceſſity of appointing for that im- 
| portant employment ſome perſon more experienced 
in war than this nobleman, more practiſed in buſi- 
nes, and of higher quality and reputation. By this 
| deſcription, he was underitood to mean himielf*; 

and no fooner was his deſire known, than his ene- 


| Move him from court, and prevent him from cul- 


185 | s Cox, P- 415. | t Bacon, vol. 1 p. 512. IDE 
ing D d 2 tivating 


mies, even more zealouſly than his friends, conſpired 
| to gratify his wiſhes. Many of his friends thought 
| that he never ought to conſent, except for a ſhort 

time, to accept of any employment which muſt re- 


to enſure him of ſucceſs, ſhe levied a numerous 
army of ſixteen thouſand foot, and thirteen hundred 


which, it was apprehended, would be able in one 
entire conqueſt of Ireland. Nor did Eſſex's ene. 


Walter Raleigh, and lord Cobham, throw any ob- 


rather ſeconded than oppoled thoſe exalted enco- 


ments, his heroic courage, his unbounded generoliſ | 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


404 | 
. tivating that perſonal inclination which the queen o IM : 
—— Vihbly bore him". His enemies hoped, that if by WM « 
2599. his abſence ſhe had once leiſure to forget the charms W « 
of his perſon and converſation, his impatient and WM 2 
lofty demeanour would foon diſguſt a princeſs wha WM f 
uſually exacted ſuch profound ſubmiſſion and in. t 
plicit obedience from all her ſervants. But Eſſex MW i 
was incapable of entering into ſuch cautious t 
views; and even Elizabeth, who was extremely de. W a 
ſirous of ſubduing the Iriſh rebels, and who was tc 
rex ſent much prepoſſeſſed in favour of Eſſex's genius, rex W n 
Ila. dily agreed to appoint him governor of Ireland „by u 
the title of lord heutenant. The more to encou- W v 
rage him in his undertaking, ſhe granted him by o 
his patent more extenſive authority than had ever W q 
before been conferred on any lieutenant ; the power W tt 


of carrying on or finiſhing the war as he pleaſed, of WM gi 
pardoning the rebels, and of filling all the moi WI 
conſiderable employments of the kingdom *. And | 


horſe, which ſhe afterwards augmented to twenty 
thouſand foot and two thouſand horſe; A force 


campaign to overwhelm the rebels, and make al 
mies, the earl of Nottingham, fir Robert Ceci], fir | 


ſtacles in the x way of theſe Preparations ; ; but hoped 
that, the higher the queen's expectations of ſucceb 
were raiſed, the more difficult it would be for the 
event to correſpond to them. In a like view, the) 


miums, which Eſſex's numerous and ſanguine friends 
diſperſed, of his high genius, of his elegant endov-| 


x Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 365. 


4 Cabala, p. 79. 
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and his noble birth; nor were they diſpleaſed to c a Þ. 
| obſerve that paſſionate fondneſs which the people — 
every where expreſſed for thi: nobleman. Theſe 1g. 
artful politicians had ſtudied his character; and, 
finding that his open and undaunted ſpirit, if taught 
temper and reſerve from oppoſition, muſt become 
invincible, they reſolved rather to give full breath 
to thoſe ſails which were already too much expanded, 
and to puſh him upon dangers of which he ſeemed 
| to make ſuch {mall ictoant 7; And, the better to 
| make advantage of his indiſcretions, ſpies were ſet | 
upon all his actions and even expreſſions ; and his 
vehement ſpirit, which, while he was in the midſt 
| of the court and obe by his rivals, was unac- 
quainted with diſguiſe, could not fail, after he 
| thought himſelf ſurrounded by none but friends, to 
give a pretence for malignant luſpicions and con- 
| {tructions. 
| Es86x left London in the "wh of March, at- 
tended with the acclamations of the populace; and, 5 
what did him more honour, accompanied by a nu- 
merous train of nobility and gentry, who, from 
affection to his perſon, had attached themſelves to 
his fortunes, and ſought fame and military expe- 
| rience under fo renowned a commander. The firſt 
act of authority which he exerciſed after his arrival 
in Ireland, was an indiſcretion, but of the generous 
| kind ; ad in both theſe reſpects ſuitable to his cha- 
ncter. He appointed his intimate friend, the earl 
of Southampton, general of the horle; a nobleman 
who had incurred the queen's diſpleaſure, by ſecretly 
| marrying without her conſent, and whom ſhe had 
| therefore enjoined Eſſex not to employ in any com- 
mand under him. She no ſooner heard of this inſtance 
| of diſobedience, than ſhe reprimanded him, and or- 
dered him to recall his commiſſion to Southampton. 


1 Camden, Okborne; ps 371, 


Dd 3 Bus 
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ce H AP. But Eflex, who had imagined that ſome reaſon: 


XLIV. 
— — 
1599. 


His il 
ſucceſs. 


which he oppoſed to her firſt injunctions, had ſatiſ. 
fi-d her, had the imprudence to remonſtrate agaiuſt 
theſe ſecond orders*; and it was not till ſhe reite. 
rated her commands, that he could be prevailed on 
to diſplace his friend. 

EssExX, on his landing at Dublin, deliberated with 
the Iriſh council concerning the proper methods 


carrying on the war againſt the rebels; and here he 


was guilty of a capital error, which was the ruin of 
his enterpriſe. He had always while in England 
blamed the conduct of former commanders, who 


artfully protracted the war, who haraſſed their troops 


in ſmall enterpriſes, and who, by agreeing to truces | 


and temporary pacifications with the rebels, had 
given them leiſure to recruit their broken forces”, 


In conformity to theſe views, he had ever inſiſted 


upon leading his forces immediately into Vliter 
againſt Tyrone, the chief enemy; and his inſtrue. 


tions had been drawn agreeably to theſe his declared 
reſolutions. But the Iriſn counſellors perſuaded | 
him that the ſeaſon was too early for the enterpriſe, | 
and that as the morafles, in which the marthen | 
Iriſh uſually ſheltered themſelves, would not as yet 


be paſlable to the Engliſh forces, it would be better 


to employ the preſent time in an expedition into 
Munſter. Their ſecret reaſon for this advice ws, | 
that many of them poſſeſſed eſtates in that province, | 
and were deſirous to have the enemy liflod: ed OW 1 


their neighbourhood *: But the ſame ſelfiſni pir 


which had induced them to give this counſel, made 


them foon after diſown it, when they found the bad 
conſequences with which it was attended ©. e 


Esskx obliged all the rebels of Munſter either 
to ſubmit or to 17 into the e neighbouring cone 


2 Birch's Memoirs, vol. 11. P. 421. 451. : Ibid. p. 
Pacon, vol. iv. p. 512. b Birch's Memoirs, vol. Il. p. 408 


Put 


Winwood, vol, i. p. 140. 
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But as the Iriſh, from the greatneſs of the queen's © 
preparations, had concluded that ſhe intended to 
reduce them to total ſubjeQion, or even utterly to 
exterminate them, they confidered their defence as 
a common cauſe; and the Englich forces were no 
ſooner withdrawn, than the inhabitants of M unſter 
relapſed into rebellion, and renewed their confede- 
racy. with their other countrymen. The army, 
meanwhile, by the fatigue of long and tedious 
marches, and by the influence of the climate, was 
become ſickly; and on its return to Dublin, about 
the middle of July, was Jurprifingly diminiſhed | in 
number. The courage of the ſoldiers was even 
much abated : For, though they had prevaticd 1 in 
ſome leſſer enterpr iſes againſt lord Cahir and others, 
yet had they ſometimes met with more ſtout re— 
tance than they expected from the Iriſh, whon 
they were wont to deſpiſe: And as they were 1a 
troops and unexperienced, a conſiderable body of 
them had been put to flight at the Glins, by an 
inferior number of the enemy. Eſlex was fo 58 
raged at this miibchaviour, t that he caſhiered all th 
officers, and decimated the private mer 4. But this 
act of ſeverity, though 5 428 intimidated 
the loldiers, and! increaſed their averiion to the ivr 
vice. 
Tar queen was extremely diſguſted when the 
neard that ſo conſiderable a part of the {calon was 
conſumed in theſe frivolous enterpriſes ; and was 
ſtill more ſurpriſed that Eſſex perſevered in the ſame 
practice which he had ſo much condemned in others, 
and which he knew to be ſo much contrary to her 
purpoſe and intention. That nobleman, in order 
to give his troops leiſure to recruit from their fick- | 
neis and fatigue, left the main Army in quarters, and 
marched with a ſmall body of fifteen hundred men 
uito the county of e againſt the O'Connors 


2 Cox, p. 421. | 
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CHAP. and O'Mores, whom he forced to a fubmifio jon: 
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Kern — 


1599. 


But, on his return to Dublin, he found the army ſo 
much diminiſhed, that he wrote to the Engliſh 
council an account of its condition, and informed 


them that, if he did not immediately receive a re. 


inforcement of two thouſand men, it would be im. 
poſſible for him this ſcaſon to attempt any thing 
againſt Tyrone. That there might be no pretence 
tor farther inaQtivity, the queen immediately ſent 


over the number demanded *; and Eſſex began at 


laſt to aſſemble his forces for the expedition into Ul. 
ſter. The army was fo averſe to this enterpriſe, and 
ſo terrified with the reputation of Tyrone, that 


many of them counterfeited tickneſs, many of them 
_ deferted*; and Eſſex found that, after leaving the 


neceſſary garriſons, he could ſcarcely lead four thou- 
ſand men againſt the rebels. He marched, hoy- 
ever, with this ſmall army; but was ſoon ſenſible 
that, in ſo advanced a ſeaſon, it would be impoſſible 
for him to effect any thing againſt an enemy who, 


though ſuperior in number, was determined to avoid 


every deciſive action. He hearkened, therefore, 
to a meſſage ſent him by Tyrone, ne deſired 3 
conference ; ; and a place near the two camps was 


appointed for that purpoſe. The generals met 


without any of their attendants, and a river ran be- 
tween them, into which Tyrone entered to the 


depth of his ſaddle ; but Eſſex ſtood on the oppo- | 
ſite bank, After half an hour's conference, where | 


Tyrone behaved with great ſubmiſſion to the lord 


lieutenant, a ceſſation of arms was concluded to the 
firit of May, renewable from ſix weeks to ſix weeks; | 
but which might be broken off by either party upon 
a fortnight's warning *. Efſex alſo received from | 
Tyrone propoſals for a peace, in which that rebel | 
had inſerted many unreaſonable and exorbitant con- 
_ ditions: And there appeared afterwards fome rea- 


e Birch's Memoirs, vol il. p. 430. Cox, p. 421. 
b 4 ey's Letters, vol, ii. p. 112, 113. Ibid. p. 125.1 


10 me | 


4 * . * „ tt * 5 C 1 an , N „ u N * *** * 
a I 9 _ bows s : 


"Ws A gay + ay , oc. Lal ay. ed. Gu ou. lf. au is” oa. 


E LIZ ABE T H. 409 


fon to ſuſp-& that he had here commenced a very CHAP. 

unjuſtifiable correſpondence with the enemy“. 8 
So unexpected an iſſue of an enterpriſe, the 23599. 

greateſt and moſt expenuſive that Lizabeth had ever 

undertaken, provoked her extremely a2gamit Eſſex; 

and this diſguſt was much augmented by other cir- 

cumſtances of that nobleman's conduct He wrote 

many letters to the quec' and council, full of pee- 

viſh and impatient expreſſions; complaining of his 

enemies, lamenting that their calumnies ſhould be 

believed againſt him, and diſcovering ſymptoms of 

| mind equally haughty and diſcontented. She took 

care to inform him of her diſſatisfaction; but com- 

manded him to remain in Ireland till farther or- 

. 55 1 : . 

E ssxx heard at once of Elizabeth's anger, and of 

the promotion of his enemy, fir Robert Cecil, to 


the office of maſter of the wards, an office to which 8 


he himſelf aſpired: And dreading that, if he re- 
mained any longer abſent, the queen would be to- 
tally alienated from him, he haſtily embraced a 
reſolution which, he knew, had once ſucceeded with 
the earl of Leiceſter, the former favourite of Eli— 
zabeth. Leiceſter, being informed while in the 
Low Countries that his miſtreſs was extremely 
diſpleaſed with his conduct, diſobeyed her orders by 
coming over to England; and having pacified her 
by his preſence, by his apologies, and by his flat- 
tery and inſinuation, diſappointed all the expecta— 


tions of his enemies *. Eilex, therefore, weighing Returns ts 


more the ſimilarity of circumſtances than the differ. Sd 
ence of character between himſelf and Leiceſter, 

| immediately ſet out for England; and, making 

| ipeedy journies, he arrived at court before any one 

| was in the leaſt appriſed of his intentions“. 
Though beſmeared with dirt and ſweat, he haſtened 


Winwood, vol. i. p. 307. State Trials. Bacon, vol. iv. 
. Birch's Memqirs, vol. ii. P. 453 
Winwood, vol. i. p. 118. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
up ſtairs to the preſence chamber; thence to the 
privy chamber; nor ſtopped till he was in the 


was fitting with her hair about her face. He threy 
himſelf on his knees, kiſſed her hand, and had ſome 


private conference with her; where he was fo gra- 
ciouſly received that, on his departure, he was heard 


to expreſs great latisfaction, and to thank God that, 


Is dif- 


graced. 


though he had ſuffered inuch trouble and many ſtorms | 


abroad, he found a ſweet calm at home!. 


Bur this placability of Elizabeth was merely the | 
reſult of her ſurpriſe, and of the momentary fatiſ. | 
faction which ſhe felt on the ſudden and unexpected 
appearance of her favourite : After ſhe had leifure | 
for recollection all his faults recurred to her; and 
ſhe thought it neceſſary, by ſome ſevere diſcipline, | 
to ſubdue that haughty imperious ſpirit, who, pre. 
fuming on her partiality, had pretended to domineer | 
in her councils, to engrofs all her favour, and to | 
act, in the moſt important affairs, without regard 
to her orders and inſtructions. When Eſſex waited | 
on her in the afternoon, he found her extremely al. 
tered in her carriage towards him: She ordered him 
to be confined to his chamber; to be twice ex. 
mined by the council; and though his anſwers were | 
calm and ſubmiſlive, ſhe commited him to the | 
cuſtody of lord Keeper Egerton, and held him le | 
queſtered from all company, even from that of his | 
counteſs, nor was fo much as the intercourſe of le.. 
ters permitted between them. Eſſex dropped mary | 
expreſlions of humiliation and ſorrow, none of relent- | 
ment: He proftefled an entire ſubmiſſion to the | 
queen's will : Declared his intention of retiring into | 


the country, and of leading thenceforth a private 


lite, remote from courts and buſineſs : But though! 
he affected to be ſo entirely cured of his aſpiring 
ambition, the vexation of this diſappointment, and 


I Sidney's Letters, vol. ii. p. 127. 
| ai 


ueen's bed-chamber, who was newly riſen, and 
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of the triumph gained by his enemies, preyed oon CHAP. 


his haughty ſpirit, and he tell into a diltemper which 
ſeemed to put his lite in danger; 

Tun queen had always declared to all the world, 
and even to the earl himſelf, that the purpoſe of 
her ſeverity was to correct, not to ruin him”, 5 and 
when ſhe heard of his ſickneſs, ſhe was not a little 
alarmed with his ſituation, She ordered eight Page 
ficians of the beſt reputation and experience to co: 


ſult of his caſe; and, being informed that the ie 


was much to be apprehended, ſhe ſent Dr. James 


n 


to him with ſome broth, and defired tha t ph; yeian 


to deliver him a mellage, which Ihe probably dem- 


ed of {till greater virtue, that if ſhe thou agnt ſuch a 
ſtep conſiſtent with her honour, ſhe would herſelf 


4 


pay him a viſit. The by {ra anders, who carefully 


obſerved her countenance, remarked that in pro- 


nouncing theſe words, her « eyes were fuſtuled wich 
tears. 85 ne 

| WHEN the ſymptoms. of the queen's returning 
alfection towards Eſſex were known, they gave * 
| {enfible alarm to the faction which had declared 
their oppoſition to him. Sir Walter Raleigh, in 


particular, the moſt violent as well as the moſt am- 


bitious ok his enemies, was ſo afledted with the 
appearance of this ſudden revolution, that he was 
ſeized with ſickneſs in his turn; and the queen was 
| obliged to apply the ſame ſalve to his wound, and 
| to ſend him a favourable wenge expreſiing her 
deſire of his recovery ? 


Tas medicine which the queen adrainiftered to 


theſe aſpiring rivals was ſucceſsful with both; and 
| Liſex, being now allowed the company of his coun- 
tels, and having entertained more promiſing hopes 
ol his future fortunes, was fo much reſtored in bis 
health, as to be thought paſt danger. A belief was 


" Birch” {teat p- 4445 445. Sydney's Letters, val li. 


p. 196. n Sy dney's Letters, vol. ii. p. 151. 
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, Ibid. p p. 139. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
- inſtilled into Elizabeth, that his diſtemper had been 


_ entirely counterfeit, in order to move her compal- 


ſionꝰ; nd ſhe relapſed into her former rigour againſt 
him. He wrote her a letter, and ſent her a rich preſent 
on New-year's day, as was uſual with the courtiers 


at that time: She read the letter, but rejected the 


preſent*%. After fome interval, however, of ſe. 
verity, ſhe allowed him to retire to his own houſe; 


and though he remained {till under cuſtody, and | 


was ſequeſtered from all company, he was fo grate. 


ful for this mark of lenity, that he ſent her a letter | 
of thanks on the occaſion. This farther degree 
&© of goodneſs,” ſaid he, © doth found in my ears | 


„as if your majeſty ſpake theſe words; Die ni 
« Her; for though I puniſh thine offence, and hum 


&« ble thee for thy good, yet will I one day be ſerved 


% again by thee. My proſtrate ſoul makes this 
“ anſwer: / hope for that bleſſed day. And in ex. 


6e pectation of it, all my afflictions of body and 


* mind are humbly, patiently, and cheerfully borne 


„„ by me'.” The counteſs of Eſſex, daughter of 


ſir Francis Walſingham, poſſeſſed, as well as her 
huſband, a refined taſte in literature; and the chief 
conſolation which Eflex enjoyed during this period 
of anxiety and expectation, conſiſted in her com- 


_ pany, and in reading with her thoſe inſtructive and 


S 
entertaining authors, which, even during the time 


of his greateſt proſperity, he had never entirely ne- 


15 glected. 


ITIuRERE were ſeveral incidents which kept alive 
the queen's anger againſt Eſſex. Every account 


which the received from Ireland, convinced her 


more and more of his miſcondu& in that go- 
vernment, and of the infignificant purpoſes to 
which he had employed fo much force and treaſure. 


Tyrone, ſo far from being quelled, had thought 


Proper, in leſs than three months, to break the 


r Sydney's Letters, vol. it. p. 153. 1 Ibid. p. 155,156 
g Birch” 8 Memoirs, p. 444. | 
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truce; and, joining with O*Donnel and other rebels, H Av. 


had over-run almoſt the whole kingdom. He 
boaſted that he was certain of receiving a ſupply of 
men, money, and arms from Spain : He pretended 
to be champion of the catholic religion: And he 
openly exulted in the preſent of a phoenix plume, 
which the pope, Clement VIII., in order to encou- 
rage him in the proſecution of ſo good a cauſe, had 
conſecrated, and had conferred upon him. The 


queen, that ſhe might check his progrels, returned 


to her former intention of appointing Mountjoy 


| lord deputy ; and though that nobleman, who was 
| an intimate friend of Eſſex, and deſired his return 


to the government of Ireland, did at firſt very ear- 
neſtly excuſe himſelf on account of his bad ſtate 


| of health, ſhe obliged him to accept of the employ- 


ment. Mountjoy found the iſland almoſt in a de- 
ſperate condition; but being a man of capacity and 
vigour, he was ſo little diſcouraged, that he imme- 


diately advanced againſt Tyrone in Ulſter. He 
| penetrated into the heart of that country, the chief 


ſeat of the rebels : He fortified Derry and Mount- 


| Norris, in order to bridle the Iriſh: He chaſed 
| them from the field, and obliged them to take ſhel- 
| ter in the woods and moraſſes: He employed, with 
equal ſuccels, Sir George Carew in Munſter : And 
| by theſe promiling enterpriſes, he gave new lite to 
the queen's authority in that iſland. 


As the compariſon of Mountjoy's adminiſtration 


| with that of Eflex contributed to alienate Elizabeth 
from her favourite, ſhe received additionaldiſguſt from 
| the partiality of the people, who, prepoſſeſſed with an 
| extravagant idea of Eſſex's merit, complained of the 
injuſtice done him by his removal from court, and 

by his confinement. Libels were ſecretly diſperſed 
ö againſt Cecil and Raleigh, and all his enemies: And 

his popularity, which was always great, ſcemed 


* Camden, p. 617. 
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rather to be increaſed than diminiſhed by his mis. 
fortunes. Elizabeth, in order to juſtify to the 
public her conduct with regard to him, had often 
expreſſed her intentions of having him tried in the 
Star-Chamber for his offences: But her tenderne\; 
for him prevailed at laſt over her ſeverity ; and ſhe 


Was contented to have him only examined by the 


Fſſex in His adm Amin en of Ireland: His making 


privy- council. The attorney-general, Coke, opened 
the canſe againſt him, and treated him with the cry. 
elty and folate e which that great lawyer uſually 

xerciſed againſt the unfortunate. He diſplayed, in 
the frongelt colours, all the faults committed by 


5 
Souttinipron general of the horſe, contrary to the 


queen's Inunions'; his delerting the enterpriſe 
apainit Tyrone, and marching to Leinſter and | 
Munſter ; his-conferring knighthood on too many | 
perſons ; his ſeeret conference: with Tyrone; and 


His ſudden return from Ireland, in contempt of her 


majeſty's commands. He alſo exaggerated the in. 
dignity of the conditions which Tyrone had been | 
allowed to propoſe ; odious and abominable condi. 


tions, ſaid he; a public toleration of an idolatrous 


religion, pardon for himſelf and every traitor in Ire. 
Jand, and full reſtitution of lands and poſſeſſions to 
all of them. The ſolicitor-general, Fleming, in. 


iſted upon the wretched ſituation in which the 


earl had left that kingdom; and Francis, ſon of fr 
Nicholas Bacon, who had been lord-keeper in the 
beginning of the preſent reign, cloſed the charge wit 
diſplaying the undutiful expreſſions contained i 


ſome letters written by the earl. 


Fs8rX, when he came to plead in his own de- 


fence, rendes d, with great ſubmiſſion and humi- 
lity, all pretenſions to an apology ©; and declared 
his reſolution never, on this or any other occaſion, 


to have any conteit with his ſovereign. Ie ſaid, MW 


t Birch *s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 449. 
v Sydney's Letters, vol. ii. p. 200. 


that, 


E ELEIZ AB E T H. 


ple to confeſs every failing or error into which his 
youth, folly, or manifold infirmities might have 
betrayed him; that his inward ſorrow for his offences 


againſt her majeſty was ſo profound, that it exceeded 


all his outward croſſes and afflictions, nor had he 
any ſcruple of ſubmitting to a public confeſſion of 


whatever ſhe had been pleaſed to impute to him; 
that in his acknowledgments he retained only one 


| reſerve, which he never would relinquiſh but with 
| his life, the aſſertion of a loyal and unpolluted heart, 


| of an unfeigned affection, of an earneſt defire ever 
| to perform to her majeſty the beſt ſervice which his 


| poor abilities would permit; and that, if this ſenti- 
ment were allowed by the council, he willingly ac- 
oe in any condemnation or ſentence which 
| they could pronounce againſt him. 
| was uttered with ſo much eloquence, and in fo pa- 


| the audience *. 
juſtice with regard to the loyalty of his intentions. 


| treated him with regard and humanity, 


| © cauſe,” ſaid he, had been heard in the Star- 


great a fine as ever was ſet upon any man's head 


in that court, together wi. ich perpetual confine- 


| thetic a manner, that it drew tears from many of 
| All the privy-counſellors, in giving 
their judgment, made no ſcruple of doing the earl 


| Even Cecil, whom he believed his capital enemy, 
And the 


| ſentence pronounced by the lord- keeper (to which. 
| the council aſſented) was in theſe words: „If this 


Chamber, my ſentence muſt have been for 2s 


ment in that priſon which belongeth to a man of 


415 
that, having ſevercd himſelf from the world, and c EA Þ: 
abjured all ſentiments of ambition, he had no ſeru- 
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This ſubmiſſion 


e- bis quality, the Tower. But lince We are now 
nin another place, and in a courſe of favour, my 
a MW © cenſure is, that the earl of Eflex is not to exe- 

. office of {ell dat of wy 
n, WF cute the office of a counſellor, nor that o car 
id, | 8 

* Sydney's Letters, vol, ii. p. 200, 201. 
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* marſhal of England, nor of maſter of the ore. 
„ nance; and to return to his own houſe, there to 


„ continue a priſoner till it ſhall pleaſe her majeſty 


& to relealc this and all the reſt of his ſentence ?,” 


The earl of Cumberland made a flight oppoſition to 


this ſentence ; and faid, that if he thought it would 


ſtand, he would have required a little more time to 
deliberate; ; that he deemed it ſomewhat levere; and 


that any commander in chief might eaſily incur à 


like penalty. But, however, added he, in confi. 


dence of her majeſty's mercy, I agree with the reſt. 


The earl of Worceſter delivered his opinion in a | 
couple of Latin verſes ; importing that, where the | 
Gods are offended, even misfortunes ought to be 
imputed as crimes, and that accident is no excuſe | 


for tranſgreſſions againſt the Divinity. 


Bacon, ſo much diſtinguiſhed afterwards by his 
high offices, and ſtill more by his profound genius 


for the ſciences, was nearly allied to the Cecil family, 
being nephew to lord Burleigh, and couſin- german 
to the ſecretary: But notwithſtanding his extraordi- 
nary talents, he had met with fo little protection from 


his powertul relations, that he had not yet obtained 
any preferment in the law, which was his profeſſion, 


But Eſſex, who could diſtinguiſh merit, and who 


paſſionately loved it, had entered into an intimate 
friendſhip with Bacon, had zealouſly attempted, 
though without ſucceſs, to procure him the office of 
ſolicitor-general : and, in order to comfort his friend 


under the diſappointment, had conferred on him 2 


preſent of land to the value of eighteen hundred 
pounds *, The public could ill excuſe Bacon's ap- 


pearance before the council againſt ſo munificent a 


dene factor; though he acted in obedience to the 


queen's commands: But ſhe was o well plealed 


I Pirch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 454. Camden, p. 626, 627. 
Þ Cabala, P · 73. 
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with his behaviour, that ſhe impoſed on him a new 
taſk, of drawing a narrative of that day's proceed- 
ings, in order to ſatisfy the public of the juſtice and 


lenity of her conduct. Bacon, who wanted firm- 


neſs of character more than humanity, gave to the 


whole tranſaction the moſt favourable turn for Fſſex; 


and, in particular, painted out, in elaborate expreſ- 


ſion, the dutiful ſubmiſſion which that nobleman 


| diſcovered in the defence that he made for his con- 
duct. When he read the paper to her, ſhe ſmiled 


| at that paſſage, and obſerved to Bacon, that old 


with 


love, ſhe ſaw, could not eaſily be forgotten. He 
| replied, that he hoped ſhe meant that of herſelf*. 


ALL the world indeed expected that Eſſex would 


| ſoon be reinſtated in his former credit“; perhaps, 
| as is uſual in reconcilements founded on inclination, 
| would acquire an additional aſcendant over the 
| queen, and after all his diſgraces would again ap- 
| pear more a favourite than ever. They were con- 
| firmed in this hope when they ſaw that, though he 
| was till prohibited from appearing at court *, he 
was continued in his office of maſter of horſe, and 
vas reſtored to his liberty, and that all his friends 
had acceſs to him. Eſſex himſelf ſeemed determined 
to perſevere in that conduct which had hitherto 
been ſo ſucceſsful, and which the queen, by all this 
| diſcipline, had endeavoured to render habitual to 
bim; He wrote to her, that he kiſſed her majeſty's 
bands, and the rod with which ſhe had correted 
bim; but that he could never recover his wonted 
ſcheerfulneſs, till ſhe deigned to admit him to that 
Ipreſence, which had ever been the chief ſource of 
his happineſs and enjoyment: And that he had now 
telolved to make amends for his paſt errors, to re- 


tire into a country ſolitude, and ſay, with Nebuchad- 


nezzar, © Let my dwelling be with the beaſts ot 


E Sabel „ d Winwood, vol. i. p. 254+ 
© Birch's dlemours, vol. ii. p. 462, 
vol. V. E c +. the 
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« the field; let me eat graſs as an ox, and be wet 
« with the dew of heaven; till it ſhall pleaſe the 
&« queen to reſtore me to my underſtanding.” The 

ueen was much pleaſed with thele ſentiments, and 
replied, that ſhe heartily wiihed his actions mie! 


[it 


correſpond with his expreſſions ; that he had tried | 
her patience a long time, and it was but fitting ſhe 


ſhould now make ſome experiment of his ſubmiſſion; 


that her father would never have pardoned {9 | 


much obſtinacy ; but that, if the furnace of affliction 
produced ſuch good effects, ſhe ſhould ever after 
have the better opinion of her chemultry *. 


Thx earl of Eſſex poſſeſſed a monopoly of ſweet | 


wines; and as his patent was near expiring, he j. 
tiently expected that the Gnu would renew it, and 
he conſidered this event as the critical circumſtance 
of bis life, which would determine whether he could 
eve: Hope to be reinſtated in credit and Authority”, 

Bur , lizabeth, though gracious in her deportment, 


was ot a temper ſomewhat weben and ſevere; and 


4 


being continually ſurrounded with Eſſex's enemies, 
means were found to perſuade her, that his loſty 
ſpirit was not yet ſufficientiy ſubdued, and that he 


mult undergo this farther trial, before he could 


again be ſafely received into favour. She therefore 


denied his requeſt ; - and even added, in a contemp- 
tuous ityle, that an ungovernable beaſt muſt be 


| ſtior: d in Hi 3 DIOV enderf. 


Inis rigour, puſhed one ſtep too far, proved the 
final ruip of this young nobleman, and was te 
* 


ſource of infinite ſorrow and vexation to the quben 


 herfelt, Effex, W had ws great difficulty "Re long 


ſubdued his ink ud f{pirit and whoſe patience wi 
now exhauſted, 9 285 ing t 1at the queen was el. 
tirely! mexorable, burſt at on © all reſtraints of ful. 
miſſion and of prudence, and eie mine to ſeek le- 


5 


lie, by proceeding to the utmoſt extremities again 


4 Camden, p. 628. Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii, Pp. 47% 
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had ever been accuſtomed to carry matters with a 
high hand towards his ſovereign; and as this prac- 
tice gratified his own temper, and was ſometimes 
ſucceſsful, he had imprudently imagined that it was 
the only proper method of managing her *. But, 
being now reduced to deſpair, he gave entire reins 
to his violent diſpoſition, and threw OK ail appear- 


ance of duty and reſpect. Intoxicated with the 


public favour, which he already poſſeſſed, he prac- 


tiled anew every art of popularity; and endeavoured 
to increaſe: the general good-will by a hoſpitable 


manner of life, little ſuited to his ſituation and cir- 
cumſtances. His former employments had given 


him great connexions with men of the ili tary pro- 


feſſion; and be now e 1, by additional ca- 
reſſes and civilities, a friendſhip with all deſperate 
| adventurers, whole e attachment he honed might, in 
his preſent views, prove ſerviceable to him. He 


| ſecretly courted the confidence of the catholics; but 


| carefſed, and whoſe manners he ſeemed to have en- 


tirely adopted. He engaged the moſt celebrated 
preachers of that ſect 0 refort to Efex-houtez he 


he invited all the zealots in London to attend thoſe 
| pious exerciſes. Such was the diſpoſition now be- 

| ginnung to prevail among the En liſh, that, inſtead 
the of feaſting and public ſpectacles, the methods an- 


mes ciently practiſed to gain the populace, nothing ſo 


een effectually ingratiated an ambitious leader with the 


c 


ong public, as theſe fanatical entertainments. And as 
waz the puritanical preachers frequently inculcated in 
; en-W their ſermons the doctrine of refiſtance to the civil 
ub magiſtrate, they prepared the minds of their hearers 


Ke for thoſe ſeditious projects which Elle Was ſecretly 
aint medicating *. 


E Cabala, p. 79. „ 
bd Birch's N vol. ii. p. 463. Camden, p. 630. 


his enemies. Even during his greateſt favour he C HAP. 


his chief truſt lay in the puritans, whom he open Uy 
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| had daily prayers and ſermons in his family; and 
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Bur the greateſt imprudence of this nobleman 
proceeded from the openneſs of his temper, by which 
he was ill qualified to ſucceed in ſuch difficult and 
dangerous enterpriſes. He indulged himſelf in great 


| liberties of ſpeech, and was even heard to ſay of the 
queen, that ſhe was now grown an old woman, and 


was become as crooked in her mind as in her body. 
Some court ladies, whoſe favours Eſſex had former! 
neglected, carried her theſe ſtories, and incenſed her 


to a high degree againſt him. Elizabeth was ever 


remarkably jealous on this head; and though ſhe 


was now approaching to her ſeventieth year, ſhe al. 
lowed her courtiers* and even foreign ambaſſadors, 


to compliment her upon her beauty; nor had al 


her good ſenſe been able to cure her of this pre. 
poſterous vanity *. 


TIERE was alſo an patter employ ed by Eflex, 


which, if poſſible, was more provoking to the queen 
than thoſe NIE on her age and deformity ; and 
that was, his ſecret applications to the king ot Scots, | 
her heir and ſucceſſor. That prince had this year 


very narrowly eſcaped a dangerous, though ill. 
formed, conſpiracy of the earl of Gowry ; and even 


| his dcliveratice was attended with this difagreeable | 


circumſtance, that the obſtinate eccleſiaſtics perſiſted, 
in ſpite of the moſt inconteſtible evidence, to main- 


tain to his face, that there had been no ſuch con- 


ſpiracy. James, haraſſed with his turbulent and 


factious ſubjects, caſt a wiſhful eye to the ſucceſſon 


of England; and, in proportion as the queen ad- 


vanced in years, his defire increaſed of mounting 


that throne, on which, beſides acquiring a great ad- 


dition of power and ſplendour, he hoped to govern a 


g Camden, p- SY - Oſborne, p. 397. Sir Walter Raleigh's 
Prerogative of Parliament, p- 43+ 
© Birch's Memoirs, vol. il. p. 442, 443. 
I Sydney's Letters, vol. ii. p. 171. 
1 — See note [KK] at the end of the volume, 
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people ſo much more tractable and ſubmiſſive. He © ol Pig 


negotiated with all the courts of Europe, in order 
to enſure himſelf friends and partifans : He even 
neglected not the court of Rome and that of Spain; 
and though he engaged himſelfin no poſitive promiſe, 


| he flattered the catholics with hopes that, in the event 
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of his ſucceſſion, they might expect ſome more li- 
berty than was at preſent indulged them. Elizabeth 


was the only ſovereign in Furope to whom he never 
dared to mention his right of ſucceſſion : He knew 
that, though her advanced age might now invite 


| her to think of fixing an heir to the crown, ſhe 
| never could bear the proſpect of her own death _ 
| without horror, and was {iill determined to retain 
| him, and all other competitors, in an entire depcud- 
| ence upon her. 
| FEs8xx was deſcended by females from the royal 
| family; and ſome of his ſanguine partiſans had 
| been ſo imprudent as to mention his name among 
| thoſe of other pretenders to the crown ; but the carl 
| took care, by means of Henry Lee, whom he le- 
| cretly ſent into Scotland, to aſſure James, that ſo 
far from entertaining ſuch ambitious views, he was 
| determined to uſe every expedient for extorting an 
| immediate declaration in favour of that monarch's 
| right of ſucceſſion. James willingly hearkened to 
| this propoſal ; but did not approve of the violent 
| methods which Eſſex intended to employ. Effex 
| had communicated his ſcheme to Mountjoy, deputy 
| of Ireland ; and as no man ever commanded more 
| the cordial affection and attachment of his friends, 
| he had even engaged a perion of that virtue and 
| prudence to entertain thoughts of bringing over 
| part of his army into England, and of forcing the 
| queen to declare the king of Scots her ſuccetlor ". 

And ſuch was Eſſex's impatient ardour, that, though 
James declined this dangerous expedient, he ſtill 


1 Birch $ Memoirs, vol. i ji. p- 471. 
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the project: But the deputy, who thought that ſuch 
violence, though it might be prudent, and even 


juſtifiable, when ſupported by a ſovereign prince, 


next heir to the crown, would be raſh a criminal, 
if attempted by ſubje&s, abſolutely refuſed tis con. 
currence. The correſpondence, however, hetwee; 
Eſſex and the court of Scotland was Will conducted 
with great ſecrecy and cordiality; and that noble. 


man, beſides conciliating the favour of Jat mes, re. 


zbth May, 


preſented all his own adverſaries as enemies to that 
prince's ſucceſſion, and as men entirely devoted to 


the intereſts of Spain, and partiſans of the chime. 


rical title of the Infanta. 

Tux Infanta and the archduke Albert ts made 
ſome advances to the queen for peace ; and Bou- 
logne, as a neutral town, was choſen tor the place 


of conference. Sir Henry Nevil, the Engliſh re. 


ſident in France, Terbert, Edmondes, and Beale, 


were ſent thither as ambaiſidors from England, 
and negotiated with Zuniga, Carillo, Richard ot, and 


Verheiken, miniſters of Spain, and the archd luke: 


But the conferences were ſoon broken ff by dil. 
putes with regard to the ceremonial. Among the | 


European ſtates England had ever been allowed the 
precedency above Caſtile, Arragon, Portugal, and 
the other kingdoms of which the Spaniſh monarchy 
was compoled : and Elizabeth inſiſted, that tis att 
cient right was not loſt on account of the junction 
of theſe ſtates, and that that monarchy in its preſent 
lituation, though it ſurpaſſed the Englith in extent 
as well as in power, could not be compared with it 
in point of antiquity, the only durable and regular 
foundation of precedency among no nur as weil 
as noble families. That ſhe might . however, 
a pacific diſpoſition, ſhe was content to yield to al 
equality; but the Spaniſh miniſters, as their nation 
nad always diſputed precedency even with France, 
to which England yielded, would proceed no farthet 


3 in 
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in the conference, till their ſuperiority of rank were 
acknowledged *. During the preparations for this 
abortive . negotiation the earl of Nottingham the 
admiral, lord Buckhurſt treafurer, and ſecretary 
Cecil, had diſcovered their inclination to peace; 
but as the Engliſh nation, fluſhed with ſucceſs, and 


ſanguine in their hopes of plunder and conqueſt, 
were in general averſe to that meaſure, it was eaſy 


jor a perſon ſo popular as Eſſex to infuſe into the 
multitude an opinion, that theſe miniſters had ſa- 
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crificed the intereſts of their country to Spain, and 


would even make no ſcruple of COILS a ſovereign 
from that hoſtile nation, 


Bur Eſſex, not content with theſe arts for deery- 


ing his adverſaries, proceeded to concert more vio- 


lent methods of ruining them, chiefly inſtigated by 


Cuffe, his ſecretary, a man of a bold and arrogant 


ſpirit, who bad acquired a great aſcendant over his 
patron. A ſelect council of malcontents was formed, 
who commonly met at Drury houſe, and were com- 
poſed of fir Charles Davers to whom the houſe be- 
longed, the earl of Southampton, fir Ferdinando 
Gorges, fir Chriſtopher Blount, fir John Davies, 


be had a hundred and twenty barons, knights, and 


160. 


and John Littleton; and Eſlex, who boaſted that 


gentlemen of note at his devotion, and who truſted. 


til more to his authority with the populace, com- 
nunicated to his aſſociates thoſe ſecret deſigns with 
winch his confidence 1n fo powertul a party had in- 


Ipired him. Among other criminal projects, the 
reſult of blind rage and deſpair, he deliberated with 
them concerning the method of taking arms; and 


alked their opinion whether he had belt begin with 


ſeizing the palace or the Löwer, or ſet out with 


making himſelf maſter at once of both places. The 


firſt enigepriſe being preferred, a method was con- 


certed for cxecuting it. It was agreed that fir 


* Winwood's Memorials, vol. i. p. 186—226. 
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Chriſtopher Blount, with a choice detachment, 
ſhould poſſeſs himſelf of the palace gates; that 
Davies ſhould ſeize the hall, Davers the guard. 


chamber and preſence- chamber; and that Eſſex 
ſhould ruſh in from the Meuſe, attended by a body 


of his partiſans ; ſhould entreat the queen, with all | 


demonſtrations of humility, to remove his enemies; 
ſhould oblige her to aſſemble a parliament ; and 


ſhould with common conſent ſettle a new plan of 


th Feb. 


viſit from Sacville, a private note was conveyed to 
him, by which he was warned to provide for his own 
ſafety. He concluded that all his conſpiracy was 
diſcovered, at leaſt ſuſpected; and that the eaſieſt 


government *, 
WHILE theſe deſperate projects were in agitation, 


many reaſons of ſuſpicion were carried to the queen; 


and ſhe ſent Robert Sacville, ſon of the treaſurer, 
to Efſex-houſe, on pretence of a viſit, but in rea! lity 
with a view of diſcovering whether there were in 
that place any unuſual concourſe of people, or any 
extraordinary preparations which might threaten an 


inſurrection. Soon after Eſſex received a ſummons 


to attend the council, which met at the treaſurer's 


houſe ; and while he was muſing on this circum- 


ſtance, and comparing it with the late unexpected 


puniſhment which he had reaſon to apprehend, was 
a new and more ſevere confinement : He therefore 


excuſed himſelf to the council on pretence of an 


indiſpoſition, and he immediately diſpatched mel- 


ſages to his more intimate confederates, requeſting 
their advice and aſſiſtance in the preſent critical 
fituation of his affairs. They deliberated, whether 
they ſhould abandon all their projects, and fly the 


kingdom; or inſtantly ſeize the palace with the 


force which they could aſſemble; or rely upon the 


affections of the citizens, who were generally known 


P Camden, p. 630. Birch's Manatee wal il. p. 46. State 
Trials Pacon, vol. iv. p. 542, 543. 
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earls of Southampton and Rutland, the lords Sandys 
and Monteagle, with about three hundred gentle. 
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to have a great attachment to the earl. Eſſex de- & 5 P. 
clared againſt the firſt expedient, and profeſſed him- 

ſelf determined to undergo any fate rather than ſub- 1601. 
mit to live the life of a fugitive. To ſeize the pa- 

lace ſeemed impracticable, without more prepara- 

tions; eſpecially as the queen ſeemed now aware of 

their projects, and, as they heard, had uſed the pre- 

caution of doubling her ordinary guards. There 


| remained, therefore, no expedient but that of be- 
| taking themſelves to the city; and, while the pru- 
| dence and feaſibility of this refolution was under de- 
| bate, a perſon arrived, who, as if he had received a 
| commiſſion for the purpoſe, gave them aſſurance of 
| the affections of the Londoners, and affirmed, that 
| they might ſecurely reſt any project on that founda- 
tion. The popularity of Eſſex had chiefly buoyed 
him up in all his vain undertakings; and he fondly 
| imagined, that with no other aſſiſtance than the 
good-will of the multitude, he might overturn Eli. 
| abeth's government, confirmed by time, revered 
for wiſdom, ſupported by vigour, and concurring 
with the general ſentiments of the nation. The 
[vid project of railing the city was immediately re- 
ſolved on; the execution of it was delayed till next 
day; and emiffaries were diſpatched to all Eſſex's 
friends, informing them that Cobham and Raleigh 
Lad laid ſchemes againſt his life, and entreating their 
Ifelence and aſſiſtance. 


NzxT day there appeared at Efſex-houſe the 84h rev. 


men of good quality and fortune; and Eſſex in- 
armed them of the danger to which he pretended 
he machinations of his enemies expoſed him. 
lo ſome he ſaid, that he would throw himſelf at the 
Iveen's feet, and crave her juſtice and protection: 
Lo others, he boaſted of his intereſt in the city, 
kd affirmed, that whatever might happen, this 
| reſource 
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formed of theſe deſigns, by means of intelligence 
conveyed, as is ſuppoſed, to Raleigh, by ſir Ferdi. 
nando Gorges; and, having ordered the magi. rate; 
of London to keep the citizens in readin« „ ie 
ſent Egerton, lord! Keeper, to Eflex-houſe. Twit the 


carl of Worceſter, fir William Kno! 1ys, controller, Will | 
and Popham, chief juitice, in orde x to learn the 
cauſe of theſe unuſual commotions. They were F 
with difficulty admitted through a wicket; but all Wil { 
their ſervants were excluded except the pure. | | 6 
bearer. After ſome altercation, in which N 0 
charged Eſlex s retainers, upon their allegiance, to if o 
lay down their arms, and were i nenaced, in t! heir ti un, I 
by the angry multitude who furrounded them, the n 
earl who found that matters were paſt recall, reſolved Ml þ 
to leave them priſoners in his houſe, and to proceed a 
to the execution of his former project. He fallied ll c 
forth with about two hundred attendants, armed e 
only with walking ſwords ; and in his pail: age tothe an 
city was joined by the earl of Bedford and brd 
Cromwel. He cried aloud, For the quee:: / fir the be 
queen! a plet is laid LIE my life. and then proceed. Wl th 
ed to the houſe of Smith the ſheriis, en whole did 
ne had great reliance. The citizens flocked about WM tri 
tim in amazement; but though he told them tat Mea 
England was ſold to the lnfanta, and exhorted them br 
% arm inſtantly, otherwiſe they could not do hin att 
any ſervice, no one ithewed a diſpoſition to 10MM wa 
him. The ſheriff, on the earl's aproach to bi, 
ti Ape ſtole out at the back door, and made the bellire: 
+ his way to the mayor. Ellex, 1canwhile, ob 
ierving the coldneſs of the citizens, and Ucarüg Was 
that he was pi roclaimed a traitor by the carl oof. 
OY mberland and lor d Burleigh, began 10 deſpar l 
lucceſs, and thought of delreating to his own houle on 
He oynd [ e Wen in his paſſage barricadoed u; 
Suarded by the citizens under the 3 * 


1 Ohl 
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John Leviſon. In his attempt to force his way, 
| Tracy, a young gentleman to whom he bore great 
| friendſhip, was killed with two or three of the Lon- 
| doners ; and the carl himſelf, attended by a few of 
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| his partiſans (ior the greater part began ſecretly to 
| vithdraw themſelves), retired towards the river, and 


| taking boat, arrived at Efſex- houſe. He there 
| found that Gorges, whom he had ſent before to ca- 
| pitulate with the lord Keeper and the other coun- 
| ſellors, had given all of them their liberty, and had 
| gone to court with them. He was now reduced to 
| deſpair ; and appeared determined, in proſecution 


| aſt extremity, and rather to perith, like a brave 


| of lord Sandys's advice, to defend himfelf to the 


_ I9th Feb, 


H:s trial. 


nan, with his ſword in his hand, than baſely by the 
| WH hands of the executioner : But after ſome parley, 
| Wh and after demanding in vain, firit hoſtages, then 
| Wl conditions, from the befiegers, he ſurrendered at diſ- 
4 Wl cretion ; requeſting only civil treatment, and a fair 
ic end impartial hearing“. = CL So, 
d Tus queen, who during all this commotion had 
be WW behaved with as great tranquillity and ſecurity as if 
d. WM there had only paſſed a fray in tae {treets, in which 
id Wi ſhe was nowiſe concerned *, ſoon gave orders for the 
wut MM trial of the molt conſiderable of the criminals. The 
* 


bat earls of Eſſex and Southampton were arraigned be- 


em bre a jury of tweniy-five peers, where Buckhurſt 


im ⸗dted as lord ſteward. The guiit of the priſoners 
eng vas too apparent to admit of any doubt; and, be- 
büßt des the inſurrection known to every body, the 
bei realonable conterences at Drury-honſe were proved 
ob by undoubted evidence. Sir Ferdinando Gorges 
as produced in court: The confeflions of the earl 


Monteagle, of Davers, Blount, and Davies, were 


Camden, p. 632. r Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 469. 
| TRE "hat 


of Rutland, of the lords Cromwel, Sandys, and 


oaly read to the peers, -. cording to the practice of 
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his aſſurance in inſiſting ſo poſitively on his inno- 
cence, and the goodneſs of his intentions; and ſtil 
more at his vindictive diſpoſition, 3 jn accuſing, with. 
out any appearance of reaſon, ſecretary Cecil a; 2 
partifan of the Infanta's title. The ſecretary, who 


had expected this charge, ſtepped into the court 


and challenged Eſſex to produce his authority, 


which, on examination, was found extremely weak 
and frivolous! When ſentence was pr: mounced, 


Eſſex ſpoke like a man who expected nothing but | 
death: But he added, that he ſhould he lorcy if " 


were repreſented to the queen as a perlon that de. 
ſpiſed her clemency; ; though he ſhould not, he be. 
lieved, make any cringing ſubmiſſions to obtain it, | 
Southampton* s behaviour was more mild and tub} 


miſſive: He entreated the good offices of the peers 


in ſo modeſt and becoming a Manner as excited | 


compaſſion in every one. 
Tur moſt remarkable cdreanitiines in Efſex's| 


trial was Bacon's appearance againit him. He was 


none of the crown lawyers; fo was not obliged by 
his office to aſſiſt at this trial: Yet did he not {cru- 
ple, in order to obtain the queen's favour, to be 


active in bereaving of lite his friend and patron, 
whoſe generoſity he had often experienced. He 


compared Eſſex's conduct, in pretending to fear the 
attempts of his adverſation, to that of Piſiſtratus the 
Athenian, who cut and wounded his own body; 
and, making the people believe that his enemies had 
committed the violence, obtained a guard for hi 
perſon, by whoſe afſiſtance he afterwards ſubdued 


the liberties of his country. 


 ArTxR Eſſex had paſſed ſome days in the ſolitude 
and reflections of a prifon, his proud heart was at 
laſt as. not by the fear of death, but by te 


a 3 vol. ir. p- 535. | 
” ſentiments! 
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ſentiments of religion; a principle which he had be- 
fore attempted to make the inſtrument of his am- 


his mind, and prevailed over every other motive and 
conſideration. His ſpiritual direQors perſuaded him, 
that he never could ohtain the pardon of heaven, 
unleſs he made a full confeſſion of his difloyalty ; 
and he gave in to the council an account of all his 
criminal deſigns, as well as of his correſpondence 


| with the king of Scots. He ſpared not even his 


bition, but which now took a more firm hold of 
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moſt intimate friends, ſuch as lord Mountjoy, 


whom he had engaged in theſe conſpiracies; and he 
| fought to pacify his preſent remorſe | by making ſuch 
| atonements as, in any other period of his lite, he 
| would have deemed more blameable than thoſe at- 
| tempts themiclves which were the objects of his 
| penitence *. Sir Harry Nevil, in particular, a man 
of merit, he accuſed of a correſpondence with the 
conſpirators ; ; though it appears that this gentleman 
| had never afſented to the propoſals made him, and 


— 


7 WH four naturally bears the ſtrongeſt reluctance” Ne- 
u- WF vil was thrown into priſon, and underwent a ſevere 
ve Wl perſecution : But, as the queen found Mountjoy an 
n, able and ſucceſsful commander, ſhe continued him 
le Win his government, and lacrificed her reſentment 


he Who the public ſervice. 
no ELIZABETH affected 1 the praiſe of cle- 
ly; Winency ; and in every great example which ſhe had 


| was no farther criminal than in not revealing the 
C carl's treaſon ; an office to which every man of ho- 


nal Wmade during her reign, {hc had alw ays appeared 
his Mull of reluctance and Hefitation: Bat the preſent. 
vel hituation of Eſſex called forth all her tender affec- 


lons, and kept her in the molt real agitation and 
heGlaton, She felt a perpetual combat between 


ud 
18 al 
the 


cD 


2 Winwood, vol. i. p. 300, hid. vol. i. p. 302. 
ens ur! 
5 vourite; 


elentment and nchriation, pride and compaſſion, 
the care of her own ſafe y and concern {or. her fa- 
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c H 4 P. vourite; and her ſituation, during this interval, vas | 
— — perhaps more an object of pity than that to which Ml 

1601. Eſſex himſelf was reduced. She ſigned the warrant WF 

for his execution; ſhe countermanded it; ſhe again 2 
reſolved on his death ; ſhe felt a new return of ten. 
derneſs. Eſſex's enemies told her, that he him'el: IM 7 
defired to die, and had affured her, that ſhe could Wil © 
never be in latety while he lived: It is likely that n 
this proof of penitence and of concern for her wound WM 1 
produce a coutr " effect to what they intended ; nd W 
would revive all the fond affection which fhe had bp g 
Jong indulged towards the unhappy priſoner. 15 BL 
what chiefly hardened her heart againſt him was his Ml 
ſuppoſed obſtinacy in n ever making, as ſhe hourly = © 
xpected, any application to her for mercy ; and the e 
finally gave her confent to his execution. He dil. D1 
covered at his death ſymptoms rather of penitence Pe 
- and piety t than of . ; and willingly acknowledped | I 
sth Feb. 112 jultice of the ſentence by which he ſuffered. "The = 
8 execution wos priv vate in the Tower, agrecably to 2 
bis own requeſt, He was apprehen five, be ſg el | il} 
the favour and compaſſion of the people would th ill i 
much raife his heart in thoſe moments, when 75 ne. 
miliation under the afflicting hand of Heaven was the eat 
only proper ſentiment x vhich he could mange ah 


| 4 
And the queen, no hs thought that prudence | {lil 


required the re e ot ſo melancholy a ſpectace e. 
from the pub: ic eye. Sir Walter Raleigh, who WM 00! 
came to the Lower on purpoſe, and Who behed il len 
Eſſex's execution from a window, increaſed much tho 
by this action the general hatred under which he al- Pre 
ready laboured : It was thought that his lle inten 8 
tion was to feaſt his eyes with the death of an ene. Me. 
my; and no apology which he could make for lo al 
ungenerous a conduct, could be accepted by the pub - que. 
lic. The cruelty and animoſity with which he urged ey 
on Eſſex's fate, even when Cecil relented“, welch = 

Were 


* Dr. Barlow's ſermon on Eſſex's execution, Bacon, vol. iv 


p. 534. 1 Murdin, p. ri. N 
I" 


LIE III. 


fill regarded as the principles of this unmanly be. CHap. 


haviour. | 
Tk earl of Efſex was but thirty-four years of 
age, when his raſhneſs, imprudence, and violence, 
brought him to this untimely end. We mult here, 
as in many other inſtances, lament the inconſtancy 
of human nature, that a perſon endowed with ſo 
many noble virtues, generoſity, fincerity, friendſhip, 
ralour, eloquence, and indultry, thould, in the lat- 


governable paſſions, and involved not omy himſelt 
but many of his friends in utter ruin. The queen's 
tenderneſs and paſſion for him, as it was the cauſe 


of thoſe premature honours, which he attained, 
ſeems, on the whole, the chief circumſtance which 


| brought on his anhappy late. Confident of her 
partiality towards him, as well as of his own merit, 
he treated her with a baughtineſs which neither her 
love nor her dignity could bear; and as her amo- 


ter period of his life, have given reins to his un- 
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| rous inclinations, } in ſo advanced an age, would na- 


| {till made advantage, induced him to venture on 
new provocations, till he puſhed her beyond all 
bounds of patience; and he forgot, that though the 


0 

a entiments of the woman were ever ſtrong in her, 
. Wl thoſe of the lovereign had itil! „in the end, appeared 
e predominant. 

Nt SOME of Eſſex's . Cu fe, Davers, Blount, 
ne. Meric, and Davies, were tried and condemned, and 
- (off #1! of theſe, except Davies, were executed. The 
ub queen pardoned the reſt; being perſuaded that 


gel ey were drawn in merely from their friendſhip to 
rere dat nobleman, and their care of his ſafety; and 


tentions. 


| Vere Ignorant of the more criminal part of his in- 


| turally make her appear ridiculous, if not odious, 
in his eyes, he was engaged by an imprudent Open» 
| nels, of which he made profeſſion, to dilcover too 
cafilx thoſe ſentiments to her. The many recon- 

| ciliations and returns of affection, of which he had 
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e HAP. tentions. Southampton's life was ſaved with great 
— . difficulty. But he was detained in priſon durin 

1601. the remainder of this reign. 

Tux king of Scots, apprehenſive leſt his corre. 
ſpondence with Eſſex might have been diſcovered, 
and have given offence to Elizabeth, ſent the an 
of Marre and lord Kinloſs as ambaſſadors to Eng. 
land, in order to congratulate the queen on her 
eſcape from the late inſurrection and conſpirach. 
They were alſo ordered to make ſecret inquiry 
whether any meaſures had been taken by her for 
excluding him from the ſucceſſion, as well as tg 
diſcover the inclinations of the chief nobility and 
counſellors, in caſe of the queen's demiſe*. They WM ir 

found the diſpoſitions of men as favourable as they V 
could with; and they even entered into a corre. ee 
Tpondence with ſecretary Cecil, whoſe influence, m 
after the fall of Efſe», was now uncontrolled *, and qi 
who was reſolved, by this policy, to acquire in time WW hc 

the confidence of the ſuccefſor. He knew how na 

Jealous Elizabeth ever was of her authority, and he ne 
therefore carefully concealed from her his attachment WF far 
to James: But he atterwards afterted, that nothing Wl zcc 
could be more advantageous to her than this cor- Noce 
reſpondence ; becauſe the king of Scots, ſecure of MW mo 
mounting the throne by his undoubted title, aided WM bet 
by thoſe connexions with the Engliſh miniſtry, was 
the leſs likely to give any diſturbance to the preſent 
ſovereign. He allo perſuaded that prince to fe. 
main in quiet, and patiently to expect that time 
ſhould open to him the inheritance of the crown, 
without puſhing his friends on deſperate enterpriſes 
which would totally incapacitate them from ſerving 
him. James's equity, as well as his natural facility 

* of dilpoſition, eaſily inclined him to embrace that 
Telſolution *; and in this manner the minds of the 
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Engliſh were ſilently but univerſally diſpoſed to © H A e. 
admit, without oppoſition, the ſucceſſion of the — 
Scottiſh line: The death of Eflex, by putting an 15601. 
end to faction, had been rather favourable than 
prejudicial to that great event. 5 

Taz French king, who was little prepoſſeſſed in 
| favour of James, and who, for obvious reaſons, 
| was averſe to the union of England and Scotland *, 
| made his ambaſſador drop ſome hints to Cecil of 
| Henry's willingneſs to concur in any meaſure for 
| diſappointing the hopes of the Scottiſh monarch ; 
| but as Cecil ſhewed an entire diſapprobation of ſuch 
| ſchemes, the court of France took no farther ſteps 
in that matter; and thus, the only foreign power 
| which could give much dilturbance to James's fuc- 
ceſſion, was induced to acquieſce in it“. Henry þ...., 
made a journey this ſummer to Calais; and the atfairs. 
| queen hearing of his intentions went to Dover, in 
hopes of having a perſonal interview with a mo— 
| narch, whom, of all others, ſhe moſt loved and 
moſt reſpected. The king of France, who felt the 
| ame ſentiments towards her, would gladly have 
accepted of the propoſal ; but as many difficulties 
| occurred, it appeared neceſſary to lay aſide, by com- 
mon conſent, the project of an interview. Eliza- 
| beth, however, wrote ſucceſſively two letters to 
Henry, one by Edmondes, another by ſir Robert 
Sydney; in which ſhe expreſſed a deſire of confer- 
ring, about a buſineſs of importance, with ſome 
miniſter in whom that prince repoſed entire confi- 
dence. The marquis of Roſui, the king's favourite 
e nd prime miniſter, came to Dover in diſguiſe; and 


ing the Memoirs of that able ſtateſman contain a full 
lity account of his conference with Elizabeth. This 


princeſs had formed a ſcheme for eſtabliſhing, in 
Conunttion with Henry, a new ſyſtem in Europe, 
pad of fixing a durable balance of power, by the 


Winwood, vol. i. p. 352. 4 Spotſwood, p. 471. 
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Auſtria, She had even the prudence to foreſee the 
perils which might enſue from the aggrandiſement 
of her ally; and ſhe purpoſed to unite all the ſeven. 
tecn provinces of the Low Countries in one re. 
public, in order to form a perpetual barrier : againit 


the dangerous increaſe of the French as well as of 


meditated ſuch a project againſt the Auſtrian family; 


| 

| 

F 

the Spaniſh monarchy. . Henry had himſelf long WM 
j 


and Roſni could not forbear expreſſing his aſtoniſh. 


ment, when he found that Elizabeth and his maſter, n 


though they had never communicated their ſent Fi 


ments on this ſubject, not only had entered into the r. 


ſame general views, but had alſo formed the ſame v 


plan for their execution. Ihe affairs, however, a 1: 


France were not yet brought to a ſituation which d 
might enable Henry ro begin that great enterprile; Nei 
and Roſni ſatisfied the queen, that it would be wi 
neceſſary to poſtpone for ſome years their united MM de 
attack on the houſe of Auſtria, He departed, filled WM ſhi 
with juſt admiration at the ſolidity of Elizabetl's Ml th: 
ase and the greatneſs of her mind; and he an 
owns, that the was entirely worthy of that high 1e. va 
putation which the enjoyed in Europe. by 
Tye queen's magnanimity in forming ſuch ex | gre 
 renlfive projects was the more remarkable, as, bein 
tives her having fallen fo far into the decline of If FP 
the affairs of Ireland, though conducted with ab. anc 
lities and ſuccels, were {till in diſorder, and made tro: 
great diverſion of her forces. The expence, in bl 
curred by this war, lay heavy upon her narrovghlp ns 
revenues, and her ene taking advantage Ho 
her diſpoſition to frugality, propoled to het ben 
expedient of ſaving, which, though the at firii te 
approved of it, ſhe was at loft duced to embrace] 0! 1 
It was repreſented to her, that the great ſums ad 
money remitted to Ireland for the pay of terer 


Englith forces, came, by the neceſſary courle 0 


circulation, into the hands of the rebels, and el 
| ple 
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bled chem to buy abroad all neceſſary ſupplies of Har. 


arms and ammunition, which, from the extreme 
poverty of that kingdom, and its want of every uſe- 
ful commodity, they could not otherwiſe find means 
to purchaſe. It was therefore recommended to her, 
that ſhe ſhould pay her forces in baſe money z 2 
it was aſſerted, that, beſides the great ſaving to the 
revenue, this Tpecien: of coin could never be ex- 
ported with advantage, and would not pals in any 


| foreign market. Some of her wiſer counſellors 
maintained, that if the pay of the ſoldiers were raiſed 
in proportion, the Iriſh rebels would neceſſarily 
| reap the fame benefit from the bale money, which 
would always be taken at a rate ſuitable to its va— 
lue; if the pay were not raifed, there would be 
| danger of a mutiny among the troops, who, whats 
| ever names might be aſſixed to the pieces of metal, 
would ſoon find from experience, that they were 
| defrauded in their income *. But Elizabeth, though 
| ſhe juſtly valued herſelf on fixing the ſtandard ot 
the Englih coin, much debaſed by her predeceſſors, 
and had erde very little in that delicate article, 
vas ſeduced by the ſpecious arguments employed 
by the treaſurer on this occaſion; and ſhe coined a 
| great quantity of bate money, which he made ule of 

in the pay of her forces in Ireland“. i” 


MovuxTJory, the deputy, was a man of abilities; 


| and foreſeeing the danger of mutiny among the 
| troops, he led them inſtantly into the field, and re- 
 iolved, by means of ſtrict diſcipline, and by keep- 
ing them employed againſt the enemy, to obviate 
| thoſe inc onveniences Which were juſtly to be appre- 
[iended. He made military roads, and built a for- 
treſs at Moghery ; he drove the Mac. Geniſes out 
of Lecale ; he harafſed Tyrone in Uliter with in- 
[roads 5 leſſer expeditions; and, by deſtroying 
[everywhere, and during all ſraſons, the pee ien 
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a hundred and fifty men, found himſelf obliged t 
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he woods and moraſſes, to which they were 
obliged to retreat. At the ſame time, fir Henry 
Docwray, who commanded another body of troops, 
took the caſtle of Derry, and put garriſons into 
Newton and Ainogh ; and having ſeized the mona. 
ſtery of Donnegal near Balliſhannon, he threy 
troops into it, and defended it againſt the aſſaults WW 
of O'Donnel and the Iriſh. Nor was fir Georg: IM | 
Carew idle in the province of Munſter. He ſeized ! 


the titular earl of Deſmond, and ſent him over, 1 

with Florence Macarty, another chieftain, priſonet IM * 

to England. He arreſted many ſuſpected perſons, 1 
and took hoſtages from others. And, having gottena WW : 

0 


reinforcement of two thouſand men from England, b 
he threw himſelf into Corke, which he ſupplied W 
with arms and proviſions ; and he put every thing x 
in a condition for reſiſting the Spaniſh invaſion, W 
which was daily expected. The deputy, informed 
of the danger to which the ſouthern provinces were 
expoſed, left the proſecution of the war againſt Ty. W 7 
rone, who was reduced to preat extremities ; 3 and n 
he marched with his army into Munſter, % 

Ar laſt the Spaniards, under don John d' Aquila, WW M 
arrived at Kinſale; and fir Richard Piercy, who MW 
commanded in the town with a ſmall garriſon of 


abandon it on their appearance. Theſe invaders 
azmounted to four thouſand men, and the Iriſh dil. 
covered a ſtrong propenſity to join them, in order . 
to free themſelves from the Engliſh government, MW. 
with which they were extremely diſcontented. On: 
chief Fre ot their complaint was the introduc- 
tion of trials by jury *; an inſtitution abhorred by 
that people, though nothing contributes more t0 
the ſupport of that equity and liberty, for which 
the Engliſh laws ; are ſo july celebrated. The lik 


8 Camleu, Pe 044, 
21d 
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alſo bore a great favour to the Spaniards, having © 
entertained the opinion that they themſelves were 


neral in the holy wwar for the preſervation of the faith 
in Ireland; and he endeavoured to perſuade the 
people that Elizabeth was, by ſeveral hulls of the 
pope, deprived of her crown ; that her ſubjects were 


abſolved from their oaths of allegiance ; and that 


| the Spaniards were come to deliver the Iriſh trom 
| the dominion of the devil *, Mountjoy found it 
| neceſſary to act with vigour, in order to prevent a 
| total inſurrection of the Iriſh; and, having collected 
his forces, he formed the ſiege of Kinſale by land; 
while fir Richard Leviſon, with a ſmall ſquadron, 


deſcended from that nation; and their attachment to 
the catholic religion proved a new cauſe of affection 
to the invaders. D' Aquila aſſumed the title of ge- 
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blockaded it by ſea. He had no ſooner begun his 


| operations, than he heard of the arrival of another 


body of two thouſand Spaniards under the com- 


mand of Alphonſo Ocampo, who had taken poſ- 
leſſion of Baltimore and Berehaven; and he was 
| obliged to detach fir George Carew to oppole their 


| Surley, Tirel baron of Kelly, and other NES 22:20 
of the Iriſh, had joined Ocampo with all their forces, 
and were marching to the relief of Kinſale. The 
deputy, informed of their deſign by intercepted 
|| letters, made preparations to receive them; z and, be- 
ing reinforced by Leviſon with ſix hundred marines, 
Ihe poſted his troops on an advantageous ground, 
uhich lay on the paſiage of the enemy leaving ſome 


3 ry to prevent 1 {ally from d Aquila and the 
by Spanith garriſon. When Tyrone, with a detach- 


10 
ich Uurpriſed to find the Engliſh lo well poſted, and 
ri Panged in good order; and he immediately ſounded 
q retreat: But the deputy gave orders to purſue 
75 Camden, p. 645. 
pus | 


Ez him; 


progreſs. Tyrone, meanwhile, with Randal, Mac- 


nent of Iriſh and Spaniards, approached, he was 
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Octob. 27. 
A parli ? 
Nicht. 


perilous to diſtinguiſh themfelves in civil and mid 


"Aﬀorder: he followed them to the main body, whom 
he alſo attacked, and put to Hiy aht, with the ſlaugh. 
ter of twelve hundred men“. Gent Was taken 


priſoner; Tyrone fled into Ulſter; O'Donnel made 


his eſcape into Spain; and d' Aquila, finding bim. 
ſelf reduced to the greateſt difficulties, was obliged 


to capitulate upon ſuch terms as the deputy pre. 


ſcribed to him : He furrendered Kinſale and Bali. 
more, and agreed to evicuate the kingdom. "This 
great blow, joined to other ſucceſſes, gained by Wil 
mot, governor of Kerry, and by Roger and Garin 


Harvey, threw the rebels into diſmay, and gave a | 


proſpect of the final reduction of Ireland. 

III Irifh war, though ſucceſsful, was extremely 
burthenſome on the queen's revenue; and beſide; 
the ſupplies granted by parliament, which were in. 
decd very ſmall: but which they ever regarded 
mighty conceſſions, ſhe had been obliged, notwiit- 


ſtanding ber great frugality, to employ other expe 


dients, luch as ſelling the royal demelnes, and crown 
jewel>*, and exacting loans irom the people in 
order to ſupport this cauſe, ſo eſſential to the honour 


and intereſts of England. he necetlity of her | 


affairs obliged her again to ſummon a parliament; 
and it here appeared, that, though old age was ad. 


vancing fait upon her, though ſhe had lot much of 


her popularity by the unfortunare execution of Een, 


inſomuch that, when ſhe appeared in public, ie 


m 5 


wa- not attended with the uſual acclamations “. vet 

the powers of her prerogative, ſupported by vigour, 

ſtill remained as high and uncontrollable as Ever. 
Fax :ctive reign ot Elizabeth had enabled many 


«59 
11) 


tary employments ; and the queen, W ho was not 


able, rom her revenue, to give them any rewads 


| Wirwood, vol. i. p. 369. * D'Ewes, p. 629. 
bid. m Ibid, p. 602, Oſborne, p. 604. 


propos 
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prop portioned to their ſervices, had made uſe of an 


expedient which had been employed by her prede- 


ceſſor, but which had never been carried to ſuch 
an extreme as under her adminiſtration. She 
ranted her ſervants and courtiers patents for mo- 
nopolies; and theſe patents they ſold to others, who 
were thereby enabled to raiſe commodities to what 


price they pleaſed, and who put invincible reſtraints 


upon all commerce, induſtry, and emulation in 
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the arts. It is aſtoniſhing to conſider the nuniber 


and importance of thoſe commodities, which were 
thus aſſigned over to patentees. Currants, ſalt, 
iron, powder, cards, calt-ſkins, fells, pouidavies, 
ox-ſhin-bones, train oil, liits of cloth, pot-afhes 

anniſeeds, vinegar, ſea-coals, ſteel, aquavitze, 
bruſhes, pots, bottles. ſalt-petre, lead, accidence, oll, 
calamine- ſtone, oil of blubber, glaſſes, paper, ſtarch, 
tin, ſulphur, new drapery, dried pilchards, tranf- 
portation of iron ordnance, of beer, of hora, of 
leather, importation of Spaniſh wool, of Iriſh yarn : 


Theſe are but a part of the commodities which had 


been appropriated to monopoliſts", When this liit 
| was read in the houſe, a member cried, i not 
| bread in the number? Bread ! ſaid every one with 
| aſtoniſhment : Les, / afure you, replied he, if affuirs 
| 29 on at this rate, we pal haverbread reduced to. a 
| monopoly before next parliament *. Theſe mono- 
poliſts were 0 exorbitant in their demands, that in 
| lone places they raiſed the price of ſalt from ſix- 
teen· pence a buſhel, to fourteen or fifteen ſhillings v. 

Such high profits naturally begat intruders upon 
their commerce; and, in order to ſecure themſelves 
| ge Ut encroackments, the patentees were armed 
| with high and arbitrary powers from the council, by 
| which they were enab led to oppreſs the people at 
| picalure, and to exact money from ſuch as they 


| tought pr Oper to accu! ie of Interiering with their 


n 2 Ewcs, P» 648. 650. 652 25 bid. P · 648. 
P Ibid. p. 047+ 
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patent . The patentees of ſaltpetre having the 
power of entering into every houſe, and of com. 
mitting what havoc they pleaſed in ſtables, cellars, 
or wherever they ſuſpected ſalt- petre might be ga. 


| thered, commonly extorted money from thoſe who 


defired to free themſelves from this damage or 
trouble. And while all domeſtic intercoufſe Was 
thus reſtrained, leſt any ſcope ſhould remain for 
induſtry, almoſt every ſpecies of foreign commerce 


was confined to excluſive companies, who bought 


and ſold at any price that they themſelves thought 


proper to offer or exact. 


TIIESsE grievances, the moſt intolerable for the 


preſent, and the moſt pernicious in their conſe. 


quences that ever were known in any age, or under 


any government, had been mentioned in the laſt 


parliament, and a petition had even been preſented 
to the queen complaining of her patents; but the 
ſtill perſiſted in defending her monopoliſts agaiuit 


Her Se A bill was now introduced into the 


lower houſe, aboliſhing all theſe monopolies ; and as 


the former application had been unſucceſsful, a law 


was inſiſted on as the only certain expedient for cor- 


recting theſe abules. The courtiers, on the other 


band, maintained that this matter regarded the pre- 


rogative, and that the commons could never hope 
for ſucceſs if they did not make application, in the 
moſt humble and reſpectful manner, to the queen's 


goodneſs and beneficence. Ihe topics which were 


advanced in the houſe, and which came equally 
from the courtiers and the country gentlemen, and 


vere admitted by both, will appear the moſt extra 


ordinary to ſuch as are prepotlefſed with an idea of 
the privileges enjoyed by the people during that 


age, and of the liberty poſſoſſed under the admit 
ſtration of Elizabeth. It was afferted, that the 


queen inherited both an enlarging Auch  reſtrai ung 


C D*Ewes, p. 644, 646. 652. f Ipid. p. 653 
5 power; 
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ELIZABETH. 
power; by her prerogative ſhe might ſet at liberty 


what was reſtrained by ſtatute or otherwiſe, and by 


her prerogative ſhe might reſtrain what was other- 


wiſe at liberty“: That the royal prerogative was not 


to be canvaſſed, nor diſputed, nor EASE r and 
did not even admit of any limitation“: That abſo— 
Jute princes, ſuch as the ſovereigns 4 England, 


| were a {pecles of divinity *: *: That it was in vain to 
| attempt tying the queen's s hands by laws or ſtatutes; _ 
| ſince, by means of her diſpenſing power, ſhe conld 
| looſen herſelf at pleaſure? : And that even if a 
| clauſe ſhould be annexed to a ſtatute, excluding her 
| diſpenfing power, the could firſt diſpenſe with that 
| clauſe, and then with the ftatute*. After all this 
diſcourſe, more worthy of a Turkiſh divan than of 
an Engliſh houſe of commons, according to our 


preſent idea of this aſſembly, the queen, who per- 


| ceived how odious monopolies had become, and 
| what heats were likely to ariſe, ſent for the ſpeaker, 
| and defired him to acquaint the houſe, that the 
| would immediately cancel the moſt proven and 

| oppreſſive of theſe” patents“. 


IE houſe was {truck with aſtoniſhment, and 


| admiration, and gratitude, at this extraordinary i in- 
ttance of the queen's goodnels and condeſcenſion. 
A member faid, with tears in his eyes, that if a 
| ſentence of everlatting happineſs had been pro- 
nounced in his favour, he could not have felt more 
joy than that with which he was at preſent over- 
vwhelmed'. Another obſerved, that this meſſage 
trom the ſacred perſon of the queen was a kind of ; 
goſpel or glad- tidings, and ought to be received as 
luch, and be written in the tablets of their hearts“. 
And it was farther remarked, that in the ſame man- 
ner as tne Deity would not give his glory to ano- 


D'Ewes. p. Gas 675. * Ibid. p. 644. 649. Re 

v Ibid. p. 646. 654. hic. p. 049, Y Ihid.. 
| * Ibid. p. 640. 646. 2 8ee note [LL] at the end 
of the volume. b'D*Ewes;-p-: 0545 . © Ibid; p. 656. 
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preſent proſperity and happineſs“. The houſe 
voted, That the ſpeaker, with a committee, ſhould 
aſk permiſſion to wait on her majeſty, and return 
thanks to her for her gracious conceſſions to her 
people. 

WE the ſpeaker, with the other binders was 
introduced to the queen, they all flung them(elves 
on their knees; and remained in that poſture a con- 
Rderable time, till the thought proper to expreſs her 
defire that they ſhould riſe*. The ſpeaker diſplayed 
the gratitude of the commons; becauſe her ſacred 


ears were ever open to hear them, and her bleſſed 
Hands ever ſtretched out to relieve them. They 


acknowledged, he ſaid, in all duty and thankfulneſ 
acknowledged, that before they called, her prevent- 


ing grace and 4. deſerving goodneſs watched ove 


them for their good ; more ready to give than they 
could defire, much leſs deſerve. He remarked, 
that the attribute which was moſt proper to God, to 
perform all he promiſeth, appertained allo to her; 
and that ſhe was all truth, all conſtancy, and all 
goodneſs. And he concluded with theſe expreſſions: 
Neither do we preſent our thanks in words, or 
* any outward fign, which can be no ſufficient re. 
5 tribution for ſo great goodnefs ; but in all duty 
© and thankfulneſs, proſtrate at your feet, we pre. 
* {ent our molt loyal and thankful hearts, even the 
„ laſt drop of blood in our hearts, and the lai 


& fpirit of breath in our noſtrils, to be poured out, 


to be breathed up for your fafety *.” The queen 


© D*Ewes, p . 657, 

© We WW 7 Hentzner's Travels, that no one ſpoke to 
queen Elizabeth without Kneeling 3 though now and ken! {ne 

raiſed ſome with waving her hand. Nay, wherever he turas i 

her cye, every one fell on his knees, Her ſucceſſor f. rſt al 
his courtiers to omit this CEreMoOony ; and as he exerted w the 
power, lo he relinquiſhed the appearance of deſporiim. Lech 
hen queen k Elizabeth was abſent, thoſe who covered her t table 
though perſons of quality, neither approached It nor retired rod 
it wirhout kneel cling, and that often three times, 


D Ewes, p. 658, 659. 


hears 


ELIZABETH. 
heard very patiently this ſpeech, in which ſhe was 
fattzred in phraſes appropriated to the Supreme 
Being; and ſhe returned an anſwer full of ſuch ex- 
preſſions of tenderneſs towards her people, as ought 
to have appeared fulſome after the late inſtances of 


rigour which ſhe had employed, and from which 


nothing but neceſſity had made her depart. Thus 
was this critical affair happily terminated; and 
Elizubeth, by prudently receding, in time, fro m part 


of her prerogative, maintained her dignity and pre- 


ſerved the affections of her people. 


THz commons granted her a ſupply quite unpre- 


cedented, of four ſubſidies and eight fifteenths; 
and they were ſo dutiful as to vote this ſupply be- 


fore they received any ſatisfaction in the buſineſs of 
monopolies, which they | Juſiiy confidered as of the 


utmoſt importance to the intereſt and happineſs of 
the nation. Had they atrempted to extort that 


| conceſſion by keeping the ſupply in ſuſpenſe ; fo 


haughty was the queen's diſpoſition, that this ap- 
pcarance of conſtraint and jealouſy had been ſuffi- 
cient to have produced a denial of all their requeſts, 


and to have forced her into ſome acts of authority 


till more violent and arbitrary. 
Tu remaining events of this reign are neither 


numerous nor important. The queen, finding that 
the Spaniards had involved her in ſo much trouble 
by fomenting and aſſiſting the Iriſh rebellion, re- 
ſolved to give them employment at home; and 


ihe fitted out a ſquadron of nine ſhips, under fir 
Richard Leviſon, admiral, and fir William Monſon, 


| vice-admiral, whom ſhe ſent on an expedition to 
| the coaſt of Spain. The admiral, with part of the 

| ſquadron, met the galleons loaded with treaſure; 
| but was not {trong enough to attack them. The 
| vice-admiral alſo fell in Sth lome rich ſhips ; but 
| they eſcaped for a like reaſon : And theſe two brave 
| ollicers, that their expedition might not prove 


entir ely 
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gence, a very rich carrack had taken ſhelter, 
The harbour was guarded by a caſtle : There were 
eleven gallies ſtationed in it: And the militia of 
the country, to the number, as was believed, of 
twenty thouſand men, appeared in arms on the 
ſhore: Let, notwithſtanding theſe obſtacles, and 
others derived irom the winds and tides, the Engliſh 
ſquadron broke into the harbour, diſmounted the 
guns of the caſtle, ſunk, or burnt, or put to flight, 


the gallies, and obliged the carrack to furrender®?, 
They brought her home to England, and ſhe was 
valued at a million of ducats * : A ſenſible loſs to 


the Spaniards ; and a lupply lil more important to 


Elizabeth! 


TI affairs of Ireland, after the defeat of Ty. 
rone, and the expulſion of the Spantards, haſtened 
to a ſettlement. Lord Mountjoy divided his army 
into ſmall parties, and haraſſed the rebels on every 
ſide. He built Charlemont, and many other ſmall 
forts, which were impregnable to the Iriſh, and 
guarded all the important paſſes of the country: 


The activity of fir Henry Dowcray, and fir Arthur 
Chicheſter permitted no repoſe or ſecurity to the 
rebels: And many of the chieftains, after ſkulking, 


during ſome time, in woods and morafſes. ſubmut- 


ted to mercy, and received ſuch conditions as the 


deputy was pleaſed to impoſe upon them. Tyrone 


bimſelf made application by Arthur Mac-Baron, 
his brother, to be received upon terms; but 


Mountjoy would not admit him except he made an 


* 1 p- 151. h Camden, p. 647. 


i This year the Spaniards began the f. lege of Ostend, v hich 


was bravely defended for five months by fir F rancis Vere. The 
Statcs then reheved him, by ſending a new governor; and on tlie 


whole the ſiege laſted three years, and is computed to ha ve coll 


the lives of a hundred thouſand men. 


-bſolute 


A , — 33 I „ G 1 


E. 


abſolute ſurrender of his life and fortunes to the 
veen's mercy. He appeared before the deputy at 
Millefont, in a habit and poſture ſuitable to his 
preſent fortune; and, after acknowledging hisoffence 
in the moſt humble terms, he was committed to 
| cuſtody by Mountjoy, who intended to bringshim 
over captive into England, to be diſpoſed of at the 
queen's pleaſure. 
Bor Elizabeth was now incapable of receivin 
any ſatisfaction from this fortunate event: She had 
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8 Queen's 


ſickneſs, 


fallen into a profound melancholy; which all the 


advantages of her high fortune, all the glories of 


| her proſperous reign, were unable in any degree to 
| alleviate or aſſuage. Some aſcribed this depreſſion 


| of mind to her repentance of granting a pardon to 
| Tyrone, whom ſhe had always reſolved to bring to 
| condign puniſhment for his treaſons, but who had 
made ſuch intereſt with the miniſters, as to extort a 
| remiſſion from her. Others, with more likelihood, 
accounted for her dejection by a diſcovery which 
| ſhe had made of the correſpondence maintained in 


and infirmities, ſhe imagined herſelf to be expoſed. 
| But there is another cauſe aſſigned for her melan- 


| romantic, but which late diſcoveries ſeem to have 
confirmed“: Some incidents happened which re- 
| vived her tenderneſs for Eſſex, and filled her with 
| the deepeſt forrow for the conſent which ſhe had 
unwarily given to his execution. 


{fortunate expedition againſt Cadiz, obſerving the 
increaſe of the queen's fond attachment towards 
bim, took occaſion to regret, that the neceſſity of 


t ] See the proofs 4 this 3 fact collected i in Birch's 


Negotiations, p- 206. And Merger vol. ii. p. 481• 505, 


te Jc0, &c. 


perlon, 


| her court with her ſucceſſor the king of Scots, and 
by the negle@ to which, on account of her old age 


THE earl of Eſſex, after his return from he 


| choly, which has long been rejected by hiſtorians as 


ber ſervice n him often to be abſent from her 


446 


en A Fo 
XLIV. 
— — 


1603. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


perſon, and expoſed him to all thoſe ill offices, 
which his enemies, more aſliduous in their attend. 
ance, could employ againſt him. She was moved 


with this tender jealouſy ; and, making him the pre, 


ſent of a ring, defired him to keep that pledge of 


her affection, and aſſured him, that into whatever 


diſgrace he ſhould fall, whatever prejudices ſhe 


might be induced to entertain againſt him, yet, if 


he ſent her that ring, ſhe would immediately upon 
the fight of it recal her former tenderneſs, w. ld 
afford him a patient hearing, and would lend a fa. 
vourable ear to his apology. Eſſex, notwithſtand. 
ing all his misfortunes, e this precious gilt 
to the laſt extremity ; but after his trial and con- 


demnation, he reſolved to try the experiment, and | 


he committed the ring to the counteſs of Notting: 


ham, whom he defired to deliver it to the quent. 
The counteſs was prevailed on by her huſband, the 


mortal enemy of Effex, not to execute the com- 


miſſion; and Elizabeth, who {till expected that her 


tavourite would make this laſt appeal to her tender- 
neſs, and who aſcribed the neglect of it to bis in- 
vincible obſtinacy, was, after much delay and many 


internal combats, puſhed by reſentment and policy 


to ſign the warrant for his execution. The countels 
of Nottingham falling into ſickneſs, and affected 


with the near approach of death, was ſeized with 
remorſe for her conduct; and, having obtained a 
viſit from the queen, {he craved her pardon, and 
revealed to her the fatal ſecret. The queen, alto- 
nithed with this incident, burſt into a furious paſſion: 
She ſhook the dying countels in her bed; and cry- 
ing to her, That God might pardon her, but ſhe never 


could, the broke from her, and thenceforth reſignel 
herſelf over to the deepeſt and moſt incurable melan- 


choly. She rejected all conſolation: She even retuled 


food and ſuſtenance : And, throwing herſelf on the 


floor, ſhe remained ſullen hen immoveable, feeding 
her thoughts on her afflictions, and declaring lie 


and 
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and exiſtence an inſufferable burthen to her. Few © n a p. 


words ſhe uttered ; and they were all expreſſive of 

ſome inward grief which ſhe cared not to reveal: 

But ſighs and groans were the chief vent which ſhe 
ave to her deſpondency, and which, though they 


diſcovered her ſorrows, were never able to eaſe or 


aſſuage them. Ten days and nights ſhe lay upon 
the carpet, leaning on cuſhions which her maids 
brought her; and her phyſicians could not perſuade 
her to allow herſelf to be put to bed, much leſs to 


make trial of any remedies which they preſcribed to 


her. Her anxious mind at laſt had ſo long preyed 
on her frail body, that her end was vitibly ap- 
proaching ; and the council, being aflembled, ſent 


XLIV. 
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the keeper, admiral, and ſecretary, to know her 
will with regard to her ſucceſſor. She anſwered 


with a faint voice, that as ſhe had held a regal 


ſceptre, ſhe deſired no other than a royal ſucceſſor. 


Cecil requeſting her to explain herſelf more parti- 


cularly, ſhe ſubjoined, that the would have a king 


to ſucceed her; and who ſhould that be, but her 


neareſt kinſman, the king of Scots? Being then 


| adviſed by the archbiſhop of Canterbury to fix her 


thoughts upon God, ſhe replied, that ſhe did lp, 
nor did her mind in the leaſt wander from him. 


Her voice ſoon after left her; her ſenſes failed; ſhe 


fell into a lethargic lumber, which continued Lone 
| hours; and the expired cently, without farther 
| {itruggle or convulſion, in the leventieth year of her 
| age, and forty-fifth of her reign. _ 


So dark a cloud overcalt the evening of that day, 


which had ſhone out with a mighty luſtre in the 
eyes of all Europe. There are few great perſonages 
in hiſtory who have been more expoſed to the ca- 
lumny of enemies, and the adulation of friends, than 
queen Elizabeth; and yet there is ſcarcely any 
whoſe reputation has been more certainly deter- 


lStrype, vol. iv. No. 276. 1 
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and death, 
24th Mar.; 
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Cc H AP. mined by the unanimous conſent of poſterity. The 


—— unuſual length of her adminiſtration, and the ſtrong 


features of her character, were able to overcome all 


1603. 


prejudices ; and obliging her detractors to abate 
much of their invectives, and her admirers ſome. 


what of their panegyrics, have at laſt, in ſpite of 


political faQtions, and, what is more, of religious 
animoſities, produced a uniform judgment with re. 


gard to her conduct. Her vigour, her conſtancy, 


her magnanimity, her penetration, vigilance, ad- 


dreſs, are allowed to merit the higheſt praiſes, and 


appear not to have been ſurpaſſed by any perſon 
that ever filled a throne : A conduct lets rigorous, 
leſs imperious, more ſincere, more indulgent to her 
people, would have been requiſite to form a perfect 
character. By the force of her mind, ſhe con- 
trolled all her more active and ſtronger qualities, 


and prevented them from running into exceſs: 


Her heroiſm was exempt from temerity, her fru- 


gality from avarice, her friendſhip from partality, 


her aQive temper- from turbulency and a vain am- 
bition : She guarded not herſelf with equal care or 
equal ſucceſs from leſſer infirmities; the rivalſhip of 


love, and the fallies of anger. 


He ſingular talents for government were founded 


beauty, the defire of admiration, the jealouſy of 


equally on her temper and on her capacity. En- 
dowed with a great command over herſelf, ſhe ſoon 
obtained an uncontrolled aſcendant over her people; 
and while ſhe merited all their eſteem by her real 
virtues, ſhe alſo engaged their affections by her pre- 
tended ones. Few ſovereigns of England ſucceeded 
to the throne in more difficult circumſtances ; and 


none ever conducted the government with ſuch uni 


form ſucceſs and felicity. Though unacquainted 
with the practice of toleration, the true ſecret for 
 managivpg religious factions, ſhe preferved her pco- 


ple, by her ſuperior prudence, from thoſe confuſtons 
in which theological controverſy had involved 0 
. „ the 


ABE Tn. 


the neighbouring nations: And though her enemies 
were the moſt powerful princes of Europe, the moſt 
active, the moſt enterpriſing, the leaſt ſcrupulous, 
ſhe was able by her vigour to make deep impreſ- 
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fions on their ſtates: Her own greatneſs meanwhile 


remained untouched and unimpaired. 
Tas wiſe miniſters and brave warriors who flou- 
riſhed under her reign ſhare the praiſe of her ſuc- 


ceſs ; but, inſtead of leflening the applauſe due to 
her, they make great addition to it. They owed 


all of them their advancement to her choice; they 


were ſupported by her conſtancy; and with all their 
abilities they were never able to acquire any undue 
| aſcendant over her. In her family, in her court, in 
| her kingdom, ſhe remained equally miſtreſs : The 
force of the tender paſſions was great over her, but 
the force of her mind was ſtill ſuperior; and the 
combat which her victory viſibly coſt her, ſerves 
only to diſplay the firmneſs. of her reſolution, and | 

| the loftineſs of her ambitious ſentiments. 


Tire fame of this princeſs, though it has ſur- 


| mounted the prejudices both of faction and bigotry, 
pet lies ſtill expoſed to another Prejudice, w which is 
more durable becauſe more natural, and which, ac- 
| cording to the different views in which we ſurvey 
| her, is capable either of exalting beyond meaſure, or 
ö üüminiſhing the luſtre of her character. This pre- 
judice is founded on the belieben of her ſex. 

When we contemplate her as a woman, we are apt 
to be ſtruck with the highelt ara of her great 
; qualities and extenſive capacity; but we are allo a apt 
to require ſome more ſoftneſs of difpofition, ſome 
greater lenity of temper, ſome of thoſe amiable 
| weaknefles by which her ſex is diſt inguiſhed. But 
[the true method of eſtimating her merit. is to lay 
[aide all theſe conſiderations, and conſider her 
merely as a rational being placed in authority, and 
[entruſted with the government of mankind, We 
may 
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CHAP. may find it difficult to reconcile our fancy to her 
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as a wife or a miſtreſs; but her qualities as à 
ſovereign, though with ſome conſiderable excep. 
tions, are the object of n applauſe and 
approbation. 


APPENDIX III. 


Government of England — Revenues —— Commerce 
Military force——M. anufaures——Learn- 


ing. 


HE party among us who have Aitinguiſhed 


themſelves by their adhering to liberty ande 


a 1 government, have long indulged their 


prejudices againſt the ſucceeding race of princes, by Englnd. 


beſtowing unbounded panegyrics on the virtue and 
wiſdom of Elizabeth. They have even been ſo ex- 
tremely ignorant of the tranſactions of this reign, as 
to extol her for a quality, which, of all others, ſne was 
the leaſt poſſeſſed of; a tender regard for the conſti- 
tution, and a concern for the liberties and privileges 
of her people. But as it is ſcarcely poſſible for the 
prepoſſeſſions of party to throw a veil much longer 
over facts fo palpable and undeniable, there is dan- 


Appendix 


III. 


Govern- 
ment of 


ger leſt the public ſhould run into the oppoſite ex- 


treme, and ſhould entertain an averſion to the 
memory of a princeſs who exerciſed the royal au- 
thority in a manner ſo contrary to all the ideas 
which we at preſent entertain of a legal conſtitution. 
But Elizabeth only ſupported the prerogatives 
tranſmitted to her by her predeceſſors: She believed 
that her ſubjects were entitled to no more liberty 
than their anceſtors had enjoyed: She found that 
they entirely acquieſced in her arbitrary adminiſtra- 


tion: And it was not natural for her to find fault 


| with a form of government by which ſhe herſelf 
was inveſted with ſuch unlimited authority. In the 
particular exertions of power the queſtion ought 
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appendix never to be forgotten, What is be? But in the ge- 


III. 


neral diſtribution of power among the ſeveral mem. 
bers of a conſtitution, there can ſeldom be admitted 
any other queſtion than What is eftabliſhed ? Few 
examples occur of princes who have willingly re. 
ſigned their power : None of thoſe who have, with. 


out ſtruggle and reluctance, allowed it to be ex- 
torted from them. If any other rule than eſta. 


bliſhed practice be followed, factione and diſſenſions 
muſt multiply without end: And though many 


conſtitutions, and none more than the Britiſh, have 


been improved even by violent innovations, the 
praiſe beſtowed on thoſe patriots to whom the na- 
tion has been indebted for its privileges, ought to 


be given with ſome reſerve, and ſurely without the 


leaſt rancour againſt thoſe who adhered to the an- 


cient conſtitution !, 
In order to underſtand the ancient conſtitution 


of England, there is not a period which deſerves 
more to be ſtudied than the reign of Elizabeth, 


The prerogatives of this princeſs were ſcarcely ever 
diſputed, and ſhe therefore employed them without 


ſcruple : Her imperious temper, a circumſtance in 


which ſhe went far beyond her ſucceſſors, rendered 


her exertions of power violent and frequent, and 
diſcovered the full extent of her authority : The 


great popularity which ſhe enjoyed proves that ſhe 


did not infringe any e/ablijhed liberties of the peo- 


ple: There remains evidence ſufficient to aſcertain 


the moſt noted acts of her adminiſtration : And 


I By the ancient boats is here meant that which 


: * before the ſettlement of our preſent plan of liberty. 1 bh 


was a more ancient conſtitution, where, though the people had 


perhaps leſs liberty than under the Tudors, yet the king had al- 


10 leſs authority: The power of the Barons was a great check 
upon him, andJexercifed with great tyranny over them. But there 
was ſtill a more ancient conſtitution, viz. that before the ſigning 
of the charters, when neither the people nor the barons had any 
regular privileges ; and the power of the government, during the 
reign of an able prince, was almoſt wholly in the king. The 


Engliſh conſtitution, like all others, has been i in a ate of conti- 


nuul fluctuation. 
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though that evidence muſt be drawn from a ſource App ndix 


wide of the ordinary hiſtorians, it becomes only the 


more authentic on that account, and ſerves as a 


ſtronger proof that her particular exertions of power 
were conceived to be nothing but the ordinary 
courſe of adminiſtration, fince they were not thought' 
remarkable enough to be recorded even by contem- 


porary writers. If there was any difference in this 


particular, the people in former reigns ſeem rather 


to have been more ſubmiſſive than even during the 
age of Elizabeth“: It may not here be improper 
to recount ſome of the ancient prerogatives of the 


crown, and lay open the ſources of that great power 


which the Engliſh monarchs formerly enjoyed. 


Ox of the molt ancient and moſt eſtabliſhed in- 
| ſtruments of power was the court of Star-chamber, 
| which poſſeſſed an unlimited dilcretionary authority 
| of fining, impriſoning, and inflicting corporal pu- 
| niſhment, and whoſe juriſdiction extended to all ſorts 
| of offences, contempts, and diſorders, that lay not 
| within reach of the common law. The members 
of this court conſiſted of the privy council and the 
| judges, men who, all of them, enjoyed their offices 
during pleaſure : And when the prince himſelf was 
| preſent, he was the ſole judge, and all the others 
could only interpoſe with their advice. There 
needed but this one court in any government to put 
an end to all regular, legal, and exact plans of 
| liberty : For who durſt ſet himſelf in oppoſition to 
| the crown and miniſtry, or aſpire to the character 
of being a patron of freedom, while expoled to ſo 
| aþitrary a juriſdiction? I much queſtion whether 


| ® Ina memorial of the ſtate of the realm, drawn by fecretary | 

| Cecil, in 1569, there is this paſſage : © Then followeth the de- 
| * cay of obedience in civil policy, which being compared with 
| © the fearfulneſs and reverence of all inferior eſtates to their ſu- 
| © perzors in times paſt, will aſtoniſh any wiſe and contiderate 

| © perſon, to behold the deſperation of reformation,” Haynes, 
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ur any of the abſolute monarchies in Europe contain 
at preſent ſo illegal and deſpotic a t11bunal. 

Taz court of High Commiſſion was another | Ju- 

riſdiction ſtill more terrible; both becauſe the crime 

of hereſy of which it wk cognizance, was more 

undefinable than any civil oftence, and becauſe its 

methods of inquiſition, and of adminiſtering oaths, 

were more contrary to all the moſt ſimple ideas of 

_ Juſtice and equity. The fines and impriſonments 

impoſed by this court were frequent: The depriva- 

1 tions and ſuſpenſions of the clergy for nonconform- 
1 ity were alſo numerous, and comprehended at one 
| time the third of all the eccleſiaſtics of England. 
The queen, in a letter to the archbiſhop of Canter. 
bury, ſaid expreſsly, that ſhe was reſolved, © That 
& no man ſhould be ſuffered to decline, either on 
the left or on the right hand, from the draun 
& line limited by authority, and by her laws and 

% injunctions .“ 

Bur Martial Law went beyond even theſe two 

_ courts in a prompt, and arbitrary and violent me- 
thod of deciſion. Whenever there was any inſur— 
rection or public diforder, the crown employed 
martial law; and it was, during that time, exerciſed 
not only over the ſoldiers, but over the whole peo- 
ple: Any one might be puniſhed as a rebel, or an 

aider and abettor of rebellion, whom the provolt. 
martial, or lieutenant of a county, or their deputies, 
plealed to ſuſpect. Lord Bacon, ſays, that the trial 
at common law, granted to the earl of Eſſex and 
his fellow-conſpirators, was a favour ; for that the 
caſe would have borne and required the leverity of 
martial law “. We have ſeen inſtances of its being 

employed by queen Mary in defence of orthodoxy: 
There remains a letter of queen Elizabeth's to the 
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earl # Suſſex, after the ſuppreſſion of the northern appendix 
rebellion, in which ſhe ſharply reproves him be- _ 
cauſe ſhe had not heard of his having executed any 
criminals by martial law; though it is probable 
that near eight hundred perſons ſuffered, one way or 
other, on account of that ſlight inſurrection. But 
the kings of England did not always limit the exer- 
ciſe of this law to times of civil war and diſorder. 
In 1552, when there was no rebellion or inſurrec- 
tion, king Edward granted a commiſſion of martial 
law; and empowered the commiſſioners yogi 
it, as ſpowld be thought by their diſcretions moſt neceſ- 
ſar) . Queen Elizabeth too was not ſparing in the 
uſe of this law. In 1573, one Peter Burchet, a 
puritan, being perſuaded that it was meritorious to 
kill ſuch as oppoſed the truth of the goſpel, ran 
into the ſtreets, and wounded Hawkins, the famous 
ſea- captain, whom he took for Hatton, the queen's 
favourite. The queen was ſo incenſed, that the order- 
| ed him to be puniſhed inſtantly by martial law ; but, 
upon the remonſtrance of ſome prudent countellors, 
who told her that this law was uſually confined to 
turbulent times, ſhe recalled her order, and deli- 
vered over Burchet to the common law *. But ſhe 

continued not always ſo reſerved in exerting this 
authority. There remains a proclamation of her's, 
in which ſhe orders martial law to be uſed againſt all 
ſuch as import bulls, or even forbidden books and 
pamphlets from abroad *; and prohibits the quel- 
tioning of the lieutenants, or their deputies, for their 
arbitrary puniſhment of ſuch offenders, any law or 
5 to the contrary in anywiſe not with/tanding. 
We have another act of her's ſtill more extraordi- 
nary. The ſtreets of London were much infeſted 
with idle vagabonds and riotous perſons: The lord 
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Appendix mayor had endeavoured to repreſs this diſorder 


III. 


— inflicted puniſhment on theſe rioters: But the queen, 


238 during war and rebellion. 


fir John Davis's | 
In 1588. the Jord mayor committed ſeveral citizens to pri- 
ſon, becauſe they refuſed to pay the loan demanded of them. 


think 


The Star-chamber had exerted its authority and 


finding 


thoſe remedies ineffectual, revived martial 


law, and gave fir Thomas Wilford a commifſion 


of provoſt martial : * Granting him authority, and 
„ commanding him, upon ſignification given by 
& the Juſtices of peace in London, or the neigh. 
“e bouring counties, of ſuch offenders worthy to 
& be ſpeedily executed by martial law, to attack and 


take the ſame perſons, and in the preſence of the 


« ſaid juſtices, according to juſtice of martial law, 
« to execute them upon the pallows or gibbet 


* openly, or near to ſuch place where the ſaid re. 
ee bellious and incorrigible offenders ſhall be found 


© to have committed the ſaid great offences.“ 


I ſuppoſe it would be difficult to produce an in. 
ſtance of ſuch an act of authority in any place nearer 


than Muſcovy. The patent of high conſtable, 


- granted to earl Rivers by Edward IV, proves the 
nature of the office, 


The powers are unlimited, 
perpetual, and remain in force during peace as well 
The parliament in 
Edward Vlth' s reign acknowledged the juriſdiction 


of the conſtable and martial's. court 0 be part of 


the law of the land“. 


THE Star-chamber, and High Commiſſion, and 


Court-martial, though arbitrary juriſdictions, had 
{till ſome pretence of a trial, at leaſt of a ſentence; 
but there was a grievous puniſhment very generally 


_ inflicted in that age, without any other authority 
than the warrant of a ſecretary of ſtate, or of the 


privy council *; and that was, impriſonment i in any 
jail, and during any time thas the miniſters ſhould 


u Rymer, vol. xvi. p. 279. - 
1 concerning Impoſitions, p. 9. 


Murden, p. 632. 


% Edw. VI. cap. 20. See 
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think proper. In ſuſpicious times, all the jails Appendix 
were full of priſoners of ſtate; and theſe unhappy 
victims of public jealouſy were ſometimes thrown 
into dungeons, and loaded with irons, and treated 
in the moſt cruel manner, without their being able 
to obtain any remedy from law. = 
| Tris practice was an indirect way of employing 
torture: But the rack itſelf, though not admitted 
in the ordinary execution of juſtice 7, was frequently 
| uſed, upon any ſuſpicion, by authority of a warrant 
| from a ſecretary or the privy council. Even the 
council in the marches of Wales was empowered, 
by their very commiſſion, to make ule of torture 
whenever they thought proper *. {there cannot be 
a ſtronger proof how lightly the rack was em- 
ployed, than the following ſtory told by lord Bacon. 
We ſball give it in his own words: * The queen 
«4 was mightily incenſed againſt Haywarde, on ac- 

* count of a book he dedicated to lord Eſſex, being 
4a ſtory of the firſt year of Henry IV. thinking it 
| * ſeditious prelude to put into the people's heads 
| © boldneſs and faction“: She ſaid, the had an opi— 
nion that there was treaſon in it, and aſked me, 
If I could not find any places in it, that might 
| * be drawn within the caſe of treaſon? Whereto I 
« anſwered, For treaſon, fure I found none; but 
for felony very many: And when her majeſty 
| * haſtily aſked me, Wherein? I told her, the au— 
| * thor had committed very apparent theft: For he 
* had taken molt of the ſentences of Cornelius 
|* Tacitus, and tranflated them into Engliſh, and 
put them into his text. And another time when 
the queen could not be perſuaded that it was his 
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| 7 Harriſon, book ii. chap. 11. 2 Haynes, p. 196. See 
(father la Boderie, vol. i. p. 211. To our apprehenſion, 
Haywarde's book ſeems rather to have a contrary tendency. _ 
| for he has there preſerved the famous ſpeech of the biſhop of 

| Carliſle, which contains, in the moſt expreſs terms, the doctrine 
ef paſſive obedience. But queea Elizabeth was very difficult 
x os this head, 3 


writing 
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priſoner, gave the crown lawyers all imaginable | 
advantage againſt him. And, indeed, there ſcarcely ; 
occurs an inſtance during all theſe reigns, that the | 
ſovereign or the miniſters were ever diſappointed in 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


cc writing whoſe name was to it, but that it had 
* ſome more miſchievous author, and faid, with 
% great indignation, that ſhe would have him 


* racked to produce his author; I replied, Nay, 
* madam, he is a doctor, never rack his perſon, 


[4 


5 


but rack his ſtyle: Let him have pen, ink, and 
„ paper, and help of books, and be enjoined to 
& continue the {tory where it breaketh off, and ! 
will undertake, by collating the ſtyles, to judge 
* whether he were the author or no.“ Thus, 
had it not been for Bacon's humauity, or rather his 


wit, this author, a man of letters, had been put to | 
the rack for a moſt innocent performance. His 


real offence was, his dedicating a book to that mu- 
nificent patron of the learned, the earl of Eſſex, at a 
time when this nobleman lay under her majelty's 
diſpleaſure. 1 | 

THz queen's menace, of trying and puniſhing 


 Haywarde for treaſon, could eafily have been exe- 
cuted, let this book have been ever ſo innocent. 


While ſo many terrors hung over the people, no 


jury durſt have acquitted a man, when the court | 
was reiolved to have him condemned. The prac- | 


tice allo of not confronting witneſſes with the 


the iſſue of a proſecution. Timid juries, and judges 


who held their offices during pleaſure, never failed | 
to ſecond all the views of the crown. And as the | 
practice was anciently common, of finirg, impii- 
loning, or otherwile puniſhing the jurors, mere!) | 


at the diſcretion of the court, for finding a verdict 


- contrary to the direction of theſe dependent judges; | 
it is obvious, that juries were then no manner of 


ſecurity to the liberty of the ſubject. 


» Cabala, p. 81. 
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Tu power of preſſing both for ſea and land Appendix 
ſervice, and obliging any perſon to accept of any -, 
office, however mean or unfit for him, was another 
prerogative totally incompatible with freedom. Of- 
borne gives the following account of Elizabeth's 
method of employing this prerogative. © In caſe 
« ſhe found any likely to interrupt her occaſions,” 
fays ne, ©** ſhe did ſeaſonably prevent him by a 
% chargeable employment abroad, or putting him 
« upon ſome ſervice at home, which ſhe knew 
« leaſt grateful to the people: Contrary to a falſe 
« maxim, ſince practiſed with far worſe ſucceſs, by 
« ſuch princes as thought it better huſbandry to 
„buy off enemies than reward friends“. The 
practice with which Oſborne reproaches the two 
immediate ſucceſſors of Elizabeth, proceeded partly 
from the extreme difficulty of their ſituation, partly 
from the greater lenity of their diſpoſition. The 
power of preſſing, as may naturally be imagined, 
was often abuſed, in other reſpects, by men of in- 
ferior rank; and officers often exacted money for 
freeing perſons from the ſer vice“. | 
IAE government of England, during that age, 
however different in other particulars, bore, in this 
reſpect, ſome reſemblance of that of Turkey at 
preſent: The ſovereign poſſeſſed every power ex- 
cept that of impoſing taxes: And in both countries 
W this limitation, untupported by other privileges, 
| appears rather prejudicial to the people. In Tur- 


ed key, it obliges the ſultan to permit the extortion 
ne Wil of the bathas and governors of provinces, from 
whom he afterwards ſqueezes preſents or takes for— 
eh keitures: In England, it engaged the queen to 


erect monopolies, and grant patents for excluſive 
trade: An invention fo pernicious, that had ſhe 
gone on during a tract of years at her own kate, 
England, the ſeat of riches, and arts, and com- 


© Page 392. 4 Murden, p. 181. 
merce, 
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merce, would have contained at preſent as little 
induſtry as Morocco, or the coaſt of Barbary. 


Wr may farther obſerve, that this valuable pri. 
vilege, valuable only becauſe it proved afterwards 


the means by which the parliament extorted all their 


other privileges, was very much encroached on in 
an indirect manner during the reign of Elizabeth, 


as well as of her predeceſſors. She often exacted 


loans from her people; an arbitrary and unequa] 
kind of impoſition, and which individuals felt ſe. 


5 verely: For though the money had been regularly 


repayed, which was ſeldom the caſe*, it lay in the 


prince's hands without intereſt, which was a ſenſible 
loſs to the perſons from whom the money was bor- 
rowed*. PE 5 

TIERE remains a propoſal made by lord Bur- 
leigh for levying a general loan on the people, equi- 
valent to a ſubſidy “; a ſcheme which would have 
laid the burthen more equally, but which was, in 
different words, a taxation impoſed without conſent 
of parliament. It is remarkable, that the ſcheme 
thus propoſed without any viſible neceſſity by that 


_ wiſe miniſter, is the very ſame which Henry VIII. 


executed, and which Charles I. enraged by ill uſage 


trom his parliament, and reduced to the greateſt 
difficulties, put afterwards in practice, to the great 


diſcontent of the nation. 


Tu demand of benevolence was another inven- 


tion of that age for taxing the people. This prac- 


tice was ſo little conceived to be irregular, that the 
commons in 1585 offered the queen a beneyolence 


e Bacon, vol. iv. p. 362. we In the ſecond of Richard 
II. it was enacted, That in loans, which the king ſhall require 
of his ſubjects upon letters of privy-ſeal, ſuch as have reaſons 


excuſe of not leuding, may there he received without farther 
ſummons, travail, or grief. See Cotton's Abridg. p. 170: 
By this law the king's prerogative of exacting loans was ratified ; | 


and what ought to be deemed a reaſonable excuſe, was {till left 
in his oven breatt to determine. * Haynes, p. 518, 51). 


which 
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caſion at that time for money". Queen Mary alſo, 


by an order of council, increaſed the cuſtoms in 
ſome branches; and her ſiſter imitated the examplei. 
There was a ſpecies of ſhip money impoſcd at the 
time of the Spaniſh invaſion : The ſeveral ports 
were required to equip a certain number of veſſels 
| at their own charge; and fuch was the alacrity of 


| ports, particularly London, lent double the number 
| demanded of them. When any levies were made 


arm and clothe them, and carry them to the ſea- 
| ports at their own charge. New-year's gifts were 
at that time expected from the nobility, and from 
the more conſiderable gentry . 
PURVEYANCE and pre-emption were alſo methods 
ef taxation, unequal, arbitrary, and oppreflive. The 


impoſitions; and it was regarded as a great privi- 
lege conferred on Oxtord and Cambridge, to pro- 


. hibit the purveyors from taking any commodities 
+ Wiithio five miles of theſc univerſities. The queen 
- Wiitualled her navy by means of this prerogative, 
. during the firſt years of her reign “. | 


WARDSHIP was the moſt regular and legal of all 
[theſe impoſitions by prerogative : Yet was it a great 
badge of ſlavery, and oppreſſive to all the confider- 
ble families. When an eſtate devolved to a fe- 
male, the ſovereign obliged her to marry any one 
le pleaſed: Whether the heir were male or female, 
tie crown enjoyed the whole profit of the eſtate 


ay turing the minority. The giving of a rich ward- 
a [hip was a uſual method of rewarding a courtier or 
ner arourite. 

70. 5 

Kel \ D'Ewes, p. 494. | Bacon, vol. iv. P- 362. 

915 Monſon, p. 267. 5 Sernpss Meme „ vol. 1. P. 137. 


Camden, P · 388. 


T's 


the people for the public defence, that ſome of the 


for Ireland, France, or the Low Countries, the 
| queen obliged the counties to levy the ſoldiers, to | 


whole kingdom fenfibly felt the burthen of thoſe 
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ing taxes. Strype has preſerved a ſpeech of lord 


_ confer on the commiſhoners a general inquiſitorial 


pects from this inſtitution greater acceſſion to the 


ſhould proceed, “ as well by the direction and 


eccleſiaſtical revenues. This project of lord Bur- 
leigh's needs not, I think, any comment. A torm 


a wiſe and good miniſter could make ſuch a pro. 
poſal to the ſovereign. oh 


of royal power, by which the Engliſh princes were 


| houſe, prohibiting the ſale of all crimſon filks which 
ſhould be imported, till the court were firſt ſupplied! 
She expected, no doubt, a good penny-worth from 


ing laws, as well as of granting ſubſidies; but tig? 
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Tre inventions were endleſs which arbitrary 
power might employ for the extorting of money, 
while the people imagined that their property was 
fecured by the crown's being debarred from impo. 


Burleigh to the queen and council, in which are 
contained ſome particulars not a little extraordi. 
nary *. Burleigh propoſes that ſhe ſhould erect 2 
court for the correction of all abuſes, and ſhould 


power over the whole kingdem, He ſets before 
her the example of her wiſe grandfather Henry VII. 
who, by ſuch methods, extremely augmented his 
revenue; and he recommends that this new court 


ordinary courſe of the laws, as by virtue of her 
« majelty's ſupreme regiment and abſolute power, 
from whence law proceeded.” In a word, he ex- 
royal treaſure than Henry VIII. derived from the 
abolition of the abbeys, and all the forfeitures of 


of government mult be very arbitrary indeed, where 


 EmgarGors on merchandiſe was another engine 


able to extort money from the people. We hare 
ſeen inſtances in the reign of Mary. Elizabeth, 
before her coronation, iſſued an order to the cuſtom: 


the merchants while they lay under this reſtraint. 
THE parliament pretended to the right of enad 


n Annals, vol. iv. p. 234, & ſeq. ll 
»Str) pe, vol. i. p. 27. OT 
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privilege was, during that age, ſtill more inſignifi- 
cant than the other. ueen Elizabeth expreſs] 
prohibited them from meddling either with ſtate 


- 
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matters or eccleſiaſtical cauſes; and ſhe openly ſent 


the members to priſon who dared to tranſgreſs her 


imperial edict in theſe particulars. There paſſed 
few ſeſſions of parliament during her reign where 


there occur not inſtances of this arbitrary conduct. 


Bur the legiſlative power of the parliament was a 


mere fallacy; while the ſovereign was univerſally ac- 


all the laws could be invalidated, and rendered of 
no effect. The exerciſe of this power was alſo an 
indirect method practiſed for erecting monopolies. 
Where the ſtatutes laid any branch of manufacture 
under reſtrictions, the ſovereign, by exempting one 


poly of that commodity*. There was no grievance 
| at that time more univerſally complained of than 
the frequent diſpenſing with the penal laws. . 

Bur in reality the crown poſſeſſed the full legiſ- 


might affect any matter even of the greateſt import- 


The motives for theſe proclamations were ſome- 
ine times frivolous and even ridiculous. Queen Fliza- 
cre WI beth had taken offence at the ſmell of woad ; and 
ae the iſſued an edict probibiting any one from culti- 


eth, vating that uſeful plant*. She was allo pleaſed to 
om-if take offence at the long ſwords and high ruffs then 
hich in faſhion : She ſent about her officers to break every 
ied". man's ſword, and clip every man's ruff, which was 
from 


beyond a certain dimenſion :. This practice reſem- 

5 Rymer, tom. xv. p. 756. D' Ewes, p. 645. 4 Murden, 
5. 325. Towenſend's Journals, p. 250. Stow's Annals. 
i. p. 603. 
8 7 Ne e BROS 


perſon from the laws, gave him in effect the mono- 


lative power by means of proclamations, which 


„ * Townfend's Journals, p. 250. Stow's Annals. Strype, vol. 


knowledged to poſſeſs a diſpenſing power, by which 


ance, and which the Star-chamber took care to ſee 
| more rigorouſly executed than the laws themſelves. 
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8 to make his ſubjects change their garb. 


Tu queen's prohibition of the propheſyings, or 
the aſſemblies, inſtituted for fanatical prayers and 
conferences, was founded on a better reaſon ; but 
ſhews ſtill the unlimited extent of her prerogative. 


Any number of perſons could not meet together 


in order to read the ſcriptures, and confer about 
religion, though in ever ſo orthodox a manner, 
without her permiſſion. 

THERE were many other branches of prerogative 
incompatible with an exact or regular enjoyment of 
liberty. None of the nobility could marry without 
permiſſion from the ſovereign. The queen detained 
the earl of Southampton long in priſon, becauſe he 
privately married the earl of Ffſex's couſin*. No 


man could travel without the conſent of the prince. 
Sir William Evers underwent a ſevere perſecution 


becauſe he had preſumed to pay a private viſit to 


the king of Scots*. The ſovereign even aſſumed a 
ſupreme and uncontrolled authority over all foreign 


trade ; and neither allowed any perſon to enter or 
depart the kingdom, nor any commodity to be im- 
ported or exported without his conſent “. 

Tux parliament, in the thirteenth of the queen, 


praiſed her for not imitating the practice uſual | 


among her predeceſſors, of {topping the courſe of 


Juſtice by particular warrants”. There could not 
poſſibly be a greater abuſe, nor a ſtronger mark of 
arbitrary power; and the queen in retraining from 
it was very laudable. But ſhe was by no means 
conſtant in this reſerve. There remain in the pub- 


lic records ſome warrants of her's for exempting 


: particular perſons from all lawſuits and proſe- 
cutions * ; and theſe Warrants, ſhe ſays, ſhe grants 


3 Birch? 8 1 vol. ii. p. 422. t Ibid. p. 511. 

Sir John Davis's Queſtion concerning Impoſitions, afin. 

D' Ewes, p. 141. * Rymer, tom. xv. p. 652. 708. 777 
from 
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from her royal prerogative, which ſhe will not allow 


to be diſputed. _ L ; 

IT was very uſual in queen Elizabeth's reign, and 
probably in all the preceding reigns, for noblemen 
or privy-counſellors to commit to priſon any one 
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who had happened to diſpleaſe them, by ſuing for 


his juſt debts; and the unhappy perſon, though he 
gained his cauſe in the courts of juſtice, was com- 


monly obliged to relinquiſh his property in order to 


obtain his liberty. Some likewiſe, who had been 


delivered from priſon by the judges, were again 


committed to cuſtody in ſecret places, without any 
poſſibility of obtaining relief; and even the officers 


and ſerjeants of the courts of law were puniſhed for 


executing the writs in favour of theſe perſons. Nay, 
it was uſual to ſend for people by purſuivants, a 
kind of harpies, who then attended the orders of 


the council and high commiſſion ; and they were 


| brought up to London, and conſtrained by impri- 
| ſonment, not only to withdraw their lawful ſuits, but 


alſo to pay the purſuivants great ſums of money, 
The judges, in the 34th of the queen, complain to 


her majeſty of the frequency of this practice. It is 


probable that ſo egregious a tyranny was carried no 


farther down than the reign of Elizabeth; ſince the 


parliament, who preſented the petition of right, 
found no later inſtances of it). And even theſe 
very judges of Elizabeth, who thus protect the peo- 


ple againſt the tyranny of the great, expreſsly allow, 


that a perſon committed by ſpecial command of the 
queen is not bailable. 155 N 


Ir is eaſy to imagine that in ſuch a government 


no juſtice could by courſe of law be obtained of the 
ſovereign, unleſs he were willing to allow it. In the 
naval expedition undertaken by Raleigh and Fro- 


biſner againſt the Spaniards in the year 1592, a very 7 


7 Ruſhworth, vol. i. Pp. 511. Franklyn's Annals, p. 2 50, 251. 
Vor. V. H h e rich 
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| Appendix rich carrack was taken, worth two hundred thouſand 


wy pounds. The queen's ſhare in the adventure was 


only a tenth ; but as the prize was ſo great, and 


exceeded fo much the expectation of all the adven. 


turers, ſhe was determined not to reſt contented 


with her ſhare. Raleigh humbly and earneſtly 


begged her to accept of a hundred thouſand pound; 
in lieu of all demands, or rather extortions ; and 


ſays, that the preſent which the proprietors were 
willing to make her, of eighty thouſand pounds, 


was the greateſt that ever prince received from a 
ſubject *. 

Bur it is no wonder the queen in her adminis 
tion ſhould pay fo little regard to liberty; while the 
parliament itſelf in enacting laws was entirely ne. 


gligent of it. The perſecuting ſtatutes which they 


paſſed againſt papiſts and puritans are extremely 
contrary to the genius of freedom; and, by expoſing 


ſuch multitudes to the tyranny of prieſts and bigots, 
accuſtomed the people to the moſt diſgraceful ſub- 
jection. Their conferring an unlimited ſupremacy 


on the queen, or, what is worſe, acknowledging her 

inherent right to it, was another proof of their 
voluntary ſervitude, _ 

Tux law of the 23d of her reign, making ſedi- 

tious words againſt the queen capital, is alſo a very 

tyrannical ſtatute; and a uſe no leſs t tyrannical was 


ſometimes made of it. The caſe of Udal, a purt 
| tanical clergyman, ſeems ſingular even in thoſe ar- 
| bitrary times. This man had publiſhed a book 


called a Demonſtration of Diſcipline, in which he 
inveighed againſt the government of biſhops; and 
though he had carefully endeavoured to conceal hi 


name, he was thrown into priſon upon ſuſpicion, 


and brought to a trial for this offence. It was pre- 
tended, that the biſhops were part of the queen“ 


h political ber! and to ſpeak againſt them was real 


z Strype, vol. iv. p. 128, 129. 
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to attack her, and was therefore felony by the ſta. 5 
tute. This was not the only iniquity to which , 


Udal was expoſed. The judges would not allow the 
jury to determine any thing but the fact, whether 
Udal had written the book or not, without examin- 
ing his intention or the import of the words. In 


order to prove the fact, the crown lawyers did not 
: produce a  fngle witneſs to the court: They only read 


the teſtimony of two perſons abſent, one of whom 
ſaid, that Udal had told him he was the author; 


| another; that a friend of Udal's had ſaid ſo. They 


would not allow Udal to produce any exculpatory 
evidence; which they ſaid was never to be permit- 
ted againſt the crown*. And they tendered him an 
oath, by which he was required to depoſe, that he 
was not the author of the book; and his refuſal to 
make that depoſition was employed as the ſtrongeſt 
proof of his giiilt. It is almoſt needleſs to add, 


that notwithſtanding theſe multiplied iniquities, a 
yerdid of death was given by the jury againſt Udal : 
For, as the queen was extremely bent upon his 


proſecution, it was impoſſible he could eſcape “. 
He died in priſon before execution of the ſentence. 
THe caſe of Penry was, if poſſible, ſtill harder. 
The man was a zealous puritan, or rather a 
Browniſt, a ſmall ſect which afterwards increaſed, 


| and received the name of Independants. He had 
written againſt the hierarchy ſeveral tracts, ſuch as 


Martin Marprelate, The/zs Martinianæ, and other 
compoſitions, full of low ſcurrility and petulant ſa- 
tire. After concealing himſelf for ſome years, he 
was ſeized ; and, as the ſtatute againſt ſeditious 
words required that the criminal ſhould be tried 
within a year after committing the offence, he could 
not be indicted for his printed books. He vas 


It was never fully eſtabliſhed that the prifoner FIT egal 
produce evidence againſt the crow n, till after the Revolution, Sec | 
Blackſtone's Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 352. d State Trials, 


vol. i. p. This Strype, vol. iv. p. 21. Id. Life of Whitgift, p 343. 
; 11 h 2 therefore 
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Argos therefore tried for ſome papers found in his pocket, 

— if he had thereby ſcattered ſedition ©. It wag 
alſo imputed to him, by the lord Keeper, Pucker. 

ing, that in ſome of theſe papers, he had not only 

« acknowledged her majeſty's royal power to . 

& bþliſh laws, eccleſiaſtical and civil; but had avoided 

&« the uſual terms of making, enadting,  decrecing, 

e an ordaining laws: Which imply,” ſays the 

lord keeper, © a molt abſolute authority *.”* Penry, 

tor theſe offences, was condemned and executed. 

Thus we have ſeen, that the 7g ab/olnte autho- 

rity of the ſovereign, to make uſe of the lord keeper's 
expreſſion, was eſtabliſhed on above twenty branches 

of prerogative, which are now aboliſhed, and which 

were, every one of them, totally incompatible with 

| the liberty of the ſubject. But what enſured more 

- |  effeQually the ſlavery of the people, than even theſe 
branches of prerogative, was the eſtabliſhed princi- 

ples of the times, which attributed to the prince 

luch an unlimited and indefeaſible power as was ſup- 

poled to be the origin of all law, and could be cir- 

cumſcribed by none. The homilies publiſhed for 

the uſe of the clergy, and which they were enjoined 

20 read every Sunday in all the churches, inculcate 
every where a blind and unlimited paſſive obedi- 
ence to the prince, which, on no account, and under 
no pretence, it is ever lawful for ſubjects i in the 

malleſt article to depart from or infringe. Much 

noiſe has been made becauſe ſome court chaplains 

during the ſuccceding reigns were permitted to 

preach ſuch doctrines ; but there is a great differ- 

ence between thele ſermons and diſcourſes publiſhed 

by authority, avowed by the prince and council, and 
promulgated to the whole nation“. So thoroughly 
were theie principles imbibed by the people, during 


1 1 8 Lite of Whirgitt, book iv. . chap. its Neal, vol. i i. 
p- 564. * Strype's Annals, vol. iv. p. 177. © Giftord, a Wc 
dclergymau, was ſuſpended in the year 1584, for preaching up a 
Umited obedience to the civil magiſtrate, Neal, vol. i. P. 435* 


the 
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the reigns of Elizabeth and her predeceſſors, that Appencix 
oppoſition to them was regarded as the moſt flagrant . 
ſedition, and was not even rewarded by that public 
praiſe and approbation which can alone ſupport 
men under ſuch dangers and difficulties as attend 
the reſiſtance of tyrannical authority *. It was only 
during the next generation that the noble principles 
of liberty took root, and, ſpreading themſelves under 
the ſhelteP of puritanical abſurdities, became faſhion- 
able among the people. C 

Ir is worth remarking, that the advantage uſu- 
ally aſcribed to abſolute monarchy, a greater regu- 
rity of police, and a more ftri&t execution of the 
laws, did not attend the former Englilh govern- 
ment, though in many reſpects it fell under that 
| denomination. A demonſtration of this truth is 
contained in a judicious paper which is preſerved by 
Strypes, and which was written by an eminent juſ- 
| tice of peace of Somerſetſhire, in the year 1590, 
| near the end of the queen's reign ; when the autho- 
| rity of that princeſs may be ſuppoſed to be fully 
| corroborated by time, and her maxims of goyern- 


| ment improved by long practice. This paper con- 
| | tains an account of the diforders which then prevailed 


in the county of Somerſet. The author ſays, that 
| forty perſons had there been executed in a year for 
| robberies, thefts, and other felonies ; thirty-five 
| burnt in the hand, thirty-ſeven whipped, one hun- 
| dred and eighty-three diſcharged : That thoſe who 
| were diſcharged were molt wicked and deſperate 
| fits remarkable, that in all the hiftorical plays of Shake 


| ſpeare, where the manners and characters, and even the tranſ- 
actions of the ſeveral reigns are ſo exactly copied, there is ſcarcely 
any mention of civil Liferty which ſome pretended hiftorians 

| have imagined to be the object of all the ancient quarrels, infur- 
rections, and civil wars. In the elaborate panegyric of England, 
contained in the tragedy of Richard II. and the detail of its ad- 

| Yantages, not a word of its civil conſtitution, as any wile different 
| from, or ſuperior to, that of other European kingdoms: Au 
| omiflion which cannot be ſuppoſed in any Englith author that 
| Wrote ſince the Reſtoration, at leaſt fince the Revolution. 


Annals, vol. iv. p. 290. 
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Appeniix perſons, who never could come to any good, becauſe 


=, they would not work, and none would take them into 


ſervice: That, notwithſtanding this great number 
of indictments, the fifth part of the felonies com. 
mitted in the county were not brought to a trial; 
the greater number eſcaped cenſure, either from the 
ſuperior cunning of the telons, the remiſſneſs of the 
magiſtrates, or the fooliſh lenity of the people: 
That the rapines committed by the infinite number 
of wicked, wandering, idle people, were intolera. 
ble to the poor countrymen, and obliged them to 


keep a perpetual watch over their ſheepfolds, their 
paſtures, their woods, and their gorn- fields: That 
the other counties of England were in no better 
condition than Somerſetſhire; and many of them 


were even in a worſe ; That there were at leaſt three 
or four hundred able-bodied yagabonds in every 


county who lived by theft and rapine; and why 
ſometimes met in troops to the number of ſixty, 


and committed ſpoil on the inhabitants: That it 
all the felons of this kind were aſſembled, they 
would be able, if reduced to good ſubjection, to 
give the greateſt enemy her majeſty has a roy 


batile: And that the magiſtrates themſelves were 


intimidated from executing the laws upon them; 
and there were inſtances of juſtices of peace who, 


after giving ſentence againſt rogues, had inter. 
poſed to ſtop the execution of their own ſentence, 


on account of the danger which hung over dem 
from the confederates of theſe felons. 
Iv the year 1575, the queen complained i in 


parliament of the bad execution of the laws; and 
threatened, that if the magiſtrates were not for the 


future more vigilant, the would entruſt authority to 
indigent and needy perſons, who would find an it 
tereſt in a more exact adminiſtration of juſtice“. 
It; appears chat ſhe was as good as her w ord. For 


h P'Ewes, P. 234. , 
| N 1 


% ac. ̃ͤ ͤ . ͤ oi: 


in 
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in the year 1601, there were great complaints 
made in © parliament of the rapine of juſtices of 
peace; and a member ſaid, that this magiſtrate was 
an animal who for half a dozen of chickens would 
diſpenſe with a dozen of penal ſtatutes*, It is not 
eaſy to account for this relaxation of government 
and neglect of police during a reign of ſo much vi- 
gour as that of Elizabeth. The ſmall revenue of 
the crown is the moſt likely cauſe that can be aſ- 
figned. The queen had it not in her. power to in- 
tereſt a great number | in afſ ng her to execute the 


laws“ 893 
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Om the r the Engliſh have no id, From Z 


the example of their anceſtors, to be in love with 


the picture of abſolute monarchy ; or to prefer the 
unlimited authority of the prince and his unbound- 


ed prerogatives to that noble liberty, that ſweet 


equality, and that happy fecurity by which they are 
at preſent diſtinguiſhed above all nations in the uni- 


verſe. The utmoſt that can be ſaid in favour of 


the government of that age (and perhaps it may be 


ſaid with truth) is, that the power of the prince, 


though really unlimited, was exerciſed after the 


| Luropean manner, and apa not into every part 
of the adminiſtration ; that the inſtances of a high 


exerted prerogative were not ſo frequent as to ren- 
der property ſenſibly inſecure, or reduce the people 
to a total ſervitude ; that the freedom from faction, 


the quickneſs of execution, and the promptitude of 
thoſe meaſures, which could be taken for offence or 


defence, made ſome compenſation for the want of 
2 legal and determinate liberty; that as the prince 
commanded no mercenary army, there was a tacit 


check on him, which maintained the government 


m that medium to which the people had been ac- 
cuſtomed ; and that this ſituation of England, 
though ſcemingly It approached nearer, was in 


1 en. p. 661664. 
F « Hee uote [MM] at the end of the olume. 
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reality more remote from a deſpotic and eaſtern 


—monarchy than the preſent government of that king. 


Revenues, 


during this period. 


dom, where the people, though guarded by multi. 


plied laws, are totally naked, defenceleſs and di. 


armed; and beſides, are not ſecured by any middle 
power, or independent powerful nobility, interpoſed 
between them and the monar en. 
We ſhall cloſe the preſent Appendix with a brief 
account of the revenues, the military force, the 
commerce, the arts, and the learning of England 


Queen Elizabeth's ceconomy was remarkable; 
and in ſome inſtances ſeemed to border on avarice, 


The ſmalleſt expence, if it could poſlibly be ſpared, 


appeared conſiderable in her eyes; and even the 


charge of an expreſs during the moſt delicate tranſ- 


actions was not below her notice l. She was allo 


attentive to every profit; and embraced opportu- 


nities of gain which may appear ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary. She kept, for inſtance, the ſee of E 
vacant nineteen years, 1n order to retain the reve- 


nue; and it was uſual with her, when ſhe pro- 
moted a biſhop, to take the opportunity of pillaging 


the ſee of ſome of its manors”. But that in reality 


there was little or no avarice in the queen's temper, 
appears from this circumſtance, that ſhe never 


_ amaſſed any treaſure; and even refuſed ſubſidies 


from the parliament when ſhe had no preſent occa- 


ſion for them. Yet we muſt not conclude, from 


this circumſtance, that her ceconomy proceeded 


1 Birch's Negot. p. 21. m Strype, vol. iv. p. 351. 
" Ibid, p. 215. There isa curious letter of the queen's, written 


to a biſhop of Ely, and preſerved in the regiſter of that ſee, It 


is in theſe words: Proud prelate, I underſtand you are backward 


in complying with your agreement but I would have you know, that 


J. who made you what you are, can unmake you; and if you do not 
forthwith fulfil your engagement, ty God ! [ will immediately unfrock 
wyou. Yours, as you demean yourſelf, ELIZABETH. — The biſhop, 


it ſeems, had promiſed to exchange ſome part of the land belong- 
ing to the ſee for a pretended equivalent, and did fo ; but it was in 


conſequence of the abovg letter. Annual Regiſter, 1761, p.15. 
5 from 
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from a tender concern for her people: She loaded Appendix 
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hem with monopolies and exclufive patents, which . L. 
the p p , 3 


are much more oppreſſive than the moſt heavy 
taxes levied in an equal and regular manner. The 
real ſource of her frugal conduct was derived from 
her deſire of independency, and her care to preſerve 
her dignity, which would have been endangered 
had ſhe reduced herſelf to the neceſſity of having 
frequent recourſe to parliamentary ſupplies. In 
conſequence of this motive, the queen, though en- 
gaged in ſucceſsful and neceſſary wars, thought it 
more prudent to make a continual dilapidation of 
the royal demeſnes*®, than demand the moſt mo- 
derate ſupplies from the commons. As ſhe lived 
unmarried, and had no poſterity, ſhe was content 
to ſerve her preſent turn, though at the expence of 
ber ſucceflors ; who, by reaſon of this policy, joined 


i 
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1 
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do other circumſtances, found themſelves on a ſud. 

| den reduced to the moſt extreme indigencde. 
Inu ſplendour of a court was, during this age, a 
- WH great part of the public charge; and as Elizabeth | 
- W was a ſingle woman, and expenſive in no kind of 


magniticence, except clothes, this circumſtance en- 
| abled her to perform great things by her narrow re- 
| venue. She is ſaid to have paid four millions of 
debt, left on the crown by her father, brother, and 
filter ; an incredible ſum for that age. The States, 
| at the time of her death, owed her about eight 
| hundred thouſand pounds: And the king of France 
four hundred and fifty thouſand . Though that 
prince was extremely frugal, and after the peace of 
| Vervins was continually amaſlirig treaſure, the 
| Queen never could, by the moſt prefling importu- 


* Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 141. D*Ewes, p. 151. 457. 525. 629. 
Bacon, vol. iv. p. 363. ? D'Ewes, p. 473- U think it 
| impoſſible to reconcile this account of the public debts with that 

| given by Strype, Eccleſ. Mem. vol. ii. p. 344. that in the year 
| 1553, the crown owed but 300,000 pounds. IJ own that this 

| laſt ſum appears a great deal more likely. The whole revenue 
of queen Elizabeth would not in ten years have paid four mil- 
[ ons, - 2 Winwood, vol. i. p. 29. 54. 


nities, 
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Arne nities, prevail on him to make payment of thoſe 
— ſums which ſhe had ſo generouſly advanced him 


during his greateſt diſtreſſes. One payment of 
twenty thouſand crowns, and another of fifty thou. 


ſand, were all ſhe could obtain by the ſtrongelt re- 


preſentations ſhe could make of the difficulties to 
which the rebellion in Ireland had reduced her”, 
The queen expended on the wars with Spain, be- 


tween the years 1589 and 1593, the ſum of one 
million three hundred thouſand pounds, beſides the 


pittance of a double ſubſidy, amounting to two hun. 
dred and eighty thouſand pounds, granted her by 


parliament *,, In the year 1599 ſhe ſpent fix hun- 


fared thouſand pounds in ſix months on the ſervice 


of Ireland'. Sir Robert Cecil affirmed, that in ten 
years Ireland coſt her three millions four hundred 
thouſand pounds *. She gave the earl of Eſſex a 
preſent of thirty thouſand pounds upon his de- 


_ for the government of that kingdom“. Lord 


urleigh computed, that the value of the gifts con- 


ferred on that favourite, amounted to three hundre 
thouſand pounds; a ſum which, thaugh probably 
exaggerated, is a proof of her firong affection to- 


wards him! It was a common ſaying during this 


reign; The queen pays afl though ſhe re. 
wards ſparingly *. | 


Ir is difficult to compute exactly the queen's 


ordinary revenue, but it certainly fell much ſhort 


of five hundred thouſand pounds a-year”, In the 
year 1590 the raiſed the cuſtoms from fourteen 
thouſand pounds a-year to fifty thouſand, and obli- 
ged fir THAW: 8 Smith, who had farmed them, to 


x Wh, 301. i. p. 117. 395 D' Erez p. 484, | 
Camden, p. 167. Appendix to the carl of Ef 5 
apology. » Birch” $ Memoirs, vol, . ; "14 8 * Nanten's 


Regalia, chap. 1. 


Franklyn, in his Annals, p. 9. ſays, that the ks oh: the 
kingdom, betides wards and the dutchy of Lancaſter (<ohich 
amounted to about 120,0C0 pounds), was 188,197 pounds: The 
crown lands ſeem to be comprehended i in this comput: at ion. 


rel. und 
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refund ſome of his former profits :. This improye- 
ment of the revenue was owing to the ſuggeſtions 


of one Caermarthen; and was oppoſed by Burleigh, 


Leiceſter, and Walſingham : But the queen's per- 
ſeverance overcame all their oppoſition. The great 
undertakings which ſhe executed with ſo narrow a 


revenue, and with ſuch ſmall ſupplies from her peo- 


ple, prove the mighty effects of wiſdom and œco- 
nomy. She received from the parliament, durin 

the courſe of her whole reign, only twenty ſubſidies 
and thirty-nine fifteenths. I pretend not to deter- 
mine exaQly the amount of theſe {upplies ; becauſe 
the value of a ſubſidy was continually falling; and 


in the end of her reign it amounted only to eighty 


_—_ 
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thouſand pounds. If we ſuppoſe that the ſupplies 


granted Elizabeth during a reign of torty-five- years 
amounted to three millions, we {hall not probably 
be much wide of the truth ?, This ſum makes only 

n e 

2 Camden, p. 558. This account of Camden is difficult or 
jmpoſſible to be reconciled to the ſtate of the cuſtoms in the be- 
ginning of the ſubſequent reign as they appear in the Journals 
of the Commons. See Flilt. of James, chap. 465. 


D' Ewes, p. 630. 


d Lord Saliſbury computed theſe ſupplies only at 2,800,000 


| pounds, Journ, 17 Feb. i609. King James was certainly miſ- 


taken when he eſtimated the queen's annual ſupplies at 137,000 
pounds, Franklyn, p. 44 It is curious to obſerve, that the 
miniſter, in the war begun in 1754, was in ſome periods allowed 


to laviſh in two months as great a ſum as was granted by parlia- 


ment to qucen Elizabeth in forty-ive years. The extreme fri- 
volous object of the late war, and the great importance of hers, 
ſet this matter in ſtill a ſtronger light. Money too, we may ob- 
ſerve, was in molt particulars of the ſame value in both periods: 


She payed eight pence a day to every foot foldier, But our 


late deluſions have much exceeded any thing known, in hiſtory, 
not even excepting thoſe of the cruſades, For I ſuppoſe there 
is no mathematical, ftill leſs an arithmetical demonſtration, that 
the road to the Holy Land was not the road to Paradiſe, as 
there is, that the endleſs increaſe of national debts is the direct 
road to national ruin. But having now completely reached that 
goal, it is needleſs at preſent to reflect on the paſt. It will be 
found in the preſent year, 1776, chat all the revenues of this 
iſland north of Trent and welt of Reading, are mortgaged or an- 
ticipated for ever. Could the ſmall remainder be in a worſe con- 


dition, were thoſe provinces ſeized by Auſtria and Pruſſia? 


There 
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. ſixty- ſix thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty- ſix pounds 
5 20 a. year; and it is ſurpriſing, that while the queen's 


demands were ſo moderate, and her expences lo well 
regulated, ſhe ſhould ever have found any difficulty 
in obtaining a ſupply from parliament, or be reduced 


to make ſale of the crown-lands. But ſuch was the 


extreme, I had almoſt ſaid abſurd, parſimony of the 
parliaments during that period. They valued no. 


thing in compariſon of their money. The members 


had no connexion with the court ; and the very idea 


which they conceived of the truſt committed to 
them was, to reduce the demands of the crown, and 


to grant as few ſupplies as poſſible. The crown, on 


the other hand, conceived the parliament in no 


other light than as a means of ſupply. Queen Eli. 
zabeth made a merit to her people of ſeldom ſum. 
moning parliaments ©. No redreſs of grievances was 
expected from theſe aſſemblies : They were ſuppoſed 
to meet for no other purpoſe than to impoſe taxes. 
Berort the reign of Elizabeth, the Engliſh 
princes had uſually recourſe to the city of Antwerp 
for voluntary loans; and their credit was ſo low, 
that beſides paying the high intereſt of ten or twelve 
per cent. they were obliged to make the city of Lon- 


don join in the ſecurity. Sir Thomas Greſham, 


that great and enterpriſing merchant, one of the 
chief ornaments of this reign, engaged the company 
of merchant adventurers to grant a loan to the 
queen ; and as the money was regularly repaid, her 


credit by degrees eſtabliſhed itſelf in the city, and 


ſhe ſhook off this dependence on foreigners *. 


| In the year 1559, however, the queen employed 
| Greſham to borrow for her two hundred thouſand 


'There is only this difference, that ſome event might happen in 
Europe which would oblige theſe great monarchs to diſgorge 
their acquiſitions. But no imagination can figure a ſituation 


which will induce our creditors to relinquiſh their claims, or the 


Public to ſeize their revenues. So egregious indeed has been 


our folly, that we have even loſt all title to compaſſion in the 


numberleſs calamities that are awaiting us. 
© Strype, vol. iv. p. 124. 15 
Stowe's Survey of London, book i. p. 286. _ 
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pounds at Antwerp, in order to enable her to re- 
form the coin, which was at that time extreme] 
debaſed *. She was ſo impolitic as to make, herſelf, 


an innovation in the coin; by dividing a pound of 


filver into ſixty-two ſhillings, inſtead of ſixty the 
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former ſtandard. This is the laſt time that the coin 


has been tampered with in England. 
UEEN Elizabeth, ſenſible how much the defence 


| of her kingdom depended on its naval power, was 
| deſirous to encourage commerce and navigation: 
But as her monopolies tended to extinguiſh all do- 
meſtic induſtry, which is much more valuable than 
foreign trade, and is the foundation of it, the ge- 
| neral train of her conduct was ill calculated to ſerve 
| the purpoſe at which ſhe aimed, much leſs to pro- 
| mote the riches of her people. The excluſive com- 
| panies alſo were an immediate check on foreign 
| trade. Yet, notwithſtanding theſe diſcouragements, 
| the ſpirit of the age was ſtrongly bent on naval en- 
terpriſes; and beſides the military expeditions againſt 
| the Spaniards, many attempts were made for new 
diſcoveries, and many new branches of foreign com- 
| merce were opened by the Engliſh. Sir Martin 
| Frobiſher undertook three fruitleſs voyages to diſ- 
cover the north-weſt paſſage : Davis, not diſcou- 
| raged by this ill ſucceſs, made a new attempt, when 
| he diſcovered the ſtraits which paſs by his name. 

In the year 1600, the queen granted the firſt patent 

Ito the Eaſt-India company: The ſtock of that 

company was ſeventy- two thouſand pounds; and 
they fitted out four ſhips under the command of 
james Lancaſter, for this new branch of trade. The 
adventure was ſucceſsful; and the ſhips returning 
with a rich cargo, encouraged the company to 
continue the commerce. 


THE communication with Muſcovy had been 


opened i in queen Mary” s time by the diſcovery of 


c MS. of ied Royfton's from he Paper Office, pP. 205. 


the 


Com- 
merce. 
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Appendix the paſſage to Archangel : But the commerce tg 


111. 


that country did not begin to be carried on to a 


great extent till about the year 1569. The queen 


obtained from the czar an excluſive patent to the 
Ergliſh for the whole trade of Muſcovy '; and ſhe 
entered into a perſonal as well as national alliance 


with him. This czar was named John Baſilides, 


furious tyrant, who, continually ſuſpecting the revel 
of his ſubjects, ſtipulated to have a fafe retreat and 
protection in England. In order the better to en- 
ſure this reſource, he purpoſed to matry an Engliſh 
woman; and the queen intended to have ſent him 
Iady Anne Haſtings, daughter of the earl of Hun. 


tingdon: But when the lady was informed of the | 


barbarous manners of the country, ſhe wiſely de. 
clined purchaing an empire at the ne of her 


eaſe and ſafety 5. 


Tux Engliſh, encouraged by the privileges which 


they had obtained from Baſilides, ventured farther 


into thoſe countries than any Europeans had for- 


merly done. They tranſported their goods along 
the river Dwina in boats made of one entire tree, 
which they towed and rowed up the ſtream as far as 
Walogda. Thence they cartied their commodities 


ſeven days' journey by land to Veraſlau, and then 
down the Volga to Aſtracan. At Aſtracan they 
built ſhips, croſſed the Caſpian Sea, and diſtributed 
their manufactures into Perſia. But this bold at— 


tempt met with ſuch diſcouragements, that it was 


never renewed . 


ArrER the death of John Baſilides, his ſon Theo- 
dore revoked the patent which the Engliſh enjoyed 


for a monopoly of the Ruſſian trade: When the 


queen remonſtrated againſt this innovation, he told 
her miniſters that princes muſt carry an indifferent 


hand, as well between their Tn as between lo. 


| Canes p. 408. s Thid. p. 493. h i p. 418, 


reigners ; 
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reigners; and not convert trade, which by the laws W 


of nations ought to be common to all, into a mono- Kb "OM 


poly for the private gain of a few!. So much juſter 


notions of commerce were entertained by this bar- 


-barian than appear in the conduct of the renowned 
queen Elizabeth ! Theodore, however, continued 
ſome privileges to the Engliſh, on account of their 
being the diſcoverers of the communication between 


Europe and his country. 
Tux trade to Turkey commenced about the year 


1 583; and that commerce was immediately con- 
fined to a company by queen Elizabeth. Before 
that time, the grand ſignior had always — 
England to be a dependent province of France *; 


but, having heard of the queen's power and reputa- 


tion, he gave a good reception to. the Engliſh, and 
even granted them larger privileges than he had 


given to the French. 
Tas merchants of the Hanſe- towns complained 


loudly, in the beginning of Elizabeth's reign, of the 


treatment which they had received in the reigns of 
Edward and Mary. She prudently replied, that as 
(he would not innovate any thing, ſhe would ſtill 
prote& them in the immunities and privileges of 
which ſhe found them poſſeſſed. This anſwer not 


contenting them, their commerce was ſoon after 


ſuſpended for a time, to the great advantage of the 
Engliſh merchants, who tried what they could them- 
ſelves effect for promoting their commerce. The 


took the whole trade into their own hands; and, 
their returns proving ſucceſsful, they divided them 
ſelves into ſtaplers and merchant adventurers; the 


former reſiding conſtantly at one place, the latter 


trying their fortunes in other towns and ſtates abroad 
| with cloth and other manufactures. This ſucceſs 


lo enraged the Hanſe-towns, that they tried all the 


Camden, p. 493. X Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 36. 
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Appendix methods, which a diſcontented people could deviſe, 


to draw upon the Engliſh merchants the ill opinion 
of other nations and ſtates. They prevailed ſo far 
as to obtain an imperial edict, by which the Engliſh 
were prohibited all commerce in the empire: The 
queen, by way of retaliation, retained ſixty of their 
ſhips, which had been ſeized in the river Tagus 
with contraband goods of the Spaniards. Theſe 
| ſhips the queen intended to have reſtored, as defir- 
Ing to have compromiſed all differences with thoſe 
trading cities; but when ſhe was informed that a 
general aſſembly was held at Lubec, in order to 
concert meaſures tor diſtreſſing the Engliſh trade, 
the cauſed the ſhips and cargoes to be confiſcated ; 


Only two of them were releaſed to carry home the 
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news, and to inform theſe ſtates that ſhe had the 
greateſt contempt imaginable for all their proceed- 

3 VIII. in order to fit out a navy, was 
obliged to hire ſhips from Hamburgh, Lubec, 
Dantzic, Genoa, and Venice : But Elizabeth, very 
early in her reign, put affairs upon a better footing ; 
both by building ſome ſhips of her own, and by en- 
couraging the merchants to build large trading vel- 
ſels, which on occaſion were converted into ſhips of 
war”, In the year 1582, the ſeamen in England 
were found to be fourteen thouſand two hundred 
and ninety-five men“; the number of veſſels twelve 
hundred and thirty-two ; of which there were only 
two hundred and ſeventeen above eighty tons. 
Monſon pretends, that though navigation decayed 
in the firſt years of James I. by the practice of the 
merchants, who carried on their trade in foreign 
bottoms ?, yet before the year 1640 this number 
of ſeamen was tripled in England.. 0 


1 Lives of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 470. m Camden, 

p. 388. Monſon, p. 256. . © Tþid. p. 300. 
? Ibid. p. 210. 256. | | | | 
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Tan navy which the queen left at her deceaſe Appendix 
appears conſiderable, when we reflect only on the © 5 1 
number of veſſels, which were forty-two : But when Military 
we conſider that none of theſe ſhips carried above “. 
forty guns; that four only came up to that number; 

that there were but two ſhips of a thouſand tons; 

and twenty-three below five hundred, ſome of fifty, 


and ſome even of twenty tons; and that the whole 


number of guns belonging to the fleet was ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-four *; we muſt entertain a 
contemptible idea of the Engliſh navy, compared 
to the force which it has now attained *. In the 
year 1588, there were not above five veſlels fitted 
out by the noblemen and ſea-ports which exceeded 
two hundred tons *. . 9 5 

IN the year 1599, an alarm was given of an in- 
vaſion by the Spaniards; and the queen equipped a 
fleet and levied an army in a fortnight to oppoſe 


them. Nothing gave foreigners a higher idea of 


the power of England than this ſudden armament. 


| In the year 1575, all the militia in the kingdom 
| were computed at a hundred and eighty-two thou— 
| ſand nine hundred and twenty-nine *. A diſtribu- 
| tion was made, in the year 1595, of a hundred and 
| forty thouſand men, beſides thoſe which Wales 


could ſupply *. Theſe armies were formidable by 


| their numbers; but their diſcipline and experience 
| were not proportionate. Small bodies from Dun- 
| kirk and Newport frequently ran over and plundered 


the eaſt coaſt : So unht was the militia, as it was 
then conſtituted, for the defence of the kingdom. 
The lords lieutenants were firſt appointed to the 


counties in this reign. 


Mx. Murden * has publiſhed, from the Saliſbury 


| collections, a paper which contains the military force 


4 Monſon, p. 196. The Engliſh navy at preſent carries about 


| 14,0CO guns. r'See note [NN] at the end of the volume. 


s Monſon, p. 300. Lives of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 432+ 
* Strype; vol; iv. p. 2214. P. 608. 
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"pps of the nation at the time of the Spaniſh Armada, 
— and which is ſomewhat different from the account: 


given by our ordinary hiſtorians. It makes all the 


_ able-bodied men of the kingdom amount to a hun. 
dred and eleven thouſand five hundred and thirteen; 


thoſe armed, to eighty thouſand eight hundred aud 
leventy-five; of whom forty-four thouſand ſeven 
hundred and twenty-ſeven were trained. It muſt 
be ſuppoſed, that theſe able-bodied men conſiſted of 


ſuch only as were regiſtered, otherwiſe the ſmail 


number is not to be accounted for. Yet fir Ed- 
ward Coke“ ſaid in the houſe of commons, that he 
was employed about the fame time, together with 


Popham, chief juſtice, to take a ſurvey of all the 


people of England, and that they found them to be 
900,000 of all forts. This ans , by the ordinary 
rules of computation, ſuppoſes that there were above 


200,000 men able to bear arms. Yet even this 


number is ſurpriſingly ſmall. Can we ſuppoſe that 
the kingdom is fix or ſeven times more populous at 
preſent ! And that Murden's was the real number 


of men, excluding catholics and children, and infirm 


perfons? 

HanxRISD fays, that in the muſters taken in the 
years 1574 and 1575, the men fit for ſervice 
amounted to 1,172,674; yet it was believed that a 
full third was omitted. Such uncertainty and con- 
tradiction are there in all theſe accounts. Notwith- 
ſtanding the greatneſs of this number, the ſame au- 


| thor compiains much of the decay of populouinels: 
A vulgar complaint in all places and all ages. 


Guicciardini makes the inhabitants of England in 
this reign amount to two millions. | 
WHATEVER opinion we may form of the comps 


rative populouſneſs of England in different periods, 
it muſt be allowed that, abſtracting from the na. 


tional debt, there is a prodigious increaſe of power 


0 25 April 1641. 
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would be no paradox to affirm, that Ireland alone 


could at preſent exert a greater force than all the 


three kingdoms were capable of at the death of 


queen Elizabeth. And we might go farther, and 
aſſert, that one good 1910 in England is able to 
make, at leaſt to ſupport, a greater effort than 


the whole kingdom was capable of in the reign of 


Harry V.; when the maintainance of a garriſon in a 


ſmall town like Calais formed more than a third of 
the ordinary national expence. Such are the effects 


of liberty, induſtry, and good government! 


Tre ſtate of the Engliſh manufactures was at 


this time very low; and foreign wares of almoſt all 
kinds had the preference. 7, About the year 1590, 
there were in London four perſons only rated in the 
ſubſidy-books ſo high as four hundred pounds *. 
This computation is not, indeed, to be deemed an 


exact eſtimate of their wealth. In 1 567 there were 


found, on inquiry, to be four thouſand eight hun- 


dred ag fifty-one ſtran gers of all nations in London: : 


Ok whom three thouſand eight hundred and chirty- 


eight were Flemings, and only fifty-eight Scots *. 
The perſecutions in France and the Low Countries 


| drove afterwards a greater number of foreigners into 
| England; and the commerce as well as manufac- 


tures of that kingdom was very much improved by 


them b. It was then that ſir Thomas Grefham built, 


at his own charge, the magnificent fabric oi the 


Exchange for the reception of the merchants : The 
queen viſited it, and gave it the appellation of the 


Royal Exchange. 
By a lucky accident in language, which has a 


oreat effect on men's ideas, the invidious word 


uſury, which formerly meant the taking of any 


intereſt for money, came now to expreſs only the 


„D' Ewes, p- 70. z Id, p- 497. 
Haynes, p. 41, 462. Stowe, p. 668. 
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but permits ten per cent. intereſt to be paid. 
Henry IV. of France reduced intereſt to 64 per 


cent: An indication of the great advance of France 


above England in commerce. 
Ds. Howe, ſays , that queen Elizabeth, in the 
third of her reign, was preſented with a pair of 


black filk knit ſtockings by her filkwoman, and 


never wore cloth hoſe any more. The author of 


the preſent ſtate of England ſays, that about 1577, 


pocket watches were firſt brought into England 


from Germany. They are thought to have been 
invented at Nurembergh. About 1 580, the uſe of 
_ coaches was introducgd by the earl of Arundel“. 


Before that time, the queen, on public occaſions, 


rode behind her chamberlain. 


Camven fays, that in 1581 Randolph, fo much 
employed by the queen in foreign embaſſies, pol. 


ſeſſed the office of poſt-maſter-general of England, 


It appears, therefore, that poſts were then eſtabliſh. 
ed; though from Charles I. 's regulations in 1635, 


it would ſeem that few poſt-houſes were erected 
before that time. 


IN a remonſtrance of the Hanſe 1 Ma to the diet 


of the empire in 1582, it is affirmed that England 


exported annually about 200,000 pieces of cloth *, 


'This number ſeems to be much exaggerated. 


IN the fifth of this reign was enacted the firſt Jaw 
for the relief of the por. 
A jupicious author of that age confirms the 


vulgar obſervation, that the kingdom was depopu- 
lating from the increaſe of incloſures and decay of 
tillage; and he aſcribes the reaſon very juſtly to the 
reſtraints put on the exportation of corn; while full 
liberty was allowed to export all the produce of pal- 
turage, ſuch as wool, hides, leather, tallow, &c. 


© Hiſtory of the World, vol ii. p. 222. « Anderſon, 
WAS þ ES. Anderſon, vol. i j. p. 424. 
a 5 Thele 
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Theſe prohibitions of exportation were derived from 8 | 

the prerogative, and were very injudicious. , The —— 

queen, once, on the commencement of her reign, 

had tried a contrary practice, and with good ſucceſs. 

From the ſame author we learn, that the complaints, 

renewed in our time, were then very common, con- 

cerning the high prices of every thing. There 

ſeem, indeed, to have been two periods in which 

prices roſe remarkably | in England, namely, that in 

queen Elizabeth's reign, when they are computed to 

have doubled; and that in the preſent age. Between 

the two, there ſeems to have been a ſtagnation. It 
would appear that induſtry, during that intermediate 

period, increaſed as faſt as gold and ſilver, and kept 
commodities nearly at a par with money. 

THERE were two attempts made in this reign to 
ſettle colonies in America; one by fir Humphrey 
Gilbert in Newfoundland, another by fir Walter 
Raleigh in Virginia: But neither of theſe projects 
proved ſucceſsful. All thoſe noble ſettlements were 
made in the following reigns. The current ſpecie 
of the kingdom in the end of this reign is computed 

at four millions s. 

Tre earl of Leiceſter defiped fir Francis Walſing- 
ham, then ambaſſador in France, to provide him 
with a riding-maſter in that country, to whom he 
promiſes a hundred pounds a- year, beſides maintain- 
ing himſelf and ſervant, and a couple of horſes. 1 
% know,” adds the an. * that ſuch a man as I 
want may receive higher Wages in France: But 


A compendious c or brief Examination of certain a ordinary 
Complaints of divers of our countrymen. The author ſays, 
that in 20 or 30 years before 1581, commodities had in general 
riſen 50 per cent.; ſome more. Cannot you, neighbour, re- 
member, ſays he, that withia theſe 30 years, I could in this town 
buy the beſt pig or gooſe I could lay my hands on for four- 
pence, which now coſteth twelve-pence; a good capon for three- 
pence or four-pence, a chicken for a penny, a hen for two- 
pence? p. 35. Yet the price of ordiwary labour was then rights 
pence a day, p. 31. 


Lives of the Admirals, vol. i. P. 475 
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e let him conſider, that a ſhilling in England goes 
<« as far as two ſhillings in France.“ It is known 
that every thing is much changed ſince that time. 
TEE nobility in this age ſtill ſupported, in ſome 
degree, the ancient magnificence in their hoſpita. 


lity, and in the numbers of their retainers ; and the 


queen found it prudent to retrench, by proclama. 


tion, their expences in this laſt particular“. The 


expence of hoſpitality ſhe ſomewhat encouraged by 
the frequent viſits ſhe paid her nobility, and the 
_ ſumptuous feaſts which ſhe received from them“. 
The earl of Leiceſter gave her an entertainment in 


Kenilworth caſtle, which was extraordinary for ex- 
pence and magnificence. Among other particulars, 


We are told, that three hundred and fixty-five hogl. 
heads of beer were drunk at it!. The earl had for. 


tified this caſtle at oreat expence; and it contained 


arms for ten thouſand men”. The earl of Derby 
had a family confiſting of two hundred and forty 
ſervants". Stowe remarks it as a ſingular proof of 
beneficence in this nobleman, that he was contented 
with his rent from his tenants, and exacted not any 
extraordinary ſervices from them: A proof that the 


great power of the ſovereign (what was almoſt un- 


avoidable) had very generally countenanced the 


> Digges's Complete Ambaſſador. i Strype, vol. ill. 


* Appendix, p. 54. 


. Harriſon, aſter enumerating the queen's palaces, adds: 


% But what ſhall I need to take upon me to repeat all, and tell 
what houſes the. queen's majeſty hath ? Sith all is hers; and 
 « when it pleaſeth her in the ſummer ſeaſon to recreate herſelf 


e abroad, and view the eſtate of the country, and hear the com- 


„ plaints of her poor commons injured by her unjuſt officers or 


« their ſubſtitutes, every nobleman's houſe is her palace, where 


e ſhe continueth during pleaſure, and till ſhe return again to 
«© ſome of her own, in which ſhe remaineth ſo long as {ic 


+: pleaſeth.” Book ii. chap. 15. Surcly one may ſay of ſuch 
a gueſt what Cicero ſays to Atticus on occaſion of a viſit paid 


him by Cæſar: Hoſpes tamen non is cui diceres, amabo te, £0 


dem ad me cum revertere. Lib, xiii. Ep. 52. If ſhe relieved 
the people from oppreſſions (to whom it ſeems the law coul 


give no relief), her viſits were a great oppreſſion on the nobilit 


_ * Biogr. Brit, vol. iii. p. 1791. n Strype, vol. u. 
P. 304. | Stowe, p. 674. 2 
nobilii 


r MED TX HE 
- nobility in tyranniſing over the people. Burleigh,” appendix 


though he was frugal, and had no paternal eſtate, 


kept a family conſiſting of a hundred ſervants . He 


had a ſtanding table for gentlemen, and two other 


tables for perſons of meaner condition, which were al- 


ways {erved alike, whether he were in town or in the 

country. About his perſon he had people of great diſ- 
tinction, inſomuch that he could reckon up twenty 
gentlemen retainers, who had each a thouſand pounds 


a- year; and as many among his ordinary ſervants, 


who were worth from a thouſand pounds to three, 
ſive, ten, aud twenty thouſand pounds “. It is to be 
1 remarked, that though the revenues of the crown 
Vere at that time very ſmall, the miniſters and 
courtiers ſometimes found means, by employing the 
boundleſs prerogative, to acquire greater fortunes 
than it is poſſible for them at preſent to amaſs, from 
their larger ſalaries, and more limited authority. 


Bunl icht entertained the queen twelve ſeveral 
times in his country houſe; where ſhe remained 


three, four, or five weeks at” a time. Each viſit 
colt him two or three thouſand pounds“. The 
quantity of ſilver-plate poſſeſſed by this nobleman 
is ſurpriſing: No leſs than fourteen or fifteen thou- 
land pounds weight; which, beſides the faſhion, 
would be above forty-two thouſand pounds ſterling 
in value. Yet Burleigh left only 400 pounds a- 
year in land, and 11,000 pounds in money; and as 
land was then commonly fold at ten years? purchaſe, 
his plate was nearly equal to all the reſt of his for- 
tune. It appears that little value was then put upon 
the faſhion of the plate, which probably was but 
rude : The weight was > chietly conlidered *. 5 


4. » Btrppe; vol iii. p. 129. Arend 5 Life of Burleigh, 
publiſhed by Collins, 4 Ibid. p. 40. | 


See note [OO j at the end of the volume. This appears 
from Burleigh's will: He ſpecifies only the number of ounces 
to be given do each legatee, and appoints a goldſmith to fee it 


WC Shed out to chem, without making any diſtinction of the pieces. 
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Bur, though there were preſerved great remain: 
of the ancient cuſtoms, the nobility were by degrees 
acquiring a taſte for elegant luxury; and many edi. 


fices in particular were built by them, neat, large, 


and ſumptuous, to the great ornament of the king. 
dom, ſays Camden*; but to the no leſs decay of 
the glorious hoſpitality of the nation. Ie is, how. 
ever, more reaſonable to think, that this new turn 


of expence promoted arts and induſtry ; ; While the 


ancient hoſpitality was the ſource of vice, diſorder, 


ſedition, and idleneſs “. 


AmMoNG the other ſpecies of luxury, that of ap- 


parel began much to increaſe during this age ; and 


the queen thought proper to reſtrain it by proclama. 


tion“. Her example was very little conformable 


to her edits. As no woman was ever more con- 


ceited of her beauty, or more defirous of making 
impreſſion on the hearts of beholders, no one ever 


went to a greater extravagance in apparel, or ſtudied 


more the variety and richneſs of her dreſſes. She 


appeared almoſt every day in a different habit; and 


tried all the ſeveral modes by which ſhe hoped to 


render herſelf agreeable. She was alſo ſo fond of her 


clothes, that ſhe never could part with any of them; 
and at her death ſhe had in her wardrobe all the dif. 


ferent habits, to the number of three thouſand, 


which ſhe had ever worn in her lifetime *. 


Tus retrenchment of the ancient hoſpitality, and 


the diminution of retainers, were favourable to the 
prerogative of the ſovereign ; and, by diſabling the 


reat noblemen from reſiſtance, promoted the exe- 


cution of the laws, and extended the authority ot 


the courts of juſtice. There were many peculiar 
cauſes in the ſituation and character of Henry VII. 


which augmented the authority of the crown: Moſt 


Page 452. u gece note PP) at the end of the "dum, | 
Camden, p. 3 | Carte, vol. 1 iii. p. 702. from 
Beaumont's Pilputehone 


of 
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of theſe cauſes concurred in ſucceeding princes; 
together with the factions in religion, and the ac- 
quiſition of the ſupremacy, a moſt important article 


of prerogative: But the manners of the age were 


a general cauſe which operated during this whole 
period, and which continually tended to diminiſh 


the riches, and {till more the influence of the ari- 


ſtocracy, anciently ſo formidable to the crown. The 
habits of luxury diſſipated the immenſe fortunes of 
the ancient barons ; and as the new methods of ex- 
pence gave ſubſiſtence to mechanics and merchants, 
who lived in an independent manner on the fruits of 


their own induſtry, a nobleman, inſtead of that un- 
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limited aſcendant which he was wont to aſſume over 
thoſe who were maintained at his board, or ſubſiſted _ 
by ſalaries conferred on them, retained only that 


moderate influence which cuſtomers have over 


tradeſmen, and which can never be dangerous to 


civil government. The landed proprietors alſo, 


having a greater demand for money than for men, 


endeavoured to turn their lands to the beſt account 


with regard to profit; and, either incloſing their 


fields, or joining many ſmall farms into a few large 


ones, diſmiſſed thoſe uſeleſs hands which formerly 
were always at their call in every attempt to ſubvert 


the government, or oppoſe a neighbouring baron. 


By all theſe means the cities increaſed ; the middle 
rank of men began to be rich and powerful; the 


prince, who in effect was the ſame with the law, 
was implicitly obeyed ; and though the farther pro- 


greſs of the fame cauſes begat a new plan of liberty, 


tounded on the privileges of the commons, yet in 
the interval between the fall of the nobles and the 


riſe of this order, the ſovereign took advantage of 
the preſent ſituation, and aſſumed an authority al- 


moſt abſolute, 


WrarteyzR may be commonly imagined, from 


the authority of lord Bacon, and from that of Har-. 


fington, and later authors, the laws of Henry VII. 
| 1 cContri- 
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contributed very little towards the great eden 
Which happened about this period in the Engliſh 


conſtitution. The practice of breaking entails by a 
"fine and recovery had been introduced in the pre- 
ceding reigns; and this prince only gave indirect 
24 legal ſanction to the practice, by reforming ſome 
abuſes which attended it. But the ſettled authork 
which he acquired to the crown, enabled the fove. 


reign to encroach on the ſeparate juriſdictions of the 


barons, and produced a more general and regular 
execution of the laws. The counties palatine un- 


derwent the ſame fate as the feudal powers; and, 
by a ſtatute of Henry VIII.“, the juriſdiction of 


theſe counties was annexed to the crown, and all 
- writs were ordained to run in the king's name. But 

the change of manners was the chief cauſe of the 
| ſecret revolution of government, and ſubverted the 
Q power of the barons. There appear ſtill in this 
reign ſome remains of the ancient flavery of the 
boors and peaſants * but none afterwards. 


Learning. 


LEARNING, on its revival, was held in high eſti- 


mation by the Engliſh princes and nobles; and as 
it was not yet proſtituted by being too common, 


even the great deemed it an object of ambition to 


attain a character for literature. The four ſuccel- 


ſive ſovereigns, Henry, Edward, Mary, and Eliza- 
* beth, may on one account or other be admitted into 
the claſs of authors. Queen Catharine Parr tran. 
lated a book: Lady Jane Gray, conſidering her 
age, and her flex, a her ſtation, may be regarded 
- as a prodigy of literature. Sir Thomas Smith was 
- raiſed from being profeſſor in Cambridge, firſt to be 


 ambafſador to France, then lecretary of ſtate. The 
" diſpatches of thoſe times, and among others thote of 


* Burleigh himſelf, are frequently interlarded witl 


quotations from the Greek and Latin claſſics. Even 


"he: ladies of the court valued themſelves on | Know: 


WES, 17 en In £ Ny mer, tom. xv. p. 731 


ledge: 
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edge : Lady Burleigh, lady Bacon, and their two Appendix 
fiſters, were miſtreſſes of the ancient as well as CL 


modern languages; and placed more pride in their 
erudition than in their rank and quality. 
QUEEN Elizabeth wrote and tranſlated ſeveral 
books; and ſhe was familiarly acquainted with the 
Greek as well as Latin tongue“. It is pretended 
that ſhe made an extemporary reply in Greek to the 
univerſity of Cambridge, who had addreſſed her 
in that language. Ir is certain; that ſhe anſwered 
in Latin without U and in a very ſpi- 
rited manner, to the Poliſh ambaſſador, who had 
been wanting in reſpect to her. When ſhe had 
finiſhed, ſhe turned about to her courtiers, and ſaid, 
Bo God's death, my lords!“ (for ſhe was much ad- 
dicted to ſwearing,) «© I have been forced this day 
„ to ſcour up my old Latin that bath long lain 


* ruſting *.”? Elizabeth, even after ſhe was queen, 


did not entirely drop the ambition of appearing as 
an author; and, next to her defire of ambition for 
beauty, this ſeems to have been the chief object of 
her vanity. She tranſlated Boethius of the Conſo- 
lation of Philos ſophy; in order, as ſhe pretended, to 


allay her grief for Henry IV.'s change of religion. 


As far as we can judge from Elizabeth's compoſi- 
tions, we may pronounce, that notwithſtanding her 
: application and her excellent parts, her taſte in lite- 
rature was but indifferent: She was much inferior 
to her ſucceſſor in this particular, who w as himfelt 
no perfect model of eloquence. _ 


UN HAPPILx for literature, at leaſt for che Naked 


7 Of this age, the queen's vanity lay more in ſhining 
by her own learning, than in encouraging men of 
genius by her liberality. Spenſer himſelf, the fittelt 


Engliſh writer of his age, was long neglected 3 and 


after the death of fir Philip Sydney, his patron, was 


allowed to die almoſt for want. This poet contains 


See note [QQ ] at the end of the volume. Speed. 
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great beauties, a ſweet and harmonious verſification, 
eaſy elocution, a fine imagination : Yet does the 
peruſal of his work become ſo tedious, that one 
never finiſhes it from the mere pleaſure which it 


affords: It ſoon becomes a kind of taſk reading ; 


and it requires ſome effort and reſolution to carry 


us on to the end of his long performance. This 


effect, of which every one is conſcious, is uſually 


_ aſcribed to the change of manners: But manners 
have more changed ſince Homer's age; and yet 


that poet remains ſtill the favourite of every reader 
of taſte and judgment. Homer copied true natural 


manners, which, however rough or uncultivated, 
will always form anagreeable and intereſting picture: 


But the pencil of the Engliſh poet was employed in 
drawing the affectations, and conceits, and fopperies 


of chivalry, which appear ridiculous as ſoon as they 
loſe the recommendation of the mode. The tedi- 
ouſneſs of continued allegory, and that too ſeldom 


ſtriking or ingenious, has allo contributed to render 


the Fairy Queen peculiarly tireſome ; not to men- 


tion the too great frequency of its deſcriptions, and 


the languor of its ſtanza. Upon the whole, Spenſer 
maintains his place upon the ſhelves among our 
Engliſh claſſics ; but he is ſeldom ſeen on the table; 
and there is ſcarcely any one, if he dares to be in- 


genuous, but will confeſs, that, notwithſtanding all 
the merit of the poet, he affords an entertainment 


with which the palate is ſoon ſatiated. Several wri- 


ters of late have amuſed themſelves in copying the 


ſtyle of Spenſer; and no imitation has been ſo 


indifferent as not to bear a great reſemblance to the 
original: His manner is fo peculiar, that it is al- 


molt impoſſible not to transfer ſome of it into the 
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NOTE [AÞ P- 13 


H E parliament alſo granted the queen the duties of 
_ tonnage and poundage; but this conceſſion was at 
that time regarded only as a matter of form, and ſne 
had levied theſe duties before they were voted by parlia- 
ment. But there was another exertion of power which ſhe 
practiſed, and which people, in the preſent age, from their 
ignorance of ancient practices, may be apt to think a little 
extraordinary. Her ſiſter, after the commencement of the 
war with France, had, from her own authority, impoſed 
four marks on each ton of wine imported, and had in- 
creaſed the poundage a third on all commodities. Queen 
Elizabeth continued theſe impoſitions as long as ſhe 
thought convenient. "Lhe parliament, who had fo good 
an opportunity of reſtraining theſe arbitrary taxes, when 
they voted the topnage and poundage, thought not proper 
to make any mention of them. I hey knew that the ſo- 
vereign, during that age, pretended to have the ſole regu- 
lation of foreign trade, and that their intermeddling with 
that prerogative would have drawn on them the ſevereſt 
reproof, if not chaſtiſement. See Forbes, vol. i. p. 132, 
133. We know certainly, from the ſtatutes and journals, 
chat no ſuch impoſitions were granted by parliament. 
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NOTE [B), p. 26. 


NOX, 5. 127. We ſhall ſuggeſt afterwards ſome 
reaſons to ſuſpect, that perhaps no expreſs promiſe 


was ever given. Calummies eafily ariſe during times of 


faction, eſpecially thoſe of the religious kind, when men 
think every art lawiul for promoting their Fatpoſe. The 
congregation in their manifeſto, in which they enumerate 


all the articles of the regent's mal-adminiſtration, do not 
reproach her with this breach of promiſe. It was probably 


nothing but a rumour ſpread abroad to catch the populace. 
If the papiſts have ſometimes maintained, that no faith 
was to be kept with heretics, their adverſaries ſeem alſo 


to have thought, that no truth ought to be told of ido- 


laters. 


'NOTE 73, P. 3 


.POTSWOOD, p. 146. Melvil, p. 29. Knox, p. 
226. 228. Leſley, lib. x. 1 hat there was really no 


violation of the capitulation of Perth, appears from the 
manifeſto of the congregation, in Knox, p. 184. in which 


it is no ſo much as pretended. The companies of Scotch 


ſoldiers were probably in Scotch pay, ſince the congrega- 
tion complains, that the country was oppreſſed with taxes 
to maintain armies. Knox, p. 164, 165. And even if 
they had been in French pay, it had been no breach of 


the capitulation, ſince they were national troops, not 


French. Knox does not ſay, p. 139, that any of the in- 
habitants of Perth were tried or puniſhed for their paſt of- 
fences; but only that they were oppreſſed with the quar- 
tering of ſoldiers: And the congregation, in their mani- 
feſto, ſay only that many of them had fled for fear. This 


plain detection of the calumny, with regard to the breach 


of the capitulation of Perth, may make us ſuſpect a like 
calumny with regard to the pretended promiſe not to give 


ſentence againſt the miniſters. The affair lay altogether 
between the regent and the laird of Dun; and that gen- 
tleman, though a man of ſenſe and character, might be 


willing to take ſome general profeſſions for promiſes. It 


the queen, overawed by the power of the congregation, 


gave ſuch a promule 1 in order to have nn to proceed to 
| 24 ſen- 
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* could it ſerve? 


NOTE TDI, p. 31. 


K NOX, 1 5. 15 5. This author pretends $a 


this article was agreed to verbally, but that. the 


queen's ſcribes omitted it in the treaty which was figned. 
The ſtory 1s very unlikely, or rather very abſurd and in 
the mean time it is allowed that the article is not in the 


treaty; nor do the congregation, in their ſubſequent ma- 
niteſto, inſiſt upon it. 


religion idolatry x ? 


NOTE [E}, p. 33- 


Tus Scotch bende i in. their declaration, aß. cc How 
« far we have ſought ſupport of England, or of any 


« other prince, and what juſt cauſe we had and have ſo to 
« do, we ſhall ſhortly make manifeſt unto the world, to 


«the praiſe of God's holy name, and to the confulion of 


« all thoſe that ſlander us for ſo doing: For this we fear 
4 not to confeſs, that, as in this enterpriſe againſt the 
« devil, againſt idolatry and the maintainers of the ſame, 


ce we chiefly and only ſeek God's glory to be notified unto | 


“men, fin to be puniſhed, and virtue to be maintained 
ec ſo where power faileth of ourſelves, we will ſeek it 
« whereſoever God ſhall offer the ſame.” 


NOTE [F}, p. 80. 


HIS year the council of Trent was diſſolved, "hob 
had Souls from 1545. The publication of its decrees 


aa anew the general ferment in Europe; while the 
cathohcs endeavoured to enforce the acceptance of them, 


and the proteſtants rejected them. The religious contro- 
verſies were too far advanced to expect that any conviction 
would reſult from the decrees of this council. It is the 


only * council which has been held in an age truly 
learned | 


a ſentence ; how could ſhe expect to have power to exe- 
cute a ſentence ſo inſidiouſly obtained? 4 to what pur- 


Knox, p. 184. Beſides, would 
the queen regent, in an article of a treaty, call her on 


Knox, p. 176. 


' 


NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME, 
learned and inquiſitive z and as the hiſtory of it has been 
written with great penetration and judgment, it has tended 
very much to expoſe clerical uſurpations and mtrigues, and 
may ſerve us as a ſpecimen of more ancient councils. No 
one expects to ſee another general council, till the decay 
of learning and the progreſs of ignorance ſhall again fit 
mankind for theſe great impoſtures. 


NOTE TG p. 9 


1" appears, however, from Randolf's Letters (ſec 

Keith, p. 290.), that ſome offers had been made to 
that miniſter, of ſeizing Lenox and Darnley, and deliver- 
ing them into queen Elizabeth's hands. Melvil confirms 
the ſame ſtory, and ſays, that the deſign was acknowledged 
by the conſpirators, p. 56. This ſerves to juſtify the ac- 
count given by the queen's party of the Raid of Baith, as 
it is called. See farther, Goodall, vol. ii. p. 358. The 
other conſpiracy, of which Murray complained, is much 
more uncertain, and is founded on very doubtful evi- 
dence. i 


NOTE CHI, p. 96. 
PUCHANAN confeſſes that | Rizzio was vely; but it 


may be inferred, from the narration of that author, 
that he was young. He ſays that, on the return of ths 
duke of Savoy to Turin, Rizzio was in adoleſcentiæ vigore, 
in the vigour of youth. Now that event happened only a 
few years before, lib. xvii. cap. 44. That Bothwel was 
Young appears, among many other invincible proofs, 
from Mary's inſtructions to the biſhop of Dumblain, her 
ambaſſador at Paris ; where ſhe ſays, that, in 1559, only 
eight years before, he was very young. He might there- 
fore have been about thirty when he married het. See 
Keith's Hiſtory, p. 388. From the appendix to the 
H£piſtele Reguin Scotorum, it appears by authentic docu- 
ments, that Patrick earl of Bothwel, father to James; 
who eſpouſed queen Mary, was alive till near the year 
1560, Buchanan, by a miſtake, which has been long ag9 
corrected, calls him James, 
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Kork 7 p- 110. 4 


MART r herſelf Confeſſed, in her inſtructions to hs am- 


baſſadors whom ſhe ſent to France, that Bothwel 
perſuaded all the noblemen that their application in fayour 
of his marriage was agreeable to her. Keith, p. 389. 
Anderſon, vol. i. p. 94. Murray afterwards produced to 
queen Elizabeth's commiſſioners a paper, ſigned by Mary, 
by which ſhe permitted them to make this application to 


her. This permiſſion was a ſufficient declaration of her 
intentions, and was efteemed equivalent to a command. 


Anderſon, vol. iv. p. 59. They even aſſerted, that the 
houfe 1h which they met was ſurrounded with armed men. 
Goodall, vol. ii. p. 141. 


NOTE K. p. 141. 


TARY's cotiplltc of the queen's partiality in admit- 


* ting Murray to a conference was a mere pretext, in 


order to break off the conference. She indeed employs 
that reaſon in her order for that purpoſe, (ſee Goodall, 


vol. ii. P. 184.)z but in her private letter, her commiſſioners 
are directed to make uſe of that order to prevent her ho- 


nour from being attacked. Goodall, vel. ii. p. 183. It 


was abroad when her ſubjects rebelled, and reduced her 
to captivity : He had only accepted of the regency when 
voluntarily proffered him by the nation. His being ad- 
mitted to queen Elizabeth's preſence was therefore a very 


rence 3 and was W a mere pretence. 


NOTE [1 p: 


WE. ſhall not enter into a long diſcuſſion. concerning 


ne, that they are ſuppoſed to have paſſed through the earl 


of Morton” s hands, the leaſt ſcrupulous of all Mary's 


enemies; and that they are to the laſt os a indecent, and. 
Vor. V. K k even 


was therefore the accuſation only ſhe was afraid of. 
Murray was the leaſt obnoxious of all her enemies. He 


bad foundation for a quarrel, or for breaking off the con- 


the authenticity of theſe letters: We ſhall only re- 
mark in general, that the chief objections againſt them 
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even ſomewhat inelegant, ſuch as it is not likely ſhe would 
write. But to theſe preſumptions we may oppole the fol. 
lowing confiderations. (I.) T "hough it be not difficult to 
_ counterfeit a ſubſcription, it is very difficult, and almoſt 
impoſſible, to counterfeit ſeveral pages, ſo as to reſemble 
exactly the hand-writing of any perſon. Theſe letters 
were examined and compared with Mary's hand-writing 
by the Engliſh privy-council, and by a great many of the 
nobilit among whom were ſeveral partiſans of that 

F N They might have been examined by the biſhop 
bf Roſs, . Hertel and others of Mary's commiſſioners, 
The regent muſt have expected that they would be very 
critically examined by them : And had they not been able 
to ſtand that teſt, he was only preparing a ſcene of con- 
Fuſion 'to' himſelf. Biſhop Leſly expreſsly declines the 
comparing of the hands, which he calls no legal proof. 
Goodall, vol. ii. p. 389. (2.) The letters are very long, 
much longer than they needed to have been, 1n order to 
ſerve the purpoſes of Mary's enemies; a circumſtance 
which increaſed the difficulty, and expoſed any forgery the 
more to the riſk of a detection. (3.) They are not ſo groſs 
and palpable as forgeries commonly are, for they till leſt 
a pretext for Mary's friends to aſſert, that their mean- 
ing was ſtrained to make them appear criminal. See 
Goodall, vol. ii. p. 361. (4.) There is a long contract 
of marriage, ſaid to be written by the earl of Huntley, 
and ſigned by the queen, before Bothwel's acquittal. 
Would Morton, without any neceſſity, have thus doubled 
the difficulties of the forgery and the danger of detection? 
CF.) The letters are indifereet; but ſuch was apparently 
Mary's conduct at that time: They are inelegant ; but 
they have a careleſs, natural air, like letters haſtily written 


between familiar friends. (6.) They contain ſuch a variety 


of particular circumſtances as nobody could have thought 
of inventing, eſpectallyas they muſt neceſſarily have afforded 
her many means of detection. (7.) We have not the ori- 
ginals of the letters, which were in French: We have 
only a Scotch and Latin tranſlation from the original, and 


a French tranflation profeſſedly done from the Latin. 


| Now it is remarkable that the Scotch tranſlation is full of 
Galliciſms, and is clearly a tranſlation from a French 
original: Such as, make fault, faire. des fautes ; make it 
ſeem that 1 believe, faire Jemblant de le crcire; make brel, 
faire breche ; this is my ff journey, Ceft-ma premiere Jaun. 
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nie; have you not defire to laugh, Wavez vous pas envie de 
rire ? the place will hald unto the death, la place tiendra 


juſqu à la mort; he may not come forth of the houſe this long 
time, il ne peut pas ſortir du logis de long tems; to make me 


advertiſement, fair i avertir ;, put order to it, mettre ordre 


cela; diſcharge your. heart, decharger votre caeur z make gud 


avatch, faites bonne garde; &c. (8.) There is a converſa- 


tion which ſhe mentions between herſelf and the king one 


evening : But Murray produced before the Engliſh com- 


miſſioners the teſtimony of one Crawford, a gentleman of 


the earl of Lenox, who ſwore that the king, on her de- 


parture from him, gave him an account of the ſame con- 
verſation. (9-) There ſeems very little reaſon why Mur- 


ray and his affociates ſhould run the riſk of ſuch a dan- 


gerous forgery, which muſt have rendered them infamous, 
if detected; ſince their cauſe, from Mary's known con- 


duct, even without theſe letters, was ſufficiently good and 


juſtifiable. (10.) Murray expoſed theſe letters to the exa- 


mination of perſons qualified to judge of them; the Scotch 


council, the Scotch parliament, queen Elizabeth and her 


council, who were poſſeſſed of a great number of Mary's 
genuine letters. (11.) He gave Mary herſelf an oppor- 


tunity of refuting and expoſing him, if ſhe had choſen to 


lay hold of it. (12.) The letters tally ſo well with all 


the other parts of her conduct during that tranſaction, that 


theſe proofs throw the ſtrongeſt light on each other. (13.) 


Tze duke of Norfolk, who had examined theſe papers, 


and who favoured ſo much the queen of Scots that he in- 


| tended to marry her, and in the end loſt his life in her 


cauſe, yet believed them authentic, and was fully convinced 
of her guilt. This appears not only from his letters above 
mentioned to queen Elizabeth and her miniſters, but b 


bis ſecret acknowledgment to Banniſter, his moſt truſty 


confidant. See State Trials, vol. i. p. 81. In the con- 


ferences between the duke, ſecretary Lidington, and the 

biſhop of Roſs, all of them zealous partiſans of that 
princeſs, the ſame thing is always taken for granted. Ibid. 
p. 74, 75. See, farther, MS. in the Advocates” library, 


A. 3. 28. p. 314. from Cott. lib. Calig. c. 9. Indeed the 


duke's full perſuaſion of Mary's guilt, without the leaſt 


doubt or heſitation, could not have had place, if he had 


found Lidington or the biſhop of Roſs of a different 
opinion, or it they had ever told him that theſe letters were 
| forged. It is to be remarked, that Lidington, being one 


KS. 
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of the accomplices, knew the whole bottom of the con- 
ſpiracy againſt king Henry, and was beſides a man of ſuch 
penetration that nothing could eſcape him in ſuch inte- 
reſting events. (14.) I need not repeat the preſumption 
drawn from Mary's refuſal to anſwer. The only excuſe 
for her ſilence is, that ſhe ſuſpected Elizabeth to be a par- 
tial judge: It was not indeed the intereſt of that princeſs, 
to acquit and juſtiſy her rival and competitor ; and we ac- 


cordingly find that Lidington, from the ſecret information 


of the duke of Norfolk, informed Mary, by the biſhop of 


Ros, that the queen of England never meant to come to a 
deciſion; but only to get into her hands the proofs of Marys 
guilt, in order to blaſt her character. See State Trials, 


vol. i. p. 77. But this was a better reaſon for declining 


the conference altogether, than for breaking it off on fri- 
volous pretences, the very moment the chief accuſation 


was unexpectedly opened againſt her. Though ſhe could 


not expect Elizabeth's final deciſion in her favour, it was of 


importance to give a ſatisfactory anſwen if ſhe had any, to 
the accuſation of the Scotch commiſſioners. I hat anſwer, 
could have been diſperſed for the ſatisfaction of the public, 


of foreign nations, and of poſterity. And ſurely, after 
the accuſation and proofs were in queen Elizabeth's hands, 
it could do no harm to give in the anſwers. Mary's inform- 
a⁊tion, that the queen never intended to come to a deciſion, 
could be no obſtacle to her juſtification. (15. ) The very 
diſappearance of theſe letters is a preſumption of their au- 


thenticity. That event can be accounted for no way but 


from the care of king James's friends, who were defirous 
to deſtroy every proof of his mother's crimes. The diſ- 
appearance of Morton's narrative, and of Crawford's evi- 


dence, from the Cotton library, Calig. c. i. muſt have 
proceeded from a like cauſe. See MS. in the Advocatcs' 
library, A. 3. 29. p. 88. = 

I find an objection made to the N of the 


letters, drawn from the vote of the Scotch privy-council, 
which athrms the letters to be written and ſubſcribed by 
queen Mary's own hand; whereas the copies given in to 


the parliament a few days. after, were only written, not 
ſubſcribed. See Goodall, vol. ii. P. 64- 67. But it is not 


5 conſidered that this pt in} Ui 1s of no manner of force: 


1 here. were certainly letters, true or falſe, laid before the 
council; and whether the letters were true or falſe, this 
miſtake. proceeds equally from the inaccuracy or blader 
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of the clerk. The miſtake may be accounted for: The 


letters were only written by her: The ſecond contract 
with Bothwel was only ſubſcribed. A proper accurate 


diſtinction was not made; and they are all ſaid to be 


written and ſubſcribed. A late writer, Mr. Goodall, has 


endeavoured to prove that theſe letters claſh with chrono- 


logy, and: that the queen was not in the places mentioned 
in the letters on the days there aſſigned : To confirm this, 


he produces charters and other deeds ſigned by the queen, 


where the date and place do not agree with the letters. 


But it is well known that the date of charters, and ſuch like 


grants, is no proof of the real day on which they were 


ſigned bythe ſovereign. Papers of that kind commonly paſs 


through different offices: The date is affixed by the firſt 


office, and. may precede very long the day of the ſignature. 


The account given by Morton of the manner in which 
the papers came into his hands is very natural. When 
he gave it to the Engliſh commithoners, he had reaſon to 
think it would be canvaſſed with all the ſeverity of able ad- 


verſaries, intereſted in the higheſt degree to refute it. It is 
probable that he could have confirmed it by many circum- 


ſtances and teſtimonies, ſince they declined the conteſt. 
The ſonnets are inelegant; inſomuch that both Bran- 


tome and Ronſard, who knew queen Mary's ſtyle, were 5 
aſſured, when they ſaw them, that they could not be of her 
compoſition. Jebb, vol. ii. p. 478. But no perfon is equal 


in his productions, eſpecially one whoſe ſtyle is ſo little 
formed as Mary's muſt be ſuppoſed to be. Not to mention 
that ſuch dangerous and criminal enterpriſes leave' little 
tranquillity of mind for elegant poetical compoſitions. 


In a word, queen Mary might eaſily have conducted the 
whole conſpiracy againſt her huſband, without opening her 
mind to any one perſon except Bothwel, and without 


writing a ſcrap of paper about it; but it was very difficult 


to have conducted it fo that her conduct ſhould not betray 
her to men of diſcernment. In the preſent cafe her conduct 


was ſo groſs as to betray her to every body; and fortune 
threw into her enemies hands papers by which they could 


convict her. The ſame infatuation and imprudence, which 
happily is the uſual attendant of great crimes, will account 
tor both. It is proper to obſerve, that there is not one 


circumſtance of the foregoing narrative, contained in the 


hiſtory, that is taken from Knox, Buchanan, or even 


Thuanus, or indeed from any ſuſpected authority, 
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NOTE [M3 p. 145. 
[ JNLESS we take this angry accuſation, advanced by 


queen Mary, to be an argument of Murray's guilt, 
there remains not the leaſt preſumption which ſhould lead 


us to ſuſpect him to have been anywiſe an accomplice in 
the king's murder. That queen never pretended to give 


any proof of the charge ; and her commiſſioners affirmed 


at the time, that they themſelves knew of none, though 
they were ready to maintain its truth by their miſtreſs's 
orders, and would produce ſuch proof as ſhe ſhould fend 
them. It is remarkable that, at that time, it was impol- 
ſible for either her or them to produce any proof; becauſe 


the conferences before the Engliſh commiſſioners were pre- 


viouſly broken off. . Woh off F 
It is true, the biſhop of Roſs, in an angry pamphlet, 
written by him under a borrowed name, (where it is eaſy to 
ſay any thing, ) affirms, that Lord Herreis, a few days after 


the king's death, charged Murray with the guilt, openly to 


his face, at his own table. This latter nobleman, as Leſſy; 
relates the matter, affirmed, that Murray riding in Fife 

with one of his ſervants, the evening before the commiſſion 

of that crime, ſaid to him, among other talk, This night ere 


morning the lord Darnley fhall loſe his life. See Anderſon, 


vol. i. p. 75. But this is only a hearſay of Leſly's con- 
cerning a hearſay of Herreis's, and contains a very impro- 

bable fat. Would Murray, without any uſe or neceſſity, 
communicate to a ſervant, ſuch a dangerous and import- 


ant ſecret, merely by way of converſation ? We may allo | 


obſerve, that lord Herreis himſelf was one of queen Mary's 
commiſſioners who accuſed Murray. Had he ever heard 
this ſtory, or given credit to it, was not that the time to 


have produced it? and not have affirmed, as he did, that 


he for his part knew nothing of Murray's guilt. See 
 Goodath noleiiope 309 5d J“ 
I The earls of Huntley and Argyle accuſe Murray of this 

crime; but the reaſon which they aſſign is ridiculous. He 


= 


had given his conſent to Mary's divorce from the king; 


therefore he was the king's murderer. See Anderſon, vol. 
iv. part 2. p.192. It is a ſure argument that theſe earls 
knew no better proof againſt Murray, otherwiſe they would 
have produced it, and not have inſiſted on ſo abſurd a pre- 


ſumption,. Was not this alfo the time for Huntley to my 


r An 1 
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his writing Mary's contract with Bothwel, if that paper 
„„ n ddr. 
Murray could have no motive to commit that crime. 
The king, indeed, bore him ſome ill will; but the king 
himſelf was become ſo deſpicable, both from his own ill 
conduct and the queen's averſion to him, that he could 
neither do good nor harm to any body. To judge by the 
event in any caſe is always abſurd, eſpecially in the preſent. 


The king's murder, indeed, pt cl fred Murray the regency "= 
+ 4 44 ks 4 yrs ' b r | 13789. f PA 

But much more Mary's ill conduct and imprudence, which 

he could not poſſibly foreſee, ind which never would have 


happened had ſhe been entirely innocent. 
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I BELIEVE there is no reader of common ſenſe who does 
not ſee from the narrative in the text, that the author 
means to ſay, that queen Mary refuſes conſtantly to anſwer 
before the Engliſh commiſſioners, but offers only to anſwer 
in perſon before queen Elizabeth in perſon, contrary.to her 
practice during the whole courſe of the conference, till the 
moment the evidence of her being an accomplice in her 
huſband's' murder is unexpectedly produced. It is true, 
the author, having repeated four or five times an account of 
this demand of being admitted to Elizabeth's. preſence, 
and ' having exprefſed his opinion that, as it had been re- 
fuſed from the b ginning, even before the commencement 
of the conferences, ſhe did not expect it would now be 
complied with, thought it impoſſible his meaning could be 
miſunderſtood (as indeed it was impoſſible); and, not being 
willing to tire his reader with continual repetitions, he 
mentions in a paſſage or two, ſimply, that ſhe had refuſed 
to make any anſwer. I believe alfo, there is no reader of 
common ſenſe who peruſes Anderſon or Goodall's collec- 
tions, and does not ſee that, agreeably to this narrative, 
queen Mary inſiſts unalterably and ſtrenuoufſy on not eon- 
tinuing to anſwer before the Engliſh commiſſioners, but 
inſiſts to be heard in perſon by queen Elizabeth in perſon; 
though once or twice by way of bravado the ſays ſimply, 
that ſhe will anſwer and refute her enemies, without in- 
ſerting this condition, which ſtill is underſtood. But there is 
a perſon that has written an Enquiry hiſtorical and critical ints 
the Evidence againſt Mary Queen of Scott; and has attempted 
| 9 „ %%% to 
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to refute the foregoing narrative. He quotes a ſingle paſ. 
ſage of the narrative, in which Mary is ſaid ſimply to refuſe 


anſwering z and then a ſingle paſſage from Goodall, in 


% $ 


which ſhe boaſts fimply that ſhe will anſwer ; and he very 


ciyilly, and almoſt. directly, calls the author a liar, on ac. 


count of this pretended contradiction. That whale En- 


quiry, from beginning to end, is compoſed of ſuch ſcan. 


dalous artifices; and from this inſtance the reader may 


judge of the candour, fair dealing, veracity, and good 
manners of the Enquirer, There are, indeed, three events 
in our hiſtory, which may be regarded as touchſtones of 
party-men. An Engliſh Whig, who aſſerts the reality of 
the popiſh plot, an Iriſh Catholic, who denies the maſſacre 


in 1641, and a Scotch Jacobite, who maintains the inno- 


cence of queen Mary, muit be conſidered as men beyond 
the reach of argument or reaſon, and muſt be left to their 


Soo · oo o to ries "Hl: 


2 ; * 


NorE Coh p. 26). 


BY Murden's ſtate papers, publiſhed after the writing of 


3 it appears, that an agreement had been 
1 


VV 
SR James Melvil, p. 108, 109, bes to Elizabeth 2 
— poſitive deſign of animating the Scotch factions againſt 
each other; but his evidence is too inconſiderable to coun- 


terbalance many other authorities, and is, indeed, contrary 


to her ſubſequent conduct, as well as her intereſt, and the 


neceſſity of her ſituation, It was plainly her intereſt that 
the king's party ſhould prevail, and nothing could have 


engaged her to ſtop their progreſs, or even forhear openly 


aſbſting them, but her intention of ſtill amuſing the 1 


dety izabeth and the regent for the delivering 
up of Mary to him. The queen afterwards ſent down 
Eilligrew to the earl of Marre when regent, offering to 
put Mary into his hands. Killigrew was inſtructed to take 
good ſecurity from the regent, that that queen ſhould be 
tried for her crimes, and that the ſentence ſhould be exe- 
cuted upon her. It appears that Marre rejected the offer, 
becauſe we hear no more of it. 907 
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of Scots, by the hopes of being peaceably reſtored to her 
throne. See farther, Strype, vol. ii. Append. p. 20. 


| _ v. the queen's negotiations for marrying the duke 


of Anjou were not feigned nor political, appears clearly 
from many circumſtances; particularly from a paſſage in 
Dr. Forbes's manuſcript collections, at preſent in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of lord Royſton. She there enjoins Walſingham, 
before he opens the treaty, to examine the perſon' of the 


duke; and as that prince had lately recovered from the 
ſmall-pox, ſhe deſires her ambaſſador to conſider, whether 


he yet retained ſo much of his good looks, as that a woman 
could fix her affections on him. Had ſhe not been in 
earneſt, and had ſhe only meant to amuſe the public, or 

the court of France, this circumſtance was of no moment. 


NOTE LR, p. * 


DEVES, p- 328. The puritanical ſect had indeed | 


gone fo far, that a book of diſcipline was ſecretly 


ſubſcribed by above five hundred clergymen ; and the preſ- 


byterian government thereby eſtabliſhed in the midſt of the 
church, notwithſtanding the rigour of the prelates. and, of 
the high commiſſion. So impoſſible 1s it by penal ſtatutes, 
however ſeverc, to ſuppreſs all religious innovation. See 
Neal's Hiſt. of the Puritans, vol; i. p. 483. otrype's, Life 
of Whitgift, P- 291. | 5 8 | 8 {oo I 


NOTE 3 Did: ow no: 
7 HIS | year the earl of Northumberland, brother to NE 


I carl beheaded ſome years before, had been engaged in 
a conſpiracy with lord Paget for the deliverance of the 

queen of Scots. He was thrown into the Tower; and 
being conſcious that his guilt could he proved upon him, 


at leaſt that ſentence would infallibly he pronounced againſt 
him, he freed himſelf from farther proſecution by a volun- 
About the Tame time the earl of Arundel, ſon. of the uns. 
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NOrzSs To THE FIFTH VOLUME. 
fortunate duke of Norfolk, having entered into ſome ex. 


ceptionable meaſures, and refleQting on the unhappy fate 
which had attended his family, endeavoured to depart ſe. 
cretly beyond ſea, but' was diſcovered and thrown into the 


Tower. In 1587, this nobleman was brought to his trial 


for high treaſon ; chiefly becauſe he had dropped ſome ex- 
preſſions of affection to the Spaniards, and had affirmed 


that he would have maſſes ſaid for the ſucceſs of the Ar- 
mada. His peers found him guilty of treaſon: This 
ſevere ſentence was not executed; but Arundel never re- 
covered; his liberty. He died a priſoner i in 1595. He 


carried his religious auſterities ſo far, that W were be. 
heved the immediate cauſe of his death. 


)%%%Cöĩ;ö?6é7é5v1 . + I 
TARV's extreme animoſity againſt Elizabeth may 
eaſily be conceived, and it broke out about this time 


in an incident which may appear curious. While the 
former queen was kept in cuſtody by the earl of Shrew!- 


bury, ſhe lived during a long time in great intimacy with 
the counteſs ; but that lady entertaining a jealouſy of an 
amour between her and the earl, their friendſhip was con- 
verted into enmity; and Mary took a method of revenge, 
which at once gratified her ſpite againſt the counteſs and 


that againſt Elizabeth. She wrote to the queen, inform- 


ing her of all the malicious ſcandalous ſtories which, ſhe 


laid, the counteſs of Shrewſbury had reported of her: 
That Elizabeth had given a promiſe of marriage to 


a certain 1 whom ſhe afterwards often admitted 


— 


Hatton was alſo one of her nc who was even dil 


guſted with her exceſſive love and fondneſs: That though 
ſhe was, on other occaſions, avaricious to the laſt degree, 
as well as ungrateful, and kind to very few, ſhe ſpared no 

expenee in gratifying her amorous paſſions: That not- 
withſtanding her licentious amours, ſhe was not made like 
other women; and all thoſe who courted her marriage 


would in the end be diſappointed: That ſhe was ſo con- 


ceited/ of her beauty, as to ſwallow the moſt extravagant 
flattery from her courtiers, who could not; on theſe occa- 


e W even * at her for her folly : 'That it 


Was 


* 
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was uſual for them to tell her, that the luſtre of her beauty 
dazzled them like that of the ſun, and they could not be- 
hold it with a fixed eye: She added, that the gounteſs had 
ſaid, that Mary's beſt policy would be to engage her ſon 


to make love to the queen; nor was there any danger that 
ſuch a propoſal would be taken for mockery; ſo ridiculous 


was the opinion which ſhe had entertained of her own 


charms. She pretended that the counteſs had repreſented 
her as no leſs odious in her temper than profligate in her 
manners, and abſurd in her vanity: That ſhe had fo 
| beaten a young woman of the name of Scudamore, as to 
break that lady's finger; and in order to cover over the 
matter, it was pretended that the accident had proceeded 


from the fall of a candleſtick : That ſhe had cut another 


acroſs the hand with a knife, who had been ſo unfortu- 


nate as to offend her. Mary added, that the counteſs 
had informed her, that Elizabeth had ſuborned Rolſtone 


to pretend friendſhip to her, in order to debauch her, and 


thereby throw infamy on her rival. See Murden's State 
Papers, p. 558. This imprudent and malicious letter 


was written a very little before the detection of Mary's 


conſpiracy; and contributed, no doubt, to render the 
proceedings againſt her the more rigorous. How far all 


theſe imputations againſt Elizabeth can be credited may 


perhaps appear doubtful: But her extreme fondneſs for 


Leiceſter, Hatton, and Eſſex, not to mention Mountjoy 


and others, with the curious paſſages between her and 


admiral Seymour, contained in Haynes, render her chaſtity 
very much to be ſuſpected. Her ſelf- conceit with regard 
to beauty, we know from other undoubted authority to 
have been extravagant. Even when ſhe was a very old 
woman, ſhe allowed her courtiers to flatter her with regard 
to her excellent beauties, Birch, vol. ii. p. 442, 443. Her 


paſſionate temper may alſo be proved from many hvely in- 


ſtances; and it was not unuſual with her to beat her maids 


of honour: See the Sydney Papers, vol. ii. p. 38. The 


blow the gave to Eſſex before the privy- council is another 


inſtance. There remains in the Muſeum a letter of the 


earl of Huntingdon' s, in which he complains grievouſiy 


of the queen's pinching his wife very ſorely, on account 
of ſome quarrel between them. Had this princeſs been 
born in a private ſtation, ſhe would not have been very 
amiable : : But her abſolute authority; at the ſame time that 
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it gave an uncontrolling ſwing to her violent paſſions, en. 


abled her to en r ber infrmitie by e great and 


gal virtues. 


' NOTE [V, p. 295- 


Comes . $2 5. This evidence was that of Carte 


her ſecretary, whom ſhe allowed to be a very honeſt 


man; z and who, as well as Nau, had given proofs of his 

integrity, by keeping ſo long ſuch important ſecrets, from 
whole diſcovery he could have reaped the greateſt profit. 
Mary, after all, thought that ſhe had ſo little reaſon to com- 


plain of Curle's evidence, that ſhe took care to have him 
paid a conſiderable ſum by her will, which ſhe wrote the 
day before:her death. Goodall, vol. i. p. 413. Neither 


| did ſhe forget Nau, 4. -Fy leſs ſatisfied ; in e reſpect 
| with hag Bacher. Id. ibid. 


NorzE [X}, Ng 


HE detail of this ey is to o.be found, i in a letter 


of the queen of Scots to Charles Paget, her great con- 
ſdant. This letter is dated the 20th of May 1586, and is 
contained in Dr. Forbes's manuſcript collections, at preſent 


in the poſſeſſion of lord Royſton. It is a copy atteſted by 


Curle, Mary's ſecretary, and indorſed by lord Burleigh. 


| What proves its authenticity beyond queſtion is, that we 


find in Murden's collection, p. 516, that Mary actually 
wrote that very day a letter to Charles Paget: And farther 
ſhe mentions, in the manuſcript letter, a letter of Charles 
Paget's of the 1oth of April: Now we find by. Murden, 


p. 506, that Charles Pager did unn write Her a letter 
of that date. 

This violence of ſpirit i 18 very conſiſtent ak Mary 8 
character. Her maternal affection was too weak to op- 
poſe the gratification of her paſſions, particularly her pride, 
her ambition, and her bigotry. Her ſon, having made 
ſome fruitleſs attempt to aſſociate her with him in the 


tte, and ped ſound the ſcheme impracticable on ac- 
count 
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count of the prejudices of his proteſtant ſubjects, at laſt 


deſiſted from that deſign, and entered into an alliance with 
England, without comprehending his mother. She was 


in ſuch a rage at this undutiful behaviour, as ſhe imagined 
it, that ſhe wrote to queen Elizabeth, that ſhe no longer 


cared what became of him or herſelf in the world; the 
of tyranny, ingratitude, and impiety, and undergo the 


inheritance in ſuch hands as would retain the firmeſt hold 
of it. She cared not, after taking this revenge, what be- 
came of her body; the quickeſt death would then be 


give him her malediction, would diſinherit him, as well of 
his preſent poſſeſſions as of all he could expect by her; 
abandoning him not only to her ſubjects to treat him as 
they had done her, but to all ſtrangers to ſubdue and con- 
quer him. It was in vain to employ menaces againſt her: 


The fear of death or other misfortune would never induce 
her to make one ſtep, or pronounce one ſyllable beyond 


what ſhe had determined: She would rather periſh with 
honour, in maintaining the dignity to which God had 
raifed her, than degrade herſelf by the leaſt puſillanimity, 
or act what was unworthy of her ſtation and of her race. 
% 1 
james ſaid to Courcelles, the French ambaſſador, that 


he had ſeen a letter under her own hand, in which ſhe 


| threatened to diſinherit him, and ſaid that he might betake 


| him to the lordſhip of Darnley ; for that was all he had 


by his father. Courcelles Letter, a 21S. of Dr. Campbell's. 


There is in Jebb, vol. ii. p. 573, a letter of her's, where 


the throws out the ſame menace againſt him. FL 
We find this ſcheme of ſeizing the king of Scots, and 
delivering him into the hands of the pope or the king of 


A mother muſt be very violent to whom one would dare 
| to make ſuch' a propoſal : But it ſeems ſhe aſſented to it. 


huſband, who had fo grievouſly offended her? 


greateſt ſatisfaction ſhe could have before her death was, 
to ſee him and all his adherents become a fignal example 


vengeance of God for their wickedneſs. She would find 
in Chriſtendom other heirs, and doubted not to put her 


the molt agreeable to her. And ſhe aſſured her that, if he 
perſevered, ſhe would diſown him for her fon, and would 


Spain, propoſed by Morgan to Mary. See Murden, p. 525. 


| Was not ſuch a woman very capable of murdering her 
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13 18 * 


NOTE [Y], p. 297. 


* 
” : A. 


PHE volume of State Papers, collected by Murden, | 
prove beyond controverſy, that Mary was long in 


cloſe correſpondence with Babington, p. 513. 516. 532, 


533. She entertained a like correſpondence with Ballard, 


Morgan, and Charles Paget, and laid a ſcheme with them 
for an inſurrection, and for the invaſion of England by 
Spain, p. 528. 531. The ſame papers ſhew, that there 
had been a diſcontinuance of Babington's correſpondence, 
agreeably to Camden's narration. See State Papers, p. 513. 
where Morgan recommends it to queen Mary to renew her 
correſpondence with Babington. Theſe circumſtances 
prove, that no weight can be laid on Mary's denial of 
guilt, and that her correſpondence with Babington con- 
tained particulars which could not be avowed. | 


NOTE CZ J, p. 297. 


THERE are three ſuppoſitions by which the letter to 

Babington may be accounted for without allowing 
Mary's concurrence in the conſpiracy for aſſaſſinating 
Elizabeth. The firſt is, that which ſhe ſeems herſelf to 
have embraced, that her ſecretaries had received Babing- 
ton's letter, and had, without any treacherous intention, 
" ventured of themſelves to anſwer it, and had never com- 
municated the matter to her: But it is utterly improbable, 
if not impoſſible, that a princeſs of ſo much ſenſe and 
ſpirit ſhould, in an affair of that importance, be ſo treated 
by her ſervants who lived in the houſe with her, and who 
had every moment an opportunity of communicating the 
ſecret to her. If the conſpiracy failed, they muſt expect 
ro ſuffer the ſevereſt puniſhment from the court of Eng- 
land; if it ſucceeded, the lighteſt puniſhment which they 
could hope for from their-own. miſtreſs muſt be diſgrace 
on account of their temerity. Not to. mention, that 
Mary's concurrence was in {ome degree requiſite for eſ- 
fecting the deſign of her eſcape; it was propoſed to at- 
tack her guards while ſhe was employed in hunting: She 


muſt 
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muſt therefore concert the time and place with the con- 
ſpirators. The ſecond ſuppoſition is, that theſe two ſecre= 
taries were previoully traitors ; and, being gained by Wal- 
ſingham, had made ſuch a reply i in their miſtreſs's cypher 

as might involve her in the guilt of the conſpiracy. But 
theſe two men had lived long with the queen of Scots, 
had been entirely truſted by her, and had never fallen under 
ſuſpicion either with her or her partiſans. Camden in- 
forms us, that Curle afterwards claimed a reward from 


Walſingham on pretence of ſome promiſe ; but Walfing- 
ham told him that he owed him no reward, and that he 


had made no diſcoveries on his examination, which were 
not known with certainty from other quarters. The third 


5 ſuppoſition 1 is, that neither the queen nor the two ſecre- 


taries, Nau and Curle, ever ſaw Babington's letter, or 


made any anſwer; but that Walſingham, having deciphered 
the former, forged: a reply. But this ſuppoſition implies 


the falſehood of the whole ſtory, told by Camden, of 
Gifford's acceſs to the queen of Scots' family, and Paulet's 
refuſal to concur in allowing her ſervants to be bribed. 
Not to mention, that as Nau and Curle's evidence muſt, 


on this ſuppoſition, have been extorted by violence and 
terror, they would neceſſarily have been engaged, for 


their own Juſtification, to have told the truth afterwards; 
eſpecially. upon the acceſſion of James. But Camden in- 
forms us, that Nau, even after n event, perfiſted ſtill in 
his teſtimony. 


We muſt alſo e chat the two laſt pred 


imply ſuch a monſtrous criminal conduct in Walſingham, 
and conſequently in Elizabeth (for the matter could be no 


ſecret to her), as exceeds all credibility. If we conſider 


the ſituation of things, and the prejudices of the times, 
Mary's conſent to Babington's conſpiracy appears much 
more natural and probable. She believed Elizabeth to be 
an uſurper, and a heretic: She regarded her as a perſonal 


and a violent enemy: She knew that ſchemes for aſſaſſi- 
nating heretics were very familiar in that age, and gene- 


rally approved of by the court of Rome and the zealous ca- 


 tholics : Her own liberty and ſovereignty were connected 


with the ſucceſs of this enterprize: And it cannot appear 


ſtrange, that where men, of ſo much merit as Babington, 
could be engaged by bigotry alone, in ſo criminal an enter- 


to 


Fire, Mary, who was actuated by the ſame motive, joined 
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toſo manyothers, ſhould have given her conſent to a ſcheme 
projected by her friends. We may be previouſly certain, 
that if ſuch a ſcheme was ever communicated to her, with 


any probability of ſucceſs, ſhe would aſſent to it: And it 
ſerved the purpoſe of Walfingham and the Engliſh miniſtry 
to facilitate the communication of theſe ſchemes, as ſoon 


as they had gotten an expedient for intercepting her an- 
ſwer, and detecting the conſpiracy. Now Walſingham's 
knowledge of the matter is a ſuppoſition neceſſary to ac- 
count for the letter delivered to Babington. 


As to the not puniſhing of Nau and Curle by Elizabeth, 


it never is the practice to puniſh leſſer Kriminal, who had 
given evidence againſt the principal. 
But what ought to induce us to reject theſe three ſup- 
poſitions | 18, that they mult all of them be conſidered as 

bare poſſibilities : The partiſans of Mary can give no rea- 
ſon for preferring one to the other: Not the ſlighteſt evi- 
_ dence ever appeared to ſupport any one of them: Neither 


at that time, nor at any time afterwards, was any reaſon 
diſcovered, by the numerous zealots at home and abroad, 


who had embraced Mary's defence, to lead us to the belief 


of any of theſe three ſuppoſitions z and even her apologiſts 


at preſent ſeem not to have fixed on any choice among theſe 
| ſuppoſed poſſibilities. The poſitive proof of two very cre- 
dible witneſſes, ſupported by the other very ſtrong circum- 


ſtances, ſtill remains unimpeached. Babington, who had 
an extreme intereſt to have communication with the queen 


of Scots, believed he had found a means of correſpond- 


ence with her, and had received an anſwer from her: 


He, as well as the other conſpirators, died in that belief: 


There has not occurred, ſince that time, the leaſt argu- 
ment to prove that they were miſtaken : Can there be 
any reaſon at preſent to doubt the truth of their opinion ? 
Camden, though a profeſt apologiſt for Mary, is conſtrain- 
ed to tell the ſtory in ſuch a manner as evidently ſuppoſes 


| her guilt. Such was the impoſſibility of finding any other 


conſiſtent account, even by a man of Parts who was 4 


contemporary 15 
In this light kts the eaten new appeared even du- 


ring Mary's trial. But what now puts her guilt beyond 


all controverſy is the following paſſage of her letter to 
Thomas Morgan, dated the 27th of July 1586. „ As to 
6. © Babington, he hath both * and Koneſtly offered 


6 * himſel 
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ec « himſelf and all his means to be employed any way I 
ce would : Whereupon I hope to have ſatisfied him by two 
ce of my ſeveral letters ſince I had his; and the rather, 
« for that I opened him the way, whereby I received his 
« with your ' aforeſaid.” Murden, p. 533. Babington 
confeſſed, that he had offered her to aſſaſſinate the queen: 
It appears by this that ſhe had accepted the offer : So that 
all the ſuppoſitions of Walſingham's forgery, or the te- 
merity or treachery of her ſecretaries, fall to the ene 
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THS parliament granted the queen a ſupply 5 a ſub- 
ſidy and two fifteenths. They adjourned, and met 
again after the execution of the queen of Scots; when 
they paſſed ſome remarkable incidents, which it may be 
proper not to omit. We ſhall give them in the words of 
fir Simon D'Ewes, p. 410, 411. which are almoſt wholl 
tranſcribed from 'Townſhend's Journal. On Monday the 
27th of February, Mr. Cope, firſt uſing ſome ſpeeches 
touching the neceſſity of a learned miniſtry, and the 
amendment of things amiſs in the eccleſiaſtical eſtate, of- 
fered to the houſe a bill and a book written ; the bill con- 
taining a petition that it might be enacted, that all laws 
now in force touching eccleſiaſtical government ſhould be 
void: And that it might be enacted, that that book of 
common prayer now offered, and none other, might be 
received into the church to be uſed. The book contained 
the form of prayer and adminiſtration of the ſacraments, 
with divers rites and ceremonies to be uſed in the church; 
and he deſired that the book might be read. W hereupon 
Mr. Speaker in effect uſed this ſpeech: For that her ma- 
jeſty before this time had commanded the houſe not to 
meddle with this matter, and that her majeſty had pro- 
miſed to take order in thoſe cauſes, he doubted not but to 
the good ſatisfaction of all her people, he deſired that it 
would pleaſe them to ſpare the reading of it. Notwithſtand- 
ing the houſe deſired the reading of it. Whereupon Mr. 
Speaker deſired the clerk to read. And the court being 
ready to read it, Mr. Dalton made a motion againſt the 
reading of it; ſaying, that it was not meet to be read, 
Vor. V.  *% and 
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any ſecret or matter of weight, which is here inhand, known 
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and it did appoint a new form of adminiſtration of the 


ſacraments and ceremonies of the church, to the diſcredit 


of the book of common prayer, and of the whole ſtate , 
and thought that this dealing would bring her majeſty's in. 


dignation againſt the houſe, thus to enterpriſe this dealing 


with thoſe things which her majeſty eſpecially had taken 
into her own charge and direction. Whereupon Mr. 


Lewkenor ſpake, ſhewing the neceſſity of preaching and 
of a learned miniſtry, and thought it very fit that the 


petition and book ſhould be read. To this purpoſe ſpake 


Mr. Hurleſton and Mr. Bainbrigg ; and fo, the time being 


paſſed, the houſe broke up, and neither the petition nor 

book read. This done, her majeſty ſent to Mr. Speaker, 
as well for this petition and book, as for that other petition 
and book for the like effect, that was delivered the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, which Mr. Speaker ſent to her ma- 


jeſty. On Tueſday the 28th of February, her majeſty 
ſent for Mr. Speaker, by occaſion whereof the houſe did 
not fit. On Wedneſday the firſt day of March, Mr. 


Wentworth delivered to Mr. Speaker certain articles, 
which contained queſtions touching the liberties of the 


houſe, and to ſome of which he was to anſwer, and de- 


fired they might be read. Mr. Speaker deſired him to 
| ſpare his motion, until her majeſty's pleaſure was farther 
known touching the petition and book lately delivered into 
the houſe; but Mr. Wentworth would not be ſo ſatisfied, 
but required his articles might be read. Mr. Wentworth 
introduced his queries by lamenting, that he as well as 


many others were deterred from ſpeaking, by their want 
of knowledge and experience in the liberties of the houſe; 
and the queries were as follow: Whether this council 


were not a place for any member of the ſame here aſſem- 


bled, freely and without controlment of any perſon or 
danger of laws, by bill or ſpeech to utter any of the griefs 


of this commonwealth whatſoever, touching the ſervice of 
God, the ſafety of the prince and this noble realm? Whe- 
ther that great honour may be done unto God, and beneſit 


and ſervice unto the prince and ſtate, without free ſpeech 


in this council that may be done with it? Whether there 


be any council which can make, add, or diminiſh from the 


laws of the realm, but only this council of parliament ! 


Whether it be not againſt the orders of this council to make 


to 
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to the prince, or any other, concerning the high ſervice of 
God, prince or ſtate, without the conſent of. the houſe? 
Whether the ſpeaker or any other may interrupt any mem- 
ber of this council in his ſpeech uſed in this houſe tending 
to any of the forenamed ſervices? Whether the ſpeaker 
may riſe when he will, any matter being propounded, with- 
out conſent of the houſe or not i Whether the ſpeaker may 
over- rule the houſe in any matter or cauſe there in queſtion, 
or whether he is to be ruled or over-ruled in any matter 
or not? Whether the prince and ſtate can continue, and 
ſtand, and be maintained, without this council of parlia- 
ment, not altering the government of the ſtate? At the 
end of theſe queſtions, ſays fir Simon D'Ewes, I found 
ſet down this ſhort note or memorial enſuing ; by which 
it may be perceived, both what ſerjeant Puckering, the 
ſpeaker, did with the ſaid queſtions after he had received 
them, and what became alſo of this buſineſs, viz. © } heſe 
« queſtions Mr. Puckering pocketed up and . ſhewed fir 
« Thomas Henage, who ſo handled the matter that Mr. 
« Wentworth went to the Tower, and the queſtions not 
te at all moved. Mr. Buckler of Eſſex herein brake his 
« faith in forſaking the matter, &c. and no more was 
* done.” After ſetting down, continues fir Simon 
 D'Ewes, the ſaid buſineſs of Mr. Wentworth in the ori- 
ginal journal book, there follows only this ſhort conclu- 
ſion of the day itſelf, viz. « This day, Mr. Speaker being 
« ſent for to the queen's majeſty, the houſe departed. 
On Thurſday the ſecond of March, Mr. Cope, Mr. 
Lewkenor, Mr. Hurleſton, and Mr. Bainbrigg, were ſent 
for to my lord chancellor, and by divers of the privy 
council, and from thence were ſent to the Tower. On 
Saturday the fourth day of March, fir John Higham 
made a motion to this houſe, for that divers, good and 
neceſſary members thereof were taken from them, that it 
would pleaſe them to be humble petitioners to her majeſty 
for the reſtitution of them again to this houſe. To which 
| ſpeeches Mr. Vice-chamberlain anſwered, that if the gen- 
tlemen were committed for matter within the compals of 
the privilege of the houſe, then there might be a petition ; 
but if not, then we ſhould give occaſion to her majeſty's 
farther diſpleaſure: And therefore adviſed to ſtay until they 
heard more, which could not be long: And farther he 
laid, touching the book and the petition, her — 2 had, 
Ws for 
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for divers good cauſes beſt known to herſelf, thought fit to 


| ſuppreſs the ſame, without any farther examination there. 
of; and yet thought it very unfit for her majeſty to give 


any account of her doings. —But, whatſover Mr. Vice- 


chamberlain pretended, it is moſt probable theſe members 


were committed for intermeddling with matters touching 
the church, which her majeſty had often inhibited, and 


which had cauſed ſo much diſputation and ſo many meet- 


ings between the two houſes the laſt parliament. 
This is all we find of the matter in fir Simon D'Ewes 


and Townſhend; and it appears that thoſe members who 


had been committed, were detained in cuſtody till the queen 


thought proper to releaſe them. Theſe queſtions of Mr. 


Wentworth are curious; becauſe they contain ſome faint 


_ dawnof the preſent Engliſh conſtitution ; though fuddenly 


eclipſed by the arbitrary government of Elizabeth. Went- 


worth was indeed, by his puritaniſm, as well as his love of 
liberty (for theſe two characters of ſuch unequal merit 


aroſe and advanced together), the true forerunner of the 


Hambdens, the Pyms, and the Holliſes, who in the next 
age, with leſs courage, becauſe with leſs danger, rendered 


their principles ſo triumphant. I ſhall only aſk, whether 
it be not ſufficiently clear from all theſe tranſactions, that 
in the two ſuceeeding reigns it was the people who en- 
croached upon the ſovereign ; not the ſovereign who at- 


tempted, as is pretended, to uſurp upon the people? 


NOTE [BBJ, p. 338. 


- 


7 Maid E queen's ſpeech in the camp of Tilbury was in theſe 
evords : My loving people, we have been perſuaded by 


ſome, that are careful of our ſafety, to take heed how 
we commit ourſelves to armed multitudes, for fear of 


_ treachery; but aſſure you, I do not deſire to live to diſ- 
truſt my faithful and loving people. Let tyrants fear: I 


have always ſo behaved myſelf, that, under God, I have 
placed my chiefeſt ſtrength and ſafeguard in the loyal 
hearts and good-will of my ſubjects. And therefore I am 


come amongſt you at this time, not as for my recreation or 


ſport, but being reſolved, in the midſt and heat of the 


battle, to live or die amongſt you all; to lay down, for my 


God, "I 


2 
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God, and for my kingdom, and for my people, my honour 
and my blood, even in the duſt. I know I have but the 
body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart of 
a king, and of a king of England too; and think foul 


{corn that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, ſhould 
dare to invade the borders of my realms : To which, ra- 
ther than any diſhonour ſhould grow by me, I myſelf will 


take up arms: I myſelf will be your general, judge, and 
rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field. I know 
already, by your forwardneſs, that you have deſerved re- 
wards and crowns ; and we do aſſure you, on the word of 
a prince, they ſhall be duly paid you. In the mean time 
my heutenant-general ſhall be in my ſtead, than whom 


never prince commanded a more noble and worthy ſub- 


ject ; not doubting by your obedience to my general, by 
your concord in the camp, and your valour in the field, we 


ſhall ſhortly have a famous victory over thoſe enemies of 


my God, of my kingdom, and of my people. 


NOTE [CC}, p. 345- 


\ 


TRYPE, vol. iii. p. 525. On the fourth of Septem- 


DI ber, ſoon after the diſperſion of the Spaniſh Armada, 


died the earl of Leiceſter, the queen's great, but unworthy 
favourite. Her affection for him continued to the laſt. 


He had diſcovered no conduct in any of his military en- 
terpriſes, and was ſuſpected of cowardice ; yet ſhe in- 
truſted him with the command of her armies during the 


danger of the Spaniſh invaſion ; a partiality which might 
have proved fatal to her, had the duke of Parma been able 


to land his troops in England. She had even ordered a 


commiſſion to be drawn for him, conſtituting him her 
heutenant in the kingdoms of England and Ireland ; but 
Burleigh and Hatton repreſented to her the danger of in- 
truſting ſuch unlimited authority in the hands of any ſub- 


ject, and prevented the execution of that deſign. No 
wonder that a conduct fo unlike the uſual jealouſy of Eli- 


aZabeth, gave reaſon to ſuſpect that her partiality was 


founded on ſome other paſſion than friendſhip. But Eli- 


 Zabeth ſeemed to carry her affection to Leiceſter no far- 
ther than the grave: She ordered his goods to be diſpaſed 
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of at a public ſale, in order to reimburſe herſelf of ſome 


debt which he owed her; and her uſual attention to mo- 


ney was obſerved to prevail over her regard to the memory 


of the deceaſed. This earl was a great hypocrite, a pre- 
tender to the ſtricteſt religion, an encourager of the pu- 
ritans, and a founder of hoſpitals. PLA 


NOTE [DD}, p. 345. 


QTRYFE, vol. iti. p. 542. Id. Append. p-. 239. There 


are ſome ſingular paſſages in this laſt ſpeech, which 


may be worth taking notice of; eſpecially as they came 
from a member who was no courtier; for he argues againſt 


the ſubſidy: And firſt,” ſays he, “ for the neceſſity 


&« thereof I cannot deny, but if it were a charge impoſed 


© upon us by her majeſty's commandment, or a demand 


ec proceeding from her majeſty by way of requeſt, that I 
ce think there is not one among us all, either ſo diſobedient 


ce 2 ſubject in regard of our duty, or ſo unthankful a man 


cc jn reſpect of the ineſtimable benefits which, by her or 
4c from her, we have received, which would not with frank 


* conſent, both of voice and heart, moit willingly ſubmit 
be himſeif thereunto, without any unreverend inquiry into 


e the cauſes thereof; for it is continually in the mouth of 
«us all, that our lands, goods, and lives, are at our 


cc prince's diſpoſing. And it agreeth very well with that 


C poſition of the civil law, which ſayeth, Qucd omnia regis 


4e ſunt. But how? Ita tamen ut omnium Aut. Ad r gen 


cc enim poteſias omnium pertinet ; ad fingules proprietas. 80 


te that although it muſt be true that her majeſty hath over 


„ ourſelves and our goods poteſtatem imperandi; yet it is 


te true, that until that power command (which, no doubt, 


c will not command without very juſt cauſe), every ſub- 
* ject bath his own proprietatem pꝗſſidendi. Which power 


c and commandment from her majeſty, which we have 


06 not yet received, | take it (ſaving reformation) that we 
* are trecd from the cauſe of neceſſity. And the cauſe of 
e neceſſity is the dangerous eſtate of the commonwealth,” 

Kc. The tenor of the ſpeech pleads rather for a general 
| benevolence than a ſubſidy; for the law of Richard III. 
againſt benevolence was never conceived to have any 


ES” e Force, 
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force. The member even proceeds to aſſert with ſome 
precaution, that it was in the power of a parliament to re- 
fuſe the king's demand of a ſubſidy ; and that there was 


an inſtance of that liberty in Henry III's time, near four 


hundred years before. Sub fine. 


NOTE [EE], p 348. 
1 WE: may; judg e of the extent and importance of theſe 


abuſes by 3 a ſpeech of Bacon's againſt purveyors, de- 
livered in the firſt ſeſſion of the firſt parliament of the ſub- 


ſequent reign, by which alſo we may learn, that Elizabeth 
had given no redreſs to the grievances complained of. 


“ Firſt,” ſays he, © they take in kind what they ought . 
% not to take; ſecondly, they take in quantity a far 


“ greater proportion than cometh to your majeſty s uſe ; 
„ thirdly, they take in an unlawful manner, in a manner, 


« I fay, directly and expreſsly prohibited by the ſeveral 
« laws. For the firſt, I am a little to alter their name; 
for inſtead of takers they become taxers : Inſtead of 


« taking proviſions for your majeſty's ſervice, they tax 
your people ad redimendam vexationem ; impoſing upon 
© them and extorting from them divers tums of money, 
“e ſometimes in groſs, ſometimes in the nature of ſtipends 
« annually paid, ue noceant, to be freed and eaſed of their 
« oppreſſion. Again, they take trees, which by law they 


cannot do; timber trees, which are the beauty, coun- 


5 tenance, and ſhelter of men's houſes; that men have 
long ſpared from their own purſe and profit; that men 


ec eſteem for their uſe and delight, above ten times the 


“. value; that are a loſs which men cannot repair orrecover. 
« Theſe do they take, to the defacing and ſpoiling of your 


« ſubjects“ manſions and dwellings, except they may be 


« compounded with to their own appetites. And if a 
„ gentleman be too hard for them while he is at home, 
c they will watch their time when there is but a bailiff 
or a ſervant remaining, and put the axe to the root of 


« the tree, ere ever the maſter can ſtop it. Again, they 


« uſe a ſtrange and moſt unjuſt exaction in cauſing the 


* $6 1 to pay poundage of their own debts, due from 
cc your majeſty unto them; lo as a poor man when he 
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« has had his hay, or his wood, or his poultry, (which per- 
chance he was full loath to part with, and had for the 
« provition of his own family, and not to put to ſale, ) taken 


« from him, and that not a juſt price, but under the 


value, and cometh to receive his money, he ſhall have 


cc after the rate of twelve-pence in the pound abated _ 
&« for poundage of his due payment upon ſo hard condi- 


tions. Nay, farther, they are grown to that extremit 


& (as is affirmed, though it be ſcarce credible, fave that 
“ in ſuch perſons all things are credible), that they will 
take double poundage, once when the debenture is made, 
and again the ſecond time, when the money is paid. 
« For the ſecond point, moſt gracious ſovereign, touching 
« the quantity which they take far above that which is 


c anſwered to your majeſty's uſe ; it is afirmed unto me 


« by divers gentlemen of good report, as a matter which 
&« I may ſafely avouch unto your majeſty, that there is no 
« pound profit which redoundeth unto your majeſty in this 


© courſe, but induceth and begetteth three pound damage 
“ upon your ſubjects, beſide the diſcontentment. And to 
ce the end they may make their ſpoil more ſecurely, what 
« do they? Whereas divers ſtatutes do ſtrictly provide, 
that whatſpever they take ſhall be regiſtered and atteſt. 


« ed, to the end that by making a collation of that which 
& is taken from the country and that which is anſwered 
ce above, their deceits might appear, they, to the end to 


© obſcure their deceits, utterly omit the obſervation of | 


« this, which the law preſcribeth. And therefore to de- 
& ſcend, if it may pleaſe your majeſty, to the third ſort of 


cc abuſe, which is of the unlawful manner of their taking, 


ce whereof this queſtion is a branch; it is ſo manifold, as 
ce it rather aſketh an enumeration of ſome of the particulars 


cc than a proſecution of all. For their price, by law they 


cc ought to take as they can agree with the ſubject ; by 


“ abuſe, they take at an impoſed and enforced price: By 
cc law, they ought to take but one apprizement by neigh- 


ce bours in the country; by abuſe, they make a ſecond 
« apprizement at the court gate; and when the ſubjects 
& cattle come up many miles, lean and out of plight by 


„ reaſon of their travel, then they prize them anew at an 

“ abated price: By law, they ought to take between ſun 
* and ſun; by abuſe, they take by twilight and in the 
« night-time, a time well choſen for malefactors: By law, 


85 they 
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« they ought not to take in the highways (a place by her 
« majeſty's high prerogative protected, and by ſtatute by 
cc ſpecial words excepted); by abuſe, they take in the 
ce highways: By law, they ought to ſhew their commiſ- 
« ſion, &c. A number of other particulars there are, 
« & c.“ Bacon's Works, vol. iv. p. 305, 306. 

Such were the abuſes which Elizabeth would neither 


permit her parliaments to meddle with, nor redreſs herſelf. 


I believe it will readily be allowed, that this flight prero- 
gative alone, which has paſſed almoſt unobſerved amidſt 


other branches of ſo much greater importance, was ſuffi- 


cient to extinguiſh all regular liberty. For what eleCtor, 


or member of parliament, or even juryman, durſt oppoſe 
the will of the court, while he lay under the laſh of ſuch 


an arbitrary prerogative. For a farther account of the 
grievous and incredible oppreſſions of purveyors, ſee the 
Journals of the Houſe of Commons, vol. i. p. 190. There 


is a ſtory of a carter, which may be worth mentioning on 


this occaſion. © A carter had three times been at Wind- 


„ ſor with his cart to carry away, upon ſummons of a re- 
ce move, ſome part of the ſtuff of her majeſty's wardrobe; 
c and when he had repaired thither once, twice, and the, 

ce third time, and that they of the wardrobe had told him 


cc the third time that the remove held not, the carter 
& clapping his hand on his thigh, ſaid, Now TI ſee that 


« the queen is a Woman as well as my wife. Which words 


&« being overheard by her majeſty, who then ſtood at the 


cc window, ſhe ſaid, What a willain is this! and ſo ſent. 


« him three angels to ſtop his mouth.” Birch's Memoirs, 
vol. i. p. 155. 15 


NOTE [FF], p. 358. 


1 year the nation ſuffered a great loſs, by the death 


of ſir Francis Walſingham, ſecretary of ſtate; a man 


equally celebrated for his abilities and his integrity. He 
had paſſed through many employments, had been very fru- 


gal in his expence, yet died fo poor, that his family was 
obliged to give him a private burial. He left only one 


daughter, firſt married to fir Philip Sydney, then to the earl 


of Eſſex, favourite of queen Elizabeth, and laſtly to the 


earl 
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earl of Clanricarde of Ireland. The ſame year died 
Thomas Randolph, who had been employed by the queen 
in ſeveral embaſſies to Scotland; as did alſo the carl of 


Warwick; elder brother to Leiceſter. 


| NOTE [GG] p- 361. 


"HIS action of Gr Richard Greenville i is ſo fingutar 2 23 
to merit a more particular relation. He was engaged 
alone with the whole Spaniſh fleet of fifty-three ſail, which 


had ten thouſand men on board ; and from the time the 
fight began, which was about three in the afternoon, to 
"the break of next day morning, he repulſed the enem 
fifteen times, though they continually ſhifted their veſſels, 


and boarded with freſh men. In the beginning of the ac- 
tion he himſelf received a wound; but he continued doing 


his duty above deck till eleyen at night, when receiving a 


freſh wound, he was carried down to be dreſſed. Durin 


this operation he received a ſhot in the head, and the ſur- 
geon was killed by his fide. The Engliſh began now to 
want powder; all their ſmall arms were broken or become 


uſeleſs; of this number, which were but an hundred and 
three at firſt, forty were killed, and almoſt all the reſt 
wounded; heir maſts were beat overboard, their tackle 


cut in pieces, and nothing but a hulk left, unable to move 
one way or other. In this ſituation fir Richard propoſed 


to the ſhip's company, to truſt to the mercy of God, not 
to that of the Spaniards, and to deſtroy the ſhip ih 


themſelves, rather than yield to the enemy. The maſter 


gunner, and many of the ſeamen, agreed to this deſperate 
reſolution; but others oppoſed it, and obliged Greenville 
to ſurrender himſelf priſoner. He died a few days after; 


and his laſt words were: „Here die I, Richard Green- | 
c ville, with a joyful and quiet mind; for that I have 
ec ended my life as a true ſoldier ought to do, fighting for 


cc his country, queen, religion, and honour : My ſoul 


„ willingly departing from this body, leaving behind the 


“ laſting fame of having behaved as every valiant ſoldier 
« is in his duty bound to do.” The Spaniards Joſt in 


this ſharp, though unequal action, four ſhips, and about a 
thouſand men. And Greenville s veſſel periſhed ſoon after 


with 


4 
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with two hundred Spaniards in her, Hackluyt's Voyages, 


vol. ii. part 2. p. 169. Camden, p. 565. 


NOTE [HH], p. 385. 
T is uſual for the ſpeaker to diſqualify himſelf for the 


office; but the reaſons employed by this ſpeaker are ſo 


«C 
c« 


cc 

cc 
cc 
46 
cc 
> ms 
60 
cc 


06; 


cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
( 
(C 
4c 
( 
46 
60 
rf) 


Ro 


cc 

« 

cc 
«6 
46 


ſingular, that they may be worth tranſcribing. My 


eſtate,” ſaid he, „ is nothing correſpondent for the 


maintenance of this dignity; for my father, dying, left 
me a younger brother, and nothing to me but my bare 


annuity. Then growing to man's eſtate, and ſome 
ſmall practice of the law, I took a wife, by whom I 
have had many children: the keeping of us all being a 


great impoveriſhing to my eſtate, and the daily living of 


us all nothing but my daily induſtry. Neither from m 

perſon nor my nature doth this choice ariſe: For he that 
ſupplieth this place ought to be a man big and comely, 
ſtately and well ſpoken, his voice great, his carriage 
majeſtical, his nature haughty, and his purſe plentiful 


and heavy: But, contrarily, the ſtature of my body is 
ſmall, myſelf not ſo well ſpoken, my voice low, my 
carriage lawyer-like, and of the common faſhion, my 
nature ſoft and baſnhful, my purſe thin, light, and never 


yet plentiful.—If Demoſthenes, being ſo learned and 
eloquent as he was, one whom none ſurpaſſed, trem- 


bled to ſpeak before Phocion at Athens; how much 


more ſhall I, being unlearned and unſkilful to ſuppl 

the place of dignity, charge and trouble, to ſpeak before 
ſo many Phocions as here be? Yea, which is the great- 
eſt, before the unſpeakable majeſty and ſacred perſonage 


of our dread and dear ſovereign : The terror of whoſe 
countenance will appal and abaſe even the ſtouteſt 
hearts; yea, whoſe very name will pull down the 
greateſt courage? For how mightily do the eſtate and 
name of a prince deject the haughtieſt ſtomach even of 


their greateſt ſubject?» D'Ewes, p. 459. 
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ABALA, p. 234. Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 386. 
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NOTE III, p. 392. 


Speed, p. 877. The whole letter of Eſſex is ſo cu- 


rious and ſo ſpirited, that the reader may not be diſpleaſed 


to 
56 
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| 


read it.“ My very good lord; Though there is not 
that man this day living, whom I would ſooner make 


judge of any queſtion that might concern me than 


yourſelf, yet you muſt give me leave to tell you, that in 

ſome caſes I mult appeal from all earthly judges : And 
if any, then ſurely in this, when the higheſt judge on 
earth has impoſed on me the heavieſt puniſhment, with- 
out trial or hearing. Since then I muſteither anſwer your 


lordſhip's argument, or elſe forſake mine own juſt de- 


fence, I will force mine aching head to do me ſervice 


for an hour. I muſt firſt deny my diſcontent, which 


was forced, to be an humorous diſcontent z and that it 
was unſeaſonable, or is of ſo long continuing, your lord- 
ſhip ſhould rather condole with me than expoſtulate: 


Natural ſeaſons are expected here below; but violent 


and unſeaſonable ſtorms come from above: There is no 
tempeſt equal to the paſſionate indignation of a prince 
nor yet at any time ſo unſeaſonable as when it lighteth 
on thoſe that might expect a harveſt of their careful and 
painful labours. He that is once wounded muſt needs 
feel ſmart till his hurt 1s cured, or the part hurt become 
ſenſeleſs : But cure I expect none, her majeſty's heart 
being obdurate againſt me; and be without ſenſe I can- 


not, being of fleſh and blood. But, ſay you, I may 


aim at the end : I do more than aim; for I ſee an end 
of all my fortunes, I have ſet an end to all my defires. 
In this courſe do I any thing for my enemies? When! 
was at court I found them abſolute ; and therefore I 
had rather they ſhould triumph alone, than have me at- 


tendant upon their chariots. Or do J leave my friends? 


When I was a courtier, I could yield them no fruit of 


my love unto them; and now that I am a hermit, they 


{hall bear no envy for their love towards me. Or do 1 


« forſake myſelf, becauſe I do enjoy myſelf? Or do l 


overthrow my fortunes, becauſe I build not a fortune of 
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tt paper walls, which every puff of wind bloweth down? 
Or do I ruinate my honour, becauſe I leave following 
the purſuit, or wearing the falſe badge or mark of the 
ſhadow of honour ? Do I give courage or comfort to 
the foreign foe, becauſe I reſerve myſelf to encounter 
with him? Or becauſe I keep my heart from buſineſs, 


though I cannot keep my fortune from declining ? No, 


no my good lord, I give every one of theſe conſidera- 
tions its due weight ; and the more I weigh them, the 


more I find myſelf juſtified from offending in any of | 


them. As for the two laſt objections, that I Torlake my 
country when 1t hath moſt need of me, and fail in that 
indiſſoluble duty which I owe to my ſovereign ; 1 an- 
ſwer, that if my country had at this time any need of 


my public ſervice, her majeſty, that governeth it, would 


not have driven me to a private life. I am tied to m 

country by two bonds; one public, to diſcharge care- 
fully and induſtriouſly that truſt which is committed to 
me; the other private, to ſacrifice for it my life and 
carcaſe, which hath been nouriſhed in it. Of the firſt 


© I am free, being diſmiſſed, diſcharged, and diſabled by 
her majeſty : Of the other, nothing can free me but 


death; and therefore no occaſion of my performance 
ſhall ſooner offer itſelf but I ſhall meet it half way. 


The indiſſoluble duty which I owe unto her majeſty, 


is the only duty of allegiance, which I never have, nor 
never can fail in: The duty of attendance is no indiſ- 


ſoluble duty. I owe her majeſty the duty of an earl, and 


of lord marſhal of England. I have been content to 


do her majeſty the ſervice of a clerk ; but I can never 
ſerve her as a villain or ſlave. But yet you ſay I muſt 


give way unto the time. So I do; for now that I ſee 
the ſtorm come, I have put myſelf into the harbour. 
Seneca ſaith, we muſt give way to fortune ': I know that 


fortune 1s both blind and ſtrong, and therefore I go as 
far as I can out of her way. You ſay the remedy is 


not to ſtrive: I neither ſtrive nor ſeek for remedy, 
But you ſay, I muſt yield and ſubmit; I can neither 
yield myſelf to be guilty, nor allow the imputation laid 
upon me to be juſt : I owe fo much to the Author of all 


truth, as I can never yield truth to be falſehood, nor 


6 falſchood to be truth. Have I given cauſe, you afk ; 
« and yet take a ſcandal when 1 have done! ö I gave 
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cc“ no cauſe, not ſo much as Fimbria's complaint againſt 
c me; for I did tatum telum corpore recipere: Receive the 
cc whole ſword into my body. I patiently bear all, and 
« ſenſibly feel all that I then received when this ſcandal 
« was given me. Nay more, when the vileſt of all in. 
d& dignities are done unto me,” &c. This noble letter 
Bacon afterwards, in pleading againſt Effex, called bold 
and preſumptuous, and derogatory to her majeſty. Birch's 
Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 388. 


\ 


NOTE [KK], p. 420. 


MO: of queen Elizabeth's courtiers feigned love and 
defire towards her, and addreſſed themſelves to her 
in the ſtyle of paſſion and gallantry. Sir Walter Raleigh, 
ee fallen into diſgrace, wrote the following letter to 
his friend ſir Robert Cecil, with a view, no doubt, of 
having it ſhewn to the queen. © My heart was never 
e broke till this day, that I hear the queen goes away fo 
« far off, whom I have followed ſo many years, with ſo 
cc great love and deſign, in ſo many journeys, and am 
« now left behind her in a dark priſon all alone. While 
cc ſhe was yet near at hand, that I might hear of her once 
« in two or three days, my ſorrows were the leſs ; but even 
« now my heart is caſt into the depth of all miſery. I, 
c that was wont to behold her riding like Alexander, 
« hunting like Diana, walking like Venus, the gentle 


4 wind blowing her fair hair about her pure cheeks, like 


« a nymph, ſometimes fitting in the ſhade like a goddeſs, 
« ſometimes ſinging like an angel, ſometimes playing like 
« Orpheus; behold the ſorrow of this world! once amiſs 
cc hath bereaved me of all. O glory, that only ſhineth in 
ce misfortune | what is become of thy aſſurance ? All 
c wounds have ſcars but that of fantaſy : All affections 
ic their relenting but that of womankind. Who is the 
« judge of friendſhip but adverſity, or when is grace wit- 
« neſſed but in offences? T here were no divinity but by 
«© reaſon of compaſſion; for revenges are brutiſh and 
« mortal. All thoſe times paſt, the loves, the ſighs, the 
cc ſorrows, the defires, cannot they weigh down one frail 
© misfortune ? Cannot one drop of gall be hid in ſo great 
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« heaps of ſweetneſs ? I may then conclude, Spes & fore 


cc una, valete. She is gone in whom I truſted ; and of me 
c“ hath not one thought of mercy, nor any reſpect of that 


cc which was. Do with me now therefore what you liſt. 
cc J am more weary of life than they are deſirous I ſhould 
be periſh; which if it had been for her, as it is by her, I 


« had been too happily born.” Murden, 657. It is to 


be remarked that this nymph, Venus, goddeſs, angel, was 


then about ſixty. Yet five or fix years after, ſhe allowed 


the ſame language to be held to her. Sir Henry Unton, 
her ambaſſador in France, relates to her a converſation 
which he had with Henry IV. The monarch, after hav- 
ing introduced Unton to his miſtreſs, the fair Gabrielle, 


_ aſked him how he liked her? © I anſwered ſparingly in 
« her praiſe,” ſaid the miniſter, “ and told him, that if, 


« without offence, I might ſpeak it, I had the picture of 
c a far more excellent miſtreſs, and yet did her picture 


« come far ſhort of her perfection of beauty. As you 


« love me, ſaid he, ſhew it me if you have it about you. 


J made ſome difficulties ; yet, upon his importunity, 
cc offered it to his view very ſecretly, holding it ſtill in- 


«© my hand: He beheld it with paſſion and admiration, 
c ſaying that I had reaſon, Fe me rends, proteſting that he 


ee had never ſeen the like; ſo with great reverence, he 


ce kiſſed it twice or thrice, I detaining it {till in my hand. 


In the end, with ſome kind of contention, he took it 
« from me, vowing that I might take my leave of it; 


ec for he would not forego it for any treaſure ; And that 


© to poſſeſs the favour of the lively picture, he would for- 


« ſake all the world, and hold himſelf moſt happy; with 


c many other moit paſſionate ſpeeches.” Murden, p. 718. 


For farther particulars on this head, ſee the ingenious Au- 
thor of the Catalogue of royal and noble Authors, article 
Eflexe 1 15 | 


NOTE {LL}, p. 441. 


ſpeeches z which may ſerve to give us a juſt idea of the 
government of that age, and of the political principles 


which prevailed during the reign of Elizabeth. Mr. Lau- 


rence Hyde propoſed a bill, entitled, An act for the ex- 


planation 


II may not be amiſd to ſubjoin ſome paſſages of theſe 
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planation of the common law in certain caſes of letters 


patent. Mr. Spicer ſaid, This bill may touch the prero- 


gative royal, which, as I learned the laſt parliament, is ſo 
tranſcendant, that the - of the ſubject may not aſpire 
thereunto. Far be it therefore from me, that the ſtate and 
prerogative royal of the prince ſhould be tied by me, or 
by the act of any other ſubject. Mr. Francis Bacon ſaid, 
As to the prerogative royal of the prince, for my own 
part, I ever allowed of it; and it is ſuch as I hope will 
never be diſcuſſed. The queen, as ſhe is our ſovereign, 
hath both an enlarging and reſtraining power. For by 


her prerogative ſhe may ſet at liberty things reſtrained by 


ſtatute law or otherwiſe, and ſecondly, by her prerogative 


ſhe may reſtrain things which be at liberty. For the firſt, 
ſhe may grant a non ob/tante contrary to the penal laws.— 


With regard to monopolies, and ſuch like caſes, the caſe 


| Hath ever been to humble ourſelves unto her majeſty, and 


by petition deſire to have our grievances remedied, eſpe- 
cially when the remedy toucheth her ſo nigh in point of 


prerogative. I ſay, and I ſay it again, that we ought not 
to deal, to judge, or meddle with her majeſty's preroga- 
tive, I wiſh therefore every man to be careful of this 


buſineſs. Dr. Bennet ſaid, He that goeth about to debate 
her .majeſty's prerogative had need to walk warily. Mr. 


Laurence Hyde ſaid, For the bill itſelf, I made it, and I 


think I underſtand it: And far be it from this heart 
of mine to think, this tongue to ſpeak, or this hand to 


write any thing either in prejudice or derogation of her 
majeſty's prerogative-royal and the ſtate. —Mr. Speaker, 


quoth ſerjeant Harris, for ought I ſee, the houſe moveth 


to have this bill in the nature of a petition; it muſt 


then begin with more humiliation. And truly, fir, the 


bill is good of itſelf, but the penning of it is ſomewhat 
cout of courſe. Mr. Montague ſaid, the matter is good and 


honeſt, and J like this manner of proceeding by bill well 


enough in this matter. The grievances are great, and [I 


would note only unto you thus much, that the laſt parlia- 
ment we proceeded by way of . petition, which had no 
fucceſsful effeck. Mr. Francis More ſaid, I know the 
queen's prerogative is a thing curious to be dealt withal : 
Yet all grievances are not comparable. I cannot utter 

with my tongue, or conceive with my heart, the great 

grievances that the town and country, for which I ſerve, 
e 1 | ſuffereth 
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ſuffereth by ſome of theſe monopolies. It bringeth the ge- 
neral profit into a private hand, and the end of all this is 
| beggary and bondage to the ſubjects. We have a law for 
the true and faithful currying of leather: There is a patent 


ſets all at liberty notwithſtanding that ſtatute. And to 
what purpoſe is it to do any thing by act of parliament, 
when the queen will undo the ſame by her prerogative ? 
Out of the ſpirit of humiliation, Mr. Speaker, I do ſpeak 
it, there is no act of her's that hath been or is more dero- 


gatory to her own majeſty, more odious to the ſubject, 
more dangerous to the commonwealth, than the granting 
of theſe monopolies. Mr. Martin ſaid, I do ſpeak for a 
town that grieves and pines, for a country that groaneth 
and languiſhes, under the burden of monſtrous and un- 
conſcionable ſubſtitutes to the monopolitans of ſtarch, tin, 


c fiſh, cloth, oil, vinegar, ſalt, and I know not what ; nay, : 


what not ? The principaleſt commodities both of my town 


and country are engroſt into the hands of theſe blood- 
ſuckers of the commonwealth. If a body, Mr. Speaker, 
being let blood, be left ſtill languiſhing without any re- 


 medy, how can the good eſtate of that body ſtill remain? 


Such is the ſtate of my town and country; the traffic is 


taken away, the inward and private commodities are taken 
away, and dare not be uſed without the licence of theſe 


monopolitans. If theſe blood-ſuckers be till let alone to 


ſuck up the beſt and principaleſt commodities, which the 
earth there hath given us, what will become of us, from 


whom the fruits of our own ſoil, and the commodities of 
our own labour, which, with the ſweat of our brows, even 


up to the knees in mire and dirt, we have laboured for, 
ſhall be taken by warrant of ſupreme authority, which the 
poor ſubject dare not gainſay ? Mr. George Moore ſaid, 
we know the power of her majeſty cannot be reſtrained by 


| any act: Why therefore ſhould we thus talk? Admit we 
ſhould make this ſtatute with a nor obftante; yet the queen 


may grant a patent with a non obiante, to crofs this non 
obſlante. I think therefore it agreeth more with the gra- 


vity and wiſdom of this houſe to proceed with all humble. 


neſs by petition than bill. Mr. Downland ſaid, as I would 


de no let or overvehement in any thing, ſo I am not ſot- 
tiſh or ſenſeleſs of the common grievance of the common- 


wealth. If-we proceed by way of petition, we can have 
no more gracious anſwer than we had the laſt parliament 
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to our petition. But fince that parliament we have no re- 
formation. Sir Robert Wroth faid, I ſpeak, and I ſpeak 


it boldly, theſe patentees are worſe than ever they were. 


Mr. Hayward Townſend propoſed, that they ſhould make 
ſuit to her majeſty, not only to repeal all monopolies griev- 


ous to the ſubject, but alſo that it would pleaſe her ma- 


jeſty to give the parliament leave to make an act, that the 
might be of no more force, validity, or effect, than they - 
are at the common law, without the ſtrength of her pre- 


rogative. Which though we might now do, and, the act 


being ſo reaſonable, we might afſure ourſelves her majelty 


would not delay the paſſing thereof; yet we, her loving 
ſubjects, &c. would not offer, without her privity and | 


conſent (the cauſe ſo nearly touching her EN); or 


go about to do any ſuch act. 


On a fubſequent day the bill againſt monopolies was 
again introduced, and Mr. Spicer faid, It is to no purpoſe 


to offer to tie her majeſty's hands by act of parhament, 


when ſhe may looſen herſelf at her pleaſure. Mr. Davies 


ſaid, God hath given that power to abſolute princes which 
E attributes to himſelf. Dixi quod Dit eftis, - (N. B. This 


axiom he applies to the kings of England.) Mr. ſecretary 


Cecil ſaid, I am ſervant to the queen, and before I would 
ſpeak ind give conſent to a caſe that ſhould debaſe her 


prerogative, or abridge it, I would wiſh that my tongue 


were cut out of my head. I am ſure there were law- 
makers before there were laws: (Meaning, I ſuppoſe, that 


the ſovereign was above the laws.) One gentleman went 


about to poſſeſs us with the execution of the law in an 
ancient record of 5 or 7 of Edward the third. Likely 
enough to be true in that time, when the king was afraid 
of the ſubject. If you ſtand upon law, and diſpute of the 
prerogative, hark ye what BraCton ſays, Prærogativam 


nojtram nemo audeat di iſputare. And for my own part, I 
like not theſe courſes ſhould be taken. And you, Mr. 


Speaker, ſhould perform the charge her majeſty gave unto 


you in the beginning of this parliament, not to receive 


dills of this nature: For her majeſty's ears be open to all 
grievances, and her hands ſtretched out to every man's 
petitions. —When the prince diſpenſes with a penal law, 
that is left to the alteration of ſovereignty, that is good 
and irrevocable. Mr. Montague ſaid, I am loth to ſpeak 
want I know, left, perhaps, I ſhould diſpleaſe. The pre- 
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rogative royal! is that which is now in queſtion, and which 
-the laws of the land have ever allowed and maintained. 
Let us therefore apply by petition to her majeſty. 

After the ſpeaker told the houſe that the queen had an- 
nulled many of the patents, Mr. Francis More ſaid, I mutt 
confeſs, Mr. Speaker, I moved the houſe, both the laſt par- 


liament and this, touching this point; but I never meant 


(and 1 hope the houſe thinketh ſo) to let limits and bounds 
to the prerogative royal. He proceeds to move, that 


thanks ſhould be given to her majeſty; and alfo, that 
whereas divers ſpecches had been moved extravagantly in 


the houſe, which doubtleſs have been told her majeſty, 


and perhaps ill conceived of by her, Mr. Speaker would 


apologize, and humbly crave pardon for the ſame. N. B. 
Theſe extracts were taken by Townſend, a member of thc 
houſe, who was no courtier 3 and the extravagance of the 
ſpeeches ſeems rather to be on the other ſide: It will cer- 
tainly appear ſtrange to us, that this liberty ſhould be 
thought extravagant. However, the queen, notwithſtand- 


ing her cajoling the houſe, was ſo ill ſatisfied with theſe 


proceedings, that ſhe ſpoke of them peeviſhly in her con- 
_ cluding ſpeech, and told them that the perceived that pri- 
vate reſpects with them were privately maiked under r pub- 
lic preſence. D'Ewes, p. 61 9 

There were ſome other topics in favour of prerogative, 
ſtill more extravagant, advanced in the houſe this parlia- 
ment. When the queſtion of the ſubſidy was before them, 


Mr. ſerjeant Heyle ſaid, Mr. Speaker, I marvel much that 
the houſe ſhould ſtand upon granting of a ſublidy or the 


time of payment, when all we have is her majeſty's, and 


the may lawfully at her pleaſure take it from us: Yea, the 


bath as much right to all our lands and goods as to any 
revenue of her crown. At which all the houſe hemmed, 

and laughed, and talked. Well, quoth ſerjeant Heyle, 
all your hemming ſhall not put me out of countenance. 


80 Mr. Speaker ſtood up and ſaid, It is a great diſorder, 


that this houfe ſhould be ſo uſed. —So the ſaid ſerjeant 


Proceeded, and when he had ſpoken a little while, the 


houſe hemmed again; and ſo he fat down. In his latter 


ſpeech, he ſaid, he could prove his former poſition by 
_ precedents in the time of Henry the third, king John, 


king Stephen, &c. which was the occaſion of their hem» 
ming. D'Ewes, p. 633. It is obſervable, that Heyle was 
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ſion in favour of the morals of former and rude ages is 
very abſurd and ill grounded. The ſame author ſays, 
chap. 10. that there were computed to be ten thouſand 
_-gypſics in England; a ſpecies of banditti introduced about 
the reign of Henry VIII. 
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an eminent lawyer, a man of character. Winwood, vol. i. 
p. 290. And though the houſe in general ſhewed their 
diſapprobation, no one cared to take him down, or oppoſe 
theſe monſtrous poſitions. It was alſo aſſerted this ſeſſion, 
that in the ſame manner as the Roman conſul was poſ- 


ſeſſed of the power of rejecting or admitting motions in 
the ſenate, the ſpeaker might either admit or reject bills 


in the houſe. D'Ewes, p. 677. The houſe declared 


themſelves againſt this opinion; but the very propoſal of 
it is a proof at what a low ebb liberty was at that time in 
England. | ER 8 12 


In the year 1591, the judges made a ſolemn decree, that 


England was an abſolute empire, of which the king was - 
the head. In conſequence of this opinion, they deter- 
mined that, even if the act of the firſt of Elizabeth had 


never been made, the king was ſupreme head of the 


church; and might have erected, by his prerogative, ſuch 


a court as the eccleſiaſtical commiſſion z for that he was 
the head of all his ſubjects. Now that court was plainly 


arbitrary: The inference is, that his power was equally 


abſolute over the laity. See Coke's Reports, p. 5. Cau- 


NOTE IMM, p. 47!. 


Wit remarked before, that Harriſon, in book ii. 


_ chap. 11. ſays, that in the reign of Henry. VIII. 
there were hanged ſeventy-two thouſand thieves and rogues 
(beſides other malefaftors); this makes about two thouſand 


a year: But in queen Elizabeth's time, the ſame author 


ſays, there were only between three and four hundred a 
year hanged for theft and robbery : So much had the times 


mended. But in our age there are not forty a year hanged 
for thoſe crimes in all England. Yet Harriſon complains 
of the relaxation of the laws, that there were ſo few 


ſuch rogues puniſhed in his time. Our vulgar prepoſſeſ- 


3 and he adds, that there will 
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be no way of extirpating them by the ordinary courſe of 


juſtice: The queen muſt employ martial law againſt 
them. That race has now almoſt totally diſappeared in 
England, and even in Scotland, where there were ſome 
remains of them a few years ago. However arbitrary the 
exerciſe of martial law in the crown, it appears that 
nobody in the age of Elizabeth entertained any jealouſy 
Or er 


| NOTE NI p. 481. 
TARRISON, in bis Deſcription of Britain, printed in 


1577 has the ollowing paſſage chap. I 3. Certes, | 
there is ho prince 10 Europe that hath a more beautiful 


ſort of ſhips than the queen's majeſty of England at this 
preſent ; and thoſe generally are of ſuch exceeding force, 


that two of them, being well appointed and furniſhed as 


they ought, will not let to encounter with three or four 
of them of other countries, and either bowge them or 
put them to flight, if they may not bring them home.— 
The queen's highneſs hath at this preſent already made 


and furniſhed to the number of one and twenty great ſhips, 


which he for the moſt part in Gillingham road. Beſide 

theſe, her grace hath other in hand alſo, of whom here- 
after, as their turns do come about, I will not let to leave 
ſome farther remembrance. She hath likewiſe three no- 
table gallies, the Speedwell, the Tryeright, and the Black 
Galley, with the fight whereof, and the reſt of the navy- 


royal, it is incredible to ſay how marvellouſly her grace is 
delighted; and not without great cauſe, fith by their means 
— coaſts are kept in quiet, and ſundry foreign enemies 


ut back, which otherwiſe would invade us. Afer ſpeal- 


ing of the merchant ſhips, which he ſays are commonly eftimated 
at ſeventeen or eighteen hundred, he continues: I add, there- 


fore, to the end all men ſhould underſtand ſomewhat of 
the great maſſes of treaſure daily employed upon our navy, 


how there are few of thoſe ſhips of the firſt and ſecond 
ſort (that is of the merchant ſhips), that, being apparelled 
and made ready to fail, are not worth one thouſand pounds, 
or three thouſand ducats at the leaſt, if they ſhould pre- 


ſently be ſold. What ſhall we then think of the navy- 


anl. 
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royal, of which ſome one veſſel is worth two of the other, 
as the ſhipwright has often told me It is poſſible that 
ſome covetous perſon, hearing this report, will either not 
:credit at all, or ſuppoſe money ſo employed to be nothin, 
profitable to the queen's coffers, as a good huſband ſaid 
once, when he heard that proviſions ſhould be made for 
armour, wiſhing the queen's money to be rather laid out 
to ſome ſpeedier return of gain unto her grace : But if he 
wilt that the good keeping of the ſea is the ſafeguard of 
our land, he would alter his cenſure, and ſoon give over 
his judgment. Speaking of the foreſts, this author ſays, An 
# infinite deal of wood hath been deſtroyed within theſe few 
„%% I ne years, and I dare affirm, that, if wood do go ſo faſt to decay 
in the next hundred years of grace, as they have done, or 
are like to do in this, it is to be feared that ſea-coal will be 
good merchandize even in the city of London. Harriſon's 
| Prophecy was fulfilled in a very few years; for about 1615, | 
| there were two hundred fail employed in carrying coal to 
| London.” See een vol. i. p. 494. 


NOTE 1005 p. 487. 


Lr, of Burleigh, Fable by Collins, p- 44. The 
author hints, that this quantity of plate was conſidered 
only as ſmall in a man of Burleigh's rank. His words are, 
His plate was not above fourteen or fifteen thouſand pounds: 
That he means pound weight is evident. For, by Bur- 
leigh's will, which is annexed to his life, that nobleman 
gives away, in legacies to friends and relations, near four 
„ tthouſand pounds weight, which would have been above 
<5 twelve thouſand pounds ſterling in value. The remainder 
4 bhe orders to be divided into two equal portions; the half 
4 to his eldeſt ſon and heir; the other half to be divided 
equally among his ſecond ſon and three daughters. Were 
4 5 we therefore to underitand the whole value of his plate to 
= be only fourteen or fifteen thouſand pounds ſterling, he 
left not che tenth of it to the heir of his e 
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NOTE PP), p 488. s 
P[ARRISON ſays, < the greateſt part of our. bullaing 


« in the cities and good towns of England conſiſteth 


ce only of timber, caſt over with thick clay to keep out the 
cc wind, Certes, this rude kind of building made the 
4 Spaniards in queen Mary's days to wonder; but chief 
ehen they ſaw that large diet was uſed in many of theſe 
* ſo homely cottages, inſomuch that one of no ſmall re- 
& putation amongſt them ſaid after this manner; theſe 
ce Engliſh, quoth he, have their houſes made of ſticks 


& and dirt, but they fare commonly ſo well as the king, 


Whereby it appeareth that he liked better of our good 
& fare in ſuch coarſe cabins, than of their own, thin diet 
in their princely habitations and palaces. The clay witli 
« which our houſes are commonly impanelled, is, either 


« white, red, or blue.” Book ii. chap, 12. The author 
adds, that the new houſes of the nobility are commonly 
of brick or ſtone, and that glaſs windows were beginning 5 


to be uſed in England. 


NOTE N P- 491. 


"PHE following are the words of Roger Aſcham, the 


queen's preceptor. It is your ſhame (TI ſpeak to 
you all, you young gentlemen of England), that one 
« maid ſhould go beyond ye all in excellency of learning, 
and knowledge of divers tongues. Point out fix of the 
* beſt given gentlemen of this court, and all they together 
e ſhew not ſo much good-will, ſpend not ſo much time, 


* beſtow not ſo many hours daily, orderly, and conſtantly, 


© for the increaſe of learning and knowledge as doth the 
© queen's majeſty herſelf. Yea, I believe that, beſides 


« her perfect readineſs in Latin, Italian, French, and 
« Spaniſh, ſhe readeth here now at Windſor more Greek 


c every day, than ſome prebendary of this church doth 
Latin in 2 whole weck. — Amongſt all the benefits which 


| God had bleſſed me withal, next the knowledge of 


* Chriſt's true religion, I count this the greateſt, that it 
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4 ce pleaſed God to call me to be one poor miniſter in ſetting 
1 « forward theſe excellent gifts of learning,” &c. Page 242. 
— Truly, ſays Harriſon, it is a rare thing with us now to 
3 hear of a courtier which hath but his on language; and 


to ſay how many gentlewomen and ladies there are that, 
beſides ſound knowledge of the Greek and Latin tongues, 
are thereto no leſs ſkilful in the Spaniſh, Italian, and 
French, or in ſome of them, it reſteth not in me, ſith I am 
cep that as the noblemen and gentlemen do fur. 
A ount in this behalf, ſo theſe come little or nothing at all 
=. behind them for their parts; which induſtry God con- 
| tinue !—The ſtranger, that entereth in the court of Eng- 
Land upon the ſudden, ſhall rather imagine himſelf to come 
into ſome public ſchool of the univerſity, where many give 
ear to one that readeth unto them, than into a prince's 
| „„ . if you confer thus with thoſe of other nations. 
Eo  Defcription of Britain, book ii. chap. 15. By this account 
the court had profited by the example of the queen. The 
fober way of life praQiſed by the ladies of Elizabeth's 
court appears from the fame author. Reading, ſpinning, 
and needle-work, occupied the elder-; muſic the younger. 


id. ibid. 
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